
HOW DO CHRISTIANS RESIST THE ENCROACHMENTS OF BABYLON AND THE BEAST 

OUTLINE 

To hear the audio of  this lecture given over four separate sessions, go hear: 

Lecture 1: Introduction and Topics I-IV 

Lecture 2: Topics IV-X 

Lecture 3: Topics XI-XIV 

Lecture 4: Topics XV-XIX 

I. Know Authority: God and man 
A. God is the source of  all authority. God alone has absolute authority and He alone is owed absolute 

obedience. In the beginning, God instituted man’s authority, but man’s authority is always conditioned upon 
God and thus always limited and never absolute. Limited government is a result of  man’s finitude and 
fallenness. 

B. From Vindiciae Contra Tyrannos (1579): First, the Holy Scripture teach that God reigns by His own proper authority, and 
kings rule by derivation, God from Himself, kings from God. God has a jurisdiction proper and kings are his delegates. It follows 
then that the jurisdiction of  God has no limits, but that of  kings is finite, that the power of  God is infinite, but that of  kings is 
confined, that the kingdom of  God extends itself  to all places, but that of  kings is restrained within the confines of  certain 
countries. In like manner God has created out of  nothing both heaven and earth, therefore, by good right He is lord and master 
of  both. All the inhabitants of  the earth have received from Him everything they have, and are, essentially, His tenants and 
lease-holders. All the rulers and governors of  the world are but His hirelings and vassals, and are obligated to take and 
acknowledge their investitures from Him. God alone is the owner and lord, and all men, whatever their station in life, are His 
tenants, agents, officers and vassals. All without exception owe fealty to Him, according to that which He has committed to their 
dispensation. The higher their place is, the greater their responsibility to God must be, and according to the rank where God has 
raised them, must they make their reckoning before His divine majesty. This is what the Holy Scriptures teach in innumerable 
places, and all the faithful (and even the wisest heathens) have ever acknowledged: that "the earth is the Lord's, and all it 
contains” (Psalm 24:1). 

II. Maintain a Covenanted Life: What allows the Church to do and speak this in Acts 5:29? What mindset must you 
have to resist? 
A. Mk 12:17a: Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s. 

1. You cannot resist the world’s lies if  you think you owe world your worship. 
B. 1 Pet 4:12: Beloved, do not be surprised at fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were 

happening to you. 
1. You cannot resist the world’s heat if  you are not prepared to receive it. 

C. Rm 12:1-2: I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of  God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of  
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of  God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

1. You cannot resist the encroachment upon the Christian life and Church if  you are being conformed 
to world. 

2. Case study: the Old Totalitarianism vs. the New Totalitarianism (for more information on the slavery 
of  our day, see Rod Dreher’s compelling new book, Live Not By Lies: A Manual for Christian Dissidents, 
Michael Hanby’s fine article, “A More Perfect Absolutism,” and the works of  Matthew B. Crawford, 
including The World Beyond Your Head: On Becoming An Individual in an Age of  Distraction). 

a) Totalitarianism is any system of  governance that seeks to displace God by controlling and 
defining reality, and requiring your full obedience. 

b) The Old Totalitarianism (e.g., Soviet Union) was hard. It would beat you into conformity, force 
you to give up civil liberties, take your Bible and books from you, and erase history. It used secret 
police, labor camps, prison, torture, firing squads, and mass graves to accomplish these goals. 

c) The New, Soft (and Effeminate) Totalitarianism (sometimes called the “Pink Police State”) is 
different. It is technocratic and therapeutic (think of  the Big Tech companies Apple, Amazon, 
Google, Facebook, Microsoft, and Twitter). It entices you, wants to gives things, wants to help 
you, and be you friend. It seeks to solve the pressings problems of  our day and “save” mankind 
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with more information, experts, and science. The Soft Totalitarianism of  our day does not force 
you to give up freedom. Rather, you give it up willingly. Compliance has been internalized.  

