
June 2021 

Here is who will be delivering the message each  
Sunday in June at 10am in-person and online. 

June 6 - David Daire 

June 13 - Robin Cates 

June 20 - Robin Cates 

June 27 - Pastor Loren’s last Sunday 

Find the needle 

Somewhere in this issue of The Messenger you will find a needle like the one pictured below. 
Email mollie.purcell@coc-salina.org and let her know where you found it! The first three to 
email Mollie will win a special prize! 



ALL THINGS ARE YOURS AND YOU ARE OF CHRIST AND CHRIST IS OF GOD 

In writing this, my final newsletter article as your Pastor, I’ve struggled greatly throughout this 
week seeking the set of words that would adequately name or represent (re-present) the 
five years we’ve been in ministry together. These long-anticipated words have not come 
quickly nor easily. 

  It’s likely that part of the reason for the elusiveness of this set of words lies in the fact that 
these years we’ve spent together do not readily blend together into one cohesive narra-
tive. The truth is our time together has found COC going through three distinct phases. 

There was our initial phase— the period from July 2016 to October 2018. In this phase opti-
mism and energy were high and plans for a building expansion were being made.   

We had a middle phase during which our balloon of optimism was burst. This phase began 
in the fall of 2018 when a number of people left the congregation, and the denomination, 
because of the ongoing conflict concerning the topic of full inclusion of people of all sexual 
orientations in the life of the Church . 

 The third phase of our time together, which began in March of 2020, was ushered in as the 
pandemic which had severely impacted other portions of the global populace began 
making inroads in the United States. We are currently working our way out of this phase and 
resuming some semblance of normalcy. 

 In remembering all we’ve been through together, I guess one should hardly wonder at the 
fact that the experiences of these years of mission and ministry don’t lend themselves to a 
pithy one liner like: “we came, we saw, we conquered.” The truth is our experience can 
best be summed up by saying: “We encountered hardship, we trusted God, we perse-
vered”.  

  It’s said, God never wastes a crisis, and I don’t believe any of the crises we’ve been 
through have been wasted. What I’ve seen these moments of turmoil and disaster do in the 
life of the Church of the Cross, is to pull a group of people together more strongly. To form a 
community of we/us where had once been a group of church goers marked by an us and 
them mindset. 

This congregation has done so  much to make itself suitable for the long haul; to make itself 
viable in ministering to the souls who are striving to find a faith community to help them navi-
gate a rapidly changing world.  You are that community. You are ready for the future. 
Thanks be to God!     

  In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul notes the human tendency to hang onto the 
memory of one church leader or another while living in the hope and dream of finding 
some other person who can make them great again. 

 This fallacy is confronted head-on as he wraps up Chapter 3 of 1 Corinthians, by clearly 
stating the truth of the matter by proclaiming: 

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in 
your midst? … So then, no more boasting about human leaders! All things are yours, 
whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the fu-
ture—all are yours,  and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God. (1 Corinthians 3:16,21-23 
NIV) 

This is the word of God for you, the people of God. Thanks be to God! 

Amen! Pastor Loren 



BBQ Farewell Picnic 
Sunday, June 27 is going to be Pastor Loren’s last day at the pul-
pit. He is retiring and moving to the Kansas City area. To cele-
brate his retirement you are invited to a BBQ picnic in the shelter 
house after our Sunday church service. Hot dogs, chips, baked 
beans, and brownies will be provided! Bring a lawn chair to 
maximize seating. In case of inclement weather, we will eat in 
the gym. Come help us send Loren and Joyce off! 

Parsonage Projects 

Just like anytime someone moves there are a few projects 
that need to be done at the parsonage to get it ready for 
Pastor Libby. Would you be willing to help? 
Projects we need help with are: 

 Washing windows 

 Wiping down cabinets 

 A little landscaping 

 A few minor maintenance repairs 

Larger projects such as painting the main floor walls and new vinyl flooring will be done pro-
fessionally. Many hands will make these projects light work.  

If you are available between June 3 and June 15 to assist, please let Pat Mills or Steven 
Locklear know.  

Thank you Julie Richardson 

After 8 years, Julie Richardson has resigned as the accountant for 
Church of the Cross.  She has been a wonderful asset to our staff, 
but has decided to devote her time to other interests and her 
family.  We thank her for her service and will miss her greatly.  Her 
last day will be June 4. 
 
Her duties will be transitioned to a new team that is familiar to our 
congregation. Mollie Purcell, Pat Mills, and Shirley Patrick have 
agreed to share her responsibilities while we take a look at our 
needs moving forward. Thanks for their willingness to step in and 
step up during this transition.  
  



2021 Dale and Dorothy Peck Scholarships Awards 
 

Trista Stevenson and Lauren Raubenstine have been awarded $300 in scholarships from the 
Dale and Dorothy Peck Scholarship Fund.  

 

Trista will be transferring from Colby Community College to NEO in Miami, OK to pursue her 
dreams of raising and training horses through the Equine and Ranch Management pro-
gram. 

 

Lauren will be a sophomore at Kansas State University where she is studying Pre-Nursing with 
plans to attend Nursing School.   

 

We are so proud of these young women as they pursue their dreams through education.  
Be sure to congratulate them on their successes during their first year of college and en-
courage them for the future. 

 

If you would like to make a contribution to this fund to ensure future awards, please ear-
mark your donation for Peck Scholarships.  These funds remind our youth that their church 
family supports them as they move forward into adulthood.   

