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Help Grow Our Endowment Fund at Match Madness 2020 

We are excited to announce our participation in Match Madness, Salina’s day-long giving event, on 
Thursday, March 19, 2020!  On this day, your dollar – and your impact – will stretch even further when 
you donate to our church’s endowed fund at the Greater Salina Community Foundation. 

Gifts to our endowment are very important, long-term investments in the future of our church, as 
they will produce a steady, never-ending source of income that we can count on every year.  That 
means your Match Madness donation will help us continue our mission in the Salina community for-
ever!  Plus, all Match Madness gifts will be matched proportionally up to 50% with a cash grant that 
we can use to help us grow our endowment. 

Here’s how you can participate and help grow our church endowment fund. 

1. Donate Online – On March 19, go to www.MatchMadnessGSCF.org and donate  
anytime between 12:00 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. 

2. Donate in Person – Donations will be accepted in person from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Salina 
Fieldhouse, 140 N. 5th Street, in Salina. The live event will include a nonprofit free throw contest, 
March Madness basketball on TV, food trucks, snacks, and more. 

3. Spread the Word – Spread the word to your friends and loved ones about our organization and 
Match Madness. 

Lauren Raubenstine will be our shooter for the free throw  
contest.  She will earn $10 for the endowment fund for every free  
throw she makes, up to $100.  Come cheer her on at 5:00 p.m. at the  
Fieldhouse.  Then at 6:00 p.m. there will be a half-court shot contest.  Any 
organization that makes the half-court shot will share in a $1,000 prize.   If 
no one makes the shot, there will be a drawing for the prize, with the two 
winning organizations receiving $500 each.  So cheer extra loud during the 
half-court shot!! 

For more information about Match Madness, visit 
www.MatchMadnessGSCF.org or contact Dave Mills or Byron Norris. 
We encourage anyone who has ever considered a gift to the 
Church of the Cross Endowment Fund to not miss out on this oppor-
tunity for matching funds!  Thank you for your support! 



Of Seeds and Weeds– A Lenten Message: 
Lives there a homeowner in any moderate climate who doesn’t greet the winter’s passing 
with rising hope for a lush lawn, intermingling with an equal sense of impending doom, as 
the spring- greenery’s emergence approaches?  Perhaps the exceptions to this annual rite 
of yard quality uncertainty are those who have contracted with a lawn care service such as 
True Green or the like. The rest of us are left to fend for ourselves in these weeds versus grass-
es battles.  
 
Jesus was no gardener but he did live in an agrarian culture. The people with whom he in-
teracted well-knew that ensuring their fields were as weed-free as possible was the key to 
achieving maximum crop yields. Working from this awareness, Jesus, ever the teacher utiliz-
ing familiar topics to convey less concrete ideas, addresses his Disciple with a parable cen-
tered on weeds and crops to vivify an essential lesson regarding the Kingdom of heaven. 
 
This story, told by Jesus, contained in the Gospel of Matthew, finds Jesus saying:  

The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, 
and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also ap-
peared. The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in 
your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.’ The 
servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ ‘No,’ he answered, 
‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them.  Let 
both grow together until the harvest. (Mt.13:24-30) 

This after-the-fact method of weeding was the best way to ensure lesser adulterated crop 
harvests in the days before chemical herbicides. There is another, more modern way, 
though, to ensure that weeds don’t overcome seeds in homeowner’s lawns during the early 
germination stages of spring.  
This method is known as overseeding.  In overseeding, good, desirous grass seed is spread 
liberally over an entire lawn to form such a thick and robust turf that weed seeds will be 
choked out and prevented from taking root.  
While this method doesn’t work with row crops it is an excellent non-chemical way of seeing 
to it that the desired greenery in a lawn has a fighting chance against weed seed planted 
by an enemy. 
 