d) Consider the contrasts. In the Old Totalitarianism, the State inflicted pain and torture (think of  
George Orwell’s 1984). The New Totalitarianism (the State plus the private sector) inflicts 
pleasure and makes you addicted to it (think of  Aldous Huxley’s A Brave New World). In the Old 
Totalitarianism, you would be horrified to learn that your phone was bugged and authorities were 
listening in. In the New Totalitarianism, we welcome into our homes technologies that are always 
on and listening to our conversation. We willingly upload our photos and private information to 
Facebook and other complete “strangers.” In the Old Totalitarianism, books were burned and the 
Bible was banned. The New Totalitarianism doesn’t have to burn our books because we have no 
books (we have “Kindle readers”) nor do we want to read books. In the Old Totalitarianism, 
people were afraid of  being ripped from their families and churches. In the New Totalitarianism, 
we voluntarily drift apart and become individualistic by design. Our habits and consumption have 
given us new “social networks” to replace the old bonds of  kin and kith. In the Old 
Totalitarianism, the State hated personal preferences and freedoms. The New Totalitarianism, 
however, depends on market capitalism to satisfy your every desire, however perverse. We have 
become worshippers of  freedom of  choice. In the Old, the State was considered god. In the New, 
you, the consumer, are considered god. You have consumer power, are entitled to make choices 
and to live the life you choose. In the Soft Totalitarianism of  our day, however, we have become 
less wise and knowledgeable, more enslaved to our self  and our moment in history, and more 
addicted and dependent on technology, and less able to think. 

e) We are conditioned in our expectations, desires, and outlook on life. Our personal devices 
catechize us to expect instant gratification, although all good things worth enjoying have a degree of  
delayed gratification. They emphasize the supremacy of  personal choice, although life is full 
obligations imposed upon us from God and others. They encourage us in escapism and the neglect 
family, real conversation and relationships, and reality (how many times do we look at our phones 
when we want to avoid people around us). Constantly, we’re told that life has to be fun and 
entertaining. But life is far from it. 

f) How many of  us are really ready to resist the encroachments of  a hostile world, when we 
practically live connected to the internet, are addicted to our devices, and cannot think outside 
the norms given to us by our technology? 

III. Obey God rather than man 
A. The Church must engage in civil disobedience when government forbids the Church from doing what 

God requires, and commands the Church to do what God forbids. 
1. The purpose of  Biblical civil disobedience is not to resist a government’s general corruption nor 

overthrow it. It’s very precise aim is to disobey rulers when they, point blank, forbid what God requires 
and command what God forbids. 

B. Acts 5: 29: But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 
C. Ex 1:17-20: But the midwives feared G and did not do as the king of  Egypt commanded them, but let the male children live. 

18 So the king of  Egypt called the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and let the male children live?” 
19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “B/c the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give 
birth before the midwife comes to them.” 20 So G dealt well w the midwives. And the people multiplied/grew very strong. 

IV. Speak God’s Truth and Fight for our Historical Memory 
A. Christianity tells the world it has no right to lie about the historicity and work of  our Savior, Jesus Christ. It 

cannot fabricate, distort, nor erase history. The Church refuses to be gaslit (to be have one’s memory 
manipulated by another person’s lies). This is why from the early Church down to our time, Christians 
continue to tell the truth of  Jesus Christ. 

1. Acts 2:23, 36: this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of  God, you crucified and killed 
by the hands of  lawless men. […] 36 Let all the house of  Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both 
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified. 

2. Acts 3:13-15: The God of  Abraham, the God of  Isaac, and the God of  Jacob, the God of  our fathers, glorified his 
servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of  Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14 But 
you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the Author of  
life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 

3. Acts 4:10-12: let it be known to all of  you and to all the people of  Israel that by the name of  Jesus Christ of  
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11 This 
Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no 
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
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B. Be a student of  history, know what has happened in history, and defend an accurate portrayal of  history. 
The Church’s allegiance to the historicity of  Jesus Christ has implications for our view of  broader history. 

