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Welcome New Song Leader 
 
My name is Tara Baxter. I am just 
returning back to the Salina area after 
living a year in California. I have felt 
called to music from a young age and 
have been helping lead worship for 10+ 
years in various capacities. 
  
In my free time I like to do anything 
artsy or crafty and work with my hands. 
I am drawn to mandala-like artwork and 
often incorporate this style into my 
paintings and wood burnings. One day I 
would love to publish a book with my 
original poetry  
and artwork. 
 
I have 2 cats and 
2 dogs. Ask me  
about them and  
I'll show you all  
the pictures! 

 

 
Sunday, December 4 is National 
Cookie Day and what better way to 
celebrate than to have a cookie 
exchange! All you have to do is bring at 
least 2 dozen of your favorite cookies to 
the church on Sunday, December 4 at 
3pm. Bring a container and pick a few 
of each cookie brought and make up 
your own mix to take home with you. 
 
This is a great way to have a variety  
of cookies to give to neighbors or to 
take to a holiday party. Of course  
you can always keep them and eat 
them yourself! 

The next issue of The 
Message will be out in 

December. Please 
have all articles to the 

church office by 
November 25.  

 
Would you like to 

receive The Message 
by email? Email Mollie 
at mollie.purcell@coc-

salina.org 

Advent Bell Choir 
 
Do you know how to read music? Do 
you like meeting new people? Do you 
want to play the bells? 
 
If you answered yes to the questions 
above you need to contact Pat Mills by 
November 15th to take part in an inter-
district bell choir during Advent! 
Practice will be once a week.   
 

How can we pray for you? 
 
Send your prayer requests the  
following ways: 
 

 Call or text Pastor Libby at  
785-564-1977 
 

 Email Pastor Libby  at 
pastorlibbyoberdorf@gmail.com 

 
 

 Email the church office at 
mollie.purcell@coc-salina.org 
 

 Call the church office at  
785-825-5170 
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MEMBERS:
Unnamed Prayer, The Fast Family, 
Roberta Blakeley
 
FAMILY:
Bobbie Brockway
 
FRIENDS:
Family of Shirley Robertson
Lucas Nutter
Don and Sharon (Judy Beck’s parents)
Family of Steve Sondegard (Larry 
Beck’s cousin)
 
ARMED FORCES:
We pray for those who are serving in 
the armed forces and for their families. 
 
LOCAL COMMUNITY:
We pray for our schools, students, and 
staff. 
 
OUR WORLD COMMUNITY:
We pray for those who are i
and their families, for peace of God to 
rule in the hearts of our local and 
national leaders.
 
*Names are included on the prayer list for 
one month. If the prayer request needs to 
be on the list for multiple months, please 
contact the church of
prayer request please fill out a form in the 
pew at church or call the church office.
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A Word from
 
Friends,
 

We have spent a lot of time focusing on Neighb
few months. I appreciate your willingness to share of yourselves in 
conversations as we got to know one another better. We ended up 
with a very visual reminder of the gives and connection we have. 
One gift I have received from this co
and laughter pouring out from faithful people who cherish one another. I don’t know the 
number of times my heart has been overflowing with your grace in difficult times and in 
times of exciting new adventures.
 

Though the fo
talk about neighboring and reaching out to our neighbors to build relationships. I look 
forward to others who will get to know your faithfulness and grace as we too learn 
about fait
As we continue to reach out, we are planning a visit to Aliento De Vida on Sunday, 
November 13, at noon. If you want to stay after worship and visit and have a snack for 
a bit, th
Vida. 
 

As we have seen with our first week of reflecting on the work of the saints in worship 
that they dreamed and worked this church into existence through their generous gifts
resources and talents. They faced failure and hardship and kept at developing their 
ministry. They too understood we need to be free to fail or we remain where we are. 
 

