
The apologetic force of our preaching isn’t always that our message is more believable than another, 
but that it’s more desirable. We aren’t just talking to brains. We’re speaking to hearts that have 

desires and eyes that look for beauty. We’re not merely trying to convince people that our gospel is 
true, but that our God is good.

Preaching the gospel requires propositional truths. Believing the gospel requires historical facts. 
But when we preach, others should see how those facts have changed our lives. They should hear us 
singing . . . “I’ve found a Savior, and he’s sweet, I know.” They need to feel the weight of glory. That’s 

because believing the gospel—like preaching it—is worship.
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Welcome!

The apologetic force of our preaching isn’t always that our 
message is more believable than another, but that it’s more 
desirable. We aren’t just talking to brains. We’re speaking to 
hearts that have desires and eyes that look for beauty. We’re not 
merely trying to convince people that our gospel is true, but 
that our God is good.

Preaching the gospel requires propositional truths. Believing 
the gospel requires historical facts. But when we preach, others 
should see how those facts have changed our lives. They should 
hear us singing . . . “I’ve found a Savior, and he’s sweet, I know.” 
They need to feel the weight of glory. That’s because believing 
the gospel—like preaching it—is worship. 

ELLIOT CLARK
CONTEMPORARY NORTH AMERICAN AUTHOR 

AND GLOBAL CHURCH EDUCATOR
“THE APOSTLES NEVER ‘SHARED’ THE GOSPEL, 

AND NEITHER SHOULD WE”
CHRISTIANITY TODAY MAGAZINE, JUNE 21, 2019

We're glad you're with us today. 

PREPARING



GATHERING

Welcome
     Dr. Jimmy Agan

Call to Worship                                                         
Mark 11:1-10, NIV
     Rev. Steve Yates
Leader: 
 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage  
 and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his 
 disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, 
 and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there,  
 which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 
 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ tell him, 
 ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’ ”

 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a 
 doorway. As they untied it, some people standing there 
 asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” They 
 answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let 
 them go. When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
 their cloaks over it, he sat on it. Many people spread their 
 cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they 
 had cut in the fields. Those who went ahead and those 
 who followed shouted,

All: “Hosanna!”
 “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”
 “Hosanna in the highest!”

Hosanna (Praise Is Rising)
Praise is rising, eyes are turning to you, we turn to you.

Hope is stirring, hearts are yearning for you, we long for you.

When we see you, we find strength to face the day.
In your presence, all our fears are washed away, washed away.

Hosanna, hosanna. 
You are the God who saves us, 

worthy of all our praises.

Hear the sound of hearts returning to you; we turn to you.
In your Kingdom broken lives are made new; you make us new.

When we see you, we find strength to face the day.
In your presence, all our fears are washed away, washed away.

Hosanna, hosanna. 
You are the God who saves us, 

worthy of all our praises.

Hosanna, hosanna. 
Come have your way among us; 

we welcome you here, Lord Jesus.



When we see you, we find strength to face the day.
In your presence, all our fears are washed away, washed away.

Hosanna, hosanna. 
You are the God who saves us, 

worthy of all our praises.

Hosanna, hosanna. 
Come have your way among us;

we welcome you here, Lord Jesus.

Prayer of Adoration 
(Concluded by the Lord’s Prayer)
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our  
 debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kindom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer of Confession                     
Leader:  
 O Lord, we have not longed for your coming and your  
 kingdom as we ought. We have not denied ourselves, 
 taken up the cross and followed you. Instead, clinging to 
 the things of this world and  counting them dear, we  
 have grown callous to needs of the poor and 
 downtrodden, the lonely and the suffering.

All: 
   We have not cried out for justice as we should, nor have  
 we cared about those who are without Christ and 
 without hope in this world. We have been silent when  
 we could have spoken. 
 Lord, forgive us for our offenses, and grant that by the 
 power of your Spirit, we might live in light of your 
 coming again. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior. Amen. 

Silent Confession

Words of Encouragement                                                                
2 Corinthians 5:17, 21, ESV
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 
has passed away; behold, the new has come. . . .  For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.

Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners
Jesus! What a friend for sinners! 

Jesus! Lover of my soul.
Friends may fail me, foes assail me; 

he, my Savior, makes me whole.



Chorus: 
Hallelujah! What a Savior! Hallelujah! What a friend!

Saving, helping, keeping, loving: he is with me to the end.

Jesus! What a strength in weakness! 
Let me hide myself in him.

Tempted, tried, and sometimes failing; 
he, my strength, my victory wins. 

Chorus

Jesus! What a help in sorrow! 
While the billows o’er me roll.