1. Prov 22:28 (see also Prov 23:10-11): Do not move the ancient landmark that your fathers have set. 
C. Beware of  lies about the Church 

1. Acts 17:6b-7: “These men who have turned the world upside down have come here also, 7 and Jason has received them, 
and they are all acting against the decrees of  Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.” 

D. Rebuke and Correct Liars 
1. 1 Kings 19:17-18: When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of  Israel?” 18 And he 

answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your father’s house, because you have abandoned the 
commandments of  the Lord and followed the Baals. 

E. Never become a court prophet 
1. 1 Kings 22:6f: Then king of  Israel gathered the prophets together, about 400 men, and said to them, Shall I go to 

battle against Ramoth-gilead, or shall I refrain? And they said, Go up, for the Lord will give it into the hand of  the king. 
7 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here another prophet of  the Lord of  whom we may inquire? 

F. Sum: Christians may not live by lies. 
V. Find the Open Doors for the Gospel 

A. Acts 13:14: but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they went into the 
synagogue and sat down. 

B. Acts 14:1: Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great number of  
both Jews and Greeks believed. 

C. Acts 16:13: And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place of  prayer, 
and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come together.  

D. Acts 17:2, 10: And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 
[…]  The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when they arrived they went into the Jewish 
synagogue. 

VI. Be Kicked Out, Don’t Resign 
A. Acts 13:50-51: But the Jews incited the devout women of  high standing and the leading men of  the city, stirred up persecution 

against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of  their district. 51 But they shook off  the dust from their feet against them and 
went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

VII.But, Consider a Preemptive Exit 
A. Acts 14:5: When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them, 6 they 

learned of  it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of  Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country, 7 and there they continued to 
preach the gospel. 

VIII.Avoid Mobs 
A. Jn 8:58-59: Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw 

at him, but Jesus hid himself  and went out of  the temple.  
B. Jn 10:39: Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands.  
C. Acts 19:29-31: So the city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed together into the theater, dragging with them Gaius 

and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul’s companions in travel. 30 But when Paul wished to go in among the crowd, the 
disciples would not let him. 31 And even some of  the Asiarchs, who were friends of  his, sent to him and were urging him not to 
venture into the theater.  

IX. Control the Framing (“maintain frame”) 
A. Acts 16:16-19: As we were going to the place of  prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of  divination and 

brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are servants of  the Most 
High God, who proclaim to you the way of  salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly 
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of  Jesus Christ to come out of  her.” And it came out that 
very hour.  

X. But Embrace Suffering When It Arrives 
A. Acts 14:19-20: But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged 

him out of  the city, supposing that he was dead. 20 But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, 
and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. 

B. Acts 16:22-29: The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off  them and gave orders to beat 
them with rods. 23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep 
them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

C. Calvin, Institutes, IV.XX.2: “Yet, civil government has as its appointed end, so long as we live among men, to cherish and 
protect the outward worship of  God, to defend sound doctrine of  piety and the position of  the Church, to adjust our life to the 
society of  men, to form our social behavior to civil righteousness, to reconcile us with one another, and to promote general peace 
and tranquillity.” 
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D. What’s the end game of  resisting the encroachments of  a hostile Babylon and Beast? 
E. Daniel and his three friends: the paradox of  indispensability. 
F. Christians may suffer, yet we seek an end to our suffering. 

1. Calvin, Institutes, IV.XX.20: “Thus affected, they will not seek eye for eye, and tooth for tooth, (as the Pharisees taught 
their disciples to long for vengeance,) but (as we are instructed by Christ) they will allow their body to be mutilated, and 
their goods to be maliciously taken from them, prepared to remit and spontaneously pardon those injuries the moment they 
have been inflicted. This equity and moderation, however, will not prevent them, with entire friendship for their enemies, 
from using the aid of  the magistrate for the preservation of  their goods, or, from zeal for the public interest, to call for the 
punishment of  the wicked and pestilential man, whom they know nothing will reform but death.” 

