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Friends,  

This month I find myself remembering. Some are memories that flood my mind and some that are 
just reminders of how quickly the world can change when we forget Jesus. As many of you know I 
went to a continuing education event in Dallas. I stayed in an area of the city that is called Lower 
Greenville. It is a nice older part of town with many beautiful homes that are made from various 
types of stone. Lots of people were out walking, running, and riding their bikes and it reminded me 
of our neighborhood as a kid, except our homes were all ranch style and the streets were wider.  

A block or so away from where I stayed was a two-block area that was filled with unique eating 
places and bars, all with lots of outside seating. There were cars cruising up and down the street 
and it took me back to my college years and soon after when I spent time in Aggieville in 
Manhattan. The memories of so many friends I shared life within that time came flooding to the 
surface and I found myself remembering a very adventurous time in my life. This time I only indulged 
in sliders, waffle fries and an amazing ice cream cone because, well I’m older and I was there to 
study, and I would have a long drive home the next day.  

While we were tickling our tastebuds with delectable ice cream, we remembered we were going to 
go to the J.F. Kennedy Memorial Plaza, and we needed to go quickly before it got too dark. I was 
only three years old when Kennedy was assassinated but it was always close to my mind when 
more assassinations occurred while I was in grade school; Malcom X (1965), and Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and Robert Kennedy in 1968. Right before I turned 10 years old on May 4, 1970, peaceful 
protesters were gunned down at Kent State University as National Guard members killed four 
students and wounded nine in thirteen seconds. As I thought about the deaths of these innocent 
people who had sacrificed so much to help us understand justice, mercy, and peace.  

As these memories flood my mind I am drawn to memories of Jesus. Jesus who came to heal and 
lead the world in a new direction focused on compassion, justice, mercy, and peace so we would 
know God’s love for us and all the world. The lesson Jesus taught throughout his life, even to his last 
night on earth as he washed the disciple’s feet and then broke bread with them, including those 
who would betray and deny him. He tells them, “remember me,” knowing he would be 
assassinated the next day. Remembering Jesus is not nostalgic memories, but remembering he had 
the last word as he defeated sin and death for us. His resurrection is a sign of hope beyond hope, 
which moves us from discernment to action as the Holy Spirit guides us and keeps us moving to live 
fully in Christ Jesus bringing healing and hope to an embattled world.  

-Pastor Libby  



NAMI Walks in Kansas, 
Nebraska set for May 21 

 

Na onal Alliance on Mental Illness Walks are scheduled for Saturday, May 21. 

NAMI Walks are all about building awareness, ending s gma, and helping NAMI offer educa onal and sup-
port programs across the state. 

To learn more and to sign up for the Kansas NAMI Walk: h ps://namikansas.org/ 

Help Needed - Giveaway/Sale 

June 3rd and 4th Church of the Cross will be hosting a giveaway/sale of items from Angel Academy 
that the new daycare does not need. Volunteers are needed to help sort through and organize the 
sale and to work during the sale to answer questions and help out. If you are interested in helping 
call the church office and once more information is known we will pass it on.  

Angel Child Care Center 

Beginning June 1st the YMCA will be operating two rooms of daycare at Church of the Cross. We 
expect by the beginning of the school year staff will be hired and all rooms will be filled. This project 
has been in the works for many months. A great big thank you to Pat Mills for all of her work on this 
project.  

Through A Visitors Eyes  

Leadership Team met April 13 and started off their meeting by walking through the church and 
viewing it through a visitors eyes. Many great ideas came from this exercise. You will notice that a 
few have already been put into place. The outside doors have been labeled to let you know what 
they are closest to. The hanging signs in the hallways have been taken down and repurposed into 
signs that now hang on the walls at eye level. Look for more visitor friendly improvements over the 
next few months. 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to all our children, youth, and young adults who are completing another school 
year! Some of you will be moving to a new school or going out into the workforce and we celebrate 
with you all your success and pray for a future that is filled with dreams come true. We love You! 



COC! 

Church of the Cross Untd Methodist  
Organization # - XI722 

Changing your settings to receive our newsletter in your inbox instead of your promotions. 

If you see a message in your promotions tab that you want in your inbox, all you have to do 
is drag and drop it into the other tab. This means that you go to the newsletter message in 
your promotion file, right click on the small box to highlight the message and then drag it 
over to hover above your inbox tab and release the right click.  

After you move a message to a different tab, your inbox. You will receive a message that 
asks, “Do this for future messages from  XXXX @ yyy . zzzz ?” You reply, “yes” and the 
newsletter will always come to your inbox. Let us know if you have questions and we will try 
to walk you through it. 



Ministry in Action 

What a fantastic church we have! Lots of people stepped up to help with the Easter Egg 
hunt a great success. We have a swarm, or at least it looked like one, of children gather to 
collect over 1,000 Easter Eggs at our hunt. Sara Gault gathered up supplies and set things 
up with the help of Karen Cooksey so that our TLC fellowship could help fill the eggs. Then 
on the day of the hunt we had several folks who came and put out the eggs in areas for 
various ages of kids so we were ready to let the kids loose to find them. 
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VANCO GIVING ONLINE  
We have had great response to our online eGiving platform through Vanco.  Thank you for 
your support. Through your contributions, we’re able to share the message of our faith to our 
congregation and the larger community, giving people the strength and compassion 
needed to make it through difficult times such as these. 

