
 
 

Loving our community to life by pursuing gospel restoration 
 

Who? What? How?  

Core Commitments of Intown Community Church 

Overview 

 

In the fall of 2017, members of Intown’s pastoral team presented a six-week overview of 

some of our church’s core commitments. We did this as part of Foundations, one of our 

Sunday Morning Life Groups. The multi-generational group who attended these 

sessions included several people new to Intown, and seeking to know more about being 

a member of our church body, as well as many who have been part of Intown’s life for 

years. These handouts will help you to follow along with the recordings of those six 

sessions.  

 

Three questions:  

• Who are we?  

• What are some of our foundational commitments? 

• How do these shape our life together?  

 

A six-part answer: 

• We are a Christian Church 

• We are a Missional Church 

• We are an Evangelical Church 

• We are a Reformed Church 

• We are a Presbyterian Church 

• We are a PCA* Church 

 

  

                                                        
* Presbyterian Church in America, Intown’s parent denomination.  
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Intro to Intown 

Sunday Morning Life Group, Week 1 

We are a Christian Church: Intown’s Commitment to Gospel Restoration 

 

Today’s Goal: to experience supernatural change as we hear what it means to find our 

identity in Christ and what he has done.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for reflection 

• What does the word “Christian” mean?  

• What do you think people who aren’t Christians understand this word to mean? 

 

What does it mean to say that we are a Christian church? 

 

To say that we are a Christian church means we are a people who have said “yes” to 

Jesus. He is the fundamental reality that shapes who we are. He is the most important 

thing about us.  

 

He is the most important thing about our mission. 

 

Intown’s mission: loving our community to life by pursuing gospel restoration.  

 

• God invites us to participate in his work of restoring all things through the power 
of his gospel. 

 

• The gospel is the ‘good news’ that the most glorious purposes of God’s heart are 

revealed, fulfilled, and accessible in the gift and sacrifice of his Son, Jesus Christ. 

The gospel transforms the hearts and minds of individuals, creates a new type of 

community among those who embrace it, and empowers us to serve our 

neighbors, our culture, and our world. 

 

…The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch [in Syria]. 

                                                                                            Acts 11:26 
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Membership commitments used by Intown and our sister churches 
 

• Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly deserving 
his displeasure and without hope except through his sovereign mercy? 
 

• Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of sinners, 
and do you receive and rest upon him alone for salvation as he is offered in the 
gospel? 

 

• Do you resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
that you will endeavor to live as becomes a follower of Christ? 

 

• Do you promise to support the church in its worship and work to the best of your 
ability? 
 

• Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of the church, promising 
to promote its purity and peace? 
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Who? What? How?  

Core Commitments of Intown Community Church 

Session 2: We are a Missional Church 

 

Goal for this session: to experience deep, supernatural change as God aligns our 

sense of calling with the purpose to which he calls his church.   

 

Definition: To say that the church is missional means that God has a purpose for the 

world, and he equips and calls his church to accomplish that purpose.  

 

 

 
What is the mission of the church—the purpose for which we are equipped and 
called? 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving 
God

Serving 
the 

world

Serving 
each 
other

 
“The only true happiness comes from squandering ourselves for a purpose.”  

                                              William Cowper

     

Traditional summary: the church has a three-

fold mission 

• Devoting ourselves to God in a 

relationship of love and worship:  

• Devoting ourselves to each other 

through a life of mutual love, 

submission, and service:  

• Devoting ourselves to love of neighbor, 

pursuing the good of God’s image-

bearers in all of creation: Galatians 6:10 
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What does it mean for this church—Intown—to be missional? 
 

 
 

 
Questions for Reflection:  

• Which of these three are you most drawn to?  
• Which are you least drawn to?  
• Why? 

 
How can being missional further the mission?  

 

 
 

Changed

SentKnown

Changed

SentKnown

 

“I am here for a purpose and that purpose is to grow into a mountain, 

not to shrink to a grain of sand.” 

                                               Og Mandino

     

Intown is committed to growing in ways that 

reflect this three-fold calling: 

• Changed: we want to actively pursue 

life-changing encounters with God and 

the power of his grace.  

• Known: we want to actively pursue 

authentic, caring relationships.  

• Sent: we want to actively pursue 

opportunities to take part in God’s 

mission of gospel restoration.  

Our mission helps us to connect with people in 

our community. How do people around you 

show…: 

• Changed: …that they want to grow, to 

become more mature, to experience life-

changing wonder? 

• Known: …that they want to belong, to be 

understood, to love and be loved?  

• Sent: ...that they want to be part of 

something bigger, to make a difference, 

have impact?  
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Who? What? How?  

Core Commitments of Intown Community Church 

Session 3: We are an Evangelical Church  

 
Goal for this session: to experience supernatural change as the gospel about Jesus 

deepends our commitment to engaging both God’s Word and our world. 