XI. Plead with Authorities 
A. Plead with God in prayer 
B. Plead with earthly authorities— the example of  David 

1. 1 Samuel 24:6-11: And the men of  David said to him, “Here is the day of  which the Lord said to you, ‘Behold, I will 
give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it shall seem good to you.’ ” Then David arose and stealthily 
cut off  a corner of  Saul’s robe. 5 And afterward David’s heart struck him, because he had cut off  a corner of  Saul’s robe. 
6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the Lord’s anointed, to put out my hand 
against him, seeing he is the Lord’s anointed.” 7 So David persuaded his men with these words and did not permit them to 
attack Saul. And Saul rose up and left the cave and went on his way. 8 Afterward David also arose and went out of  the 
cave, and called after Saul, “My lord the king!” And when Saul looked behind him, David bowed with his face to the 
earth and paid homage. 9 And David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the words of  men who say, ‘Behold, David seeks 
your harm’? 10 Behold, this day your eyes have seen how the Lord gave you today into my hand in the cave. And some told 
me to kill you, but I spared you. I said, ‘I will not put out my hand against my lord, for he is the Lord’s anointed.’ 11 See, 
my father, see the corner of  your robe in my hand. For by the fact that I cut off  the corner of  your robe and did not kill 
you, you may know and see that there is no wrong or treason in my hands. I have not sinned against you, though you hunt 
my life to take it. 

2. 1 Samuel 26:9-11: Saul recognized David’s voice and said, “Is this your voice, my son David?” And David said, “It is 
my voice, my lord, O king.” 18 And he said, “Why does my lord pursue after his servant? For what have I done? What evil 
is on my hands?  

C. The example of  Guido De Bres (author of  the Belgic Confession, 1561) before King Philip II of  Spain 
1. “[W]e desire nothing higher than to live according to the purity of  our consciences in obedience under the authorities, to 

serve God and to reform ourselves according to His Word and holy commandments.” 
2. “[T]hey never observed anything in us that leaned towards disobedience, nor did they discover in us the resolve in any way 

to militate against your Majesty, nor did they find anything that would disturb the common peace. Rather, they found that 
in our communal assemblies we pray for the kings and princes of  the earth and in particular for you, O most gracious 
Lord, and for those whom you have authorized in the regime and ruling offices of  the regions and countries of  your domain. 
For we have been taught not only by God’s Word but also through the constant instruction of  our preachers that the kings, 
princes, and authorities are appointed by the ordinance of  God. Besides, we have been taught that he that resists the 
magistrates resists the ordinance of  God and will receive damnation. We acknowledge and maintain that by the eternal 
wisdom of  God the kings rule and the princes determine justice.” 

3. “[W]ho has ever been found among us who has refused you, most gracious Lord, the tribute or tax required of  him? On the 
contrary, obedience to pay was as quickly granted as the command was given. What cache of  weapons, what conspiracy 
was ever uncovered, even when we had been subjected to such cruel pains and torment by those who have clothed themselves 
in your name and power to commit every cruelty against us?” 

4. “[W]e offer our backs to the whip’s lash, our tongues to the knives, the mouth to the muzzle, and the whole body to the 
flames.” 

5. “As regards the persecution that we endure not only as enemies of  your crown and of  the common good, but also as enemies 
of  God and of  His church, we humbly petition you carefully to judge this matter according to our confession of  faith that 
we present to you being ever ready and willing, if  it be necessary, to seal it with our own blood.” 

XII.Use All Political Mechanisms at Your Disposal— Paul as a Case Study 
A. Gary North, The Theology of  Christian Resistance, xviii: “It is foolish to call people to risk everything on high-risk, illegal 

projects, when there are still lower-risk, effective resistance programs to get involved in. Furthermore, Christians have, for three or 
four generations, ignored the political and judicial processes by which the humanists have created today's social order.” 

B. Paul used his citizenship 
1. Acts 16:35-39: But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men go.” 36 And the jailer 

reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore come out now and go in peace.” 
37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us publicly, uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us 
into prison; and do they now throw us out secretly? No! Let them come themselves and take us out.” 38 The police reported 
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these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens. 39 So they came and 
apologized to them. And they took them out and asked them to leave the city.  

