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I. INTRODUCTION 
The Bible declares, “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people” (Prov 14:34). If  a 
nation is to live righteously and her civil rulers are to govern righteously, it is imperative that they know 
what is righteousness.  
	 Thankfully, we are not left to wonder. Righteousness is nothing less than adhering to the revealed 
Law of  God. When human laws faithfully reflect the divine Law, that nation will enjoy a great measure 
of  material, civil, and spiritual prosperity. Of  course, no nation can perfectly reflect and replicate the 
Mosaic Law, since that Mosaic Law was given by God to the theocracy of  Israel, simultaneously a civil 
state and God’s chosen people, a status no nation can claim since the incarnation of  Christ and the 
dissolution of  Israelite theocracy. Nevertheless, God requires— with ample clarity— righteousness of  
civil government, which is adherence to God’s Law. 

II. THE LAW OF THE LORD AS THE STANDARD OF CIVIL RIGHTEOUSNESS IN ISRAEL 
When Israel followed the Law of  God, what would life have been like in Israelite society? It would have 
been heaven on earth. Leviticus is an entire book that reveals how God restores Israel to Eden, the place 
where God’s will was done on earth as it is in heaven. The opening chapters of  Leviticus explain how 
man is reconciled back to God through the various sacrifices God provides. These sacrifices create peace 
between God and Israel because they take away God’s wrath (propitiation) and cover Israel’s sin 
(atonement). 
	 The second half  of  Leviticus, beginning in chapter 18, looks at how peace with God creates peace 
between Israelite and Israelite, and brings about the reconciliation of  all things back to God. That’s what 
peace (or shalom) is. Shalom means all things are where God meant for them to be— under His loving and 
fatherly authority, for the good and flourishing of  mankind and all creation. Peace and righteousness are 
two truths integrally related— you cannot have peace and prosperity without righteousness, that is, without 
a right relation with God or man. 
	 The Law of  God defines righteousness. It did not fall on rulers obey all these commandments. The 
Law of  God was binding on all the people of  God (and all the nations of  the world; more on that below). 
It did fall on Israel’s civil rulers, however, to make sure Israelite society complied with God’s Law, and to 
adjudicate claims of  injustice by Israelites. 
	 A few things regarding God’s Law should be noted. First, following God’s Law was not only how 
Israel loved God. It was also how Israel would love for her neighbor. God’s mercies are woven into His 
Law. That is to say, just laws are truly compassionate laws. By contrast unjust laws are cruelty masquerading 
as counterfeit love (Prov 12:10).  
	 By obeying God’s Law, Israel by consequence ensure that all segments and claims of  Israelite society 
were rightly addressed: the sojourner who is a passing stranger in the land, the widow who is without 
husband, the orphan who is without father, the poor who does not own his own property, the elderly, 
even Israel’s land and animals. All are cared for by God through His Law. Truly, obeying the Law of  
God is nothing less than loving your neighbor (Rom 13:8-10). 
	 Second, the Law of  God reveals how certain sins were so corrupting to Israelite society that the land 
would have to purged of  the corruption by capital punishment. Offenders would be put to death by the 
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state. The death penalty, too, reveals the mercy of  God because through it, society honors the life of  the 
innocent victim as made in the image of  God (Genesis 9:6). Though murdered by evildoers, the life of  
the innocent victim would be vindicated by God through the God-appointed agent of  vengeance: civil 
government. The excerpt below is from Leviticus 19 and represents a small fraction of  Biblical laws that 
define justice. 

Lev. 19:9-37: “When you reap the harvest of  your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall 
you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10 And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the 
fallen grapes of  your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God.  

11 “You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. 12 You shall not swear by my 
name falsely, and so profane the name of  your God: I am the Lord.  

13 “You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of  a hired worker shall not remain with you all 
night until the morning. 14 You shall not curse the deaf  or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your 
God: I am the Lord.  

15 “You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness 
shall you judge your neighbor. 16 You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up 
against the life of  your neighbor: I am the Lord.  

17 “You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin 
because of  him. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of  your own people, but you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.  

19 “You shall keep my statutes. You shall not let your cattle breed with a different kind. You shall not sow your field 
with two kinds of  seed, nor shall you wear a garment of  cloth made of  two kinds of  material.  

20 “If  a man lies sexually with a woman who is a slave, assigned to another man and not yet ransomed or given her 
freedom, a distinction shall be made. They shall not be put to death, because she was not free; 21 but he shall bring his 
compensation to the Lord, to the entrance of  the tent of  meeting, a ram for a guilt offering. 22 And the priest shall make 
atonement for him with the ram of  the guilt offering before the Lord for his sin that he has committed, and he shall be 
forgiven for the sin that he has committed.  

23 “When you come into the land and plant any kind of  tree for food, then you shall regard its fruit as forbidden. 
Three years it shall be forbidden to you; it must not be eaten. 24 And in the fourth year all its fruit shall be holy, an 
offering of  praise to the Lord. 25 But in the fifth year you may eat of  its fruit, to increase its yield for you: I am the Lord 
your God.  

26 “You shall not eat any flesh with the blood in it. You shall not interpret omens or tell fortunes. 27 You shall not 
round off  the hair on your temples or mar the edges of  your beard. 28 You shall not make any cuts on your body for the 
dead or tattoo yourselves: I am the Lord.  

29 “Do not profane your daughter by making her a prostitute, lest the land fall into prostitution and the land become 
full of  depravity. 30 You shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: I am the Lord.  

31 “Do not turn to mediums or necromancers; do not seek them out, and so make yourselves unclean by them: I am 
the Lord your God.  

32 “You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of  an old man, and you shall fear your God: I am 
the Lord.  

33 “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. 34 You shall treat the stranger who 
sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of  
Egypt: I am the Lord your God.  

35 “You shall do no wrong in judgment, in measures of  length or weight or quantity. 36 You shall have just balances, 
just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of  the land of  Egypt. 37 And 
you shall observe all my statutes and all my rules, and do them: I am the Lord.” 
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III. THE LAW OF GOD AS THE STANDARD OF CIVIL RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR ISRAEL’S 
RULERS 
Not only was the Law given to the people and to be understood and practiced by them, it was of  first 
importance that Israel’s rulers and kings know God’s Law. God made provision for them to know His 
Law to personally obey it and be guided by it in their vocation: 

Deut. 17:14-20: “When you come to the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you possess it and dwell in it 
and then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me,’ 15 you may indeed set a king over you 
whom the Lord your God will choose. One from among your brothers you shall set as king over you. You may not put a 
foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 16 Only he must not acquire many horses for himself  or cause the people to 
return to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the Lord has said to you, ‘You shall never return that way again.’ 
17 And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself  excessive 
silver and gold.  
	 18 “And when he sits on the throne of  his kingdom, he shall write for himself  in a book a copy of  this law, 
approved by the Levitical priests. 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of  his life, that he may 
learn to fear the Lord his God by keeping all the words of  this law and these statutes, and doing them, 20 that his heart 
may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, either to the right hand 
or to the left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel.  

The first action of  the Israelite king, when he ascends upon his throne, was not to institute fair taxes, give 
out stimulus checks, throw a festal banquet, conscript men into his army, nor send diplomats to foreign 
countries to help secure peace with foreign powers. No, the king’s first order of  business was to sit down 
and write out a copy of  the Law of  God (the five books of  Moses), under the supervision of  the priests, 
for his personal use and study.  
	 The king was to always carry a copy of  the Law of  God and studiously read it everyday. For what 
purpose? That he would learn to fear God and obey His Law, and thus be equipped to rule righteously, 
that is, in accordance with the Law of  God. Such was the premium placed on the Law of  God— a king 
could not be a righteous king without knowledge of, and obedience unto, the Law of  God. The rulers of  
Israel were to be lifelong students of  the Law of  God since adherence to the Law would equip them to 
judge justly. 
	 This is one of  the aims of  the book of  Proverbs. In Proverbs, the wisdom of  God is personified as a 
woman that the young son is to marry (the young son chooses wisely, read the end of  Proverbs!). A king 
cannot rule apart from divine wisdom. And what is the cornerstone of  wisdom? The fear of  the Lord, 
that is, to understand the precepts of  the Lord and to walk in them. 