Traditionally, Lent is thought of as a time when we are to give something up. This year 
though, we at the Church of the Cross are not being asked to pull the weeds from the gar-
dens of our souls from now until Easter Sunday, but are rather, being asked to practice over-
seeding—to scatter the good seed of spiritual practices in our daily lives so that any seed 
spread  by an enemy in the dark cannot take root and grow. 
 
The overseeding of our spiritual lawns will consist of faithful engagement in the spiritual prac-
tices of: Prayer and Worship, Study, Service, Witness and Giving. 
Remember, Jesus told his disciples and I regularly assure you, “Now that you know these 
things you will be blessed if you do them.” (Jn 13:17) 
 Remember this and join us as we at COC walk through this Lenten season towards Easter 
Sunday when we’ll celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ—a Resurrection that is availa-
ble thanks to God our Father, Jesus our Savior and the Life-Giving Power of The Holy Spirit; 
now and forevermore!   In Christ’s Service, Pastor Loren Drummond 



March Grub Menu 
Serving 5:30 – 6:15 

Carryout Available 

Suggested Donation:  $5 Adults; $3 Children   
Family total $20 

March 4 Spaghetti and Meatballs 

March 11 No Grub due to Spring Break 

March 18 Baked Potato Bar 

March 25 Baked Garlic Chicken Breast 

DALE PECK SCHOLARSHIP 

You know the drill, to sharpen your skill with higher  
education! If you are a current senior in high school 
or college student with a 3.0 GPA or higher and 
plan to attend college in the Fall of 2020; you are 
welcome to apply!  Dale and Dorothy were  

constantly giving back to the church and their legacy lives on.  Dale spent many hours 
mowing the lawns and checking the doors and lights at the end of each and every night 
are just a couple examples.  If you want to apply for the Dale Peck Scholarship, please text 
or email and I will get you a form.  Forms are also available on the Welcome Center.  Don’t 
delay, Deadline is March 30th, noon!.  Rhonda Garcia; 785-452-3486 or rhondag3@cox.net 

Help save a life by donating blood.  
Do you weigh at least 110 pounds and are 

you in good health? If so, you are  
probably eligible to donate blood.  
Church of the Cross makes it easy.  

Sign-up on the Welcome Center or online 
at www.redcrossblood.org! 

Thursday, March 19 
12p - 6p 

In the Narthex 

Spring Clean Up 
It is time to think about cleaning up from Winter! Spring Clean up will be Saturday, April 4 
from 8:30a to noon. Rain date will be April 11. There will be tasks for everyone from yard 
clean up to polishing the offering plates! Please mark your calendars to come help refresh 
our church - inside and out! We want to sparkle for Easter! 



March is one of the months, especially in Kansas, in which God shows 
that He is in control.  Where else can you go and in the span of a week, 
see sunshine, rain, snow, hail, thunderstorms, and tornados?  We serve 
an awesome God, and I am very thankful that he guides and directs 
our preschool. 

We had a nice turnout at our Open House.  We still have a few openings for the fall, but are 
starting to fill up, so if you know someone who is interested in Angel Academy, have them 
contact us as soon as possible. 

We will be welcoming all of our preschoolers and all of their dads or male role models to 
come and join us for an evening of fun on Thursday March 5th  5:30-7.   If you are available 
that evening, we would love to have you come and welcome the dads and their kiddos! 

Thank you to everyone who came out to support our IHOP fundraiser! 

Jim Lamia 
Family of Lois Gish 

Neal Gish 
Garcia Family 
Sharon Desch 

Sylvia Rice 
Bob and Tammy Conner 

What’s goin’ on in Youth Ministry: 
Hey friends! We are getting ready to start a new 
Bible Study series on Wednesday nights and 
we’re REALLY excited! Our first set of topics will 
cover some cool questions about the Bible.  

 Who wrote the Bible, God or Humans? 
 Is the Bible true? 
 Why does the Bible contradict itself at times? 
 Is the New Testament more important than the 

Old Testament? 
 Why are there so many version of the Bible? 

