
The apologetic force of our preaching isn’t always that our message is more believable than another, 
but that it’s more desirable. We aren’t just talking to brains. We’re speaking to hearts that have 

desires and eyes that look for beauty. We’re not merely trying to convince people that our gospel is 
true, but that our God is good.

Preaching the gospel requires propositional truths. Believing the gospel requires historical facts. 
But when we preach, others should see how those facts have changed our lives. They should hear us 
singing . . . “I’ve found a Savior, and he’s sweet, I know.” They need to feel the weight of glory. That’s 

because believing the gospel—like preaching it—is worship.

November 29, 2020

Welcome!
We're glad you're with us today. 

PREPARING

Being the faithful Jew he was, Mark lived in the hope and expec-
tation of the appearance of the Messiah. He would have heard 
such rabbinic teachings as “He who, when he prays, does not 
pray for the coming of the Messiah, has not prayed at all.” The 
appearing of Jesus promised to fulfill his spiritual, political and 
economic hopes. It would be the solution to every problem, the 
answer to every question. At least that is what Mark and his 
contemporaries believed.                                                                                    
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MARK: THE GOSPEL OF PASSION

We see that our whole salvation and all its parts are comprehended 
in Christ. We should therefore take care not to derive the least 
portion of it from anywhere else. If we seek salvation, we are 
taught by the very name of Jesus that it is “of him.” If we seek any 
other gifts of the Spirit, they will be found in his anointing. If we 
seek strength, it lies in his dominion; if purity, in his conception; 
if gentleness, it appears in his birth. For by his birth he was made 
like us in all respects that he might learn to feel our pain.                                                                                    
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 INSTITUTES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION

I think that's the trouble with expectations: they're often 
unrealistic and placed on the wrong people.                                                                                    
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I THOUGHT IT WAS JUST ME



GATHERING

Welcome
     Rev. David Fisk

Scripture Reading for Advent 
Jeremiah 23:5-6 (ESV)
     Readers: The Sablon Family  
Leader: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
 follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 

the light of life.”                             (John 8:12, ESV)

All: We light these candles as a sign of the coming light 
of Christ.

Leader: “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, 
when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall 
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In 
his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell 
securely. And this is the name by which he will be 
called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’       

      (Jeremiah 23:5-6, ESV)

All: Let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Come, thou long expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us; 

let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art;
dear Desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart.

Come to earth to taste our sadness, 
he whose glories knew no end;

by his life he brings us gladness, 
our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend.
Leaving riches without number, 

born within a cattle stall;
this the everlasting wonder: 

Christ was born the Lord of all.

Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King!
Born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious Kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne.



Prayer of Adoration 
(Concluded by the Lord’s Prayer)
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

   
Prayer of Confession
Leader: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the 

prophets to preach repentance and prepare the 
way for our salvation:

All:  Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake 
our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of 
Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

 forever. Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Encouragement
based on Isaiah 40:1-2
Leader: Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
 Your sins are pardoned.
 The penalty is paid.

All:  Thanks be to God.

Dawning Light of Our Salvation (Luke 1:68-79)
Long in darkness Israel wandered, 

long in mortal shadows we
walked in bondage and self-pity, 

trod in paths of sin and grief.
In the prophet’s words he told us, 

long the God of Israel spoke;
he alone in strength would save us 

from the hands of all our foes.

Chorus:
Every valley be exalted! 

Every mountain be made plain,
Crooked ways repent and straighten; 

all creation bend in praise.

He shall raise a mighty Savior, 
born of David’s lineage he

comes in covenant love to claim us, 
from our sins to set us free.



Light to those who dwell in darkness, 
life to those from death who flee;
joy unto the earth and gladness, 

to your pathway’s dawning peace! 
Chorus

Jesus, Lord and mighty Savior; 
David’s Son and yet his King,

dawning light of our salvation, 
of your saving power we sing!

Stand, O lame, and dance, ye broken; 
know the Savior’s healing grace;

come, O deaf, and hear him singing; 
turn, O blind, behold his face! 

Chorus Twice
 
Prayer for Christ's Church and the World
Philippians 4:6 (NIV)
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

The Passing of the Peace
Leader: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All: And also with you.

Leader: May his peace be with us as we wait for the coming 
Messiah.

All: Amen.

THE WORD

Sermon Scripture Reading 
Mark 1:1-3 (ESV)
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
    who will prepare your way,
3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
    make his paths straight.’”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon       
     Dr. Jimmy Agan

Prepare the Way of the Lord: 
Remembering Why Jesus Came



Worship through Giving                                                    
2 Corinthians 8:9 (ESV)
Online Giving: intown.org/give or by mail

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by 
his poverty might become rich.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear.

Chorus: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

O Come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here;

disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Chorus

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
thine own from Satan's tyranny;

from depths of hell thy people save, 
and give them victory over the grave. 

Chorus

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of all mankind;
bid thou our sad divisions cease, 
and be thyself our King of peace. 

Chorus

Prayer of Expectation
Based on “O Antiphons” prayers  
Leader: O King of all nations, the true joy and desire of 

every human heart, you are the cornerstone which 
unites us all:

All: Come and deliver the human race, which you fashioned 
from the dust of the earth.

Leader: Maranatha. 

All: Come, Lord Jesus.

https://intown.org/give


SENDING

Joy to the World
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 

let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing; 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns: 
let men their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy; 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground. 

He comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found; 

far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love; 

and wonders, wonders of his love.

Benediction           
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 (ESV) 
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, 
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 
faithful; he will surely do it.

Worship Music Leaders:
Luke Brodine – Director 
Stacey Dombrowski – Vocals 
Randy Hoexter – Piano
Lesley Maginas – Vocals
 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Outdoor Communion and Carols, Sunday, December 6
Join us next Sunday afternoon, December 6, at 4:00 p.m. when 
we gather to enjoy outdoor Communion and Christmas carols. 
This will be a wonderful opportunity to sing Christmas carols 
together and rejoice in God's great gift to us, his son Jesus. 
We will continue to follow the same safety protocols that we 
use for Sunday morning services, which include temperature 
checks, social distancing of 6ft. or more, and wearing masks. 
Because of this, we will only be able to accommodate a certain 
number of people, and reservations are required. If you'd like 
to reserve a space, click here. This service will not be live-
streamed or recorded.

Advent Guide 2020
Sunday, November 29-Thursday, December 24.  The word 
"Advent" is derived from the Latin word adventus, which means 
“coming.” During the four Sundays before Christmas, Christians 
prepare their hearts in celebration and anticipation of the coming 
birth of Christ.
We invite you to join us as we reflect daily on Scripture that 
speaks of the promise and fulfillment of God's wonderful gift of 
redemption found in his Son Jesus. Click here to enjoy Intown's 
daily guide for Advent.

Let's Pray for Each Other
Part of loving each other as a body of believers includes 
praying for  each other and for the needs of our church. You 
can submit a prayer request here. All prayer requests will be 
kept confidential among church leaders and staff unless you 
select to opt-in to the Churchwide Prayer List. 

Loving our community to life by pursuing gospel restoration

We're glad you joined us for worship today! 

For questions about any Intown ministry, please visit  
our website at intown.org  

or call the church office at 404.633.8077.

https://intown.org/events
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/76/76d3d660-03cd-44f4-b62c-85473a6bd3da/documents/2020AdventGuide_Nov-23-20_FINAL.pdf
https://intown.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/130/responses/new