Prov 8:12-16: I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, and I find knowledge and discretion. 13 The fear of  the Lord is hatred 
of  evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of  evil and perverted speech I hate. 14 I have counsel and sound wisdom; I 
have insight; I have strength. 15 By me kings reign, and rulers decree what is just; 16 by me princes rule, and nobles, all 
who govern justly.  

IV. THE LAW OF GOD AS THE STANDARD OF CIVIL RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR THE 
NATIONS OF THE WORLD 
Not only was Israelite society to be governed by the Law of  the Lord. God gave His Law as a rule for all 
nations. God’s standard of  righteousness is the same for Israel and for the nations. God does not have 
one standard for Israel and another for the nations. All civil governments are to know wisdom from God 
and all are condemned when they fail to adhere to God’s Law. God is a holy and righteous God who is 
concerned about what happens beyond the borders of  Israel. 
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	 One example of  this is in the book of  Amos. God eventually condemns the southern kingdom of  
Judah for rejecting His Law and the northern kingdom of  Israel for selling out the righteous, engaging in 
incest and pagan prostitution. But God begins this string of  condemnations by first condemning the 
nations around Israel. God condemns Syria because they crushed Gilead economically, condemns 
Philistia for her mercenary services given to Edom, condemns Tyre for betraying a covenant with Judah, 
condemns Edom for pursuing Israel with the sword, condemns Ammon who showed no regard for life in 
their imperialistic conquests, and condemns Moab for engaging in human sacrifice. 

Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13; 2:1, 4, 6-8: Thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of  Damascus, and for four, I 
will not revoke the punishment, because they have threshed Gilead with threshing sledges of  iron. […] 

6 Thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of  Gaza, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, because they 
carried into exile a whole people to deliver them up to Edom. […] 

9 Thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of  Tyre, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, because they 
delivered up a whole people to Edom, and did not remember the covenant of  brotherhood. […] 

11 Thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of  Edom, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, because he 
pursued his brother with the sword and cast off  all pity, and his anger tore perpetually, and he kept his wrath 
forever. […] 

13 Thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of  the Ammonites, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, 
because they have ripped open pregnant women in Gilead, that they might enlarge their border. […] 

2 Thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of  Moab, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, because he 
burned to lime the bones of  the king of  Edom. […] 

4 Thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of  Judah, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, because they 
have rejected the law of  the Lord, and have not kept his statutes, but their lies have led them astray, those after 
which their fathers walked. […] 

6 Thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of  Israel, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, because they 
sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of  sandals—7 those who trample the head of  the poor into the 
dust of  the earth and turn aside the way of  the afflicted; a man and his father go in to the same girl, so that my 
holy name is profaned; 8 they lay themselves down beside every altar on garments taken in pledge, and in the house 
of  their God they drink the wine of  those who have been fined. 

Another example of  God judging the nations by the standard of  His Law is in Habakkuk. God declares 
that Babylon, who increased her wealth through the mass slaughter of  other nations and exiled entire 
populations for mere pleasure, will be cut down. 

Hab. 2:6-17: Shall not all these take up their taunt against him, with scoffing and riddles for him, and say, “Woe to 
him who heaps up what is not his own— for how long?— and loads himself  with pledges!” 7 Will not your debtors 
suddenly arise, and those awake who will make you tremble? Then you will be spoil for them. 8 Because you have 
plundered many nations, all the remnant of  the peoples shall plunder you, for the blood of  man and violence to the earth, 
to cities and all who dwell in them. 9 “Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house, to set his nest on high, to be safe 
from the reach of  harm!  
		 10 You have devised shame for your house by cutting off  many peoples; you have forfeited your life. 11 For the stone 
will cry out from the wall, and the beam from the woodwork respond. 12 “Woe to him who builds a town with blood 
and founds a city on iniquity! 13 Behold, is it not from the Lord of  hosts that peoples labor merely for fire, and nations 
weary themselves for nothing? 14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of  the glory of  the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea.  
		 15 “Woe to him who makes his neighbors drink— you pour out your wrath and make them drunk, in order to gaze 
at their nakedness! 16 You will have your fill of  shame instead of  glory. Drink, yourself, and show your uncircumcision! 
The cup in the Lord’s right hand will come around to you, and utter shame will come upon your glory! 17 The violence 
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done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, as will the destruction of  the beasts that terrified them, for the blood of  man and 
violence to the earth, to cities and all who dwell in them.  

The bottomline is this: God knows what the nations do beyond the borders of  His people. He sees the 
violence of  the nations. And He will call the nations to account and judge them by His righteous Law. 

V. DUTIES OF KINGS AND RULERS: BE IMPARTIAL AND AVOID THE SIN OF PARTIALITY 
The elders of  the twelve tribes and the kings of  Israel were the judges in Israel. Israel had no courts like 
we have them in our day. Elders and kings had to decide cases. But how were they to decide cases? 
	 The bedrock of  civil righteousness for Israelite rulers was impartiality. In order to rule against the 
wicked and for the innocent, the ruler must have moral integrity that will not allow him to be swayed 
and influenced by anything except the facts of  the case. If  a man cheated and stole from his neighbor, it 
did not matter that the thief  was rich and influential in society, or that the victim was a poor slob. A just 
ruler could not be partial to anyone. That is, he could not give undue favoritism to anyone who 
presented a legal case. 
	 The concept of  impartiality is visually captured in our day by statues of  “lady justice” in court rooms 
and government buildings. Traditionally, justice is represented as a woman wearing a blindfold while 
holding a scale of  weights on one hand and a sword in the other. In other words, true justice does not 
have eyes to see who is involved in a legal case and thus be swayed by particular parties to the case. True 
justice is only be guided by the facts of  the case, understood within the framework of  righteousness of  
the Law of  God (the scale of  weights in one hand) and thus metes out punishment accordingly (the 
sword in the other hand). 
	 In other words, impartiality insists that right is right, and wrong is wrong, no matter what else may be 
true in a case. No matter the Supreme Court precedent. No matter the amount of  sophisticated legal 
words lawyers can proliferate. No matter how many bribes are offered. No matter the size of  the mob 
knocking down your door. No matter the death threats. No matter the oligarchic collusion of  big 
business with government. A just ruler may not show favoritism or partiality to the oppressor and wicked, 
and disregard the innocent party. A just ruler is to be incorruptible. He cannot be bought, bullied, or 
negotiated with. Justice does not have a price. 
	 Impartiality is also called the “Rule of  Law.” This expression means precisely what it says. The law 
must rule above all else. The priority in legal proceedings is the law applied to the facts at hand. Any 
other consideration is subordinate to the place of  God’s Law.  
	 On the other hand, to be partial is to engage in iniquity. This is the root definition of  iniquity: in- 
(“no” or “anti-”) and equity (“justice”). Iniquity is not only general sin against God; it is what deprives 
others of  what they are owed in the eyes of  God’s Law. 
	 The most frequent command God issues to rulers is the command to be impartial because it is an 
indispensable virtue for a just society. Here is a selection of  Biblical passages: 

Lev 19:15, 35-36: You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in 
righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. […] 35 “You shall do no wrong in judgment, in measures of  length or 
weight or quantity. 36 You shall have just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin: I am the Lord your 
God, who brought you out of  the land of  Egypt. 