 

Vanco provides tools to make giving simple even when you’re unable to attend church. 
Their eGiving is safe and secure, and it allows you to designate your contribution to the 
church funds you’re most passionate about.   

 

eGiving lets you set up one-time or recurring giving through... 

 Mobile app – Download the GivePlus Mobile App on the App Store or on Google Play, 
enter the zip code for our church [67401] and give. 

 www.coc-salina.org  – Easily enter your donation from our website. 

 
You can contact Mollie or Pat at 785.825.5170 so we can give you more information or help 
you get set up. Thank you again for supporting Church of the Cross and the community 
we’ve all worked so hard to nurture. 

We need your gifts! 
Friends, we are looking for folks who 
can help us with Sunday worship.  

Come and hang out with some cool 
folks and help run the Camera, 
PowerPoint, and Sound Board. We 
will train you and you will help others 
to have a break once and awhile. 

The band is also looking for some 
folks who can play the drums and 
keyboard to offer more flexibility for 
members too! 

Blessing Box Needs 

Canned Fruit  

Peanut Butter 

Canned Vegetables 

Bread or Crackers 

June Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the June newsletter is Monday, May 23. 
Please make sure anything you have for the newsletter is 
submitted to the church office by 9:30am on April 25. 

Leadership Team updates 

Our Leadership Team approved funds for a well by 
the playground area to have water available for 
the community garden that is underway. 

We discussed putting in an ADA accessible/ Family 
bathroom to create more welcoming restrooms for 
those with additional needs. We will also put in a 
laundry area for the YMCA. 

We also voted to create a new staff position of an 
Outreach Director who will help us connect with 
the community as well as to have oversight over 
our various outreach ministries. The Staff Pastor 
Parish will meet next week to discuss next steps and 
to begin promoting the position to get the right 
person in place to help us move forward. 



What happens when a new denomination launches? 

Excerpts of Heather Hahns April 28, 2022 article| UM News@ https://www.umnews.org/ 

Key Points: 
 The Global Methodist Church, a theologically conservative breakaway denomination, has set 

May 1 as its official start date.  
 However, it will take time for any potential separation from The United Methodist Church to take 

place. 
 Don’t expect The United Methodist Church to look much different come May 2. 

On and since May 1 when the Global Methodist Church (GMC) launched not much has change for 
the UMC and we don’t expect things in the  13-million member UMC to look much different for 
some time. The GMC is a theologically conservative breakaway denomination.  

Both United Methodist and Global Methodist leaders agree that any separations from The United 
Methodist Church will take time to sort out.  After all, Methodism’s founder John Wesley instructed: 
“Do not rashly tear asunder the sacred ties which unite you to any Christian society.” 

The United Methodist Church by design makes breaking up — and especially taking church 
property — hard to do. Because this is not the first time something like this has happened. Wesley 
himself established the forerunner of the United Methodist trust clause, which states that all church 
property is held in trust for the entire denomination. That means congregations can’t just leave and 
take church buildings with them.  

Here is a look at some frequently asked questions on where things stand. 

Wasn’t a separation plan already in the works?  

After decades of intensifying debate over same-sex marriage and gay ordination and a tumultuous 
special General Conference (the UMC’s top lawmaking assembly) in 2019, —faced multiple 
proposals to divide. However, none have yet received General Conference vote. Complications 
from the COVID-19 pandemic have led to three postponements of General Conference, from May 
2020 to now and through 2024. General Conference is the only body that can change our Book of 
Discipline the rules that guide how we are organized. 

What is happening now?  

After the third postponement, GMC organizers announced they were no longer waiting for General 
Conference to act and set their new traditionalist denomination’s launch date to May 1. However, 
the organizers are doing so without a formal separation plan since General Conference has not 
met.  

Clergy will only be allowed to serve in one denomination or the other. The Judicial Counsel will soon 
rule whether or not Annual Conferences can leave as a whole. 

The UM Book of Discipline commits the church “to supporting those rights and liberties for all 
persons, regardless of sexual orientation.” However, it also bans clergy from officiating at same-sex 
unions and prohibits the ordination of “self-avowed practicing” homosexuals. Those denominational 
bans have faced increasing defiance as countries including the U.S. have legalized same-sex 
marriage. Tensions reached a breaking point after the special 2019 General Conference, when a 
proposal to strengthened the church restrictions, passed by a 438-384 vote, hastening resistance 
and talk of a denominational split. For the most part, the people who want to eliminate The UMC’s 
bans are not those planning to leave the denomination.  

The Council of Bishops also has published a vision for an inclusive church. The United Methodist Book 
of Discipline is silent on the matter of intersex, transgender and non-binary people.  



Methodist History of Splits and Mergers 

From church beginnings in 1792 to today (without Holiness Movement). 

You can see splits are nothing new to our church and sometime we have 
come back together or joined other like minded denominations. 
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