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Hello Church Family! 

I can’t believe another month has gone by already. January seems to move so slowly, and 
February was a blur. Months like February seem to move at the speed of light as things fall into life, 
often unexpected, sometimes difficult, and sometimes quite a blessing with little opportunity to 
experience them or process them. This month as change came to our world as war has broken out 
between Russia and the Ukraine and we see daily images of what war does to ordinary people like 
you and me. We can be overwhelmed with the pain and suffering of our brothers and sister who 
are in the midst of war. When rockets and bombs have been targeting cities, especially residential 
areas. I have never been in a war zone, but I have lived near “ranges” where they do drills. I know 
the sounds and the shaking that comes as munitions explode. The repercussions expand outward 
sometimes shaking the house so much that things fall off shelves.  The reverberations over time can 
get to be quite annoying especially if they are doing night drills. I can’t imagine the terror that goes 
with this happening night after night and knowing that my family, friends, or even I might be a 
target. What would I really do? 

I think about what it means that we are called to turn toward God, to repent in the season of Lent 
with this war raging. I think about all the ways we can put our baptism into practice as we 
remember the waters of baptism that wash and cleanse us are available to all the world. We are 
called to pause and listen to God, so we prepare to act in times such as these. I imagine the 
cleansing water washing over those who have chosen war and turning their hearts to God and 
peace. What a difference if it would make if the whole world could take a Holy Pause .  

We must to be ready for action as God calls us, so this Lenten season we will spend a lot of time in 
worship and practicing Holy Pauses as we listen to God and follow God’s will. My hope is that 
through these practices we will know what it is to experience God’s grace and to send out waves 
of grace and love that will ripple out wider and wider to bring hope to the world.  

During our retreat our Leadership Team spent time listening to God and exploring our values as 
leaders in our church, the gifts that are needed to be spiritual leaders as we turn toward God to 
prepare to join in the ministries God is already doing in the world. To let our hearts break for what  
breaks God’s heart and to be the hands and feet of Jesus.   

My prayer for us in this season is that we will find rest and restoration as we turn toward God to grow 
in heart wisdom, living the words God has written on our hearts.   

        Blessings on your journey, Pastor Libby 



 

Heart Wisdom Creating a Clear Path to Discipleship Series Scriptures. 

March 6  Psalm 119:1-18   Holy Reading – Praying Scripture  

March 13 Matthew 6:24-34 Creating Belonging -Hospitality and Simplicity  

March 20 Psalm 63:1-8; Isaiah 55:1-9  Intimacy with God – Prayer Work  

March 27 1 Thess. 5:12-28; Luke 15:1-3, 16-32  Balanced Living – Manual Labor and Rest  

April 3  Psalm 47  Steadfast in Faith - Stability  

April 10 Philip. 2:5-11; Luke 19:28-40  Disciples’ Life – Obedience and Conversion  

April 17 John 20:1-18  Our Covenant Journey - Life as a Pilgrimage  

Coming on Maundy Thursday, April 14, 2022 at 6pm to Salina Church of the Cross. This 
powerful presentation, will be shared by missionary,  Bob Mendelsohn, from Jews for Jesus, 
who will demonstrate the link between the Jewish feast of Passover and the last supper 
Jesus shared with His disciples. 

Join us for an explanation of the beautiful symbolism of the Jewish ceremony called a 
seder. We’ll weave the story of the exodus and freedom from slavery together with the 
messianic hope realized in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. The words “do this in 
remembrance of me” will take on an even deeper meaning to Christians as we learn the 
significance of the tradition Jesus observed the night before He died and give us a closer 
look at the very Jewish life He led. 

Jewish or not, religious or not—all are welcome for this unforgettable, thought-provoking 
experience. 

Have questions? Call Salina Church of the Cross at 785-825-5170, 



Holy Week Schedule 
 

April 10  Palm Sunday, Worship at 10 am 

April 14 Maundy Thursday, Christ in the 
   Passover at 6 pm 

April 15 Good Friday, Worship at 7 pm. 

