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May 6th - National Day of Prayer 
The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance held on the first 
Thursday of May, inviting people of all faiths to pray for the nation. It 
was created in 1952 by a joint resolution of the United States Congress, 
and signed into law by President Harry S. Truman.  

May 9th- Mother’s Day 
The modern holiday of Mother’s Day was first celebrated in 1907, when 

Anna Jarvis held a memorial for her mother at St. Andrew’s Methodist 
Church in Grafton, West Virginia.  St. Andrew’s Methodist Church now 

holds the International Mother’s Day Shrine. 

May 13th - Ascension Day 
Ascension Day is traditionally celebrated the 40th day after Easter  
Sunday, that commemorates Jesus Christ’s ascension into heaven.  
Luke tells the story of Jesus’ ascension both at the end of his gospel 
(Luke 24:50-53) and the beginning of his writing about the early church 
(Acts 1:9-11). 

May 23rd - Pentecost Sunday 
Pentecost Sunday marks the day when the Holy Spirit descended upon the 

Apostles. Pentecost Sunday occurs 50 days after Easter and is recorded in 
Acts 2:1-13. Pentecost is also known as “the birthday of the church”. 

May 30th - Trinity Sunday 
Trinity Sunday is celebrated on the Sunday after Pentecost, reminding us of the 
three different ways we experience the one God whom we worship. We worship 
God the Creator; we worship Jesus who experienced the life of a human; and we 
worship the way that God works within us - the Holy Spirit.  

May 31st - Memorial Day 
Memorial Day is  a day to honor the men and women who died while 

serving in the U.S. military. Originally known as Decoration Day, it originat-
ed in the years following the Civil  War and became an official federal hol-

iday in 1971. Thank you to all who gave the ultimate sacrifice. 



WHAT SHOULD WE DO? 
As we enter into the month of May, we find ourselves in the last three weeks of the Christian 
season of  Eastertide—the fifty-day period following Holy Thursday that ends on Pentecost 
Sunday. Pentecost Sunday  marks not only the end of Eastertide but also the inauguration, 
or birth,  of the Church. That moment when  the Holy Spirit was visited on the believers gath-
ered together in Jerusalem, fifty days after Jesus was handed over to be crucified, during 
their time of pilgrimage to the Ḥag Shavuot Festival –a festival held fifty days after the Passo-
ver celebration. 

  This year we’ll celebrate Pentecost on May 23,and will hear Scripture passages that day 
from Luke’s, The Acts of the Apostles which describe this day when God’s Spirit was poured 
out on the believers gathered that day, leading to the unfolding of some mighty amazing 
responses and reactions among the people. 

As you’ll recall, it is at this moment in Jerusalem, that we find the formerly-shame-ridden Pe-
ter demonstrating God’s resurrecting power at work,  power made available to all through 
Jesus’s death and resurrection. We see this power at work as Peter confidently stands be-
fore this assembly explaining to them exactly what is happening, by saying: 

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at 
the right hand of God and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and hear.  For David did not ascend in-
to the heavens, but he himself says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, un-
til I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 

Therefore, let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him 
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”   

As Luke continues telling the story, he notes that the people gathered responded in an un-
surprising way: 

“Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 
apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’” 

Unbeknownst to you, on the last Sunday of April, as I preached a sermon entitled, We Can’t 
Do Nothing, the groundwork was being laid for the community conversation  we will be 
having beginning  on the first Sunday of this month, May 2, 2021. This conversation will con-
tinue until we feel that we have satisfactory answers to pertinent questions about the future 
of The United Methodist Church of the Cross. 

 In this conversation, we will be asking one another, “brothers and sisters, what should we 
do?” We will be seeking, as we ask these questions, clarity on what we communally feel the 
Holy Spirit leading this congregation into being and doing during this post-pandemic period; 
during  a period when many are  still reeling from the emotional hangover brough about by  
one of  country’s most vitriolic political eras.  

The question again is, “Brothers and sisters, what should we do?” May the Holy Spirit be visit-
ed upon each one of us as we wrestle with this vital question! All in the name of Jesus Christ 
and the almighty power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen! Pastor Loren 



Introducing Pastor Libby Oberdorf 
 

I am Pastor Libby Oberdorf, and I am looking forward 
to getting to know and love you as we collaborate in 
ministry to bring God’s love to our neighbors and the 
world. As you know I have been serving at Osage City 
and Reading UMC’s, which is my third appointment 
following other appointments in Kansas at Williams-
burg UMC and Wathena and Troy UMC’s. Previously, I 

lived 23 years in Manhattan, KS with my children, after Junior College in Concordia, KS and 
graduating High School in Colorado.  