 

Question for reflection: What do you think of when you hear the word “evangelical”?  

 

Highlights: the evangelical movement 

• Use of the term “evangelical”  

o From the Greek word euangelion, “good news, gospel” 
o In Reformation-era Germany, Protestant churches were known as 

“evangelical” (evangelische), because of their emphasis on the gospel  

• Britain and North America (1700’s-1800’s) 
o churches and leaders stressing the need for a personal response to Jesus 

and the gospel message about him 

• Today 
o Historian David Bebbington: evangelicals place emphasis on… 

▪ Bible - high regard for Scripture 
▪ Cross - focus on the saving effects of Jesus’ death 
▪ Conversion - people need to be transformed by the Holy Spirit’s 

power 
▪ Activism - faith should effect how we think about all of life, public 

and private 
o National Association of Evangelicals outlines similar emphases 

 
 
 
Connections 

 

…because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with 

the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses 

and is saved.  

                       Romans 10:9-10 
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• Many Christians around the world—from many nations, cultures, and 
denominations—share these core commitments 

• This gives us meaningful connection with many “evangelicals” and evangelical 
churches 

 
Contrasts 

• Liberalism (older term=“modernist;” newer term=“progressive”) 
o Weaker commitments to Bible, Cross, and the need for Conversion 
o Strong commitment to Activism 
o Comfortable with nuance, complexity; reluctant to assert truth claims 

• Fundamentalism 
o Strong commitments to Bible, Cross, and Conversion 
o Expresses Activism either by largely withdrawing from engagement with 

culture into a Christian “bubble;” or by offering simplistic responses to 
complex questions  

o Less comfortable with nuance, complexity; willing to assert truth claims 

• Evangelicalism 
o Seeks to take Scripture seriously while also taking engagement with 

culture seriously 
o Comfortable with nuance, complexity; willing to assert truth claims 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 

Loving our community to life by pursuing gospel restoration 
 

Who? What? How?  

Core Commitments of Intown Community Church 

Session 4: We are a Reformed Church  

 

Goal of this session: to experience deep, supernatural change as God renews our 

sense of his glory, his goodness, and the gift of knowing him through his Word. 

 
Big idea: To be a Reformed church means to embrace a set of core commitments 
about theology that reflect Reformation heritage. 
 
 

Definition: Theology—two uses of the word 

• A process: how we formulate our beliefs about God and about everything else as 
it relates to God.  

• The results of that process: what we believe about God and everything else as it 
relates to him.  

 
 

 

Key Reformed commitments: how we formulate beliefs about God 

• There are many such commitments; here we will mention the most essential one. 

 
There is only one article and one rule of theology, and this is true faith or trust 

in Christ. All other articles flow into and out of this one; without it the others 

are meaningless. 

              Martin Luther  

 

 

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become 

convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how 

from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

17 so that the person who is God’s may be thoroughly equipped for every good 

work. 

                            2 Timothy 3 
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• Sola Scriptura 
o The authority of Scripture 
o The reliability of Scripture 
o The sufficiency of Scripture 

 

Key Reformed commitments: what we believe about God 

• Again, there are many such commitments; here we will mention only a few.  

• The Glory of God (2 Cor. 4:7) 
o The Sovereignty of God 

▪ Predestination (Eph. 1:3-6) 
▪ Providence (Eph. 1:11) 

o The Seriousness of Sin (Eph. 2:1-3) 
o The Grace of God (Eph. 2:4-5) 

• The Gift of God: Bringing us from Curse to Favor by Faith (Eph. 2:8-9) 
 

 

 

Our assignment for the week:  

• Listen for people around you saying things that indicate a deep desire to be:  

o Changed (I want to encounter some truth outside of me that will transform 

me),  

o Known (I want to be known intimately and loved deeply),  

o or Sent (I want a part to play in something bigger than myself).  

• Pray for an opportunity to engage in a follow-up conversation with them.  

• Talk with them about what they’ve said. Tell them what impact it has on you to 

hear this. Let them know you share this deep longing. See where the 

conversation goes! Be ready to share a story next week about how this went.  

Who? What? How?  
Core Commitments of Intown Community Church 
Session 5: We are a Presbyterian Church  

 

Indeed, every doctrine of the law, every command, every promise, always points 

to Christ. We are, therefore, to apply all its parts to Him. 

                                     John Calvin, commenting on Romans 10:4  
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Goal of this session: to experience real gratitude at the way Jesus cares for his 

people, even using human leaders to accomplish his purposes for us. 

 
Big idea: To be a Presbyterian church means trusting Jesus to lead his people through 
elders called by, and accountable to, him.  
  