Come join us from 6:15-7:45 on Wednesdays and 
find out the answers! We meet in the youth room, 
and all students 6th-12th grade are welcome!! 



    Discover U has been busy! Supper Club continues to be a  
wonderful opportunity for some fun and fellowship!  Our group  

seems to grow each time we meet. Yoga kicked off the end of  
February and crochet class meets March 1. We are still enrolling  

for new classes and have a few more dates to firm up.  
There is something for everyone in this session! 

 

March 1 - 2p - Learn to Crochet 
March 3 - 6p - Supper Club @ Martinelli’s 
March 10, 24, April 7, and 21 - 7p - Yoga 
March 17 - 6p - Supper Club @ AJ’s 
March 31 - 6p - Supper Club @ Olive Garden 
April 27 - 6:30p - Card Making 

You ought to be in pictures!  
Information is being input into the new church directory and we hope to have everything  
a go by the end of March. In order to do that we need your help! It is so much better  
when you can put a face with a name in the directory so please either submit your photo 
to Mollie in the office or have Jim Cates take one either Sunday, March 1 or March 8 after 
service. If the church has your email address on file you will be able to access the directory 
via the app or on your computer. If you 
do not have an email address or we do 
not have your email address you will be 
able to pick up a print copy once the  
directory is complete. 

If you have any questions or need help 
with anything please let Mollie know. 

Sign-up for classes after church 
on Sunday’s or anytime in the 

church office! 

How does your pew sit? 

Sometimes we may feel like we have a screw loose. But our pews have confirmed it! We 
have recently repaired a few of the pews with missing screws. If you sit in a pew that seems 
to give a little more than it should, please let Pat know which one it is so we can make  
repairs where needed. 

Thank you to Brian and Julie Richardson  
for the recent donation of a refrigerator  

for the church kitchen. 



Recap of Feb 13, 2020 Leadership Council (LC) Meeting 
In order to provide you with a greater understanding of some of the challenges our congregation is facing, 
how the leadership of the church is addressing those challenges and setting our ministry vision, this recap is 
provided from our February 13 meeting.   

Devotional Message:  We are in a period of change.  God didn’t deliver the chosen people directly from the 
Red Sea to the Promised Land but instead, put them in the wilderness until they were prepared to move to 
a new place. We are not always ready to go to the places he wants to take us. He needs to do something 
in us before he takes us to the new place and thus it is at Church of the Cross as we move forward to the 
new places God will take us. 

R360 Survey Update:  An R360 task force consisting of Loren Drummond, Jim Cates, Pat Mills, Greg Nichols, 
Kirsty Hartley and Crystal Locklear has been formed to work with our coach, Rick Saylor.  Rick has served as 
a District Superintendent, as Pastor at Abilene First and comes from an EUB background.  Planning is under-
way for the R360 Task Force to begin addressing the findings of the survey completed by the congregation 
and for developing a path forward.   

Financial Update:  Giving as well as expenses were lower than last year and under the budget for January. 
Donations designated for Mission and Ministry will be forwarded to the conference on a monthly basis and 
additional amounts will be made on a quarterly basis as we strive to reach a minimum of 3% of giving in 
2020.  Full financial packets are available in the Welcome Center for anyone to pick up. 

Volunteer Leadership:  We have the need for volunteer leadership in several areas.  The LC discussed ways to 
encourage others to step into volunteer roles in areas to which they are called.  Spiritual growth happens 
when we have many involved in ministries.  The LC focused on the following ministry areas, what challeng-
es we face and what it means for volunteer opportunities. 

Worship Ministry Team:  Leesa has resigned her position as Worship Director in order to pursue other opportuni-
ties.  We thank her for her service and wish her well as she moves forward.  SPPRC recommended that the 
position not be re-filled in its current configuration and the Leadership Council concurred with this recom-
mendation.  After discussion, a Task Force consisting of Sara Gault, Robin Cates, Mollie Purcell, Judy Beck, 
Pat Mills and Loren Drummond was created to examine the needs for a meaningful worship experience, to 
identify where staff is needed to fulfill certain responsibilities, where volunteers can be more effectively uti-
lized and where it may be more efficient to outsource certain duties.   We recognize that we will experi-
ence some pains as we change our historical worship structure as we revise the model to one that better 
fits our current capabilities. 

