
The apologetic force of our preaching isn’t always that our message is more believable than another, 
but that it’s more desirable. We aren’t just talking to brains. We’re speaking to hearts that have 

desires and eyes that look for beauty. We’re not merely trying to convince people that our gospel is 
true, but that our God is good.

Preaching the gospel requires propositional truths. Believing the gospel requires historical facts. 
But when we preach, others should see how those facts have changed our lives. They should hear us 
singing . . . “I’ve found a Savior, and he’s sweet, I know.” They need to feel the weight of glory. That’s 

because believing the gospel—like preaching it—is worship.

August 2, 2020

Welcome!

When worship expresses only "victory", it can unintentionally suggest 
that the broken and the lonely and the hurting have no place here. 
The message can be, "If you want to fit in, first get your emotions in 
order so that you can be positive, and then go to worship." But the 
Psalms help show us that bottling up or trying to fix these emotions 
ourselves is not the right way. . . . Fear, anger, confusion, protest – 
these are all emotions that we can and should bring before our 
covenant Lord with the psalmists.

J. TODD BILLINGS 
CONTEMPORARY NORTH AMERICAN THEOLOGIAN

REJOICING IN LAMENT

[Reflecting on the hymn, “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand”]  I 
always thought the third verse sounded funny: “No chilling wind or 
poisonous breath can reach that healthful shore.” The phrase 
“poisonous breath” made me think of morning mouth on steroids. 
But now I hear in the phrase the good news that when we cross the 
River Jordan no flu will follow us there. There will be no pandemics 
in heaven. Sickness and sorrow, pain and death, will be felt and 
feared no more.

KEVIN DEYOUNG
CONTEMPORARY NORTH AMERICAN PASTOR, AUTHOR AND SPEAKER

“CHORDS OF MERCY IN THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS”
BYFAITH MAGAZINE ONLINE, JULY 30, 2020

Affliction is the best book in my library.
MARTIN LUTHER (1483-1546)

GERMAN PASTOR AND REFORMER

We're glad you're with us today. 

PREPARING

https://byfaithonline.com/chords-of-mercy-in-the-time-of-coronavirus/


GATHERING

Call to Worship 
From Psalm 118 (ESV)
     Peter Paye  
Leader: Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

All: For his steadfast love endures forever

Leader: Out of my distress I called on the Lord; 
 the Lord answered me and set me free.

All: The Lord is my strength and my song; 
 he has become my salvation.

Leader: I shall not die, but I shall live,
 and recount the deeds of the Lord.
 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

All: For his steadfast love endures forever.

Blessed Be Your Name
Blessed be your name in the land that is plentiful,

where your streams of abundance flow, blessed be your name.
Blessed be your name when I’m found in the desert place,

though I walk through the wilderness, blessed be your name.

Every blessing you pour out I’ll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say,

Chorus:
Blessed be the name of the Lord, 

blessed be your name.
Blessed be the name of the Lord, 
blessed be your glorious name.

Blessed be your name when the sun’s shining down on me,
when the world’s all as it should be, blessed be your name.
Blessed be your name on the road marked with suffering;
though there’s pain in the offering, blessed be your name. 

Every blessing you pour out I’ll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say,

Chorus

You give and take away, you give and take away.
My heart will choose to say, “Lord, blessed be your name.”

Chorus Twice

Prayer of Adoration 
(Concluded by the Lord’s Prayer)
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 



forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession
Leader: Gracious God, we confess that we have longed too 

much for the comforts of this world. We have loved 
the gifts more than the giver. In your mercy, help us 
to see that all the things we pine for are shadows, 
but you are substance; that they are quicksands, but 
you are mountain; that they are shifting, but you are 
anchor. We plead your forgiveness on the merits of 
Jesus Christ.

All: Accept his worthiness for our unworthiness, his 
 sinlessness for our transgressions, his fullness for 

our emptiness, his glory for our shame, his 
 righteousness for our dead works, his death for our 

life. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Encouragement 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (ESV)
Do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our 
inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that 
are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that 
are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

Eternal Weight of Glory
Now the days and hours and moments 

of our suffering seem so long;
and the toilsome wait and wondering 

threaten silence to our song.
Now our pain is real and pressing 
where our faith is thin and weak,

but our hope is set on Jesus; 
and we cling to him, our strength.

Oh, eternal weight of glory! 
Oh, inheritance divine!

We will see our Lord redeeming 
every past and future time.

All our pains will be transfigured, 
like the scars of Christ our Lord.

We will see the weight of glory, 
and our broken years restored.



Chorus:
For behold! I tell a mystery: 

at the trumpet sound we’ll wake.
"Death is swallowed up in victory!” 
when we meet our King of Grace.

Every year we thought was wasted, 
every night we cried, “How long?”

all will be a passing moment 
in our Savior’s victory song.