The office of elder:  

• Greek presbuteros  (from which we get the English word “Presbyterian”) 

• four key Scripture texts: 1 Timothy 3:1-7, 8-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4 

• Synonymous with “overseer” (Greek episkopos, from which we get the English 

word ”Episcopal”), as Titus 1:5-7 indicates 

• All elders serve as shepherd-leaders; some serve also as preacher-teachers (1 
Timothy 5:17) 

 
 
 
 
Three church ‘courts’†: 

                                                        
† When Presbyterian leaders speak of a church ‘court,’ they don’t mean that an assembly of church leaders 

always gathers to put someone on trial. Think instead of a group of leaders gathered to discover the will 

of Jesus through prayer and through the Scriptures, and then apply that will in our time and 

circumstances. In this sense, a church court is the ‘judicial’ branch of church government: Jesus is the 

 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder…: 2 Be shepherds of God’s 

flock that is under your care…,3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but 

being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 

receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 

                                  1 Peter 5 
 

 

…and Heaven have mercy on us all – Presbyterians and Pagans alike – for we 

are all somehow dreadfully cracked about the head, and sadly need mending. 

                                   Ishmael, in Moby Dick 
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• The Session: an assembly of the elders of a local church 

• The Presbytery: an assembly of elders representing churches from a region 

• The General Assembly: an assembly of elders representing churches from an 
even wider region (in many cases, from an entire nation) 

 
Some core principles of Presbyterian church government: 

• Divine headship: Jesus is the Chief Shepherd 

• Plurality: no one leader can govern a congregation or a church court 

• Parity: there is no office higher than elder, and no elder “outranks” another 

• Connectionalism: it is a joy for churches and church leaders to be united to each 
other in relationships of mutual accountability, encouragement, love, and 
assistance 

 
Questions for reflection:  

• What do these principles tell us about church members?  

• What do they tell us about church leaders?  

• What do they tell us about Jesus?  
  

                                                        
divine Law-giver, the only one who can ‘legislate’ his will for us; church leaders are called to apply his will 

as expressed in his laws, never our own.  
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Who? What? How?  
Core Commitments of Intown Community Church 
Session 6: We are a PCA Church‡  
 
Goal of this session: to find joy in the way our God joins churches together through 

common commitments and common goals, all rooted in what he has said to us in the 

Scriptures. 

 
 

Big idea 1: Being part of the Presbyterian Church in America means being 

‘connectional’—having relationships of partnership and accountability with sister 

congregations.  

 

As a connectional church, our congregations share a set of basic commitments about 
the standards church leaders should uphold. These are reflected in the ordination vows 
we use for church officers. The first three of those vows are:  
 

• Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as originally 
given, to be the inerrant Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice?  
 

• Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms 
of this Church, as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures; 
and do you further promise that if at any time you find yourself out of accord with 
any of the fundamentals of this system of doctrine, you will, on your own 

                                                        
‡ That is, we are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America.   

 

5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood 

up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of 

Moses.” 6 The apostles and elders met to consider this question…. 22 Then the 

apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their 

own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.… 23 With them 

they sent the following letter: “The apostles and elders, your brothers, To the 

Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia….”           
Acts 15 
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initiative, make known to your Session/Presbytery the change which has taken 
place in your views since the assumption of this ordination vow? 
 

• Do you approve of the form of government and discipline of the Presbyterian 
Church in America, in conformity with the general principles of biblical polity?§ 

 

Big Idea 2: Being part of the Presbyterian Church in America means being 

‘confessional’—using a creed or confession to clarify and summarize our understanding 

of Scripture’s teaching on certain key issues.  

Presbyterian churches have historically embraced the Westminster Confession of 
Faith for this purpose, along with its catechisms (Westminster Shorter Catechism, 
Westminster Larger Catechism). 
 
The Westminster Confession summarizes Biblical teaching about: 

• Scripture (chapter 1) 

• The Triune God and his works (chapters 2-5) 

• Humanity and our need (chapter 6) 

• Christ and his saving work (chapters 7-18) 

• Christian ethics (chapters 19-24) 

• The church (chapters 25-31) 

• Heaven, hell, and the return of Christ (chapters 22-23) 
 
 
Questions for reflection:  

• What are some of the benefits/advantages of being a confessional church?  

• What are some of the risks/dangers?  
 

 
 

                                                        
§ Notice the descending level of commitment reflected in these vows: to “believe” a Confession of faith 

written by human beings would be to put it on the same level as Scripture. So we “believe” what God has 

said in his Word, entrusting ourselves wholeheartedly to all that it says. We “receive” our Confession and 

Catechisms as helpful and clear summaries of what God has said in his Word, though we recognize that 

they are helpful only to the degree that they accurately reflect Scripture. And our system of church 

government we merely “approve of”—that is, we think that our approach to church government is a 

faithful attempt to apply biblical principles, but we recognize that our attempts at applying Scriptural 

principles don’t carry the same weight as direct Scriptural teachings.   



 
 

Loving our community to life by pursuing gospel restoration 
 

 

 


