
 
 

Intown’s Cross-Cultural Calling: Why this? Why now? Why us?  
 
Why? Why is it so important that Intown learn from Dr. Irwyn Ince about our calling to 
cross-cultural relationships and ministry? Why is it so important that we as elders shepherd 
Intown members to fully participate in Dr. Ince’s January seminar and the larger, longer-lasting 
emphases it represents?  
 
 
Because of what God is doing through the gospel 

● Intown’s mission centers on pursuing “gospel restoration.” God’s overall goal through the 
gospel is to reconcile all things to himself under Christ as the one “head over everything” 
(Ephesians 1:22; Colossians 1:20). That includes uniting people from all nations in one 
church: a “new humanity” in which none are “foreign” or “alien,” but all are “fellow 
citizens,” children of the same Father (Eph. 2:11-22; Col. 3:11). If this is God’s purpose 
for his church as a whole, then every local embodiment of that church—every 
congregation—ought to seek it.  

● The eternal outcome of gospel restoration will involve “a great multitude that no one 
[can] count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language,” shouting joyfully that 
salvation belongs to our God (Revelation 7:9-10). As Dr. Lloyd Kim, Director of Mission 
to the World, puts it, “The more diverse our mission, the better we reflect God’s kingdom 
here on earth as it is in heaven.”  

 
Because of what God is doing globally 

● Unlike some religions, Christianity has not historically been tied to a single geographic 
location. The ‘center’ of evangelical faith, life, and mission has shifted over the centuries: 
from Jerusalem, to Antioch (Syria), to Rome/Constantinople, to Western Europe (in the 
Reformation era), to Great Britain/North America.  

● Today, that ‘center’ is shifting to the global south and east: to Central/South America, 
Asia, and Africa.  

● This means that the more we learn to embrace a cross-cultural calling, the better we will 
be aligned with larger patterns of God’s work in the world. (Put more starkly: Christianity 
has never been a white, western faith; that is, God has never tied the identity of his 
people primarily to ethnicity or culture. To the extent that some Christians have assumed 
such an identity, actively participating in this global shift will stimulate healthy growth and 
change.) 

 
Because of where we live 

● We live in a major metropolitan area, the kind of area that is becoming increasingly 
diverse culturally. Our neighbors, classmates, colleagues, and friends represent a wide 
range of cultures.  

● We live in a part of Atlanta where this diversity is especially evident.  
● If we are going to “love our community to life,” we have to become more skilled at 

“pursuing gospel restoration” in relationship with people whose culture is not our own.  
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Because of when we live 

● We live at a time when special attention is given to the quality of relationships produced 
by institutions and movements. In some decades, the key question about a church or 
spiritual movement has been, “Is it true?” In this decade, the key question is, “Does it 
produce beautiful relationships?” For Christians, both questions are always relevant; but 
we have to be aware that many in our culture will find lack of cross-cultural relationships 
to be a bigger stumbling block than lack of reasonable arguments in defense of our 
beliefs.  

● Our children, as well as the young adults we desire to reach, are growing up in a world 
where cultural diversity is a fact of life, and a commitment to building relationships across 
cultures is an assumed value. If their reality is culturally diverse, but their church is not, 
they will begin to conclude that church is where you go to get out-of-touch with reality.  

● If we don’t show demonstrate growth in this area, many will dismiss us as a church that 
is neither “thriving” nor “relevant.”  

 
 
Because of who we are—as a congregation 

● From its earliest days Intown’s heartbeat has included a desire to see the gospel flourish 
across boundaries of place, culture, and nationality.  

● We have therefore been a home for missionaries to many nations, and to those who are 
called to support, encourage, and send missionaries.  

● We are also home to many people who have learned cross-cultural ministry skills in 
other nations, bringing that vision back with them to Atlanta.  

● And we are home to many others whose calling—some in full-time capacities, others as 
volunteers—is to cross-cultural engagement.  

● We are a church whose DNA has “cross-cultural calling” stamped all over it. We need to 
steward this gift faithfully, for its maximum impact.  

 
Because of who we are—as a denomination 

● Global missions has always been a core commitment for the PCA; that is, local 
congregations have been encouraged to support specialists in cross-cultural 
outreach—missionaries. Yet we have not always encouraged every congregation, and 
every member, to pursue cross-cultural relationships as a part of the Christian life. When 
loving our neighbor as ourselves, PCA churches have, on the whole, tended to focus on 
loving a small sub-group of neighbors.  

● But in recent years, we have begun to actively pursue a calling to cross-cultural 
relationships and ministry. At the level of the General Assembly and its leadership, this 
commitment is becoming more and more prominent. We have much more hard work to 
do, but we have taken the hardest steps—the first ones. 

● If Intown pursues such a calling, we will be moving in concert with what God is doing in 
our denomination as a whole.  
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