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Sunday, October 4 is World Communion Sunday. This is an opportunity for  
all Christian churches to participate in Communion. In the United Methodist 
Church we also collect a special offering that helps fund scholarships. On  
Saturday, October 3 from 2p - 4p in the shelter house at the church we will 
have Communion pick-up for those who are worshiping with us online. There 
will be envelopes available for World Communion Sunday contributions. Just 
fill out the envelope and drop it in the locked box by the front door of the 
church. For in-person worship envelopes will be available on Sunday. 

Church of the Cross Book Club is ready to rock! 
Our new book will be God is not a Christian, Nor a Jew, Muslim, Hindu… 
God Dwells with Us, in Us, Around Us, as Us by Bishop Carlton Pearson 

This is a great book for understanding how to stop being a “Christian” and 
start being Christ like. This book will challenge the way we think. It will  
promote lots of discussions. The study will be led by Sara Gault.  

This study will start Wednesday, October 14th at 7p via Zoom. If you would 
like to take part in this study please order your book and let Sara Gault 
know so you are sure to get the link to the Zoom meeting. Her number is 
785-342-1867. 



LOVE WILL KEEP US TOGETHER, WHATEVER 
 

Way back in 1975, in a day and time when I and my friends were listening to the testosterone-driven 
music of Bachman-Turner Overdrive or the high-energy music of southern rock pioneers like the All-
man Brothers, Marshall Tucker and Charlie Daniels bands, a  husband and wife pop-rock duo by the 
name of The Captain and Tennille ( frequently referred to by many of my peers as The Captain and 
Toenails) had a huge hit with the Neil Sedaka penned  song, “Love Will Keep Us Together”. 
 
In a moment of truth-telling, I must confess that while I never imagined I’d write anything inspired by 
this soft-rock ditty, here I am using the title of the song, even if not its full set of lyrics, as the inspiration 
for this newsletter piece. For an article to be included in the October 2020 newsletter which is being 
published in the final two months of a very divisive political season. 
 
I borrow this phrase from this song in the belief that what is says is true. Believing that love is the very 
thing, and only thing, that will keep us together. But I’m not referring to the romantically-hued vision 
of love that is lifted up in this Sedaka song. Not to a love which represents that which the ancient 
Greeks referred to as Eros (sexual passion/ romantic love). But, rather, the type of love the Greeks 
identified as: storge – a love which creates a bond of empathy; a love which flows from empathy 
and is driven by compassion. As Philia love, a love that creates the bonds of friendship—brotherly 
and sisterly love. And last, but certainly not least, as agape – God’s love that’s been poured into our 
hearts through Jesus Christ (Ro. 5:5). A love that restores in us the loving actions rightfully expected 
of creatures made in the image and likeness of God. 
 
Without looking back through all of the manuscripts of the weddings I’ve had the privilege of per-
forming for couples, I can fairly confidently say that every one of these ceremonies has drawn on 
several verses of the love chapter—1Corinthians 13. 
 
The section of this chapter to which I refer is comprised of verses 4-7, a compendium of the practi-
cal, action centric, nature of love. Love that is evidenced in its patience and kindness.     
Love that is represented in its lack of envy, boastfulness, arrogance and rudeness.  
Love that forms effective teams by not insisting on its own way; by not being irritable or resentful. 
Love that flows from consideration and appreciation of others and therefore avoids wrongdoing 
while seeking to know and serve the truth.  
Love that engages in the practices of bearing all things, believing all things, hoping all things, and 
enduring all things—up to, and including, political elections. 
 
Remember friends, when all of these political races are history, one of the horses will move into an 
elected office and one of the horses will return to his/her respective barn. But you and I and all the 
people with whom we daily live, move and have our being will still see one another on the streets, in 
grocery stores, libraries churches and other public arenas. 
 
As we live beyond October’s thirty-one days, into the month of November and the eventual settling 
of the electoral dust, let us take seriously the idea and ideal set forth by The Captain and Tennille’s 
signature song, affirming, as we go, “Love will keep us together—whatever!” 

Peace of the Lord be with you, Brothers and Sisters! 

Pastor Loren 



Bob and Tammy Conner 
Susan Purcell 

Sharon Robinson 
Tina and Family 

Marla Romesburg 
Leland Moore 

R360 MOVING US FORWARD 
 

The R360 Team has continued in their efforts to move 
Church of the Cross forward.   The team is endeavoring to 
identify what COC is ready to embrace as we move into 
our future.  Our work has focused on being in a Liminal 
Season.  Liminality refers to “a quality of ambiguity or disorientation that occurs during transition, 
when a group of people are in between something that has ended and something else that is not 
yet ready to begin”(1).  Our church has evolved from its founding and has recently struggled to find 
its identity to know what God has prepared us for in our community.  There are both challenges and 
opportunities as we move forward.  