Ex 23:1-7: You shall not spread a false report. You shall not join hands with a wicked man to be a malicious witness. 
2 You shall not fall in with the many to do evil, nor shall you bear witness in a lawsuit, siding with the many, so as 
to pervert justice, 3 nor shall you be partial to a poor man in his lawsuit. 4 If  you meet your enemy’s ox or his 
donkey going astray, you shall bring it back to him. 5 If  you see the donkey of  one who hates you lying down under 
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its burden, you shall refrain from leaving him with it; you shall rescue it with him. 6 You shall not pervert the justice 
due to your poor in his lawsuit. 7 Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent and righteous, for I will 
not acquit the wicked. 8 And you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and subverts the cause of  
those who are in the right.  

Deut 1:16-18: And I charged your judges at that time, ‘Hear the cases between your brothers, and judge righteously 
between a man and his brother or the alien who is with him. 17 You shall not be partial in judgment. You shall hear 
the small and the great alike. You shall not be intimidated by anyone, for the judgment is God’s. And the case that is 
too hard for you, you shall bring to me, and I will hear it.’ 18 And I commanded you at that time all the things that 
you should do. 

Deut 16:18-20: 18 You shall appoint judges and officers in all your towns that the Lord your God is giving you, 
according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment. 19 You shall not pervert justice. You 
shall not show partiality, and you shall not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of  the wise and subverts the 
cause of  the righteous. 20 Justice, and only justice, you shall follow, that you may live and inherit the land that the 
Lord your God is giving you.  

Deut 24:17-18: 17 You shall not pervert the justice due to the sojourner or to the fatherless, or take a widow’s garment 
in pledge, 18 but you shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you from there; 
therefore I command you to do this.  

Deut 27:19: “ ‘Cursed be anyone who perverts the justice due to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow.’ And all 
the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 

Ps 72:1-4, 12-14: 1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son! 2 May he judge your 
people with righteousness, and your poor with justice! 3 Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the 
hills, in righteousness! 4 May he defend the cause of  the poor of  the people, give deliverance to the children of  the 
needy, and crush the oppressor! […] 12 For he delivers the needy when he calls, the poor and him who has no helper. 
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of  the needy. 14 From oppression and violence he 
redeems their life, and precious is their blood in his sight.  

Prov 11:1: A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, but a just weight is his delight. 
Prov 16:10-13: An oracle is on the lips of  a king; his mouth does not sin in judgment. 11 A just balance and scales are 

the Lord’s; all the weights in the bag are his work. 12 It is an abomination to kings to do evil, for the throne is 
established by righteousness. 13 Righteous lips are the delight of  a king, and he loves him who speaks what is right.  

Prov 17:15, 23: 15 He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous are both alike an abomination to 
the Lord.  […] The wicked accepts a bribe in secret to pervert the ways of  justice. 

Prov 18:5: It is not good to be partial to the wicked or to deprive the righteous of  justice.  
Prov 20:10, 23, 26: 10 Unequal weights and unequal measures are both alike an abomination to the Lord. […] 23 

Unequal weights are an abomination to the Lord, and false scales are not good. […] 26 A wise king winnows the 
wicked and drives the wheel over them. 

Prov 20:23: Unequal weights are an abomination to the Lord, and false scales are not good.  
Prov 20:26: A wise king winnows the wicked and drives the wheel over them. 
Prov 22:22-23: 22 Do not rob the poor, because he is poor, or crush the afflicted at the gate, 23 for the Lord will plead 

their cause and rob of  life those who rob them.  
Prov 24:23-25: These also are sayings of  the wise. Partiality in judging is not good.24 Whoever says to the wicked, 

“You are in the right,” will be cursed by peoples, abhorred by nations, 25 but those who rebuke the wicked will have 
delight, and a good blessing will come upon them. 

Prov 25:4-5: Take away the dross from the silver, and the smith has material for a vessel; 5 take away the wicked from 
the presence of  the king, and his throne will be established in righteousness. 

Jer. 22:1-5: Thus says the Lord: “Go down to the house of  the king of  Judah and speak there this word, 2 and say, 
‘Hear the word of  the Lord, O king of  Judah, who sits on the throne of  David, you, and your servants, and your 
people who enter these gates. 3 Thus says the Lord: Do justice and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of  the 
oppressor him who has been robbed. And do no wrong or violence to the resident alien, the fatherless, and the widow, 
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nor shed innocent blood in this place. 4 For if  you will indeed obey this word, then there shall enter the gates of  this 
house kings who sit on the throne of  David, riding in chariots and on horses, they and their servants and their 
people. 5 But if  you will not obey these words, I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that this house shall become a 
desolation. 

	 In an interesting episode in the NT, James writes to the Church, picking up this OT theme. He 
exhorts Christians to show no partiality in the Church and contrasts what their actions should be to what 
the actions of  civil rulers actually are. 

Jam 2:1-7: My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of  glory. 2 For if  a 
man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 
3 and if  you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say 
to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions among 
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in 
the world to be rich in faith and heirs of  the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 6 But you have 
dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not 
the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called? 

Why would you act, in the Church of  Jesus Christ, like the partial and wicked rulers that oppress others? 
That’s the point of  James. Be righteous like God your Father in heaven is righteous. What does this 
mean? The Church may not attend to one visitor because he is wealthy and may enrich the coffers of  
the Church, and neglect another visitor who is of  a lower economic class. Christians may not condition 
their behavior, decisions, commitment to the truth on whether they’ll get a favorable outcome from a 
particular person or group of  influencers. What is right is right, no matter what, and the Church is to do 
right by all men, extending courtesy and neighborliness to all who may attend the halls of  Zion. 
	 Which brings up an important question: why does God stress the right of  the poor and needy all 
throughout His Word? It is not because these groups are righteous simply because they are poor. It is 
because they are at a disadvantage compared to the wealthy, influential, and powerful who can attempt 
to pay for their “justice” through bribes. In his 2016 work, Mission of  God: A Manifesto of  Hope for Society, 
Joseph Boot discusses why the Bible’s emphasis on upholding the right of  the poor, needy, widow, 
orphan, and sojourner is so important for impartiality. 

Because poorer people are often without the social status or influence that money can offer, they can 
be more readily deprived of  justice in the courts and political realm (for example, they can’t offer 
bribes or hire top lawyers) and so the Bible frequently refers to poorer people (not some abstract 
proletariat) as those at greatest risk of  oppression, especially the orphan and widow, since their 
weakness (by virtue of  being without a provider and protector in the figure of  a father and husband) 
might be taken advantage of. Any injustice perpetrated against people because of  their 
disadvantaged state is abhorrent to God; we are to give special attention to ensure the rule of  law 
(mishpat) for all such vulnerable ones and oppose all injustice; we are to show mercy and compassion 
and open our hearts to them according to God’s law. But this surely does not mean God takes us 
every ‘cause’ of  marginalized (powerless) groups, or those on low incomes; surely powerlessness or 
poverty does not make a person’s (or group of  persons’) cause just or righteous by definition? In 
Scripture, there is not inherent righteousness in poverty or powerlessness or the cause of  those in 
such a condition. 

Peter Leithart, in a 2016 article entitled, “The Politics of  Doing Justice,” similarly points out the 
importance of  impartiality, especially when a society has both powerful and powerless citizens: 
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The wealthy and powerful always have ways to get a fair hearing, often a hearing that tilts in their 
favor. They hire the best lawyers; they have cocktails with judges; in a pinch, they gain leverage with 
bribes or threats. The poor, though, cannot get justice unless the judge is truly impartial, truly just, 
truly courageous. The fact that the wealthy and powerful are heard tells us nothing about the society. 
But it is a sign of  genuine impartiality if  there is justice for the forgotten. 

