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Friends, 

 October is here and I’m thinking about the season that is before us and remember 
how much I enjoyed collecting leaves when I was a child. Maybe you did too! I remember 
walking around looking for the oak trees with the biggest and most vibrantly colored leaves 
and picking them up, taking them home and ironing them between a couple of pieces of 
waxed paper to hold the beauty all year. I watched the leaves fall with such wonder as 
God amazed God me with such vibrant color. Leaves and seeds would float down some 
like a helicopters and others with a swaying back and forth as they found their way to the 
ground where they would rest for a few moments before small gust of wind would blow 
along and pull them up into a whirlwind. It was so fascinating because there is not much 
evidence of these whirlwinds, other times of the year, mainly when the leaves fall.  

 I also didn’t understand that the falling of the leaves meant that they had to die. 
They would make one final trip to the ground with no expectation of moving again. Yet the 
marvelous wind would take them for a ride, one like they had never had before as they 
flew freely around in whirlwinds or simply danced across the ground to places far removed 
from their tree of origin.  

 When I think about these leaves I’m reminded of the journey of Jesus and his disci-
ples. They each had a home, a place of origin, yet the Holy Spirit would move them and 
guide them from one place to another. Sometimes resting for awhile in one place, some-
times moving along to a new destination, and other times caught up in the whirlwinds of 
change that Jesus brought with his message. Jesus taught them how to see the world from 
God’s eyes as they sought to bring the Kingdom of God. No more hanging on the tree 
moving in the same manner as the other leaves on the tree (following every social norm), 
but free to move and live and have their being with Jesus Christ.  
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When I think about this, I’m eager to have that sort of freedom, yet also realizing it comes 
with great risk. I would need to be like the dying leaves and die to my worldly ways to have 
live into the Kingdome of God. Not an easy task! My freedom would require a lot of study 
and work to be part of a community of believers who encourage one another live into the 
life of Jesus. To spend time studying scriptures and lessons together. To pray for one another 
and for the Kingdom of God come for all the world. To be those who offer healing and 
hope as we are present and supportive of those in need. Most of all I yearn to gather and 
meet people face to face in the church and community.  

This is why Covid makes me sad as it continues to keep us from gathering. I encourage you 
to join us as community in worship and by studying the Gospel of Mark as we finish our 
Wholehearted Healing series.  Then to join us in studying the scriptures for our next series 
“Selah” about pausing to listen to God as we consider God’s goodness, grace, giving, and 
our gratitude.  Below are the scriptures we will focus on through October as we gather for 
World Communion Sunday, October 3 and when we celebrate All Saint’s Day on Oct. 31. 
(Remember to let us know saints you would like us to remember.) 

October 3  Mark 10:2-26 (focus on 10: 13-6) 

October 10 Mark 10:17-31 

October 17 Mark 10:35-45 

October 24  Psalm 27: 12-14, Romans 15:13-15, Mark 10: 46-52 

October 31 Psalm 45:1-3; John 1:14-18; Acts 15:10-12 

    + Love, Pastor Libby 

Selah Worship Series Resources 
Our new series, beginning on October 31st, includes a Bible Study, some daily devotions 
we will post online, and some personal sharing. We encourage you to participate in the 
study, especially if you are in an LLL group. The study will be available on our webpage 
and printed copies will be available to pick up if you would like one. Pastor Libby will offer 
discussion times on Wednesdays at 10 am.  Let her know if you are interested.  

“As followers of Jesus Christ, we strive to follow his example: healing the sick, feeding the 
hungry, and advocating for the poor and marginalized. Jesus also gave us an example of 
how to take care of our mind, body and spirit. He took long walks with friends, he 
immersed himself in Scripture and prayer, and when things got too hectic, he withdrew to 
a quiet place and cared for his soul. It is important to pause, ponder and give thanks on 
the many ministries of Church of the Cross. This series will give us a chance to look at these 
ministries and ponder how generous we can be to strengthen and sustain them as we 
continue to live into God’s vision and will for us.” Resource UMC 



Angel Academy Update 
A task force has been meeting to discern the next steps for Angel Academy.  Meeting with 
community resources to examine many different options for our church have been a part of 
this process.  The needs within our community to care for our children and their families are 
many.  Please continue to pray for this vital ministry.  There will be new Angels for us to serve 
in the future! 

