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“If This Plan or Undertaking is of Human Origin, It Will Fail” 
 Many characters encountered in the stories of the Bible appear frequently. Moses, Jesus and his dis-
ciples, Paul, Peter, John the Baptist, and Mary-the Mother of Jesus are just a few of the folks we cross 
paths with multiple times.  Many other characters we just encounter a time or two. Those on whom 
not much ink has been spilled, who never-the-less played key roles in the Judeo-Christian narrative 
abound in Scripture.  

 For example, Gamaliel, was a Pharisee and the grandson of the famous Rabbi, Hillel. Like his grand-
father, Gamaliel was a well-respected Rabbi. So respected, that he’d become an influential leader 
in the Jewish Ruling Council—the Sanhedrin.  

We only meet up with Gamaliel twice—both times in Luke’s, Acts of the Apostles. We first encounter 
him in Acts 5. We happen upon him in a meeting of the Sanhedrin in which John and Peter are 
standing trial for purposefully ignoring the Council’s order to cease preaching about Jesus.  

Upon hearing the charges being brought against them, Peter, John, and the other Apostles with 
them declare, “We must obey God rather than human beings!”   Their defiance so enrages the 
Council that they begin clamoring for the apostles’ execution. 

Here’s where Gamaliel enters the story. His first action is that of ordering the apostles to be removed 
from the room. Once the room is cleared, Gamaliel speaks frankly to the Council encouraging them 
to be cautious in dealing with these followers of Jesus.  

His message contains a piece of sage advice, as he says: “Fellow Israelites consider carefully what 
you propose to do …because if this plan or this undertaking is of human origin, it will fail; but if it is of 
God, you will not be able to overthrow them—in that case you may even be found fighting against 
God!” Acts 5:35b,38b-39c (NRSV) 

We hear a great deal about church closings these days. An article published in 2019, on the SoW-
hatFaith website, takes exception to a report prepared that same year which many people were 
directed to when searching the internet for church closing estimates. This study indicated that from 
6,000 to 10,000 churches (100-200 churches per week) were closing annually. Countering this claim, 
the authors at SoWhatFaith, cited another study reporting that only 1% to 2% of American churches 
close annually. This study concluded that only 3,850 to 7,700 congregations are closing a year 
(around 75 to 150 congregations per week).  Now, to be sure, having 75 to 150 church closings per 
week is ever so much better than having 100 to 200 closing per week. But, while it is better to have 
fewer closings, these statistics are of little comfort if your congregation is one that becomes a foot-
note in the book of church history. 

 Here’s where the wisdom of Gamaliel comes into play for The Church of the Cross as we navigate 
the sea of continued congregational viability: If the work we are doing, and are going to do, is truly 
of God, nothing on earth or in heaven will stand against it. If our plans and undertakings are of God, 
they will succeed! If, however, our plans and undertakings are simply of human origin they, and we, 
will, rightfully, fail.   

One year ago, our R360 Task force began working with Rev. Rick Saylor as we studied and prayed 
together, all in an effort to discern means and methods to ensure this congregation’s viability. Our 
work is done. It’s provided us with many great questions but no clear answers.  

Now, your work begins! Now, this congregation—each and every one of us—must work together to 
ensure that the plans and undertakings in which COC invests itself are of God and not merely of hu-
man origins. Together we can keep faith, hope, and love alive, together we can keep this church 
alive! Let’s do this thing! 
- Pastor Loren 



Let’s, safely, come together again! 
Sunday, March 14 will mark the beginning of in person services again!   

Sunday Services - 8:30a - Traditional Service - In Person or Online 

          9:45a - Sunday School (Contact your Sunday School Leader to make sure your group is meeting) 

          11:00a - Contemporary Service - In Person or Online 

We will not have assigned pews for this reopening. We ask that the traditional service congregation 
sits where there are no x’s on the pews and that the contemporary service congregation sit where 
there are x’s on the pews. Masks will be required at all times in the building and instead of shaking 
hands or hugging a wave will have to do. If you would like to chat with your church family please 
do so outside and social distance as possible. The north door will not be available due to ongoing 
Covid testing.  

We can’t wait to have everyone back, however we completely understand it may not be the right 
time for you or your family. Please remember we are available on Facebook and YouTube and the 
weekly bulletin is available at www.coc-salina.org.  

With this change the church office will be open Monday - Friday from 9a - 1p starting Monday, 
March 8.  