Sometimes we think our work is done, yet God remains and invites us to live the li
the dream, God has for us. During this stewardship season where we talk about our 
gifts and resources our focus is on where God is at work in us that moves us to share 
out of gratitude and to give thanks for all God has provided for us as we care for t
resources we have received. We turn inward to focus on God and to allow God to 
transform us. Through transformation we join with Jesus Christ whose end was a new 
beginning as he was transformed between the cross and the resurrection. What looked 
like fa
lead to eternal life. Our church name “Church of the Cross” reminds us we are never 
alone for we are always intersecting with God and Neighbor to discern our service in 
the wor
God can make the impossible possible. As we consider our stewardship, I invite you to 
join me in a journey of faith as we go forth to breath in the breath of the Holy Spirit who 
guides us to the completion of not only our dreams, but more importantly God’s 
dreams.
 

I’m excited about walking this journey with you and to see what God can do through 
faithfulness and fruitfulness.
 

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Libby
 

P.S. I can’t wait for 
possible for us.
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Community Volunteer 

 
When you share your love, time and experience, you 
have the power to help a child who needs you. As an 
AmeriCorp
model, a mentor and a friend. Serving at public and faith
based schools, early childhood development centers 
help children learn to read, provide one
and guide children at a critical time in t

If you're 55 or older and want to share your experience 
and compassion, you have what it takes to be an 
AmeriCorps Senior Foster Grandparent. AmeriCorps 
Senior Foster Grandparents serve between 15
per week. Income eligible volunteers 
a tax-free stipend. In addition, you'll receive pre
orientation through AmeriCorps Senior Foster 
Grandparents, training from the organization where you 
serve, and supplemental accident and liability insurance 
while on duty. Shar

AmeriCorps Senior Foster Grandparent program is 
available in Riley, Geary, Dickinson, Saline and 
McPherson Counties.
and communities need you now more than ever.

For more information email: 
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Church Conference will be held on November 20 at Church of 
the Cross. We will be host to the other churches in our network. 
To help celebrate this we are going to have lunch at 1pm. 
Everyone is w
our area. Church Conference will be short around 2pm. Then 
we will have Advent Workshop where not only will COC offer 
craft stations, but others from the network have been invited to 
as well. Top off the day wi
Come for all or for just some!

 

 
  

Church Conference will be held on November 20 at Church of 
the Cross. We will be host to the other churches in our network. 
To help celebrate this we are going to have lunch at 1pm. 
Everyone is welcome to come and socialize with others from 
our area. Church Conference will be short around 2pm. Then 
we will have Advent Workshop where not only will COC offer 
craft stations, but others from the network have been invited to 
as well. Top off the day wi
Come for all or for just some!

 
 

Church Conference will be held on November 20 at Church of 
the Cross. We will be host to the other churches in our network. 
To help celebrate this we are going to have lunch at 1pm. 

elcome to come and socialize with others from 
our area. Church Conference will be short around 2pm. Then 
we will have Advent Workshop where not only will COC offer 
craft stations, but others from the network have been invited to 
as well. Top off the day with Hanging of the Greens at 4pm. 
Come for all or for just some! 

  
 www.coc

Church Conference will be held on November 20 at Church of 
the Cross. We will be host to the other churches in our network. 
To help celebrate this we are going to have lunch at 1pm. 

elcome to come and socialize with others from 
our area. Church Conference will be short around 2pm. Then 
we will have Advent Workshop where not only will COC offer 
craft stations, but others from the network have been invited to 

th Hanging of the Greens at 4pm. 

www.coc-salina.org

 

Church Conference will be held on November 20 at Church of 
the Cross. We will be host to the other churches in our network. 
To help celebrate this we are going to have lunch at 1pm. 

elcome to come and socialize with others from 
our area. Church Conference will be short around 2pm. Then 
we will have Advent Workshop where not only will COC offer 
craft stations, but others from the network have been invited to 

th Hanging of the Greens at 4pm.  

salina.org 

3 

 

the Cross. We will be host to the other churches in our network. 

craft stations, but others from the network have been invited to 



   
  www.coc-salina.org 

4  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VANCO Giving Online 
 
VANCO makes giving to the church easy! Through your 
support and contributions, we can share the message of 
our faith to not only our congregation and the community, 
but to help support and create ministry that shares our love 
with everyone. 
 