COVID UPDATE 
Many people have asked us why we are not holding worship in the sanctuary when it 
seems that we may be alone in our efforts to protect our members.  Throughout this pan-
demic the Leadership Team has taken the position that we should “do no harm” and pro-
tect those that are most vulnerable.  We are doing this in a manner that is consistent with 
the recommendations from the Great Plains Conference (GPCUM) as well as local and 
CDC guidelines.   

 

The GPCUM sets the risk assessment for a High Risk community of 10 – 25 per 100,000 people, 
for daily new cases of infection.  Saline County’s most recent report was 37 new cases over 
a 3 day period-well within the High Risk category.  Since April, Saline County’s number of 
active cases reached a peak in mid-September confirming that our caution was appropri-
ate.   

 

The GPCUM guidance for COVID-19 Worship and Ministries may be found at:  https://
www.greatplainsumc.org/coronavirus 

 

Our community risk and our response will be reviewed once again at our October Leader-
ship Team meeting.  While we anxiously await the re-opening of the sanctuary, we are 
grateful for everyone who has joined us outside or on-line.  We are a caring community.  
We care deeply. 

DILLONS SUPPORTS COC 
Dillons has long been a supporter of COC.  We recently received a very generous donation 
of 66 backpacks from Cloud Street Dillons.  We will use these for next year’s backpack give-
away.  In addition, we have received over $36,000 in cash over the past 9 years from the 
Dillons Community Rewards program.  If you haven’t already registered Church of the Cross 
as your designated charity, please do so today!  Simply create/log into your Dillons account 
and go to Community Rewards to select Church of the Cross Untd Methodist! 

Thank you Dillons!     



IRA Direct Gifts Can Save You Taxes 
If you have funds in a tax deferred account, such as an IRA, you may save income taxes by 
making a gift directly to the church.  As you look at your distributions (required minimum 
distribution or otherwise) from these funds, ask your bank or investment account about 
making a “direct payment” to the church or other charities.   

 

Often times people have their distributions deposited into their bank account and then write 
checks to the church during the year.  With more people taking the standard deduction on 
their tax return, this gift may not be deductible but must be reported as income subject to 
income taxes. 

 

But with a direct transfer of funds to the church, the income is not taxable income to the 
owner.  A lower tax results due to the ability to exclude this income.   

 

You can make a one-time or periodic payment to the church for your pledge using this 
strategy.  Ask your financial adviser about the possibilities! 

VANCO GIVING ONLINE  
We have had great response to our online eGiving platform through Vanco.  Thank you for 
your support. Through your contributions, we’re able to share the message of our faith to our 
congregation and the larger community, giving people the strength and compassion 
needed to make it through difficult times such as these. 

 

Vanco provides tools to make giving simple even when you’re unable to attend church. 
Their eGiving is safe and secure, and it allows you to designate your contribution to the 
church funds you’re most passionate about.   

 

eGiving lets you set up one-time or recurring giving through... 

 Mobile app – Download the GivePlus Mobile App on the App Store or on Google Play, 
enter the zip code for our church [67401] and give. 

 www.coc-salina.org  – Easily enter your donation from our website. 

 
You can contact Mollie or Pat at 785.825.5170 so we can give you more information or help 
you get set up. Thank you again for supporting Church of the Cross and the community 
we’ve all worked so hard to nurture. 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 
Our Annual Charge Conference will be November 21 at 4pm at Abilene First United 
Methodist Church in Abilene, KS.  Be sure to mark your calendars and take the opportunity 
to meet our new District Superintendent, Karen Ratzlaff. 



Wanted: No-Contact Delivery System 
Create your own no-contact delivery system for 
Trunk or Treat this year! It is going to be so much  
fun to see all the ways to deliver candy without 
making actual contact! Bring your system and your 
candy on Sunday, October 31 from 3pm - 5pm! 

We can’t wait to see what you come up with! 