We will see our wounded Savior. 
We’ll behold him face to face,

and we’ll hear our anguished stories 
sung as victory songs of grace.

Chorus

Every year we thought was wasted, 
every night we cried, “How long?”

all will be a passing moment 
in our Savior’s victory song

Prayer for Christ’s Church and the World
Psalm 66:19-20 (NIV)
But God has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer. 
Praise be to God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld 
his love from me!

The Passing of the Peace
Leader: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All: And also with you.

Leader: May his peace be with us when we share in Christ’s 
sufferings,

All: And as we wait for his glory to be revealed.

Leader: May his peace be with us now and forever.

All: Amen.

THE WORD

Sermon Scripture Reading 
1 Peter 4:7-13 (ESV) 
     Reader: Tom Brinks
7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled 
and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above 
all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a 
multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without 
grumbling. 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 11 whoever 
speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as 
one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order 



that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes 
upon you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his 
glory is revealed.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon       
     Dr. Jimmy Agan

Trusting God When There Is No Normal:
When the End Comes

Worship through Giving                                                    
1 Peter 4:10 (ESV)
Online Giving: intown.org/give or by mail

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God's varied grace.

It Is Well With My Soul
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,

when sorrows like sea billows roll,
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,

“It is well, it is well with my soul.”

Chorus:
It is well (it is well) with my soul (with my soul);

it is well, it is well with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control:

that Christ has regarded my helpless estate
and hath shed his own blood for my soul. 

Chorus

My sin, O the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part, but the whole

is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

Chorus

And Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll.

The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend;
even so, it is well with my soul!

 Chorus

https://intown.org/give


Confession of Faith   
Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 57-58
Leader: How does “the resurrection of the body” comfort you?

All:  Not only will my soul be taken immediately after 
this life to Christ its head, but also my very flesh will 
be raised by the power of Christ, reunited with my 
soul, and made like Christ’s glorious body.

Leader: How does the article concerning “life everlasting” 
comfort you?

All:  Even as I already now experience in my heart the 
beginning of eternal joy, so after this life I will have 
perfect blessedness such as no eye has seen,

 no ear has heard, no human heart has ever imagined: 
a blessedness in which to praise God forever.

SENDING
On Jordan's Stormy Banks

On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand and cast a wishful eye
to Canaan’s fair and happy land where my possessions lie.

All o’er those wide, extended plains shines one eternal day;
there God, the Son, forever reigns and scatters night away.

Chorus: 
I am bound, I am bound, 

I am bound for the Promised Land.
I am bound, I am bound, 

I am bound for the Promised Land.

No chilling winds nor poisonous breath can reach that healthful shore.
Sickness, sorrow, pain and death are felt and feared no more. 

Chorus

When shall I reach that happy place and be forever blessed?
When shall I see my Father’s face and in his bosom rest? 

Chorus Twice

Benediction           
Jude 24-25 (ESV) 
Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to 
present you blameless before the presence of his glory with 
great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time 
and now and forever. Amen.

Worship Music Leaders:
Luke Brodine – Director, Guitar Christina Wert – Vocals
Randy Hoexter – Piano   James Wert – Vocals



ANNOUNCEMENTS

First Monday of Prayer and Fasting is tomorrow, August 3
The first Monday of every month our prayer team provides a 
guide for a day of prayer and fasting. This month the guide is 
geared toward families and kids participating. If you would like 
to participate, go to intown.org/worship/prayer to download the 
guide for August 3.

The Sacrament of Baptism is scheduled for August 9
The next scheduled baptism will be next Sunday, August 9. If you 
are interested in being baptized or having your child baptized, 
please contact Paula Hunt at paula@intown.org.

Elder and Deacon Nominations   
From July 19 through August 23, Intown will receive nominations 
of qualified members for the office of elder or the role of deacon. 
Training for nominees will occur in the fall. To read more 
about elders, deacons, and the nomination process, and to 
nominate someone, please see intown.org/news.

Re-opening update
Reservations to attend the worship service on-site on August 
9 will open Monday, August 3, and a link will be sent to the 
congregation via email. As always, our ability to hold services 
on-site is dependent on current circumstances and recom-
mendations. 

Joint Sunday Morning Life Group 
This summer’s joint Sunday Morning Life Group focus is 
“Learning to Love God’s Word: The Heart of God and His Mission 
for Us,” as seen in the first five books of the Bible. Join us on 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. (note new time), from July 12 through 
August 9 via Zoom video conferencing at bit.ly/JointLG2020. 
The Passcode is LifeGroup. 

Loving our community to life by pursuing gospel restoration

We're glad you joined us for worship today! 

For questions about any Intown ministry, please visit  
our website at intown.org  

or call the church office at 404.633.8077.

http://intown.org/worship/prayer
mailto:paula%40intown.org?subject=
http://intown.org/news
http://bit.ly/JointLG2020