2. Acts 22:25: But when they had stretched him out for the whips, Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, “Is it 
lawful for you to flog a man who is a Roman citizen and uncondemned?” 26 When the centurion heard this, he went to the 
tribune and said to him, “What are you about to do? For this man is a Roman citizen.” 27 So the tribune came and said to 
him, “Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?” And he said, “Yes.” 28 The tribune answered, “I bought this citizenship for a 
large sum.” Paul said, “But I am a citizen by birth.” 29 So those who were about to examine him withdrew from him 
immediately, and the tribune also was afraid, for he realized that Paul was a Roman citizen and that he had bound him.  

C. Paul allowed Rome to protect him and the Church 
1. Acts 21:31-32: And as they were seeking to kill him, word came to the tribune of  the cohort that all Jerusalem was in 

confusion. 32 He at once took soldiers and centurions and ran down to them. And when they saw the tribune and the 
soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. 

2. Acts 23:17: Paul called one of  the centurions and said, “Take this young man to the tribune, for he has something to tell 
him. 

D. Paul defended himself  and appealed to Caesar 
1. Acts 22:1-21 (before the Roman Tribune). Acts 24:10-21 (before Felix). Acts 26:1-29 (before Agrippa) 
2. Acts 25:10-12: But Paul said, “I am standing before Caesar’s tribunal, where I ought to be tried. To the Jews I have 

done no wrong, as you yourself  know very well. 11 If  then I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything for which I 
deserve to die, I do not seek to escape death. But if  there is nothing to their charges against me, no one can give me up to 
them. I appeal to Caesar.” 12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with his council, answered, “To Caesar you have 
appealed; to Caesar you shall go.”  

E. Use the political recourse and resources at your disposal in this country. 
XIII.Use the Lesser Magistrates 

A. Calvin, Institutes, IV.XX.23: “Under this obedience, I comprehend the restraint which private men ought to impose on 
themselves in public, not interfering with public business, or rashly encroaching on the province of  the magistrate, or attempting 
any thing at all of  a public nature. If  it is proper that any thing in a public ordinance should be corrected, let them not act 
tumultuously, or put their hands to a work where they ought to feel that their hands are tied, but let them leave it to the 
cognisance of  the magistrate, whose hand alone here is free.” 

B. Calvin, Institutes, IV.XX.31: “I am so far from forbidding them [popular magistrates appointed to curb the tyranny of  
kings] to withstand, in accordance with their duty, the fierce licentiousness of  kings, that if  they wink at kings who violently fall 
upon and assault the lowly common folk, I declare that their dissimulation [deceptive concealment of  the king’s evil] involves 
nefarious perfidy [wicked treachery], because they dishonestly betray the freedom of  the people, of  which they know they have 
been appointed protectors of  God's ordinance.” 

C. At times, those without political power may not be able to speak. However, those in authority are obligated to 
speak and act on behalf  of  justice. 
1. Esther 4:14: For if  you keep silent at this time, relief  and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you 

and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”  
2. Prov 31:8-9: Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of  all who are destitute. 9 Open your mouth, judge righteously, 

defend the rights of  the poor and needy. 
D. What is the purpose of  lesser magistrates leading the resistance against tyranny? 

1. Michael Gilstrap, The Theology of  Christian Resistance, 211-212: “Resistance is, therefore, really a means of  
bringing the legitimate order back to its rightful place. In other words, resistance is not to be carried out against the existing 
order, but rather in the interests of  the existing order. […This] spells the difference between revolution and an act of  
Christian resistance.” 

XIV.Fight and Flight— Elijah as a Case Study 
A. Flight and silence are part of  the arsenal of  resistance. 

1. Prov 28:12: When the righteous triumph, there is great glory, but when the wicked rise, people hide themselves.  
2. Prov 28:28: When the wicked rise, people hide themselves, but when they perish, the righteous increase. 
3. Prov 22:3: The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it.  
4. Prov 27:12: The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it.  
5. Amos 5:13: Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time, for it is an evil time. 