Or, in the words of  Calvin, commenting on Psalm 72: 
God is indeed no respecter of  persons; but it is not without cause that God takes a more special care 
of  the poor than of  others, since they are most exposed to injuries and violence. Let laws and the 
administration of  justice be taken away, and the consequence will be, that the more powerful a man 
is, he will be the more able to oppress his poor brethren. David, therefore, particularly mentions that 
the king will be the defender of  those who can only be safe under the protection of  the magistrate, 
and declares that he will be their avenger when they are made the victims of  injustice and wrong.  

In sum, God allows the poor and needy to exist in every society as a test to rulers: will they show 
partiality and disregard the right of  the ones that could be so easily overlooked, neglected, and abused? 
Or will civil rulers do what’s right by all men, including the poor and needy, even when it gains them no 
political favors? In the words of  Proverbs 29:14: “If  a king faithfully judges the poor, his throne will be 
established forever.” 

VI. DUTIES OF KINGS AND RULERS: MINISTERS OF GOD TO PUNISH EVIL AND 
PROTECT THE GOOD 
In studying the Law of  God, the Israelite king would understand that he had been appointed by God to 
that high office in order to faithfully reflect God. Kings, judges, and all governing authorities are 
ministers of  God, servants of  the LORD, the Great King, to do His will (Romans 13:1-7). And what kind 
of  King is the LORD? 

Deut 10:17-18: For the Lord your God is God of  gods and Lord of  lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome 
God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. 18 He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the 
sojourner, giving him food and clothing. 

Ps 68:1-6: God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered; and those who hate him shall flee before him! 2 As smoke is 
driven away, so you shall drive them away; as wax melts before fire, so the wicked shall perish before God! 3 But the 
righteous shall be glad; they shall exult before God; they shall be jubilant with joy! 4 Sing to God, sing praises to his 
name; lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts; his name is the Lord; exult before him! 5 Father of  the 
fatherless and protector of  widows is God in his holy habitation. 6 God settles the solitary in a home; he leads out 
the prisoners to prosperity, but the rebellious dwell in a parched land.  

God is a just King. In other words, God brings desolation to the wicked and protects those who are 
defenseless (the orphan and fatherless). Because God is just, those who are called to reflect God as civil 
rulers are to be just, too: punishing the wicked, and defending the right of  the defenseless who would 
easily be exploited and abused by the wicked. 
	 In Romans 13, Paul summarizes the OT teaching regarding God’s calling for civil rulers. They are 
ministers of  God equipped with the sword to punish the evildoer, and by consequence, promote the 
good: 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist 
have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who 
resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of  the one 
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who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is God’s servant for your good. 
But if  you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of  God, an avenger who 
carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 

Civil governments is the servant of  God, established and authorized by God to a particular ministry (v1). 
Civil government’s authority is derivative, given by God; it has no authority of  its own. This is why civil 
government must not go beyond the bounds of  its authority, which always leads to tyranny. As ministers 
of  God, civil rulers are obligated to understand what accords with true righteousness (human law must 
faithfully reflect divine law): they are to punish evildoers and bad conduct, approve and promote what is 
good, and defend the right of  all to citizens to fulfill those obligations God has put upon all men (vv3-4). 
Elsewhere, Paul makes clear the punitive nature of  the Law. It is given to punish offenses: 

1 Tim 1:8-11: Now we know that the law is good, if  one uses it lawfully, 9 understanding this, that the law is not 
laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for 
those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10 the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, 
enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, 11 in accordance with the gospel of  the glory of  
the blessed God with which I have been entrusted. 

	 The Bible is clear. Not only does God punish evildoers and protect the innocent, He does so through 
just rulers who must do the same in imitation of  Him, as His duly deputized vicegerents. For the ruler to 
fail to do so is for the ruler to become wicked himself, and to introduce evil into society. This is the point 
King Lemuel’s mother wants her son to understand. God expects civil rulers like her son to punish evil 
and protect the innocent. 

Prov 31:1-9: The words of  King Lemuel. An oracle that his mother taught him: 2 What are you doing, my son? What 
are you doing, son of  my womb? What are you doing, son of  my vows? 3 Do not give your strength to women, your 
ways to those who destroy kings. 4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, or for rulers to take 
strong drink, 5 lest they drink and forget what has been decreed and pervert the rights of  all the afflicted. 6 Give strong 
drink to the one who is perishing, and wine to those in bitter distress; 7 let them drink and forget their poverty and 
remember their misery no more. 8 Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of  all who are destitute. 9 Open your 
mouth, judge righteously, defend the rights of  the poor and needy.  

Kings and rulers are not to dissipate their strength with women or intoxicating drink. Anything that 
would make a man subservient to it, rather than to God, is dishonorable and a hindrance to true glory. 
This is especially relevant for young men who are called by God to be patriarchs and kings. Proverbs is 
the catechism of  wisdom that teaches that the path to true greatness is fearing the Lord and self-control. 
When kings do not have self-control, and are gripped and controlled by anything other than a fear of  the 
Lord (e.g. wealth, women, influence, pleasure, bribes of  any kind, saving face), they will pervert the rights 
of  all the afflicted. When a young Christian man learns self-control, he will be able to fulfill one of  the 
tasks God calls him to as a king— to advocate for the destitute and all those who would be oppressed by 
judging impartially the claims of  all, including the poor and needy. 
	 An example of  a righteous ruler is found in Job, the guardian-king of  the land of  Uz. Job was held in 
high esteem by all because he was stalwart defender of  justice. That is, he punished evildoers, protected 
the oppressed, and defended the right of  all to a fair and impartial redress. I love this passage: 

Job 29:11-20: When the ear heard, it called me blessed, and when the eye saw, it approved, 12 because I delivered the 
poor who cried for help, and the fatherless who had none to help him. 13 The blessing of  him who was about to perish 
came upon me, and I caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy. 14 I put on righteousness, and it clothed me; my justice 
was like a robe and a turban. 15 I was eyes to the blind and feet to the lame. 16 I was a father to the needy, and I 
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searched out the cause of  him whom I did not know. 17 I broke the fangs of  the unrighteous and made him drop his prey 
from his teeth. 18 Then I thought, ‘I shall die in my nest, and I shall multiply my days as the sand, 19 my roots spread 
out to the waters, with the dew all night on my branches, 20 my glory fresh with me, and my bow ever new in my hand.’ 

Job was a godly king. You would have loved to live under his reign in the land of  Uz. But be warned: 
righteousness is not warm and fuzzy. It’s often rough around the edges. It wields a sword for the wicked 
man whose evil would destroy the land, unravel the seems of  creational institutions (like the church, 
family, marriage, children, work, and Sabbath), introduce unspeakable barbaric acts into the population, 
and corrupt the young and old. In a duly ordained ruler, righteousness is a bloody fist that has knocked 
out the teeth of  the wicked. But for the defenseless, righteousness is life. It is a father to the fatherless, 
food and provision for the poor, eyes to the blind, feet to the lame. Just like God. 
	 If  a ruler does not punish the wicked nor protect the innocent, that ruler’s land will have more 
wickedness and less righteousness. It is an incontrovertible fact that a society will receive more of  what it 
permits and promotes, and less of  what it penalizes and punishes. A ruler who leaves evil unpunished in 
his land will himself  become evil. Calvin notes this in his comments on Psalm 72: 

It is therefore requisite for a king to be a man of  wisdom, and resolutely prepared effectually to 
restrain the violent and injurious, that the rights of  the meek and orderly may be preserved 
unimpaired. Thus none will be fit for governing a people but he who has learned to be rigorous when 
the case requires. Licentiousness must necessarily prevail under an effeminate and inactive sovereign, 
or even under one who is of  a disposition too gentle and forbearing. […]  
	 [T]he ornaments or distinctions which chiefly secure to a sovereign reverence from his subjects 
are his impartially securing to every man the possession of  his own rights, and his manifesting a spirit 
of  humanity ready at all times to succor the poor and miserable, as well as a spirit determined 
rigorously to subdue the audacity of  the wicked.  