There are two ways to use VANCO for e-giving: 
 

 Download the mobile app: Download Vanco Mobile 
either through the Apple Store or Google Play. 
Search Church of the Cross and find the one that 
is in Salina, KS and give. 
 

 Visit www.coc-salina.org and easily enter your 
donation through our website. 

 
If you have questions or need help, call the church  

(785-825-5170) and talk to either Mollie or Pat. 
 

 

 
Neighboring happens in many ways.  Below are five ways to get to know your neighbors and neighborhood.  Take time to 
visit your surroundings and share the love you have with them.  
 
1. Take a walk in the neighborhood, stop to have a conversation with anyone outside. 
2. Take a food item to a neighbor and thank them. 
3. Borrow something...cup of sugar maybe? 
4. Pick up trash around the neighborhood. 
5. Write a sweet note on a sticky note or card, and leave this on your neighbor’s door or car 
 
Udana 

Blessing Box 
 
The blessing box located in the  
shelter house south of the church 
is very frequently used. In the  
back of the narthex is a white  
cabinet for donations for the  
blessing box. When out shopping  
if each family picked up one or  
two items to go into the box it  
would help make sure people in  
our community do not go hungry.  
Donations can be left on the  
welcome center or put in the  
cabinet.  
 
 
 
Suggestions of items for the blessing box are:  

 Canned or bag tuna 
 Vienna sausages 
 Canned fruit 
 Peanut butter 
 Canned vegetables 
 Crackers 
 Grab and go snacks 
 Macaroni and cheese. 

 

 

We would like to thank the Church of the Cross family for all of the sympathy cards we received regarding    
the passing of Bruce’s mother, Elaine Fast, on October 25, 2022, in Colorado Springs. Although Elaine was 
98, the passing of one’s mother is never easy, whether expected or not. Thank you for all the kind 
thoughts, prayers, remembrances and wishes.  
Sincerely, Bruce Fast Family 
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 Sunday, November 20 
   9:00 AM     Adult Sunday School – Webster East Classroom 
 10:00 AM     In-Person and Online Worship 
   1:00 PM     Lunch 
   2:00 PM     Church Conference 
   2:45 PM     Advent Workshop 
   4:00 PM     Hanging of the Greens 
 
Monday, November 21 
  1:00 PM      Prayer Shawl Ministry – Courtyard Room 
  7:00 PM      AA Group 3 – Webster East Classroom 
 
Tuesday, November 22 
  6:30 PM      Scouts Pack 4 – Webster, Gym, East Classroom 
 
Wednesday, November 23 
10:00 AM    Chair Yoga – Webster Room 
  7:00 PM     AA Group 3 – Webster East Classroom 
 
Thursday, November 24 
  Thanksgiving 
  Webster Reserved – Mattison Thanksgiving 
 
Saturday, November 26 
  11:00 AM     Jewelry Making Class – Webster East Classroom 
   4:00 PM      Webster Reserved 
 
Sunday, November 27 
  9:00 AM      Adult Sunday School – Webster East Classroom 
 10:00 AM     In-Person and Online Worship 
 
Monday, November 28 
  1:00 PM      Prayer Shawl Ministry – Courtyard Room 
  7:00 PM      AA Group 3 – Webster East Classroom 
 
Tuesday, November 29 
  6:30 PM      Scouts Pack 4 – Webster, Gym, East Classroom 
 
Wednesday, November 30 
 10:00 AM    Chair Yoga - Webster Room 
  7:00 PM     AA Group 3 – Webster East Classroom 
 
November Birthdays 
 
November 1  
  Chris Davis 
  Greg Franklin 
November 3 
  Virginia Bennett 
November 5 
  Ermalea Mason 
November 6 
  Stephen Patrick 
November 8 
  Caroline Burrows 
November 21 
  Mick Franklin 
November 26 
  Carolyn Wright 
November 27 
  Kay Gibson 
November 30 
  Camisha Stevenson 

