
Prayer Guide for Monday, July 1, 2019 

The Gifts of God 

We have been studying Stewardship and Hidden Grace in the past few weeks as part of Sunday 

school and our sermon series.  Today we will talk to our Savior and Lord about both topics as we 

pray about our roles as his children in his kingdom.  To create some space in your day, you might 

consider setting aside some time that you would usually use to do something else.  We call that 

fasting.  Some people chose to set aside their meal time and use that time to pray to God.  Some 

people might skip a favorite TV show or participation in a sporting event to create more time in their 

day.  If you want to know more about this, go to www.Intown.org/worship/prayer. Whatever you 

choose to do, God is always delighted to spend more time with his children.  You might notice as 

you read it, that this guide is especially designed to share with your children, if you have children.   

They are a part of the audience during the sermon each week during the summer and this is a way 

that you can include them in the prayer of our church as a whole. 

Do you spend time considering how you fit into the Kingdom of God?  That is no small idea to 

God, even though we sometimes think that we play a small role in His overall plan.  But God doesn’t 

think of you that way.  He made you for His purposes and to play an important role in bringing glory 

and praise to His name.  The bonus is that he made you to enjoy how he made you in a specific way!   

Spend a few minutes praying about how great God is.  He has created billions of unique people, with 

unique gifts and that takes a lot of creativity, care and power.  He put a lot of creativity, care and 

power into creating you. Psalms 139:13-16 is an excellent passage to help you pray about the special 

way he has made you: 

“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. I 

praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my 

soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made 

in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed 

substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed 

for me, when as yet there was none of them.” 

 

 Do you ever get discouraged about yourself?  Do you ever think that you aren’t good enough, 

big enough, old enough, young enough or talented enough for God to use?  Why do you think or feel 

that way?  Sometimes this is a hard question to answer.  Sometimes we have to be honest that we 

are scared to use our gifts.  Other times we believe that we create our own gifts, with our own effort 

and we know deep down that it isn’t good enough.  Spend some time talking to God about it and tell 

him that you need His help.  If you don’t know what to say about this yet, that’s ok too!  Read these 

verses from Romans 8:26-27 about the Holy Spirit and how he helps us say things to God that we 

don’t know how to say ourselves: 

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we 

ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself talks to God for us through wordless groans. 

And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit talks 

to God, for God’s people, in accordance with the will of God.” 

http://www.intown.org/worship/prayer


 The Holy Spirit is one of the hidden graces that we talk about in church.  Sometimes we forget to 

think about him.  It’s easy to remember God the Father, especially from Old Testament stories.  And 

it is easy to remember Jesus from New Testament stories.  But we don’t often talk about the Holy 

Spirit who is just as much God as the Father and Jesus are both God.  This can be hard to understand 

sometimes but God sent you the Holy Spirit to be with you always, to help you be the person that 

God created you to be.  God loves you like parents love their children and just like parents, He wants 

to give you really good gifts!  One of his great gifts is the Holy Spirit.  Spend some time thanking God 

for being a good Father and for adopting you as His child.  Another verse that was read on Sunday, 

in Romans 8: 13-17, helps us understand how we are adopted children and that we have special 

status as “heirs” to enjoy the gifts of God: 

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  For you did not receive the 

spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as 

sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit himself bears witness with our 

spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified 

with him. 

 

 How can we ask the Holy Spirit to help us?  If we have these great gifts from God, what should 

we do with them?  How can we be good stewards of the gifts God has given us?  God calls us to an 

adventure in using our gifts and like any adventure, it can be fun and a little frightening at the same 

time, like a roller coaster or going on a first date or moving to a new city or starting a new job.  

There is a possibility of great joy alongside the possibility of great challenges.  This is a popular 

theme in movies where a character must choose to go on a great adventure but is not really sure 

what will happen along the way.  These are great stories that we really enjoy and your story can be 

the same way!  Maybe you need courage to start.  Maybe you need a direction to go.  You certainly 

need wisdom to make these decisions.  God has given us His Holy Spirit and His Holy Bible as guides.  

And He has given us wise parents, friends and mentors to help guide us along the way.  A great place 

to start is answering the question: “what makes me happy to serve the Lord” or “how could I use 

what makes me happy to serve the Lord”.  Talk to him about your adventure.  Don’t be shy!               

2 Timothy 1:6-7 talks about fanning the flame of our gifts: 

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through 

the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love 

and self-control. 

 

As you continue in your week, think about how God has made you in special ways that are 

different from everyone else.  These might be clues to your gifts.  Guard yourself against 

discouragement and know that you aren’t alone.  God has sent His Holy Spirit to guide you, protect 

you and enable you to be everything that God intended and created you to be.  And enjoy thinking 

about using your gifts!  Think big because God is big.  He has unmeasurable joy stored up, to give to 

you as you serve him.  How can you make a plan to get it? 


