
November 2021 
785-825-5170 

Friends, 

I want to thank you for waiting for our newsletter this month. It was delayed so I would 
have time to share with you in my musings, ponderings, and reflections here. My delay is 
because my mother’s health conditioned changed and she is now preparing to meet her 
savior Jesus Christ in person and to receive complete healing from the many struggles she 
has had, especially in the last several months. I know many people are praying for her for 
which I’m incredibly grateful. I’m also grateful for the many folks who are supporting me 
and who have offered to help me in this time. Each call, text, or act of caring reminds me 
what it means to be a community of faith that walks the journey of discipleship together. 
Most often our deepest connections are made in the most trying of times for us. 

Later this month we will begin our Advent series “I Believe Even When. . .” a series that 
encourages us to fill the night or dark times with music and light. Ironically while I’m writing 
this a song is playing on the Dot in mom’s room about our broken world being cradled by 
our Savior. Our Savior who cradles us as we become more deeply committed disciples of 
Jesus Christ in a way that fits with who we are as the Church of the Cross. Sometimes we 
want to be like other churches, but God has given us what we need to be who we are 
meant to be in this place and time. I’m so grateful to be with you in this season and pray for 
discernment of what  

During our Selah: Pause and Ponder series we have encouraged one another to 
pause and listen for God. To enter the silence and listen to God’s desire for us. Knowing that 
by listening we can have a clearer vision of what it means to be deeply committed disciples 
who are knowing, loving, and serving God, individually and as a church family in this 
season. God has blessed us with a plethora of diverse gifts to help us to become more 
deeply committed and to share our discipleship with others. We have gifts of creativity, 
design, crocheting, music, mathematics, leadership, mechanics, administration, humor and 
too many more to name. I have been in awe and blessed by the variety of gifts our church 
family has shared since I have been here as well as the gifts given over time to build and 
sustain our church family and ministries.  

As the Selah series winds down, I hope you will be inspired to make a commitment to 
live more fully into your membership vows of prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. 
This my friends I know is what God intends for us as we continue to live into the ministries that 
will help us to make disciples in our community as we grow in relationship with our neighbors.  

      Gratefully serving in love, 
      Pastor Libby  



Our Advent series, I Believe Even When… Fill the Night with Music and Light, will begin on 
Sunday, November 28. As part of this series will Advent materials that will be available for 
pickup or drop off. More information about that will be released via email. 

 
Week 1 - Sunday, November 28  
"I Believe in the Sun: Hope for Tomorrow” (Mark 1: 1-15 and Isaiah 40: 1-11)  

Week 2 - Sunday, December 5 
“I Believe in Love: Daring Right Relationship” (Mathew 1: 23 and Isaiah 7: 14) 

Week 3 - Sunday, December 12 
“I Believe in God: Ode to Joy” (Luke 1: 52 and Isaiah 57: 15b)  

Week 4 - Sunday, December  19  
“I Believe in the Light: Illuminating Peace” (John 1: 3-4 and Isaiah 9: 6)  

Christmas Eve - December 24 
“We Believe, Even Now” (Luke 2: 13-14 and Isaiah 52: 7)  

After Christmas - December - 26 
Sunday After Christmas “Believe This: The Time has Come” (Luke 2: 31-32 and Isaiah 62: 1)  



Test Email  
On Friday, November 5 no later than 1pm we will send out a test email to everyone on our 
Church of the Cross email list. If you DO NOT get this email please contact the church  
office to ensure we have your proper email address. Email is used to communicate church 
cancellations due to inclement weather and other important church information. 

Hanging of the Greens 
The season of Advent will be here before we know it! 
Join us on Sunday, November 21st after church to  
decorate for Christmas. There are jobs for every age 
and ability. If you would like to bring a sack lunch to 
eat with your fellow decorators that would be great.  

UMW 
UMW will meet on Tuesday, November 9 at 1:30pm. Please bring your own drink and your 
thanks offering box. It will be wonderful to meet once again. If you have any questions 
please contact Joann Klein.  