April 17 Easter Sunday, Sunrise Service  
   at 7:15 am 

  Easter Sunday, Worship at  

   10 am. 

Help Grow Our Endowment Fund at Match Madness 2022! 
We are excited to announce our participation in Match Madness, Salina’s day-long giving 
event, on Thursday, March 24, 2022!  On this day, your dollar – and your impact – will stretch 
even further when you donate to our church’s endowed fund at the Greater Salina 
Community Foundation. 

Gifts to our endowment are very important, long-term investments in the future of our 
church, as they will produce a steady, never-ending source of income that we can count 
on every year.  That means your Match Madness donation will help us continue our mission 
in the Salina community forever!  Plus, all Match Madness gifts will be matched 
proportionally up to 50% with a cash grant that we can use to help us grow our 
endowment. 

Here’s how you can participate and help grow our church endowment fund. 

1. Donate Online – On March 24, go to www.MatchMadnessGSCF.org and donate 
anytime between 12:00 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. 

2. Donate in Person – Donations will be accepted in person from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
outside the Salina Fieldhouse, 140 N. 5th Street, in Salina.  Grab lunch or dinner at local 
food trucks from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. while dropping off your donation. 

3. Donate by Mail – Mail your donation to  Greater Salina Community Foundation, P. O. 
Box 2876, Salina, KS 67402-2876.  All donations must be postmarked by March 24. 

4. Spread the Word – Spread the word to your friends and loved ones about our 
organization and Match Madness. 

For more information about Match Madness, visit www.MatchMadnessGSCF.org or contact 
Dave Mills. We encourage anyone who has ever considered a gift to the Church of the 
Cross Endowment Fund to not miss out on this opportunity for matching funds!   
Thank you for your support! 



Laity Summit is less than four 
weeks away; have you registered? 

 

This year’s Laity Summit will include 15 workshops in three separate workshop sessions. While you won’t be 
able to a end them all on March 19, they will be recorded for your viewing at a later date. The precise work-
shop schedule is s ll being determined. 

Workshop topics for the day will include:  

 An -Racism & the Local Church: Crea ng Courageous Conversa onal Space  
 Mission, Vision and Strategy of Youth Ministry  
 The Power of Connec on  
 Inclusive Ministry & Programming  
 The Purple Zone Space  
 Church as a Good Neighbor  
 Social Media Impact  
 Radical Hospitality  
 At a Loss: How to Thrive & Nurture Hope During a Prolonged Crisis  
 Educa on & Growth in Ministry  
 Connec ng Neighbors  
 Energizing Leadership & Mentoring  
 Mercy & Jus ce Now: Understanding God’s Call  
 Lay Leadership Development Panel  
 Church Budge ng in Uncertain Times  
 
For more informa on about the workshops and presenters visit this page -- h ps://
www.greatplainsumc.org/LS2022-workshops  

Go ahead and register today --  

Daily Prayers by Text 

Beginning March 2 we will be sending out daily prayer messages via text. These short messages will 
help encourage us in daily prayer together as we share our faith journey through Lent.  

If you would like to receive these texts please contact the office at 785-825-5170 to get on the list. 
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VANCO GIVING ONLINE  
We have had great response to our online eGiving platform through Vanco.  Thank you for 
your support. Through your contributions, we’re able to share the message of our faith to our 
congregation and the larger community, giving people the strength and compassion 
needed to make it through difficult times such as these. 

 

Vanco provides tools to make giving simple even when you’re unable to attend church. 
Their eGiving is safe and secure, and it allows you to designate your contribution to the 
church funds you’re most passionate about.   

 

eGiving lets you set up one-time or recurring giving through... 

 Mobile app – Download the GivePlus Mobile App on the App Store or on Google Play, 
enter the zip code for our church [67401] and give. 

 www.coc-salina.org  – Easily enter your donation from our website. 