VII. DUTIES OF KINGS AND RULERS: DO NOT HINDER THE MINISTRY OF THE 
CHURCH 
Although God calls civil government to be impartial, He does not call it to be neutral. Human government 
must not be agnostic (or play dumb) as to the true religion. It must not insist that all religions and 
religious expressions are equally valid. As a minister of  God, civil government is called to rule under God 
and for God, which is to say, civil government is to favor the Christian faith.  
	 For decades now, Christians have mistakenly believed in the myth of  neutrality, erroneously thinking 
that government can be separated from God and all religion, as if  that were possible. We have failed to 
understand that the greatest good in society is godly virtue and the fear of  the Lord. 
	 Without exception, the Protestant Reformation believed that when kings, queens, princes, judges, 
nobles, senators, congressmen, mayors, governors, and local council members are righteous in their 
governance, that is, when they are impartial in their judgments and faithful to the precepts of  God in 
their official capacity as civil authorities, they will not hinder the ministry of  the Church of  Jesus Christ. 
Of  course, this principle was applied in different places and at different times in different ways. But the 
principle remains the same: civil government is a minister of  God for the common weal of  all, and for 
the specific promotion of  the Christian religion. This is a principle that is derived from Scripture: 

Is. 49:23: Kings shall be your foster fathers, and their queens your nursing mothers. With their faces to the ground they 
shall bow down to you, and lick the dust of  your feet. Then you will know that I am the Lord; those who wait for me 
shall not be put to shame. 
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God calls civil government to be a foster father and a nursing mother to the Christian religion. They are 
to nurture the Christian faith by removing societal obstacles to Christian worship. They are guardians 
who protect the gates of  Christendom from barbaric invasions. 
	 To be sure, there is a legitimate separation of  church and state. This was true even in the OT. Of  
course, there is never a legitimate separation of  God and state: God rules over all, including civil 
governments who are accountable to Him. In the OT, however, kings could not offer sacrifices (consider 
the sad cases of  Saul and Uzziah). Priests could not adjudicate legal cases nor enter into battle to defend 
the homeland. 
	 Nevertheless, in all things, civil government is to undergird the good of  the Christian faith in society: 
protect the liberty of  Christians to assemble for worship and at other times. Protect the institution of  
marriage. Protect the rule of  law. Protect the property of  the Church from vandalism and other criminal 
activities. Do not normalize abominations as good things. Do not criminalize good as evil. And so and so 
and so forth. Simple things, really. 
	 This is precisely what all Protestant churches have taught throughout the centuries. Consider two 
examples. First, the Belgic Confession, Article 36. Here is an echo of  the OT and NT teaching on the 
civil magistrate (this is from the American version used by the URCNA, amended from its much 
stronger, original wording of  1561): 

[…] And being called in this manner to contribute to the advancement of  a society that is pleasing to 
God, the civil rulers have the task, subject to God’s law, of  removing every obstacle to the preaching 
of  the gospel and to every aspect of  divine worship.  
	 They should do this while completely refraining from every tendency toward exercising absolute 
authority, and while functioning in the sphere entrusted to them, with the means belonging to them. 
	 They should do it in order that the Word of  God may have free course; the kingdom of  Jesus 
Christ may make progress; and every anti-Christian power may be resisted. 

Likewise, the Westminster Confession, Article 23.3, says substantially the same (again, this is from the 
American version of  the confession used in the OPC, amended from its much stronger, original wording 
of  1647): 

Civil magistrates may not assume to themselves the administration of  the Word and sacraments; or 
the power of  the keys of  the kingdom of  heaven; or, in the least, interfere in matters of  faith. Yet, as 
nursing fathers, it is the duty of  civil magistrates to protect the church of  our common Lord, without 
giving the preference to any denomination of  Christians above the rest, in such a manner that all 
ecclesiastical persons whatever shall enjoy the full, free, and unquestioned liberty of  discharging 
every part of  their sacred functions, without violence or danger. And, as Jesus Christ hath appointed 
a regular government and discipline in his church, no law of  any commonwealth should interfere 
with, let, or hinder, the due exercise thereof, among the voluntary members of  any denomination of  
Christians, according to their own profession and belief. It is the duty of  civil magistrates to protect 
the person and good name of  all their people, in such an effectual manner as that no person be 
suffered, either upon pretense of  religion or of  infidelity, to offer any indignity, violence, abuse, or 
injury to any other person whatsoever: and to take order, that all religious and ecclesiastical 
assemblies be held without molestation or disturbance. 

In other words, we’re supposed to follow 1 Timothy 2:2 and offer, “supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings […] for kings and all who are in high positions.” To what end? So that civil rulers can 
leave the Church alone and so that Church can go about its calling in “a peaceful and quiet life, godly 
and dignified in every way.” 
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VIII. THE CONTRAST BETWEEN WICKED RULERS AND RIGHTEOUS RULERS 
Wicked rulers are unjust rulers. They are a blight to their own people because they oppress them by 
stealing from them, withholding access to impartial courts, neglecting to enforce just laws, whimsically 
and arbitrarily favoring one group over others, and thus cultivating in their populace a constant state of  
fear and moral laxity where no one knows what is right, no one wants to admit the emperor has no 
clothes, and all from the highest to the lowest become numb to what is truly honorable and good. 
Because of  their moral turpitude, wicked rulers are not mourned when they pass from this life. Their 
death is celebrated.  
	 Righteous rulers, on the other hand, are life-giving. They honor the Lord personally and in their 
official capacity. Their faithfulness to the Law of  God means that the goodness of  God’s Law is codified, 
protected, and promoted as a common good for the common weal, or prosperity, of  all in society. 
Adherence to the Law of  God (which is what righteousness is) creates the conditions for true human 
flourishing and happiness. Consider the contrast between wicked and righteous rulers: 

Prov 11:10: When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices, and when the wicked perish there are shouts of  
gladness. 

Prov 28:12: When the righteous triumph, there is great glory, but when the wicked rise, people hide themselves. 
Prov 29:2: When the righteous increase, the people rejoice, but when the wicked rule, the people groan.  
Prov 28:12, 28: When the righteous triumph, there is great glory, but when the wicked rise, people hide themselves. 

[…] 28 When the wicked rise, people hide themselves, but when they perish, the righteous increase. 
Prov 28:15-16: Like a roaring lion or a charging bear is a wicked ruler over a poor people. 16 A ruler who lacks 

understanding is a cruel oppressor, but he who hates unjust gain will prolong his days.  
Prov 29:2: When the righteous increase, the people rejoice, but when the wicked rule, the people groan. 
Prov 29:12: If  a ruler listens to falsehood, all his officials will be wicked. 

What can secure a land in peace and prosperity? Righteousness. That is, faithful adherence to the Law 
of  God. There can be no prosperity in a land without the people of  that land bowing down to the one, 
true, living God in wholehearted devotion and worship. The order is inflexible. First, righteousness. 
Then, peace and prosperity. Not the other way around. 

Isaiah 32:16-18: Then justice will dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness abide in the fruitful field. 17 And the 
effect of  righteousness will be peace, and the result of  righteousness, quietness and trust forever. 18 My people will abide 
in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places. 