COVID GUIDELINES UPDATE 
 

With the relaxation of mask orders by both the CDC and local and state governments, the 
Leadership Team (LT) carefully considered how COC should proceed in order to protect 
those most vulnerable and yet be reasonable in our approach to gatherings in our building.  
It’s a balancing challenge to be inviting and yet to provide a safe environment for all.  After 
much discussion and prayer, the LT adopted a hybrid approach as follows: 

 Masks should be worn when entering and leaving the building. 

 Once inside a meeting room or the sanctuary, with appropriate social distancing, masks 
may be removed. 

 If singing in worship, masks should be worn. 

 We will encourage anyone to feel more comfortable to wear a mask as they choose. 

 Prepackaged food may be consumed in meetings. 

 If drinks (coffee/tea) are provided, one person should be responsible for serving the 
drinks.  Self-service drinks are not appropriate at this time. 

As conditions change, our protocols will be updated to be either more lax, or more strin-
gent as needed.  Thanks to everyone for your cooperation for operating within these guide-
lines. 



Technology Update 

If you have been watching our online service the 
past two Sunday’s you may have noticed that it is 
even smoother than normal! We just finished our 2nd 
Sunday on fiber internet. While the transition has 
been fantastic for streaming and other computer 
needs at the church it wasn’t without a few hiccups. We were without email for a few days 
and are still working some of the bugs out of that.  

The second part to the fiber update was the ability to have a cloud phone system. It in-
cludes caller ID and the option if no one is available to answer to go straight to the church 
or to Angel Academy. It will also ring Mollie’s cell phone until 5p each weekday and she is 
able to take calls for the church on there. After 5pm and over the weekends the phone will 
automatically give you the option for Church of the Cross or Angel Academy and you can 
leave a message.  

If tech things go over your head here is what the above means to you: 

1. Online church will run smoother. 

2. New phone system means it is easier for you to get hold of people. 

Work in Progress 

When the new fiber line was going in they discovered that the gas line was in need of re-
placing. Kansas Gas Service has been hard at work for the last week replacing the line. 
They have started to fill in the holes that they had to dig, but it is still a work in progress. 
Please be cautious of the barriers. If you are coming to the church Monday - Friday be-
tween 9am and 1pm and they are out front working please go to the back door and ring 
the bell to get in.  

Thank you to Steven Locklear and Pat Mills for running point on this project. 



Name Tags 
With the arrival of Pastor Libby the name tags in the case on the 
back wall of the Narthex have been redone. There is a list in alpha-
betical order by last name. Each family has their own number and 
will find their name tags in the corresponding box. There are two 
types of name tag hardware for you to choose from, lanyards and 
clips. Please pick one and affix it to your name tag. After church 
put your name tag with the hardware still attached back into your numbered box. If you do 
not find your name on the list please let Mollie know so that she can make name tags for 
you or your family. We may know each other and we may learn Pastor Libby’s name real 
fast, but she has a lot of us to get to know!  

Blessings to Others 

During Advent the congregation was asked to drop off items for the 
blessing box. Much like the loaves of bread this blessing has multi-
plied. We haven’t been without items for the blessing box since 
then.   

As we move into summer and warmer weather there are a few 
items that would be nice to put into the box that we don’t currently 

have. If you would like to drop off these items on Sunday mornings please put them on the 
table at the back of the narthex.  

 Canned food with a pop top 

 Band-Aids 

 Hats with a brim 

 Bottled water 

 Small bottles of sunscreen 

 Small bottles of insect repellent  

 Individually wrapped moist towelettes 

Please avoid anything that could melt or spoil in the heat.  

It is amazing how many people rely on the blessing box and how many people also stop to 
fill it that do not have an affiliation to Church of the Cross. With school out the demand for 
blessings will continue to rise over the summer.  
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If you would like to give online please visit www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving 
to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary April 30, 2021 
   3  

  2021 2020 

  April  
YTD  

Actual 
YTD Budg-

et Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     14,634   $   59,189   $   63,333   $     67,286  
 Angel Academy Income         15,331        57,741        50,000         66,201  
 Other Income (Expense)             844          3,873          3,833           3,518  

Total Income        30,809      120,803      117,166        137,005  
         

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff        11,481        45,138        48,283         51,315  
Operating & Education          1,696          5,876          6,133          (2,514) 
Buildings & Grounds          4,909        18,844        19,487         19,396  
Conference Missions & Ministry               90          1,470          2,533           1,577  
 Angel Academy Expense         15,331        57,741        50,000         66,201  
 Unbudgeted Expenses /(PPP 
Loan)           (4,242)      (29,197)            167                -    
                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        29,265        99,872      126,603        135,975  
         
Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $      1,544   $   20,931   $    (9,437)  $      1,030  
         

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $59,522      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $201,319      
 Memorial Funds    $19,017      
 Trustee Building Fund    $13,438      

 Total Cash & Investments     $  293,296      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

COC Sta f f  
 

Rev.  Lo ren Drummond - Pastor  
ld rummond@greatp la insumc.org  

Lay la Peppers -  Angel  Academy Di rector  
lay la.peppers@coc-sa l ina.org  

Ju l ie  R ichardson -  Accountant                                                                                                   
ju l ie . r ichardson@coc -sa l ina.o rg  

Mol l ie  Purcel l  -  Admini s t rat ive Ass i s tant  
mol l ie .purcel l@coc-sa l ina.org  

785-825-5170  

Pat  Mi l l s  -  Leadersh ip Counci l  Chai r  
pmi l l s2222@cox.net  

785-819-4454  

Judy Beck -  Lay  Leader  
l kbeckfam@gmai l .com  

785-452-5384  


