
 
 
Freedom, Power, and Hope: Speaking Good News to Human Hearts  
 
In our current sermon series, the Holy Spirit is equipping us to speak good news about Jesus—
the gospel—to our neighbors. This calling involves both ‘why to’ and ‘how to’ components: 
 

• Why to: What would motivate us to speak good news to others, despite pressures to 
remain silent? What would make us love the gospel enough to want others to hear it?  
 

• How to: What practical tools could help us speak good news about Jesus in a clear, 
loving way? How can we share the gospel effectively without having to be experts? 

 
In this document we review what we’ve been learning about the ‘why to.’   

 
Good News about Jesus Meets the Deepest Longings of Every Human Heart 
 
It is common in some Christian circles to reduce the good news about Jesus to one dimension: 
forgiveness of sin. But Scripture paints a much fuller picture, which we can summarize this way:  
 

• Jesus offers freedom from guilt and shame 
o Our hearts ask questions like, “Why do I so often, and so deeply, betray God and 

hurt people? Can I be forgiven? Will I ever measure up to God’s standards?” 
Shame focuses less on what we’ve done, and more on who we are, leading to 
questions like, “Can I be included and celebrated, or will I be rejected and 
ridiculed? Will I ever be enough?”  

o We all long to hear someone say, “I’m perfectly pleased. With everything you’ve 
done. And with everything you are.” The gospel says that because of Jesus, our 
Creator-Father says this to us now and forever! 

 
• Jesus offers power for growth and change 

o We love things we know we shouldn’t love. Things we should love, we are cold 
toward. So our hearts ask, “Will I always be this way? Am I doomed to repeat the 

Question for Discussion: What goes wrong if we separate ‘why to’ 
(motivation, desire) from ‘how to’ (practice, skill) in the Christian life? In 
evangelism? 



cycle of ‘trying harder’ followed by ‘blowing it’? Will I ever become the person I 
long to be—the person God wants me to be?”  

o We long for someone to say to us, ““I will give you power to become a new kind 
of person, living a new kind of life.” The gospel says that because of Jesus, the 
Holy Spirit gives us a new power that makes real growth and change possible.  
 

• Jesus offers hope for an end to pain 
o In a world full of fear, anxiety, loneliness, and loss, our hearts are constantly 

asking, “Will it always hurt like this? Will it ever be possible for joy to replace the 
pain?”  

o We long to hear words of comfort and hope: “One day, the story will end with joy. 
And while you wait for that day, this promise will sustain you in the hardest 
times.” The gospel says that there will be an end to pain, because Jesus will 
come again to share resurrection glory with us in a world from which all suffering 
and sorrow are gone forever.  

 
Simply put, we love the good news about Jesus because it meets every human need, and 
answers the deepest longings of every human heart. 

 
Two Implications of this Good News 
 

• The salvation Jesus offers touches all of life. Every relationship, every activity, every 
human interaction continually dances around the questions and longings—and therefore 
the gospel themes—summarized here. So if we are looking for opportunities to connect 
good news about Jesus to the realities of our day-to-day life, we don’t have to wait for 
explicitly religious conversations or for activities that our culture would consider 
‘spiritual.’  

 
• Every human being is deeply interested in the salvation Jesus offers. You will 

never interact with anyone who has ‘zero interest’ in the gospel—because every person 
you will ever meet deeply longs for the freedom, power, and hope discussed here. As 
believers in Jesus, this means that we share significant common ground with every 
human being. Our calling is not to force the gospel into places where it doesn’t belong, 
but to help people connect the dots between their deepest longings and the One who 
can satisfy them.  

Scripture for Reflection: Read Psalm 130. Which aspect of the good 
news, ultimately fulfilled in Jesus, does this Psalm emphasize? Do the same 
for Psalms 128 and 129. What is God showing you through this exercise?  

Questions for Discussion:  1) What are some areas of life that seem 
‘disconnected’ from the Christian gospel? How does a fuller understanding 
of the gospel help you see the connection? 2) What recent events or 
conversations suggest to you that your neighbors really are interested in 
gospel themes?  