The effects of  civil righteousness are peace and prosperity. Near the end of  his life, reflecting upon his 
rule in Israel, King David declares this truth when he describes a just ruler: “one who rules in the fear of  
God.” He recognizes the salutary effect of  such a just ruler: the light and healing of  God’s truth dawns 
upon men. 

2 Sam 23:3-4: The God of  Israel has spoken; the Rock of  Israel has said to me: When one rules justly over men, 
ruling in the fear of  God, 4 he dawns on them like the morning light, like the sun shining forth on a cloudless morning, 
like rain that makes grass to sprout from the earth.  
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IX. ISRAEL’S MORAL AND POLITICAL CORRUPTION: A LESSON FOR OUR SOCIETY 
TODAY 
God expected rulers in Israel to rule justly, that is, to follow the rule of  law and be impartial in how they 
decide cases. Because of  their exalted calling from God, rulers are held to a higher standard. In fact, so 
exalted is their office that God calls civil rulers, “gods,” since they are to represent God in their 
leadership (reflecting God’s mercy, justice, righteousness, impartiality). Israel’s rulers, however, grew 
corrupt and blasphemed God in their official capacity. As a result, God judges Israel’s judges and casts 
them down from their lofty positions. Jesus cites Psalm 82 in John 10:34 in condemning the rulers of  
Israel during his ministry. 

Ps. 82: A Psalm of  Asaph. 1 God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of  the gods he holds judgment: 
2 “How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? Selah 3 Give justice to the weak and the 
fatherless; maintain the right of  the afflicted and the destitute. 4 Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the 
hand of  the wicked.” 5 They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk about in darkness; all the foundations 
of  the earth are shaken. 6 I said, “You are gods, sons of  the Most High, all of  you; 7 nevertheless, like men you shall 
die, and fall like any prince.” 8 Arise, O God, judge the earth; for you shall inherit all the nations!  

	 There was in Israel, by the time of  the prophets, a wholesale breakdown of  righteousness. Why did 
God threaten punishment and eventually exile His people out of  the land they had polluted? What were 
their sins? Simply put, they had departed from God in their hearts, lives, and practices. Their sin against 
God was manifest in their sin against their neighbor. Note how the prophets pinpoint, with great 
frequency, the injustices of  the rulers of  Israel and Judah committed against their fellow Israelites, the 
people over whom God had put them in charge. 
	 What are the specific charges against the rulers? God declares that they have perverted justice, ruled 
with partiality, and turned a blind eye to the oppressed who have a rightful claim. Israel’s rulers have 
received bribes from the wicked who have legal cases pending against them. They have conspired to 
violently steal the wages, property, livelihood, and very life of  the innocent. The sins of  Israel’s rulers 
have infected Israelite society at every level. There is no wholeness in all of  society. Consider the 
following excerpts from the prophets. 
	 Jeremiah declares that Israelite society has become treacherous. Falsehood is all there is. All is 
deception. All is propaganda and misinformation. Everyone is scheming to do evil. Amos declares that 
Israel has an absolute commitment to lies and a hatred of  truth (hence, the coming famine of  the Word 
of  God). Israel’s rulers must not impede justice but let it roll down. Micah condemns Judah’s leaders for 
having built its city and wealth on injustice. The leaders have a “pay-to-play” system— pay me and I’ll sell 
you access to power and give you what you want. 
	 We deceive ourselves if  we think our nation is substantially different from faithless Israel. We deceive 
ourselves if  we think our society can sin with impunity against God and not suffer societal, 
intergenerational, and eternal consequences. 

Jer. 5:24-29; 9:2-6: They do not say in their hearts, ‘Let us fear the Lord our God, who gives the rain in its season, 
the autumn rain and the spring rain, and keeps for us the weeks appointed for the harvest.’ 25 Your iniquities have 
turned these away, and your sins have kept good from you. 26 For wicked men are found among my people; they lurk 
like fowlers lying in wait. They set a trap; they catch men. 27 Like a cage full of  birds, their houses are full of  
deceit; therefore they have become great and rich; 28 they have grown fat and sleek. They know no bounds in deeds 
of  evil; they judge not with justice the cause of  the fatherless, to make it prosper, and they do not defend the rights of  
the needy. 29 Shall I not punish them for these things? declares the Lord, and shall I not avenge myself  on a nation 
such as this?” […] 
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	 2 Oh that I had in the desert a travelers’ lodging place, that I might leave my people and go away from them! For 
they are all adulterers, a company of  treacherous men. 3 They bend their tongue like a bow; falsehood and not truth 
has grown strong in the land; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they do not know me, declares the Lord. 4Let 
everyone beware of  his neighbor, and put no trust in any brother, for every brother is a deceiver, and every neighbor 
goes about as a slanderer. 5 Everyone deceives his neighbor, and no one speaks the truth; they have taught their tongue 
to speak lies; they weary themselves committing iniquity. 6 Heaping oppression upon oppression, and deceit upon 
deceit, they refuse to know me, declares the Lord.  

Amos 5:10-15, 24: They hate him who reproves in the gate, and they abhor him who speaks the truth. 11 Therefore 
because you trample on the poor and you exact taxes of  grain from him, you have built houses of  hewn stone, but 
you shall not dwell in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine. 12 For I know 
how many are your transgressions and how great are your sins— you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 
and turn aside the needy in the gate. 13 Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time, for it is an evil 
time. 14 Seek good, and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the God of  hosts, will be with you, as you have 
said. 15 Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the Lord, the God of  hosts, will be 
gracious to the remnant of  Joseph. […]  

		 24 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  
Micah 3:9-12: Hear this, you heads of  the house of  Jacob and rulers of  the house of  Israel, who detest justice and 

make crooked all that is straight, 10 who build Zion with blood and Jerusalem with iniquity. 11 Its heads give 
judgment for a bribe; its priests teach for a price; its prophets practice divination for money; yet they lean on the Lord 
and say, “Is not the Lord in the midst of  us? No disaster shall come upon us.” 12 Therefore because of  you Zion 
shall be plowed as a field; Jerusalem shall become a heap of  ruins, and the mountain of  the house a wooded height.  

X. ENTER THE GREAT KING 
The Law of  God is our standard of  righteousness. Given by God to Israel (and to the world) but forsaken 
by Israel in her latter days, the Law’s glory has been dimmed in our day by our sins and that of  our civil 
rulers. 
	 But the Great King has come. The Great King, prophesied by all the oracles of  the Old Testament is 
the eternal and incarnate Son of  God, Jesus Christ. Jesus the Great King has come to deliver us by His 
body and blood— with His very life— from the condemnation of  the Law that is due to us because of  
our rebellion and powerlessness to obey the Law, a rebellion that rendered us guilty of  all transgressions 
and debtors without recourse to ever pay what the Law demands, destined to God’s wrath in time and in 
eternity. 
	 But Jesus the Great King does more than simply forgive us our sins and transform our lives to be 
conformed to His will. He makes the Church His paradigm people, a model and preview of  what He 
will do on the last day. The Church has begun to know the comprehensive, righteous, loving reign of  
Jesus the Great King now. The world will know the comprehensive, righteous, loving governance of  Jesus 
the Great King on the Last Day. Thus, we beseech the Lord: Hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 

Psalm 2: Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 2 The kings of  the earth set themselves, and the rulers 
take counsel together, against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast 
away their cords from us.” 4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. 5 Then he will 
speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, 6 “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy 
hill.” 7 I will tell of  the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 8 Ask of  me, 
and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of  the earth your possession. 9 You shall break them with a 
rod of  iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers 
of  the earth. 11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish 
in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.  
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Isaiah 2:2-5: It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of  the house of  the Lord shall be established as 
the highest of  the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, 3 and many 
peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of  the Lord, to the house of  the God of  Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of  Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
word of  the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 5 O house of  Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of  the Lord.  

