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Friends, 

 A few weeks ago, I took my granddaughter out in her new kayak. I enjoy kayaking and it 
has always been fun and without incident for me. However, this day was a challenge from 
the beginning. We found a spot to put our kayaks in. She went out on hers. I was getting in 
mine and a rock slipped or broke as I stepped in my kayak and I wasn’t going in the kayak. 
I caught myself on my feet slipping and sliding as I caught my balance and stepped into 
my kayak.   

It was a windy day making it much more difficult to maneuver and slower going and. We 
were going further away from the shoreline, so decided to make our way closer in case we 
had trouble. Little did we know the path to the shoreline was more dangerous because our 
kayaks had to be at more of a side angle to the waves. As my granddaughter pulled up 
next to me and I tried to turn us more toward the shore a wave hit us sideways and as I 
tipped it caused her to tip and hit my kayak with her paddle. Before I knew it, I was in the 
water and there was no way to get back in it without swimming it to shore to get in. This was 
not what I expected, but it was fun to swim in the lake.  :)  

As a church I feel like we are in a similar situation. Over the last few years the pandemic, 
racist acts, deep political divides, and mass shootings, etc. have challenged us to stay 
connected as we have been tossed to and fro like the waves tossed our kayaks. Paul 
wrote. “we aren’t supposed to be infants any longer who can be tossed and blown around 
by every wind that comes from teaching with deceitful scheming and the tricks people 
play to deliberately mislead others. Instead, by speaking the truth with love, let’s grow in 
every way into Christ, who is the head. The whole body grows from him, as it is joined and 
held together by all the supporting ligaments. The body makes itself grow in that it builds 
itself up with love as each one does its part.” (Ephesians 4:14-16)  

This is a reminder for us that we are to live our lives and our faith to the fullest. We are 
stronger than we know, because even though we have been tossed to and fro we know 
who we are and how God calls us to love, grow, and serve. Together we are a church 
formed for ministry with our neighbors. I and our Leadership Team invite you to join us on 
Saturday, June 25th at 10am as our church family gathers to discuss who we are as Church 
of the Cross and discern were God is leading us to meet our neighbors and to make 
disciples for Jesus Christ.  (continued on next page) 



UMW June Luncheon 
Tuesday, June 14th at 12:15pm UMW will have their first luncheon in two years! It will be a 
salad and sandwich luncheon. Please bring a salad or sandwich to share. This will be a 
great time of fellowship and we look forward to seeing you then! 

We want to hear what you are curious about, your ideas, your commitment, and your 
dreams for our future. As we gather, we will be able to share fellowship, learn about each 
other, and to gain clarity on who we are and how we will serve as the body of Christ. We 
are excited to get together and break bread together.  

There is a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center at church or you can call or email the office 
to let us know you are coming. The meal will be provided, but if you have missed bringing a 
side dish or a desert sign up for that too, but it isn’t necessary. We just want to see YOU! 

       Love, Pastor Libby 

 A huge thank you to 
everyone who helped with the 
preschool give-away. It was 
wonderful to see so many 
things that were just sitting 
around the church go to 
people and programs that 
can really put them to use. At 
4pm on the Friday of the sale 
people were lined up to get 
inside. Within an hour a 
majority of the stuff in the gym 

was gone and we were able to condense everything into the Webster Room. You will see 
pictures on the next page of the sale and the bottom picture is what was left. Over $700 
was donated! 

A very special thank you to Pat Mills and Marvin Cossaart. Without Pat at the helm this 
project would not have been the success it was. She has been a driving force not only in 
the preschool give-away, but in the leg work it takes to coordinate the YMCA Daycare 
coming into the building. Marvin has been a great help at moving things and he put away 
all of the tables after the sale was cleaned up.  

In case neither of you hear it enough, THANK YOU! 



Ministry in Action - Preschool Give-away 

All that 
was left! 
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VANCO GIVING ONLINE  
We have had great response to our online eGiving platform through Vanco.  Thank you for 
your support. Through your contributions, we’re able to share the message of our faith to our 
congregation and the larger community, giving people the strength and compassion 
needed to make it through difficult times such as these. 

Vanco provides tools to make giving simple even when you’re unable to attend church. 
Their eGiving is safe and secure, and it allows you to designate your contribution to the 
church funds you’re most passionate about.   

eGiving lets you set up one-time or recurring giving through... 

 Mobile app – Download the GivePlus Mobile App on the App Store or on Google Play, 
enter the zip code for our church [67401] and give. 

 www.coc-salina.org  – Easily enter your donation from our website. 

 
You can contact Mollie or Pat at 785.825.5170 so we can give you more information or help 
you get set up. Thank you again for supporting Church of the Cross and the community 
we’ve all worked so hard to nurture. 

We need your gifts! 
Friends, we are looking for folks who 
can help us with Sunday worship.  

Come and hang out with some cool 
folks and help run the Camera, 
PowerPoint, and Sound Board. We 
will train you and you will help others 
to have a break once and awhile. 

The band is also looking for some 
folks who can play the drums and 
keyboard to offer more flexibility for 
members too! 

Blessing Box Needs 

Canned Fruit  

Peanut Butter 

Canned Vegetables 

Bread or Crackers 

Thanks to our Prayer Shawl Ministry for 
the generous donation this week!! 

July Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the July newsletter is Friday, June 22. 
Please make sure anything you have for the newsletter is 
submitted to the church office by 9:30am on June 22. 

Exciting News from Healthy Congregations 

We are excited to announce that we have 
received a grant from the UM Health Ministry Fund 
and the Big Garden to help us purchase raised 
beds, soil, and compost to get the COC 
Community Garden started.  

We plan to have 12 raised beds with one or two to 
provide fresh produce to our Blessing Box.  

Our Leadership Team has approved funds to put in 
a well to have water for the garden. We will use 
additional Healthy Congregation Funds to help 
with additional items we need.  

Want to donate hand tools, funds, or plants please 
contact the office, Bruce Fast (Garden Leader– 
785.822.1983), or Pastor Libby (785.564.1977). We’re 
excited we have found another way to support 
and connect with our neighbors.  



What does the UMC say about gun violence? 
From UM Communications. 

The prophet Micah casts a hopeful vision of the future where nations will “beat their swords 
into iron plows, and their spears into pruning hooks.” (Micah 4:3) Jesus says, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9) 

Gun violence greatly affects individuals, families and communities. We believe "As followers 
of Jesus, called to live into the reality of God’s dream of shalom as described by Micah, we 
must address the epidemic of gun violence so 'that he may teach us his ways and that we 
may walk in God’s paths.'”  

The United Methodist Church calls congregations to address gun violence locally 
through prayer, conversation, support for those affected by gun violence, practicing and 
teaching gun safety and partnering with law enforcement to help prevent gun violence.   

The church also urges congregations to advocate for laws that prevent or reduce gun 
violence, such as: 

 Universal background checks on all gun purchases 

 Ensuring all guns are sold through licensed gun retailers 

 Prohibiting gun purchases for those under restraining order due to threat of violence and 
those with serious mental illness who pose a danger to themselves and their 
communities   

 Ensuring greater access to services for those with mental illness 

 Establishing a minimum age of 21 years for a gun purchase or possession 

 Banning large capacity ammunition magazines and weapons 

 Promoting new technologies to aid law-enforcement agencies to trace crime guns and 
promote public safety 

 

Do you want to support and encourage Robb Elementary School and community in 
Uvalde with letters of support you can send them to : Robb Elementary School, 715 Old 
Carrizo Rd,,Uvalde, TX 78801. 

 

Donations to support families of Uvalde shooting 
First State Bank of Uvalde 

Uvalde city leaders and the fellow community helped organize one of the funds. 

“We’re going to pick somebody to administer that fund so that 100% of this money goes to 
these families,” Uvalde Mayor Don McLaughlin said on Wednesday. 

The account is set up at First State Bank of Uvalde. 
Donations are accepted at any branch location 

Make checks payable to “Robb School Memorial Fund” 
Checks can be mailed to: 200 E. Nopal St., Uvalde, TX 78801 



 

H o w  i s  t h e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C o m m i e e  o n  Re l i e f  ( U M C O R )  re s p o n d i n g  
t o  t h e  w a r  i n  U k ra i n e ?  ( U M N e w s )  

UMCOR’s work in Ukraine is being funded with gi s to Advance #982450, Interna onal Disaster Response 
and Recovery. Grants for immediate relief have been given to United Methodist partners in Ukraine as well 
as neighboring na ons—Poland, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, Estonia, Bulgaria and the Czech Republic—to 
support those who remain in Ukraine as well as those who have fled the violence. In addi on, grants are be-
ing awarded to partners like ACT Alliance, Interna onal Orthodox Chris an Chari es (IOCC) and Human 
Rights League. These grants are providing transporta on assistance, humanitarian supplies such as food, wa-
ter, clothing, shelter and medica on, as well as legal services and safe spaces for women, children and those 
with disabili es. In addi on, we have funded the transport of $1 million in medical supplies to hospitals in 
Kyiv. UMCOR is in con nuous dialogue with UMC en es and other partners throughout Europe to iden fy 
addi onal ways to assist. The situa on in Eastern and Central Europe is evolving and Global Ministries and 
UMCOR will con nue to respond in the months and years ahead. 

H o w  c a n  I  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  s l l  i n  U k ra i n e  a n d  t h o s e  fl e e i n g  t h e  v i o l e n c e ?  

At this me, all gi s to UMCOR’s Interna onal Disaster Response and Recovery Advance will be used to as-
sist those who remain in Ukraine and those who have fled the violence to neighboring na ons. Gi s can be 
made in the following ways: 

Online at h ps://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450 
 By toll-free telephone call: 1-888-252-6174 

 By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” wri en on the memo 
line and mailed to Global Ministries/UMCOR, GPO, P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068 

By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” wri en on the memo line 
and given to any United Methodist church 

YMCA Daycare -  
The YMCA Daycare opening will be moved back to a few months. Though we had 
contacted insurance and believed we were all set, there was a last minute change that 
has delayed the opening until our Child Care License can be officially transferred to the 
YMCA, which is our only option for moving forward. We hope and expect to now open in 
August. Please pray for all those working to bring this together so we can provide this much 
needed service to the community. 
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