If you would like to help with the services please let Mollie in the office know. We are happy to train 
anyone who would like to learn how to help out! 

Recording and Photography Disclaimer 
Please note that we record our worship service and occasionally take photos for use on our church 
website and on social media for evangelism and marketing purposes. If you do not wish to have 
your image used in this way, please alert the office, and we will endeavor to seat you outside of the 
recording area. Please note that all activities on the chancel area of the church are subject to  
being recorded. 



Lenten Messages   
Be sure to tune in to Facebook or YouTube on for a weekly Lenten 
Devotional on The Beatitudes from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  
Each Tuesday, a new video by one of members will be released 
at 5:00 pm.  Leave your comments on how the Beatitude meets 
you in your life.  We hope that you are enriched by these messag-
es. 

 

The Beatitudes 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (Feb 23, Robin Cates) 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. (Mar 2, Randy & Julie Rowe) 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. (Mar 9, Keith Bennett) 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. (Mar 16, Sharon 
Steponick) 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. (Mar 23, David McDaniel) 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. (Mar 30, Bruce & Katie Fast) 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. (Apr 13, Crystal Locklear) 

Please remember to make your contributions when you join us for worship 
on Sunday.  You may make donations online or by mailing/dropping off at 
the church.  Even as we continue to experience strong viewership of our on
-line services, our giving continues to decrease.  For 2021, we have budget-
ed average weekly giving of $3,600.  Since November, our giving has only 
averaged $2,800 per week.  We are thankful for all gifts received and strive 

to be the best stewards of all resource that we can be.  However, our current operations are being 
supplemented by other sources (government loan and the use of cash reserves).  These other 
sources will not sustain us long-term.  As we renew our worship experiences, and gather together 
once more, we will need to address our financial capabilities and sustaining of our operations.  Your 
support means so much to the life of our church.  

Angel Academy 
March is one of the months, especially in Kansas, in which God shows that He is in control.  Where 
else can you go and in the span of a week, see sunshine, rain, snow, hail, thunderstorms, and torna-
dos?  We serve an awesome God, and I am very thankful that he guides and directs our preschool. 

We had a nice turnout at our Enrollment night.  We still have a few openings for the fall, but are start-
ing to fill up, so if you know someone who is interested in Angel Academy, have them contact us as 
soon as possible. 



FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 
Our Facebook page is United Methodist Church of the Cross.  Remember, you do not have to be 
“on” Facebook to access Facebook.  You may visit our page without signing up for your own Face-
book account.  The information on Facebook is more widely accessed than on our website and thus 
is our primary communication tool for the most current information.  Be sure to follow us so you don’t 
miss out! 

Help Grow Our Endowment Fund at 
Match Madness 2021! 
We are excited to announce our participation in 
Match Madness, Salina’s day-long giving event, on 
Thursday, March 25, 2021!  On this day, your dollar – 
and your impact – will stretch even further when you 
donate to our church’s endowed fund at the Greater Salina Community Foundation. 

Gifts to our endowment are very important, long-term investments in the future of our church, as 
they will produce a steady, never-ending source of income that we can count on every year.  That 
means your Match Madness donation will help us continue our mission in the Salina community for-
ever!  Plus, all Match Madness gifts will be matched proportionally up to 50% with a cash grant that 
we can use to help us grow our endowment. 

Here’s how you can participate and help grow our church endowment fund. 

1. Donate Online – On March 25, go to www.MatchMadnessGSCF.org and donate anytime be-
tween 12:00 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. 

2. Donate in Person – Donations will be accepted in person from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. outside 
the Salina Fieldhouse, 140 N. 5th Street, in Salina.  Grab lunch at local food trucks from 11:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. while dropping off your donation. 

3. Donate by Mail – Mail your donation to the Greater Salina Community Foundation, P. O. Box 
2876, Salina, KS 67402-2876.  All donations must be postmarked by March 25. 

4. Spread the Word – Spread the word to your friends and loved ones about our organization 
and Match Madness. 

Jim Raubenstine will be our shooter for the free throw contest.  He will earn $10 for the endowment 
fund for every free throw he makes, up to $100.  He will also get two shots in a half-court shot con-
test.  Any organization that makes the half-court shot will share in a $1,000 prize.   If no one makes 
the shot, there will be a drawing for the prize, with the two winning organizations receiving $500 
each. 