Is. 9:6-7: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. 7 Of  the increase of  his 
government and of  peace there will be no end, on the throne of  David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of  the Lord of  hosts 
will do this.  

Jer 23:5-6 (see also 33:14-15): “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: 
‘The Lord is our righteousness.’  

Dan 7:13-14, 27: “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of  heaven there came one like a son of  
man, and he came to the Ancient of  Days and was presented before him. 14 And to him was given dominion and 
glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. […] 27 And the kingdom 
and the dominion and the greatness of  the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be given to the people of  the 
saints of  the Most High; his kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey 
him.’  

Hosea 2:16-20: “And in that day, declares the Lord, you will call me ‘My Husband,’ and no longer will you call me 
‘My Baal.’ 17 For I will remove the names of  the Baals from her mouth, and they shall be remembered by name no 
more. 18 And I will make for them a covenant on that day with the beasts of  the field, the birds of  the heavens, and 
the creeping things of  the ground. And I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land, and I will make 
you lie down in safety. 19 And I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in 
justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. 20 I will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you shall know the Lord.  

Luke 1:46-55: And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has 
looked on the humble estate of  his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for he 
who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from 
generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of  their 
hearts; 52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of  humble estate; 53 he has filled the 
hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance 
of  his mercy, 55 as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”  

2 Peter 3:13: But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells.  

Rev. 21:1-4; 22-22:5: Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of  heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of  God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself  will be 
with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” […] 22 And I saw no 
temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of  sun or 
moon to shine on it, for the glory of  God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations 
walk, and the kings of  the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there 
will be no night there. 26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor of  the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will 
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ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of  
life.  

22 Then the angel showed me the river of  the water of  life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of  God and of  the 
Lamb 2 through the middle of  the street of  the city; also, on either side of  the river, the tree of  life with its twelve 
kinds of  fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of  the tree were for the healing of  the nations. 3 No longer 
will there be anything accursed, but the throne of  God and of  the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship 
him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need 
no light of  lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.  
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XI. MORE QUOTATIONS FROM THE PROTESTANT CHURCH AND REFORMED 
PASTORS 
Calvin, Institutes of  the Christian Religion (1536), IV.XX.9:  
The duty of  magistrates, its nature, as described by the word of  God, and the things in which it consists, 
I will here indicate in passing. That it extends to both tables of  the law, did Scripture not teach, we might 
learn from profane writers; for no man has discoursed of  the duty of  magistrates, the enacting of  laws, 
and the common weal, without beginning with religion and divine worship. Thus all have confessed that 
no polity can be successfully established unless piety be its first care, and that those laws are absurd which 
disregard the rights of  God, and consult only for men. Seeing then that among philosophers religion 
holds the first place, and that the same thing has always been observed with the universal consent of  
nations, Christian princes and magistrates may be ashamed of  their heartlessness if  they make it not 
their care. We have already shown that this office is specially assigned them by God, and indeed it is right 
that they exert themselves in asserting and defending the honor of  him whose vicegerents they are, and 
by whose favor they rule. […] We say, therefore, that they are the ordained guardians and vindicators of  
public innocence, modesty, honor, and tranquillity, so that it should be their only study to provide for the 
common peace and safety. 

Philip Melanchthon, “Of  Worldly Authority” in Loci Communes (1555):  
These and similar passages [1 Timothy 1:9; Psalm 2:10; Psalm 24:7; Matthew 10:33; Matthew 17:5] 
clearly show that the worldly authority [civil rulers] himself  is obliged to accept the holy gospel, to 
believe, confess, and direct others to true divine service. Therefore, he is to prohibit idolatry and false 
doctrine and to punish stubbornness. It is really deplorable that we have any doubts about whether 
worldly authorities are to seek God’s glory or their own general happiness! This office before all else 
should serve God, and should regulate and direct everything to the glory of  God. 

Second Helvetic Confession (1566), Chapter 30 (excerpt): 
The magistracy is from God. Magistracy of  every kind is instituted by God himself  for the peace and 
tranquillity of  the human race, and thus it should have the chief  place in the world. If  the magistrate is 
opposed to the Church, he can hinder and disturb it very much; but if  he is a friend and even a member 
of  the Church, he is a most useful and excellent member of  it, who is able to benefit it greatly, and to 
assist it best of  all. 
	 The Duty of  the Magistrate. The chief  duty of  the magistrate is to secure and preserve peace and public 
tranquillity. Doubtless he will never do this more successfully than when he is truly God-fearing and 
religious; that is to say, when, according to the example of  the most holy kings and princes of  the people 
of  the Lord, he promotes the preaching of  the truth and sincere faith, roots out lies and all superstition, 
together with all impiety and idolatry, and defends the Church of  God. We certainly teach that the care 
of  religion belongs especially to the holy magistrate. 
	 Let him, therefore, hold the Word of  God in his hands, and take care lest anything contrary to it is 
taught. Likewise let him govern the people entrusted to him by God with good laws made according to 
the Word of  God, and let him keep them in discipline, duty and obedience. Let him exercise judgment 
by judging uprightly. Let him not respect any man’s person or accept bribes. Let him protect widows, 
orphans and the afflicted. Let him punish and even banish criminals, impostors and barbarians. For he 
does not bear the sword in vain (Rom. 13:4) 
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	 Therefore, let him draw this sword of  God against all malefactors, seditious persons, thieves, 
murderers, oppressors, blasphemers, perjured persons, and all those whom God has commanded him to 
punish and even to execute. Let him suppress stubborn heretics (who are truly heretics), who do not 
cease to blaspheme the majesty of  God and to trouble, and even to destroy the Church of  God. […] 