CHARGE CONFERENCE 
Our Annual Charge Conference will be November 21 at 4pm at Abilene First United 
Methodist Church in Abilene, KS.  Be sure to mark your calendars and take the opportunity 
to meet our new District Superintendent, Karen Ratzlaff. 

Financial Reports 

You may notice the financial information is missing from this month’s newsletter. In order  
for the newsletter to go out in a timely manner and the financial information to be the  
most up-to-date we ask if you would like to receive the financial information to please 
email accountant@coc-salina.org and request to be on the email list for the monthly 
financial update. If you do not have email you are welcome to contact the church office 
for a copy.  

If you would like to give online please visit www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving 
to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 

December Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the December newsletter is Monday, December 22. Please make sure 
anything you have for the newsletter is submitted to the church office by 9:30am on 
December 22. 

Card Shower  
Ermalea Mason, turns 90 on Nov. 5th. Her family 
would like to shower her with cards!  
 
Mail your card to: 

Ermalea Mason 
715 N. 9th St. #114  
Salina, KS 67401  

A belated birthday celebration will take place 
December 12th. Information on that event is to 
the right. 



Our Church Directory is Online! 
View our church directory online or via the 

To view the directory online, go to mem-
bers.InstantChurchDirectory.com and follow the prompts un-
der “Sign In” to “Create a login now.” Please remember, you 
must confirm your email address before you can sign in.  

 
There is also a free mobile app available for download at the Apple® 
App store in iTunes®, Google Play™ store and the Amazon Fire App Store. 
Simply search for “Instant Church Directory” to get the download.  
 
You will need to use your email address as listed in our directory to create 
a log-in the first me you use the directory online and via the mobile app. 
 

Need help or have questions?    
Please contact: The Church Office  

Our Church Directory is powered by Instant Church Directory. 



Trunk or Treat was so much fun and a HUGE 
success! We estimate over 500 kids went 

through in the two hours. Keith Bennett won 
the award for best touchless candy delivery 
system and Mollie & Ben Purcell won for best 
trunk. A big thank you to our candy rescuers 

who went and purchased more candy 
when our trunks ran out due to the amazing 

turnout! Thank you Jim Cates, Sara Gault, 
and Crystal Locklear! 
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VANCO GIVING ONLINE  
We have had great response to our online eGiving platform through Vanco.  Thank you for 
your support. Through your contributions, we’re able to share the message of our faith to our 
congregation and the larger community, giving people the strength and compassion 
needed to make it through difficult times such as these. 

 

Vanco provides tools to make giving simple even when you’re unable to attend church. 
Their eGiving is safe and secure, and it allows you to designate your contribution to the 
church funds you’re most passionate about.   

 

eGiving lets you set up one-time or recurring giving through... 

 Mobile app – Download the GivePlus Mobile App on the App Store or on Google Play, 
enter the zip code for our church [67401] and give. 

 www.coc-salina.org  – Easily enter your donation from our website. 

 
You can contact Mollie or Pat at 785.825.5170 so we can give you more information or help 
you get set up. Thank you again for supporting Church of the Cross and the community 
we’ve all worked so hard to nurture. 



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

COC Sta f f  
 

Pastor  L ibby Oberdor f  -  Pastor  
Of f ice Hours  Monday 9am -1pm 

Tuesday 9am -  1pm 
pastor l ibbyoberdor f@gmai l .com  

785-564-1977  

Mol l ie  Purcel l  -  Admini s t rat ive Ass i s tant  
 Of f ice Hours  Monday -  F r iday 9am -  1pm 

mol l ie .purcel l@coc -sa l ina.org  
785-825-5170  

Pat  Mi l l s  -  Leadersh ip Counci l  Chai r  
pmi l l s2222@cox.net  

785-819-4454  

Judy Beck -  Lay  Leader  
l kbeckfam@gmai l .com  

785-452-5384  