For more information about Match Madness, visit www.MatchMadnessGSCF.org or contact Dave 
Mills. We encourage anyone who has ever considered a gift to the Church of the Cross Endowment 
Fund to not miss out on this opportunity for matching funds!  Thank you for your support! 



SPRING CLEAN UP DAY!     
Our Annual Spring Clean Up day will be held on Saturday, March 27 from 9 
am to noon.  (April 3).  Each year, we gather together to dust off the winter 
blues and do some outside clean up projects around the church.  This year’s 
projects involve pulling dead stumps at the parsonage, picking up sticks and 
debris on the south lot and playground, washing windows, and a few other 
projects that need a little TLC.  The more hands we have, the more work we 
can accomplish!  It will be outside on, hopefully, a beautiful spring day.  
Aren’t we all ready for Outside Fellowship?  Please plan on joining us!   

LAWN CREW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   
We are blessed with beautiful property surrounding our church.  Just like our 
homes, in order to keep it beautiful, regular maintenance is necessary.  Would 
you be willing to be a part of the lawn maintenance crew?  As part of the 
crew, once a month you would be responsible for picking up debris on the 
property, mowing, and trimming.    We like to have it done later in the week so 
the property shines on Sundays.  Typically, this will take 2-3 hours one time per 
month and can be done in the evening or on a Saturday.  The church has all 
necessary equipment.  We just need a few people willing to help out!  If you 
would like to be an alternate and not on a monthly schedule, (for extra mow-
ings or to fill in for someone whose schedule conflicts), we need you as well! 

Please let Steven Locklear (918-815-5601) know if you would be willing help out.   

ALTAR DECORATIONS TEAM 
Do you have creative talents to share?  Would you like to be 
a part of a fellowship team that puts together decorations 
for the altar?  A new team is forming that would be responsi-
ble for placing decorations upon the altar.  For several years, 
we have received praise for the beauty of our altar decora-
tions.  Our on-line worship has a focus point of the altar mak-
ing these decorations ever more important.  We are hoping 
to continue that beautiful tradition by creating a new team 
of persons with a decorating passion, or at least a willingness 
to serve!  If you are interested in being a part of this team, 
please let Mollie know! 

Lenten Cloths   
Purple and White Lenten Cloths are still available for pickup so that you may hang out-
side your home during Lent.  The purple cloth signifies the suffering of Christ and is hung 
throughout the Lenten season now until April 4).  The white cloth is hung on Easter morn-
ing (April 4) for the resurrection of Christ.  By hanging these cloths outside your home, you 
are sharing your faith with your community.  Be sure to pick yours up from the church! 
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If you would like to give online please visit www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving 
to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary January 31, 2021 
     

  2021 2020 

  January 
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     13,290   $   13,290   $   15,833   $     14,224  
 Angel Academy Income         12,777        12,777        12,500         14,656  
 Other Income (Expense)             940             940             958              625  

Total Income        27,007        27,007        29,291         29,505  
         

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff        11,269        11,269        12,071         13,548  
Operating & Education          1,064          1,064          1,575           1,173  
Buildings & Grounds          5,340          5,340          5,497           5,601  
Conference Missions & Ministry          1,085          1,085             633                -    
 Angel Academy Expense         12,777        12,777        12,500         14,656  

 Unbudgeted Expenses /(PPP Loan)                 -                 42                -    
                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        31,535        31,535        32,276         34,978  
         

Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $     (4,528)  $    (4,528)  $    (2,985)  $     (5,473) 
         

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $34,065      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $165,017      
 Memorial Funds    $19,009      

 Trustee Building Fund    $12,392      
 Total Cash & Investments     $  230,483      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

COC Sta f f  
 

Rev.  Lo ren Drummond - Pastor  
ld rummond@greatp la insumc.org  

Lay la Peppers -  Angel  Academy Di rector  
lay la.peppers@coc-sa l ina.org  

Ju l ie  R ichardson -  Accountant                                                                                                   
ju l ie . r ichardson@coc -sa l ina.o rg  

Mol l ie  Purcel l  -  Admini s t rat ive Ass i s tant  
mol l ie .purcel l@coc-sa l ina.org  
785-825-5170 or  785 -342-1867  

Pat  Mi l l s  -  Leadersh ip Counci l  Chai r  
pmi l l s2222@cox.net  

785-819-4454  

Judy Beck -  Lay  Leader  
l kbeckfam@gmai l .com  

785-452-5384  
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