B. The times of  silence and “seeming inactivity” must be used for training and preparing for confrontation. 
1. Gary North, The Theology of  Christian Resistance, 56: “The framework of  peace allows the church to develop the 

implications of  biblical faith to gain experience in the tasks of  dominion. Then, when the time is ripe, the church is ready 
for the period of  confrontation, a discontinuous break with pagan culture. The breakthrough eventually takes place, as it 
did in the early fourth century in what remained of  the Roman Empire, as it did in the sixteenth century at the time of  the 
Protestant Reformation, and as it did in colonial America in the 1765-89 period. Endless patience is suicidal. A theology 
of  perpetual patience is a theology which denies the necessity of  an eventual confrontation.” 
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2. Gary North, The Theology of  Christian Resistance, 61: “The period of  patience must be a period of  training, as it 
was for Israel in the wilderness. This training must be for dominion. If  there is no training for confrontation, patience 
becomes defeatism.” 

XV. Build: Institutions, Family, Church 
A. Build Institutions 

1. Gary North, The Theology of  Christian Resistance, xiii: “[The local level] is the great training ground for political 
action. It is here that we must train our future troops. Local politics serves as a "boot camp” for the development of  
political skills and organization.” 

2. Gary North, The Theology of  Christian Resistance, xx: “Let us be sensible: leaders of  cultural resistance movements– 
at least those that are not emergency, ad hoc underground resistance movements that are organized against an invading 
foreign army– should first have displayed skills at reconstructing some other institution: a denomination, a local 
government, a military command, or something. People who have spent their lives as ecclesiastical independents or near-
independents, or who have had no successes in some non-market institutional context, are probably not the best people to 
lead a life-and-death political struggle against humanistic professionals who control civil governments, non-profit 
foundations, school districts, the bureaucracies, and the news media. This is why limited resistance in a local context 
should be a first priority.” 

3. James Jordan, Tactics of  Christian Resistance, 70: We have a major problem in our culture understanding patient faith, 
and it is the problem of  individualism. We think, "Well, all right; we'll exercise patient faith for twenty or so years, until 
God is ready." We think only in terms of  one generation. This is because of  the influence of  Baptist theology on our 
culture, for Baptist theology isolates each generation from the preceding and following ones. Biblical patience, however, 
extends over lines of  generations, over centuries. Abraham had to look forward 400 years. After being placed into the land 
of  promise, Israel served for another 450 years before the reign of  Solomon. Patient faith means laying a foundation in 
righteousness and wisdom for our great-grandchildren, not looking for the accomplishment of  things in our lifetime. 

B. Build family: family is the seminary of  Church and State. 
C. Build the Church 

1. Rod Dreher, Live Not By Lies, 180-181: “The atomization of  contemporary life has left most of  us vulnerable to 
demoralization— and therefore to manipulation. Christians are no different. It’s easy for believers to feel that they are all 
alone, even when they are gathered at worship. By their indifference to solidarity, and surrendering to social disintegration 
as the new normal, Christians make it easier for those in power who hate us to control us. We desperately need to throw 
off  the chains of  solitude and find the freedom that awaits us in fellowship. […] Only in solidarity with others can we 
find the spiritual and communal strength to resist. The longer we remain isolated in a period of  liberty, the harder it will be 
to find one another in a time of  persecution. We must see in our brothers and sisters not a burden of  obligation but the 
blessing of  our own freedom from loneliness, suspicion, and defeat.” 