Tuesday, November 1 
  1:00 PM     Clergy Meeting 
  6:30 PM     Scouts Pack 4 – Webster, Gym, East Classroom 
 
Wednesday, November 2 
   7:00 PM     AA Group 3 – Webster East Classroom 
   
Thursday, November 3 
 10:00 AM     TLC – Webster Room 
 6:00 PM       Gym Reserved 
 
Sunday, November 6 
  9:00 AM      Adult Sunday School – Webster East Classroom 
 10:00 AM     In-Person and Online Worship 
 
Monday, November 7 
  1:00 PM      Prayer Shawl Ministry – Courtyard Room 
  7:00 PM      AA Group 3 – Webster East Classroom 
 
Tuesday, November 8 
  7:00 AM      Polling Location - Narthex 
  1:30 PM      United Women in Faith – Webster East Classroom 
  6:30 PM      Scouts Pack 4 – Webster, Gym, East Classroom 
 
Wednesday, November 9 
10:00 AM    Chair Yoga – Webster Room 
  7:00 PM     AA Group 3 – Webster East Classroom 
 
Thursday, November 10 
10:00 AM     TLC – Webster Room 
 6:00 PM       Gym Reserved 
 
Friday, November 11 
Veterans Day 
 
Saturday, November 12 
 12:00 PM     Escape Room – Webster Room 
 
Sunday, November 13 
   9:00 AM     Adult Sunday School – Webster East Classroom 
 10:00 AM     In-Person and Online Worship 
 12:00 PM     Visit Aliento De Vida Church 
 
Monday, November 14 
  1:00 PM      Prayer Shawl Ministry – Courtyard Room 
  7:00 PM      AA Group 3 – Webster East Classroom 
 
Tuesday, November 15 
  6:30 PM      Scouts Pack 4 – Webster, Gym, East Classroom 
 
Wednesday, November 16 
10:00 AM    Chair Yoga – Webster Room 
  7:00 PM      AA Group 3 – Webster Classrooms 
 
Thursday, November 17 
 10:00 AM     TLC – Webster Room 
  6:00 PM      Gym Reserved 
 

NOVEMBER AT COC 



 

 

 
 

Gifts of Service
 
We are looking for people who can serve during Sunday 
worship.
 
We are looking for:

 
 
 

Contact the church office if you would be willing to help in any 
of these positions.

Advent Worship Series

The angels that appear in the story of Jesus’ birth 
would have been very comfortable in our world of 
tweets and hashtags. Their messages were often 
short and to the point 
#DoNotBeAfraid. As we look at the stories of 
these winged messengers to Zechariah, Mary, 
Joseph, and the Shepherd
them, we will contemplate what messages we can 
offer in our culture of fear and bring #morehope, 
#morepeace, #morejoy, and #morelove to the 
world.
 
If you would like to join the book study
email Mollie or sign up at the Wel
Nov. 18
people who are interested. It would be a lot of fun 
to have us go deeper together in this study of 
angels. 
 
Advent Wk. 1 

 
Advent Wk. 2
 
 
Advent Wk. 3

 
Advent Wk. 4 

 
Christmas Eve 
 
Christmas Day 
 

 

 

s of Service

We are looking for people who can serve during Sunday 
worship. 

We are looking for: 
 Liturgist 
 Communion Help
 Media Booth Help (this is way easier than you think 

it is. Complete training is provided, and you will not 
just be left on your own.)
 

Contact the church office if you would be willing to help in any 
of these positions. 

Angels Among Us
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“The Angels of Christmas”
The angels that appear in the story of Jesus’ birth 
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short and to the point 
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these winged messengers to Zechariah, Mary, 
Joseph, and the Shepherd
them, we will contemplate what messages we can 
offer in our culture of fear and bring #morehope, 
#morepeace, #morejoy, and #morelove to the 
world. 

If you would like to join the book study
email Mollie or sign up at the Wel
Nov. 18. We will choose the best date(s) for the 
people who are interested. It would be a lot of fun 
to have us go deeper together in this study of 
angels.  