Children’s and Youth Ministry:  A short discussion was held regarding the plan forward for this ministry.  While 
there is great support expressed for this ministry, a different format will likely arise in order to provide a more 
effective ministry.  Additional discussion will be devoted to this topic at our March meeting. 

Freedom Initiative:  The LC reviewed and discussed the comments provided by the congregation in response 
to the Freedom Initiative message on February 9.   The comments overall were positive regarding the pro-
gram, but there is some concern over the protection of all people when we may have offenders in the 
building.  There are safeguards that we can initiate to afford the protections desired and we will be inten-
tional in addressing the protection of all as we move forward.   

New Ministries:  In 2019, 5 new ministries were started at COC.  With these new ministries, we have been pre-
sented with the opportunity to reach out to others outside of our walls to bring people alongside in our 
ministry.  This is what we strive for in our outreach mission and we celebrate these opportunities. 

Feed the Hungry:  On Souper Bowl Sunday, we collected the equivalent of over 1,400 cans of soup for the 
Food Bank (in cash or cans of soup)!  Project Salina will our next Outreach. 

Angel Academy:  Upcoming events include Fathers Night and a visit from Rolling Hills Zoo complete with ani-
mals!  The congregation is always invited to join in with the AA kiddos! 

Next LC Meeting:  Thursday, March 19 at 6:30 pm.  All are welcome to attend and participate in the discus-
sions.  Let your voice be heard!    If you have any comments or questions, please direct those to any of the LC 
team members.  

Voting Members:  Pat Mills, Jim Cates, Greg Nichols, Shirley Patrick, Marvin Cossaart, Shirley Davis, Robin 
Cates, Sara Gault, Judy Beck, Sheila Shaffer.   

Non-Voting Members:  Loren Drummond, Mollie Purcell 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu F r i  Sat  

1 
1p  -  Gym Res .  
2p  -  D i scover  U 
Crochet  C lass  
5:15p -  Be l l  Choi r  
P ract ice 
No Youth  Group  

2 
1p  -  P rayer  
Shawl  
5p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  

3  
8a -  TOPS 
6p  -  Supper  
C lub @  
Mar t ine l l i ’ s  
6:30p -  Scouts  
6:30p -  12  S teps  
for  Chr i s t ians  

4  
5:30p -   
Gratefu l  Grub  
6:15p -  GROW 
6:15p -   
Embrace 
Grace/L i fe  

5  
10a  -  TLC 
5p  -  Father ’ s  
N ight  Angel  
Academy 
6p -  G i r l  
Scouts  

6  
8a -  TOPS 
 
 
 
 
 
No School  

7  
 

8  
1p  -  Gym Res .  
5:15p -  Be l l  Choi r  
P ract ice 
No Youth  Group  
 

9  
1p  -  P rayer  
Shawl  
5p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
 
 
 
 
Spr ing 
Break  

10  
8a  -  TOPS 
1:30p -  UM W 
Lenten/Eas ter  
P rogram  
6 :30p  -  Scouts  
6:30p -  12  S teps  
for  Chr i s t ians  
7p  -  D i scover  U 
Yoga 

11  
 
 

12  
10a  -  TLC 
 
 
 
 

13  
8a  -  TOPS 
6p  -  Webs ter  
Reserved 
 

14  
 
 

15  
1p  -  Gym Res .  
3p  -  K i tchen and 
Webs ter  Res .  
5:15p -  Be l l  Choi r  
P ract ice 
5:30p  -  Youth 
Group 
 

16  
1p  -  P rayer  
Shawl  
5p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
 

17  
8a  -  TOPS 
6p  -  Supper  
C lub @ AJ’s  
6:30p -  Scouts  
6:30p -  12  S teps  
for  Chr i s t ians  