I have two children, Charlie, and Tiffany. Charlie lives in Mound City, KS with his wife 
Vanessa and their five children, and numerous animals including: chicks, ducks, a pig, a 
couple of dogs, etc. My daughter Tiffany lives in Salina with her husband Sam and their two 
children along with their two dogs.  

A few years ago, I attended a retreat called “For Your Life” where we were encouraged to 
work on a personal mission statement. The statement I came up with for me is 
“Collaborating for growth, justice, peacemaking and missional service.” These are all the 
things I am passionate about because they each are related to the healing work of Jesus 
Christ for the world and I have learned they also align with the ministries of Church of the 
Cross.  

At about the same time, I was also encouraged by my coach to create a bucket list of 
things I would like to do for self-care that I had put off while raising my children and getting 
started in ministry. I enjoy learning new things and being active which is where I started on 
my list; I have been learning to play guitar, I have ridden a train, learned to kayak, I took a 
retreat with a long-time friend, and have found I really enjoy the Manitou Springs area of 
Colorado when I visited Garden of the Gods and the Royal Gorge. I have always been a 
bit adventurous, so I enjoy learning, bicycle riding, hiking, swimming, and playing different 
types of sports and cheering others on. I love to take adventures with my grandchildren, of-
ten to places I have never been before. My creative pursuits like drawing, painting, and a 
bit of writing are usually incorporated into my ministry.  

One of my favorite poems by Ted Loder is “Help Me Believe in Beginnings” which ends like 
this, “Help me to believe in beginnings, to make a beginning, to be a beginning, so that I 
may not just grow old, but grow new each day of this wild, amazing life you call me to live 
with the passion of Jesus Christ.” May it be so today and always! 



Summer Worship Changes 
As we move into the summer, we will change to one worship ser-
vice.  Beginning Sunday, May 30, 2021, live and on-line worship will 
be at 10:00 am.  It will be a mixture of traditional, contemporary, 
and everything in between.  The combined service will allow greater 
fellowship together with those attending the live worship and a bet-
ter use of our volunteer resources as we continue to strive to provide 
quality worship.  We think you will like it! 

Sunday School classes will available at 9:00 am 
for any group desiring to start back up.  However, 
due to the pause in these classes over the past year, it may be time to 
rethink how we do “school”.  Our restart does not need to be bound by 
the same days, times, classrooms or even the same groups of people.   
On the other hand, if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it!   What’s important to you?   

As we consider the importance of the fellowship enjoyed by those partic-
ipating in Sunday School and small groups in the past, and look to what 

will be meaningful moving forward and how to restart, we will be discussing how we can 
bring greater fellowship with Christ and each other together.  If you have thoughts and 
would like to be part of this discussion, please let Mollie know!   

BBQ Send Off 
With Pastor Loren’s last day in the pulpit, before his retirement, we 
would like to invite everyone to a Bar B Que in the Shelter House after 
worship where we can send him off with our best wishes.  We will pro-
vide hotdogs, chips, baked beans and brownies!  Please bring a lawn 
chair.  In the event of inclement weather, we will eat in the gym.  (The 
actual date is still being worked out as the transition details are a work 
in progress, so watch for announcements.) 

Lawn Crew At Work 
Be sure to thank your lawn crew for this year:  Marvin Cossaart, Steven 
Locklear, Dave and Pat Mills, Jim Raubenstine, Randy Rowe, and Josh 
Sanneman (and probably some of their family members too)!  Their ser-
vice is a tremendous help in keeping our grounds beautiful for all to enjoy. 

This Photo by Un-



Prayer Shawl Ministry is back at Church 
of the Cross! 
In January 2008 and continuing through March 
2020, when Covid shut down so many things, a 
group of knitters and crocheters, from several 
denominations, met weekly here in our church 
for making shawls, lap robes, hats, scarves, ba-
by blankets and even doggie jackets to bless 
the community with warmth and prayers of comfort. During this time, forty plus ladies and 
one amazing gentleman have shared in this fellowship and MANY, MANY items were given 
to those in need of special love. So after these many months apart, we ask for your prayers 
as we reorganize to continue this ministry and time of fellowship. We invite anyone interest-
ed to join the fun on Monday afternoons 1-3p. Blessings! 