Thomas Houston, The Christian Magistrate: A Discourse (1832):  
The minister of  an earthly potentate must have a constant regard to the will of  his sovereign, and the 
fundamental laws of  the country must form the rule of  his administration, else he is unworthy the trust 
reposed in him, and an enemy to the best interests of  the community. Can it be imagined, that the 
minister of  God should be placed in a worse condition than the servant of  a mere earthly ruler? Is it to 
be believed, that his appointment to office shall be directed, or his official conduct measured by a rule 
less perfect than the law of  Jehovah? There is not an individual of  the vast family of  mankind who is not 
under law to God;—even where the light of  Divine revelation has never shone, “the Gentiles which have 
not the” written “law, are a law unto themselves” [Romans 2:14]. The whole deportment of  the 
individual—his every thought and word and action must be brought to the measuring reed of  the Divine 
Word ; and just as he stands this scrutiny, is the degree of  moral approbation or blame to which he is 
entitled. The rule is of  more extensive application still. […] There is no evidence that Civil Magistracy 
is, as has been vainly pretended, thrown loose from the restraint of  Jehovah’s law, and left to be 
established and regulated by the ambition or caprice, the perverted will or the blinded consciences of  
men. […] In the hand of  the glorious Mediator, the law is a rule of  life for Magistrates in their political, 
as in their private capacity—the exalted standard on which their eyes must perpetually be fixed, while, as 
the servants of  the Most High God, they perform their ministry. Obedience herein is the foundation of  
prosperity to themselves, and to the states over whose interests they preside—rejection of  the Divine law 
will be inevitably followed by the displeasure of  heaven, and will prove the source of  many evils both to 
rulers and people. To Magistrates is the voice of  warning and exhortation addressed by the Great 
Lawgiver—“Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a 
little.” […] 
	 “The Christian Magistrate should be a just man, possessed of  a sacred love to rectitude and truth in 
his heart, and surrendering himself  to the influence of  these heaven-born principles in all his public 
proceedings. He is the “minister” of  Him of  whom it is declared—“He is a Rock; his work is perfect; for 
all his ways are judgment; a God of  truth and without iniquity; just and right is he.” Always should he 
aim, as God’s deputy, to display these features in his administration. In his private and public conduct, he 
is equally bound with the meanest subject to conform to the laws of  the state. […] Not only should the 
Magistrate, in his official conduct, set an example of  strict regard to the laws, and unbending integrity in 
administering them, but he must provide, also, that the subordinate officers selected by him be men of  
like spirit. A person is justly held responsible for what is done in his name by others commissioned by 
him, and acting under his authority. The integrity of  a faithful ruler will lead him to purge “the thrones 
of  judgment,” and to exalt the “excellent of  the earth” to places of  power and trust. Uninfluenced by 
fear or favour, and far above the schemes of  an ever-shifting and deceitful expediency, he will study to know 
the rule of  duty, and to walk continually by its direction. With his eye fixed upon the glorious properties 
of  the Divine government, and remembering the character he is called to sustain and the end of  his 
appointment, he will labour to shed abroad, from the high seat of  authority, the influence of  truth and 
justice.” 
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John Murray, “Relation of  Church and State” (1950), in Collected Writings of  John Murray: 
	 “Civil government has its own distinct sphere of  operation and jurisdiction. This sphere is that of  
guarding, maintaining, and promoting justice, order, and peace. Its function to prevent the 
encroachment upon, and to guard the exercise of, the God-given liberties, rights, and privileges of  the 
citizens, and it must provide against attempts to deprive the citizens of  the opportunity to discharge their 
divine obligations [e.g. the creational ordinances of  worship, work, marriage, children, family, Sabbath, 
justice]. In maintaining and promoting these ends the civil magistrate is invested with the power of  the 
sword to restrain evil, to punish evildoers, and to promote good (cf. Rom. 13: 1-6; I Pet. 2: 13, 14). […] 
	 “Both Church and State are under obligation to recognize this subordination and the corresponding 
coordination of  their respective spheres of  operation in the divine institution. Each must maintain and 
assert its autonomy in reference to the other and preserve its freedom from intrusion on the part of  the 
other. But while this diversity of  function and of  sphere must be recognized, guarded, and maintained, 
the larger unity within this diversity exists must not be overlooked. The principle that defines this unity is 
the sovereignty of  God and the obligation emanating from it is the requirement that both Church and 
State must promote the interests of  the Kingdom of  God. It is only on the basis of  such principles that 
any Christian conception of  the relation of  church and state can be developed. […] 
	 “Consequently when the civil magistrate trespasses the limits of  his authority, it is incumbent upon 
the Church to expose and condemn such a violation of  his authority. When laws are proposed or enacted 
which are contrary to the law of  God it is the duty of  the Church to oppose them and expose their 
iniquity. When the civil magistrate fails to exercise his God-given authority in the protection and 
promotion of  the obligations, rights, and liberties of  the citizens, the Church has the right and duty to 
condemn such inaction and by its proclamation of  the counsel of  God to confront the civil magistrate 
with his responsibility and promote the correction of  such neglect. The functions of  the civil magistrate, 
therefore, come within the scope of  the Church’s proclamation in every respect in which the Word of  
God bears upon the proper or improper discharge of  these functions, and it is only the misconception of  
what is involved in the proclamation of  the whole counsel of  God that leads to the notion that the 
Church has no concern with the political sphere. […] 
	 “The question remains: how is the Church to proclaim the counsel of  God as it bears upon civil 
affairs? It is obvious that there are two means, in particular, of  proclaiming the Word of  God, namely, 
the pulpit and the press. The Church lives in the world and it lives within the domain of  political entities. 
If  it is to be faithful to its commission it must make its voice heard and felt in reference to public 
questions. The Church may not supinely stand aside and ignore political corruption, for example, on the 
ground that to pronounce judgment on such issues is to intermeddle in politics. Political corruption is sin, 
it is public sin, and the Church denies its vocation if  it does not reprove it. When there is political 
revolution which contravenes the principles of  God’s Word and is directed against the Kingdom of  God, 
the Church may not be an idle spectator on the ground that the powers that be are ordained of  God. It 
must assess the revolution for what it is in the light of  the Word of  God and proclaim in pulpit and press 
what the judgment of  the Word of  God is. If  political revolution is right; if  it displaces usurpation and 
tyranny, and is in the interests of  equity, the Church may not refrain from expressing bv like media the 
favorable judgment which the principles of  the Word of  God dictate. […] 
	 “It is necessary to be reminded that great caution and reserve must be exercised by the Church in 
making pronouncements regarding political affairs. This caution is particularly necessary in connection 
with the pronouncements and resolutions of  assemblies of  the Church. Hasty analyses and 
proclamations must be avoided and great care must be exercised to insure that pronouncements are in 
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accord with and necessitated by the requirements of  the Word of  God. Too frequently the Church has 
brought reproach upon the name of  Christ and has seriously curtailed its influence for good, by making 
pronouncements which are not supported by the requisite evidence or which are beyond the prerogative 
of  the Church. And the representatives of  the Church in the performance of  their official ministrations 
must beware of  turning the pulpit into a forum for the discussion of  political questions, especially a 
forum for political partisanship. A lopsidedness prejudicial to the proclamation of  the whole counsel of  
God is only too liable to characterize those who are alert to the religious and moral issues at stake in 
political trends and movements.” 

RJ Rushdoony, “Christian Manifesto” (1984): 
1.Sovereignty is an attribute of  God alone, not of  man nor the state. God alone is Lord or Sovereign 

over all things; over state, school, family, vocations, society and all things else. 
2.The Bible is given as the common law of  men and nations and was for most of  U. S. History the 

common law, as Justice Story declared. 
3.Salvation is not by politics, education, the church, or any agency or person other than Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
4.The myth of  Machiavelli, that, by state control at the top, bad men can make a good society is at the 

root of  our cultural crisis and growing collapse. A good omelet cannot be made with bad eggs. Truly 
redeemed men are necessary for a good society. 

5.Civil rulers who rule without the Lord and His law word are, as Augustine said, no different than a 
mafia, only more powerful. 

6.The state is not the government, but one form of  government among many, others being the self-
government of  the Christian man, the family, the school, the church, vocations and society. The state is 
civil government, a ministry of  justice. 

7.For the state to equate itself  with government is tyranny and evil. 
8.The Christian man is the only true free man in all the world, and he is called to exercise dominion 

over all the earth. 
9.Humanism is the way of  death and is the essence of  original sin, or man trying to be his own god. 
10.All men, things, and institutions must serve God, or be judged by Him. 

John Witte, Jr., Law and Protestantism: The Legal Teachings of  the Lutheran Reformation (2002):  
In Heaven, there will be pure law, and thus the lamb will lie down with the lion. In Hell, there will be no 
law, and thus all will devour each other eternally. Heaven will exalt due process, and each will always 
receive what's due. Hell will exalt pure caprice, and no one will ever know what's coming. 

Joseph Boot, Mission of  God: A Manifesto of  Hope for Society (2016):  
The social disaster of  our age is that civil governments have abandoned true justice and separated law 
from justice. In fact, the view of  jurists today, is that neither law nor justice have anything to do with 
morality, let alone religion. In this view, law— and thereby our approximation of  justice— is simply what 
the state enacts. The modern state has conflated positivistic law and justice, rendering justice merely an 
aspect of  the state. This contemporary humanistic view means that justice is no longer basic to law and 
society by virtue of  being a part of  the fundamental order of  things created by the sovereign God. 
Instead, justice is at best a social and so justice is what the state does. 
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