18  
8a  -  Webs ter  
Res .  
5:30p -   
Gratefu l  Grub  
6:15p -  GROW 
6:15p -   
Embrace 
Grace/L i fe  

19  
10a  -  TLC 
12p  -  B lood 
Dr ive 
6p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
6:30p -   
Leadersh ip  
Counci l  
Meet ing 

Match  
Madness  

 

20  
8a  -  TOPS 
5p  -  Embrace 
Grace Baby 
Shower  
 
 
P rayer  V ig i l  
 
 
 

21  
 

22  
Bel l  Choi r  P lays  
in  Church @ 10a  
5:15p -  Be l l  Choi r  
P ract ice 
5:30p -  Youth 
Group 

23  
1p  -  P rayer  
Shawl  
5p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
 
 

24  
8a  -  TOPS  
6:30p -  Scouts  
6:30p -  12  S teps  
for  Chr i s t ians  
7p  -  D i scover  U 
Yoga 

25  
5:30p -   
Gratefu l  Grub  
6:15p -  GROW 
6:15p -   
Embrace 
Grace/L i fe  

26  
10a -  TLC 
6p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
6p  -  R360  Task  
Fo rce 
 

27  
8a  -  TOPS 
 
 
 
 
 

28  
 

29  
5:15p -  Be l l  Choi r  
P ract ice 
5:30p -  Youth 
Group 
 
 
 
 

30  
1p  -  P rayer  
Shawl  
5p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
 
 
 

31  
8a  -  TOPS 
6p -  Supper  
C lub @ Ol ive 
Garden 
6:30p -  Scouts  
6:30p -  12  S teps  
for  Chr i s t ians  

    

 2020 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu  F r i  Sat  

1 2  
K i r s ten  
Lamia 

3  
Jan ice 
Far less  
 
Leona 
N ichol s  

4  
Marcus  
Swindler  
 
Margaret  
Vosburg 

5  
Gabe 
N ichol s  

6  
She l ly  Arno ld  
 
Lay la  
Peppers  
 
Judy Powel l  

7  
B r ie  Perez  

8  9  10  11  12  13  14  

15  
Mar ie   
Gomel  

16  
Sh i r ley   
Yager  

17  18  19  
Kay 
Hank ins  

20  
Marg ie  
McGreevy 

21  
Dal ton 
Hart ley  

22  
Karsyn  
Arno ld  
 
Phy l l i s  
F rank l in  

23  24  
Marva 
Wel le r  

25  
Avery  
Darby 
 
Margaret  
Swindler  

26  27  28  
Barbara 
Mal lon  
 
Leesa  
Peterman 

29  30  31      

March 2020 



CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary January 31, 2019 
     

  2020 2019 

  January  
YTD  

Actual 
YTD Budg-

et Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     14,224   $   14,224   $   19,333   $     19,152  
 Angel Academy Income         14,656        14,656        16,000         14,810  
 Other Income (Expense)             625             625             918              769  

Total Income        29,505        29,505        36,251         34,731  
         

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff        13,548        13,548        14,434         17,937  
Operating & Education          1,173          1,173          1,387           1,198  
Buildings & Grounds          5,601          5,601          5,867           4,844  
Conference Missions & Ministry               -                 -               580                -    
 Angel Academy Expense         14,656        14,656        16,000         14,810  
                -                 -                    -    
                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        34,978        34,978        38,268         38,789  
         

Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $     (5,473)  $    (5,473)  $    (2,017)  $     (4,058) 
        

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $12,192      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $182,094      
 Memorial Funds    $23,274      
 Trustee Building Fund    $8,425      

 Total Cash & Investments     $  225,985      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

Make Church of the Cross part of your 
Lenten Journey.  

Sunday School - 8:45a 

Sunday Service - 10a 

Grateful Grub - Wednesday - 5:30p - 6:15p 

GROW - 6:15p  