 

After much hard work and frank discussion, looking at data and the responses the congregation has 
provided through survey questions, there are some key takeaways from this task force’s work to 
date.  While the work is not complete, we are sharing some of our work thus far: 

 

The Soul of the Church is becoming clearer, but we need to  take time to listen to find it.  Who 
we are and where we derive our energy (excitement) emerges as we dive deep into why we 
do some of the things that we do.  While What we do is important, Why we do it helps to de-
fine our Soul.   

We identify more strongly as a Missional Church (that values outreach and being in service to 
others as led by the Holy Spirit) over a Traditional Church (that values tradition and denomi-
national structure).   

Spiritual Intensity is our congregation’s strong suit.  This can mean many things, but we look for 
the energy of where we hear God’s word and are able to grow in our faith.  Two of the many 
areas where we find this spiritual intensity is in our Relationships with each other and in Prayer.   

 

The team will continue to focus on our pathway forward.  The congregation will share in this process 
through engagement opportunities.  Pray for this process that COC will emerge strengthened for 
God’s work in our community.   

 

 From the book, How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where You’re Going, by Susan Beaumont. 



We have had a great response to the reopening on Sunday 
mornings. So great that we are near the number of people we 
can have in the sanctuary at the same time. So, if you would 
like to worship with us in person please contact Mollie in the of-
fice at 785-825-5170 in order to reserve your pew. Currently the 

guidelines are that we can have no more than 45 people in the sanctuary at the same time. Last 
Sunday we were at 39! If you are not comfortable joining us in person please check out the service 
live streamed on Facebook and YouTube. Our technology continues to improve each week! 

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS, SERVICE, WITNESS 
 

We took pledges to give of the above when we joined the Methodist Church.  How are we living to-
day into those pledges? 

 

PRAYERS:  Hopefully each of us have a time each day that we spend in prayer.  As you read this 
newsletter, find a moment of stillness and say The Lord’s Prayer.  We will be sharing more on prayer in 
the future as the R360 team has identified the importance of prayer in the vitality of our church.   

 

PRESENCE:  Celebrate that we are worshiping together.  Some of us are in the sanctuary, others are 
still distance worshipping, but we are present in whatever manner is most appropriate for each of us.  
Some are participating in a Zoom meeting (TLC), others have come back into the building (Prayer 
Shawl).  We Celebrate each of these opportunities for strengthening Relationships with each other.   
Relationships are vital to the life of our church.  They start by being present.   Wherever two or more 
are gathered in His name….we rejoice. 

 

GIFTS:  We continue to see the faithfulness of giving through your financial contributions.  While giv-
ing is down from prior years, we are thankful for your faithfulness in this area, especially in these un-
certain times.  But gifts encompass more than just financial gifts.  Personal talents continue to be 
shared through worship, craftsmanship, technology and many other ways throughout the church.  
Are you using the gifts God has given to you? 

 

SERVICE:  Service takes many forms whether it be in service within the church or in service to others 
outside of our walls.   The service within the church certainly helps the operations of the church.  Ex-
amples of service that have been active during this pandemic include the Worship participants, 
R360 Team, Leadership Council and our lawn mowing teams.  But our church has also continued to 
be in mission with others including support of the 12 Step program and Embrace Grace/Life and of 
course Angel Academy.    

 

WITNESS:  With the stresses of social distancing and the new requirements of performing our daily re-
sponsibilities, have you found a way to offer the hope and peace of Jesus with someone?  There’s a 
greater likelihood that someone needs those encouraging words of love and peace.  Jesus has us.  
Share the good news! 



SANCTUARY TECHNOLOGY 
UPDATE PROJECT 
The physical part of the technology  
upgrade project in the sanctuary is com-
pleted.  We are still working on tweaking 
the software to provide an exceptional 
on-line worship experience, but rest as-
sured we are getting closer.  Thanks to the 
funds from two Memorial Funds, this pro-
ject was possible:  Pamela Swindler and 
Aully Holst.  The families of these dear 
people embraced the vision for the future 
of our church in a new manner and we 
are grateful for their support. 

 

Also, thank you to Michael Lamia for his 
expertise in designing the technology for 
the system.  And thanks to Josh and Kamber Sanneman for their design and craftsmanship in build-
ing the platform.  Many hours were donated by these special people to make this change a reality.  
Be sure to thank them for their service. 

Angel Academy 
 

October will bring lots of discussion of fall and the splendor of our God!  Be 
sure to check out all of our awesome fall art projects lining the hallways!   