 
You can contact Mollie or Pat at 785.825.5170 so we can give you more information or help 
you get set up. Thank you again for supporting Church of the Cross and the community 
we’ve all worked so hard to nurture. 

April Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the April newsletter is Friday, 
March 25. Please make sure anything you 
have for the newsletter is submitted to the 
church office by 9:30am on March 25. 

Power of One  

As many are aware the crisis in the Ukraine is 
growing as Russia moves in and refugees are 
fleeing to other countries. This is creating a 
huge demand for clothing, food, and shelter.  

Our plan will be to donate the funds to the 
UMCOR because we know all the funds will 
go to those who need them. In addition to 
putting money in the Power of One box you 
can also give through Vanco or with a check 
by noting “Ukraine” or Advance #982450, the 
UMC special advance number for Ukraine. 



Bad weather closing notifications 
Stay up to date on any cancellations.  

Check for notices on KSAL and to KWCH to be posted on their closings 

We will send an email to notify folks as well.   

If you prefer to receive text message alerts from the church. Please sign up 
with Mollie at mollie.purcell@coc-salina.org or by calling 785-825-5170   

These will only be sent out if there needs to be a  
closing due to weather or some other instance.  

Changing your settings to receive our newsletter in your inbox instead of your promotions. 

If you see a message in your promotions tab that you want in your inbox, all you have to do 
is drag and drop it into the other tab. This means that you go to the newsletter message in 
your promotion file, right click on the small box to highlight the message and then drag it 
over to hover above your inbox tab and release the right click.  

After you move a message to a different tab, your inbox. You will receive a message that 
asks, “Do this for future messages from  XXXX @ yyy . zzzz ?” You reply, “yes” and the 
newletter will always come to your inbox. Let us know if you have questions and we will try 
to walk you through it. 

Do you still have a key to get in the outside doors to the 
church? If so, it will no longer work. The doors have all 
been rekeyed. If you need a way in please call the office 
to have a key fob setup. We will no longer be issuing keys 
to the building that are not a fob. If you have a fob that 
you are no longer using please return it to the church so it 
can be setup for someone else.  

We need your gifts! 
Friends, we are looking for folks who can 
help us with Sunday worship.  

Come hang out with some cool folks and 
help run the camera, PowerPoint, or Sound 
Board. We will train you and you will help 
others to have a break once and awhile. 

The band is also looking for some folks who 
can play the drums or keyboard to offer 
more flexibility for members too! 

Blessing Box Needs 

Mac ‘n Cheese/Spaghetti, etc. 
Canned Fruit        Peanut Butter 

Canned Vegetables 
Bread or Crackers 



Our Church Directory is Online! 
View our church directory online or via the 
FREE mobile app today. 

To view the directory online, go to 
members.InstantChurchDirectory.com and follow the prompts 
under “Sign In” to “Create a login now.” Please remember, you 
must confirm your email address before you can sign in.  

There is also a free mobile app available for download at the Apple® App store in iTunes®, 
Google Play™ store and the Amazon Fire App Store. Simply search for “Instant Church 
Directory” to get the download.  
 
You will need to use your email address as listed in our directory to create a log-in the first 

me you use the directory online and via the mobile app. 
 

Need help or have questions?    
Please contact: The Church Office  

Our Church Directory is powered by  
Instant Church Directory. 



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

COC Sta f f  
 

Pastor  L ibby Oberdor f  -  Pastor  
Of f ice Hours  Monday 9am -1pm 

Tuesday 9am -  1pm 
pastor l ibbyoberdor f@gmai l .com  

785-564-1977  

Mol l ie  Purcel l  -  Admini s t rat ive Ass i s tant  
 Of f ice Hours  Monday -  F r iday 9am -  1pm 

mol l ie .purcel l@coc -sa l ina.org  
785-825-5170  

Pat  Mi l l s  -  Leadersh ip Counci l  Chai r  
pmi l l s2222@cox.net  

785-819-4454  

Judy Beck -  Lay  Leader  
l kbeckfam@gmai l .com  

785-452-5384  