Angel Academy Update: 
Wow!  I can hardly believe that we are talking about graduation.  
It seems like the year has flown by!  I want to thank everyone who 
made this year awesome!   I have had a wonderful, committed 
group of teachers this year:   Ms. Deann Newton, Ms. Sue Hern,  Ms. 
Lexy Peppers, Ms. Sharon Main,  Ms. Kate Murray and Ms. Joyce Drummond, and my out-
standing office assistant Ms. Robin Burr.  The amazing Angel Board this year included: Sylvia 
Rice (past chair), Kelly Rundell (chair),Sarah Fast (co-chair), Shirley Davis (member at large), 
and Nicole Taylor (parent rep).   We have been blessed beyond measure!    

We will be having graduation/completion programs outside this year.  The events will be on 
Tuesday the 13th, Monday the 17th Wednesday the 19th, and Thursday the 20th at 6 pm 
each evening.  We will be doing a hot dog picnic after each evening’s events; if anyone 
would like to help out, we would love to have as much Church of the Cross representation 
as possible. 

We had a great response to the garage and bake sale!  We raised about $2800.  Thank you 
to all who donated, helped, and shopped! 

Thank you to all who ate out at Chipotle on Tuesday!  We haven’t heard a total yet. 

This year has been really tough!!! The teachers have worked so hard!  We have been in 
school all year throughout the pandemic.  God has protected us and continued to grow 
this ministry.  We have trusted in His provision and He always proves faithful! 

Teacher appreciation week is May 3-7.  I would love it if you would drop them a word of en-
couragement! 



Name Tags 
With the arrival of Pastor Libby the name tags in the case on the 
back wall of the Narthex have been redone. There is a list in alpha-
betical order by last name. Each family has their own number and 
will find their name tags in the corresponding box. There are two 
types of name tag hardware for you to choose from, lanyards and 
clips. Please pick one and affix it to your name tag. After church 
put your name tag with the hardware still attached back into your numbered box. If you do 
not find your name on the list please let Mollie know so that she can make name tags for 
you or your family. We may know each other and we may learn Pastor Libby’s name real 
fast, but she has a lot of us to get to know!  

Amazing Kids of the UMC - Content from www.umc.org 
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If you would like to give online please visit www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving 
to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary March 31, 2021 
     

  2021 2020 

  March 
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     17,919   $   44,554   $   47,500   $     52,612  
 Angel Academy Income         12,594        42,410        37,500         48,048  
 Other Income (Expense)          1,143          3,029          2,875           2,836  

Total Income        31,656        89,993        87,875        103,496  
         

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff        10,785        33,657        36,212         39,916  
Operating & Education          1,405          4,181          4,600           3,373  
Buildings & Grounds          4,101        13,934        13,990         15,269  
Conference Missions & Ministry             195          1,380          1,900           1,482  
 Angel Academy Expense         12,594        42,410        37,500         48,048  

 Unbudgeted Expenses /(PPP Loan)         (11,793)      (24,955)            125                -    
                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        17,287        70,607        94,327        108,088  
         

Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $     14,369   $   19,386   $    (6,452)  $     (4,592) 
         

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $57,978      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $193,110      
 Memorial Funds    $19,013      

 Trustee Building Fund    $12,955      
 Total Cash & Investments     $  283,056      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

COC Sta f f  
 

Rev.  Lo ren Drummond - Pastor  
ld rummond@greatp la insumc.org  

Lay la Peppers -  Angel  Academy Di rector  
lay la.peppers@coc-sa l ina.org  

Ju l ie  R ichardson -  Accountant                                                                                                   
ju l ie . r ichardson@coc -sa l ina.o rg  

Mol l ie  Purcel l  -  Admini s t rat ive Ass i s tant  
mol l ie .purcel l@coc-sa l ina.org  
785-825-5170 or  785 -342-1867  

Pat  Mi l l s  -  Leadersh ip Counci l  Chai r  
pmi l l s2222@cox.net  

785-819-4454  

Judy Beck -  Lay  Leader  
l kbeckfam@gmai l .com  

785-452-5384  