Advent Wk. 1 – Nov. 27 
Standing in the Presence: Gabriel 
and Zechariah

Advent Wk. 2- Dec. 4 
 Let it Be: Gabriel and Mary

Advent Wk. 3- Dec. 11 
Acting on the Unbelievable: An Angel of 
the Lord and Joseph

Advent Wk. 4 – Dec. 18 
Hark the Herald Angels Sing: The Ang
and the Shepherds

Christmas Eve – 

Christmas Day – 
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these winged messengers to Zechariah, Mary, 
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#morepeace, #morejoy, and #morelove to the 

If you would like to join the book study
email Mollie or sign up at the Wel

. We will choose the best date(s) for the 
people who are interested. It would be a lot of fun 
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Dec. 4 - 1 Luke 1:26
Let it Be: Gabriel and Mary
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Acting on the Unbelievable: An Angel of 
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Dec. 18 - Luke 2: 1
Hark the Herald Angels Sing: The Ang
and the Shepherds 
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Support Church of
When you shop at Dillons and have signed up for the free 
community rewards a certain amount of each shopping trip is 
donated to Church of the Cross. Signing up is easy, visit 
www.dillons.com/communityrewards
 
The church information is Church of the Cross Untd Methodist 
and our organization number is XI722. If you need help visit the 
church office with your Dillons Plus card and we can help!

Weather Closing Information
 
We are getting closer to snowy season! Some of you are excited 
and others not so much. We have three ways for you to find out if 
in-person ch
 

 Email 
for this purpose

 Text 
church is not going to meet in person let the office know

 Facebook 
Facebook page to see if a cancellation has been put 
out. You can also message the church Facebook page 
and ask. This is the easiest way to contact us on a 
Sunday morning.

 
If you don’t feel comfortable getting out in the weather, you can 
always join us online through our Facebook page or through 
YouTube. If in
to see the service on Facebook.
 

 
  

Support Church of the Cross by simply shopping at Dillons. 
When you shop at Dillons and have signed up for the free 
community rewards a certain amount of each shopping trip is 
donated to Church of the Cross. Signing up is easy, visit 
www.dillons.com/communityrewards

The church information is Church of the Cross Untd Methodist 
and our organization number is XI722. If you need help visit the 
church office with your Dillons Plus card and we can help!

Weather Closing Information

We are getting closer to snowy season! Some of you are excited 
and others not so much. We have three ways for you to find out if 

person church has been cancelled due to weather.

Email – It is important that we have your updated email 
for this purpose
Text – If you would like to receive a text message if 
church is not going to meet in person let the office know
Facebook – Check out the Churc
Facebook page to see if a cancellation has been put 
out. You can also message the church Facebook page 
and ask. This is the easiest way to contact us on a 
Sunday morning.

If you don’t feel comfortable getting out in the weather, you can 
ays join us online through our Facebook page or through 

YouTube. If in-person worship is cancelled, you will only be able 
to see the service on Facebook.
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  Where have you seen God? 
Share your photos of where you have seen God. To submit your photos please email 

them to Mollie at Mollie.purcell@coc-salina.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Thank you to all who 
donated money and 
candy to help make 

Trunk or Treat a 
success again this year! 
Thank you to the Cates’ 
Family for great Chicken 

and Noodles! 



   
  www.coc-salina.org 

8  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church office hours: 
Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 
Church of the Cross 

In-Person and Online Sunday Worship – 10:00 AM 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor Libby Oberdorf 

pastorlibbyoberdorf@gmail.com 
785-564-1977 

 
Mollie Purcell, Administrative Assistant 

Mollie.purcell@coc-salina.org 
785-825-5170 

 
Pat Mills, Accountant 

accountant@coc-salina.org 
785-833-6618 

 
Udana Areco, Outreach Coordinator 

Udana.arceo@coc-salina.org 
785-833-6619 

 
Judy Beck, Lay Leader 
lkbeckfam@gmail.com 

785-452-5384 
 

Dave Musil, Custodian 

 