GIVING IMPACT 
We recently took a look at how 
our church resources are being 
used to meet our Mission 
Statement – Reaching out to 
Transform Lives through Knowing, 
Loving and Serving God.  As we 
navigate through our reduced 
activities, our emphasis has been 
on Knowing God through 
worship, small groups (TLC and 
LLL) and ongoing book studies.  But we have also found ways to fulfill our mission of Serving 
and Loving God (Backpacks, Freedom Initiative, Yardwork, Leadership Team, Task Forces 
and many more ways).  If you are looking for ways to re-join, re-start or re-connect in a 
greater capacity, please reach out to Pastor Libby or Mollie! 

All Saints Day 

All Saints Day is November 1 and we would like to make sure that everyone is 
acknowledged. If you had a loved one pass in the past year please call or email the 
church office and give us the name of the person who passed. The person does not have 
to have been a member of Church of the Cross. 

Financial Reports 

You may notice the financial information is missing from this month’s newsletter. In order  
for the newsletter to go out in a timely manner and the financial information to be the  
most up-to-date we ask if you would like to receive the financial information to please 
email accountant@coc-salina.org and request to be on the email list for the monthly 
financial update. If you do not have email you are welcome to contact the church office 
for a copy.  

If you would like to give online please visit www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving 
to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 



Crafting extravaganzas! 
Do you like unique things? If so, these events are for you. Mark the 
following dates on  
your calendar: 

October 7- 7pm 
October 14 - 7pm 
October 21 - 7pm 
November 11 - 7pm 
November 18 - 7pm 

These will be live shows offering handmade items for purchase. 
Jean Huser and Sara Gault and others from the Freedom Initiative 
will be presenting the items. A hard working group of women have been laboring on various 
projects for months. Due to Covid, we are selling live online. The process is simple: 

1. Visit facebook.com/UMchurchofthecross 

2. Click on the event pinned at the top of the page. 

3. Click that you are going. You can say you are going for just one of the dates or you can 
click that you are going for each of them.  

4. Any dates you have clicked that you are going will send you an alert when the live  
sale starts. 

5. Once the sale starts there will be details on how to purchase these amazing items. 

We will be offering many gnomes, stuffed bears, wreaths, Christmas and Halloween items, 
kitchen boas, home décor, etc. Each show will highlight different items. Items are priced  
to sell. 

This is a fundraiser for the Freedom Initiative Ministry sponsored by Church of the Cross,  
Salina, KS. All money will be directly used to help inmates transition back into society. The 
cost to make each item was donated. Your purchase cost is a 100% donation.  

Looking forward to your support. Jean, Sara, and all the crafters 
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Blessings to Others 

A cabinet has replaced the table in the narthex for Blessing Box drop off. If you would like to 
help us keep the Blessing Box filled you can drop off donations Monday - Friday between 
9am and 1pm or on Sunday mornings.  

We are moving into fall and winter so please consider: 

 Canned food with a pop top 

 Socks, gloves, scarves, or hats 

 Granola Bars, Fruit Cups, Jello, Pudding 

 Bottled water or other individually packaged drinks 

 Any non-perishable food items 

It is amazing how many people rely on the blessing box and how many people also stop to 
fill it that do not have an affiliation to Church of the Cross. It is a blessing to our community 
for sure!  Proverbs 19:17 “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and will be repaid in 
full.” 



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

COC Sta f f  
 

Pastor  L ibby Oberdor f  -  Pastor  
Of f ice Hours  Monday 9am -1pm 

Tuesday 9am -  1pm 
pastor l ibbyoberdor f@gmai l .com  

785-564-1977  

Mol l ie  Purcel l  -  Admini s t rat ive Ass i s tant  
 Of f ice Hours  Monday -  F r iday 9am -  1pm 

mol l ie .purcel l@coc -sa l ina.org  
785-825-5170  

Pat  Mi l l s  -  Leadersh ip Counci l  Chai r  
pmi l l s2222@cox.net  

785-819-4454  

Judy Beck -  Lay  Leader  
l kbeckfam@gmai l .com  

785-452-5384  

Find the needle 
Somewhere in this issue of The Messenger you will 
find a needle like the one pictured below.  