Even when my heart is breaking, 
he, my comfort, helps my soul. 

Chorus

Jesus! I do now receive him, 
more than all in him I find.

He has granted me forgiveness; 
I am his, and he is mine. 

Chorus

Prayer for Christ’s Church and the World           
James 5:16b, NIV
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.
To join the Slaters on a Zoom call this evening, email Austin.Slater@ruf.org for  
information.

The Passing of the Peace
Leader: 
 The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All:  
 And also with you.
Leader: 
 May his peace be with us in times of mourning.  
All:  
 And in times of celebration.
Leader: 
 May his peace be with us now and forever.
All:  
 Amen.

Worship through Giving                                                    
2 Corinthians 8:9, NIV
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you 
through his poverty might become rich. 

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
How deep the Father’s love for us, 

how vast beyond all measure,
that he should give his only Son 
to make a wretch his treasure.



How great the pain of searing loss, 
the Father turns his face away,

as wounds which mar the Chosen One 
bring many sons to glory.

Behold a Man upon the cross, 
my sin upon his shoulders.

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
call out among the scoffers.

It was my sin that held him there 
until it was accomplished.

His dying breath has brought me life; 
I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything: 
no gifts, no power, no wisdom.
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 

his death and resurrection.

Why should I gain from his reward? 
I cannot give an answer.

But this I know with all my heart: 
his wounds have paid my ransom.

Why should I gain from his reward? 
I cannot give an answer.

But this I know with all my heart: 
his wounds have paid my ransom.

THE WORD

Sermon Scripture Reading                                     
Acts 10:34-45, ESV
     Reader: Peter Paye
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that 
God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears 
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As for the word 
that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through 
Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what 
happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the 
baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Naz-
areth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in 
the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 
by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day 
and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had 
been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach 
to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to 
be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear 
witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name.”



44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell 
on all who heard the word. 45 And the believers from among 
the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, 
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the 
Gentiles.

Leader: 
 This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:  
 Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                                                                                 
     Dr. Jimmy Agan  

I Have Many in this City:  
Learning to Hear Good News as We Speak It

Confession of Faith  
Heidelberg Catechism Q&A #40
Leader: 
 Why did Christ have to suffer death?

All:   
 Because God’s justice and truth require it: nothing else  
 could pay for our sins except the death of the Son of God.  
 

SENDING

Psalm 126 
Our mouths they were filled, filled with laughter; 

our tongues they were loosed, loosed with joy.
Restore us, O Lord! Restore us, O Lord!

Chorus: 
Although we are weeping, Lord, help us keep sowing

the seeds of your Kingdom for the day you will reap them!
Your sheaves we will carry; Lord, please do not tarry!

All those who sow weeping will go out with songs of joy!

The nations will say, “He has done great things!”
The nations will sing songs of joy.

Restore us, O Lord! Restore us, O Lord! 
Chorus Two TImes

All those who sow weeping will go out with songs of joy!

Benediction          
Romans 15:13, NIV 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust 
in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 



Loving our community to life by pursuing gospel restoration

We're glad you joined us for worship today! 

For questions about any Intown ministry, please visit  
our website at intown.org  

or call the church office at 404.633.8077.

Worship Music Leaders: 
Luke Brodine – Director, Piano
Jimmy Agan – Guitar, Vocals 
Christina Wert – Vocals

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Worship on Good Friday and Easter
Please join us on April 10 as we observe Good Friday and on 
April 12 for Easter to celebrate the Resurrection!  Both services 
will be live-streamed online. The Easter Sunday service will 
be streamed at the usual time, 10:40 a.m. As details for Good 
Friday are set, they will be posted on the Virtual Worship page 
on our website and shared in next week’s newsletter. 

First Monday Day of Prayer and Fasting
The first Monday of every month our prayer team provides a 
guide for a day of prayer and fasting. If you would like to 
participate, the guide for April 6th can be found through the 
prayer page at our website: intown.org/worship/prayer

Online Community Groups and Sunday Morning Life Groups
Sharing our lives with people on a regular basis is so important, 
and maybe you are feeling that especially now. Would you 
enjoy connecting with people in a small group or a Sunday 
Morning Life Group through video conferencing or by calling 
in with your phone? For a list of offerings and how to connect, 
click these links for Small Groups and Sunday Morning Life 
Groups 

Prayer requests

Submit your prayer requests online at intown.org/worship/prayer

https://intown.org/connect/small-groups
https://intown.org/connect/sunday-morning-life-groups
https://intown.org/connect/sunday-morning-life-groups
http://intown.org/worship/prayer