We will have conferences at the end of the month.  Please pray for all of the families as we continue 
to share the love of Jesus with them and their kiddos. 

Our new COVID procedures are starting to feel a little more normal. We are switching out toys be-
tween morning and afternoon classes and at the end of the day for afternoon class into Tuesday 
class so it is absolutely like an assembly line in the kitchen making sure that everything is sanitized 
and safe. 

We are also having parents drop off in the parking lot at 8:45-8:55 Monday-Friday pickup 11:45-11:55 
and drop off 12:45-12:55 Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 3:45-3:55 Monday, Wednesday, Friday.  
We do use up the entirety of all of the parking lots.  It is quite a sight to see. 

- Layla 



WANT TO SERVE? 
 

Would you like to serve, but not sure where you are needed?  You know where your talents lie, but 
we may not know it.  Help us give you a new opportunity.  Opportunities exist as a one-time partici-
pant, on a schedule, or as needed.  We will be sharing opportunities in new and exciting ways, but 
why wait?  Volunteer with Mollie.  She will be delighted.  Training will be given and lots of apprecia-
tion will be showered upon you!  Here are a few of ideas: 

 

WORSHIP-In an effort to have vibrant worship, it starts with each of us.  Your service may be live, in 
person (L), or socially distanced (SD).  What is right for you?  Here are some needs:  Liturgists (L, SD), 
Usher (L), Children’s Message (L, SD), Musician (L), Technology (L).  

 

BANNER UP-We have multiple banners that are available for use through out the church year.  
Would you be willing to Lower and Raise the Banners?  This will take 2 people to do, so find a team-
mate and step up!  Banners can be changed for the different seasons – both Calendar and Church 
seasons!  Pat or Robin will show you the ropes and let you create your own schedule. 

 

TRUSTEES-There are on-going maintenance issues that need attention.  For small repairs, we always 
assess whether we have the abilities to address ourselves, or if it will require calling in a professional.  
Do you have the talent of assessing issues?  Would you be willing to provide your talent as needed, 
when you are available and on your time schedule?  Please let Pat know. 

 

CHILDREN-We need leadership to create Children’s Programming with energy.  Do you have a de-
sire to help give birth to a new ministry with the help of loving and caring parents?   

 

CARD WRITING-Would you be willing to write a card to those in our congregation that have a cele-
bration or are in need of encouragement or get well wishes? Mollie has postcards and can mail the 
postcards you write. 

 

ANGEL ACADEMY-The Angel Academy would love to have you take time with the kiddos.  With 
changing COVID conditions, the needs of this ministry look different this year, but touching these 
precious young children and helping them to know God has not changed.  Ask Layla how you may 
be of service.   

 

SYCAMORE TREE-Be sure to check out the Sycamore Tree bulletin board at the back of the sanctu-
ary for more ideas on where you can serve.  As your group has opportunities, be sure to post them 
on the board!  Keep everyone informed!   

 

DON’T PROCRASTINATE!  Although these are not One Time Offers, you can make a difference in 
bringing new energy to our church!  We want to help you to use your gifts for the glory of God! 
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If you would like to give online please visit www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving 
to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary August 31, 2020 
     

  2020 2019 

  August  
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     15,591   $  126,199   $  154,667   $   153,633  
 Angel Academy Income           6,768      109,647      127,000        108,490  
 Other Income (Expense)             809          7,386          9,247           8,660  

Total Income        23,168      243,232      290,914        270,783  
         
Expenditures        

Ministerial & Staff        11,825      101,282      113,472        119,505  
Operating & Education             816          7,799        13,550         10,409  
Buildings & Grounds          3,793        33,250        39,733         33,722  
Conference Missions & Ministry               25          1,742          4,640           1,434  
 Angel Academy Expense           6,768      109,647      127,000        108,490  
 Unbudgeted Expenses /(PPP Loan)                 10       (37,425)                 -    
                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        23,237      216,295      298,395        273,560  
         
Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $          (69)  $   26,937   $    (7,481)  $     (2,777) 
         

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $44,603      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $135,014      
 Memorial Funds    $18,865      
 Trustee Building Fund    $9,577      

 Total Cash & Investments     $  208,059      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

Pack 4 Cub Scouts, sponsored by Church of the 
Cross, is having its annual Popcorn Sales. Due to 
Covid-19 we have to modify our normal sales  
procedures.  

We will have Pack 4 representatives available for 
sales at the Communion pick-up on Saturday,  
October 3 at the church shelter house. 

If this does not work for you please contact Bruce Fast at 785-822-1983 (cell) or 785-825-0068  about 
getting a Pack 4 representative to contact you about sales. 

Thank you for your continued support of Pack 4 Cub Scouts. 