XVI.Understand the Problem with Absolute Civility 
A. Robert L. Dabney, speaking of  yankee conservativism (quoted in Tactics of  Christian resistance, 16): “This is a 

party which never conserves anything. Its history has been that it demurs to each aggression of  the progressive party, and aims to 
save its credit by a respectable amount of  growling, but always acquiesces at last in the innovation. What was the resisted 
novelty of  yesterday is today one of  the accepted principles of  conservatism; it is now conservative only in affecting to resist the 
next innovation, which will tomorrow be forced upon its timidity and will be succeeded by some third revolution, to be denounced 
and then adopted in its turn. American conservatism is merely the shadow that follows Radicalism as it moves forward towards 
perdition. It remains behind it, but never retards it, and always advances near its leader. This pretended salt hath utterly lost its 
savor: wherewith shall it be salted? Its impotency is not hard, indeed, to explain. It is worthless because it is the conservatism of  
expediency only, and not of  sturdy principle. It intends to risk nothing serious for the sake of  the truth, and has no idea of  being 
guilty of  the folly of  martyrdom. It always-when about to enter a protest-very blandly informs the wild beast whose path it 
essays to stop, that its "bark is worse than its bite," and that it only means to save its manners by enacting its decent role of  
resistance. The only practical purpose which it now subserves in American politics is to give enough exercise to Radicalism to 
keep it "in wind," and to prevent its becoming pursy and lazy from having nothing to whip. No doubt, after a few years, when 
women's suffrage shall have become an accomplished fact, conservatism will tacitly admit it into its creed, and thenceforward 
plume itself  upon its wise firmness in opposing with similar weapons the extreme of  baby suffrage; and when that too shall 
have been won, it will be heard declaring that the integrity of  the American Constitution requires at least the refusal of  suffrage 
to asses. There it will assume, with great dignity, its final position.” 

XVII.At Certain Times, Withhold Truth from Enemies 
A. God withholds truth from His enemies.  

1. 1 Thess 2:9-12: The coming of  the lawless one is by the activity of  Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, 
10 and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 
11 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, 12 in order that all may be 
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  

B. God leads His enemies to believe the lies they cherish 
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1. 1 Kings 22:19-23: And Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of  the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on his throne, and 
all the host of  heaven standing beside him on his right hand and on his left; 20 and the Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab, 
that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said one thing, and another said another. 21 Then a spirit came 
forward and stood before the Lord, saying, ‘I will entice him.’ 22 And the Lord said to him, ‘By what means?’ And he said, 
‘I will go out, and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of  all his prophets.’ And he said, ‘You are to entice him, and you 
shall succeed; go out and do so.’ 23 Now therefore behold, the Lord has put a lying spirit in the mouth of  all these your 
prophets; the Lord has declared disaster for you.”  

C. Hebrew Midwives lied to save Hebrew babies 
1. Ex 1:17-20: But the midwives feared God and did not do as the king of  Egypt commanded them, but let the male 

children live. 18 So the king of  Egypt called the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and let the male 
children live?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they 
are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” 20 So God dealt well with the midwives. And the people 
multiplied and grew very strong. 

D. Rahab lied to save Hebrew spies 
1. Josh 2:3-7: Then the king of  Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who entered your 

house, for they have come to search out all the land.” 4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. And she 
said, “True, the men came to me, but I did not know where they were from. 5 And when the gate was about to be closed at 
dark, the men went out. I do not know where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake them.” 6 But she 
had brought them up to the roof  and hid them with the stalks of  flax that she had laid in order on the roof. 7 So the men 
pursued after them on the way to the Jordan as far as the fords. And the gate was shut as soon as the pursuers had gone 
out.  

2. Consider the NT’s evaluation of  Rahab: Heb 11:31: By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who 
were disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies. James 2:25: And in the same way was not also 
Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 

E. Divide enemies with truth 
1. Acts 23:6-10: Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, 

“Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of  Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the resurrection of  the dead that I am on 
trial.” 7 And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was 
divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. 
9 Then a great clamor arose, and some of  the scribes of  the Pharisees’ party stood up and contended sharply, “We find 
nothing wrong in this man. What if  a spirit or an angel spoke to him?” 10 And when the dissension became violent, the 
tribune, afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down and take him away from 
among them by force and bring him into the barracks.  

XVIII.Distinguish between Thick and Shallow Defensive Strategies 
A. 1 Tim 2:2: [pray] for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified 

in every way. 
B. Abortion as a Case Study 

XIX.Pick Your Battles— Know that the Battle Belongs to the Lord
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