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Church Will Re-Open – Just Not Yet 
 

The Leadership Council met last week and discussed our strategy for re-opening the church.  
In an effort to protect our members, we will continue to be cautious and will begin in-person 
Worship no sooner than June 30, or when we “Phase-Out” from recommended restrictions.  
Because guidelines change frequently, we will continue to monitor the best-practices  
recommendations.  Once we begin in house worship, we are working on exciting new  
technology upgrades that will allow live streaming of our services to allow those who desire 
to continue to experience worship service live from their homes. 

 

Small Group Meetings may meet effective immediately in the church by adhering to the 
following precautions.     

All meetings will be in the gym (hard surfaces can be more effectively disinfected  
between uses) and access to all groups should be restricted to the south end of the 
building  

Facemasks are recommended and will be available as needed  
Group meeting sizes must comply with the Phase-In meeting size requirements  
Hand Sanitizer and disinfectant wipes are available 
Only hard surface chairs will be used to allow proper disinfecting after each use 
The providing of food and drinks is discouraged.  No self-service should be permitted.  If 

served, drinks should have lids 
Kitchen use should be kept to a minimum.  Persons should not be allowed to congregate 

in the kitchen 
One person should be designated to open the doors for persons arriving and departing 

All meetings should be scheduled through Mollie in order that we ensure cleaning and  
disinfecting of the area is done after each meeting.  Your help in ensuring these precautions 
are abided by will help to keep everyone safe. 



June 2020 Newsletter Article JUST USE YOUR KEYS 
This morning Moka (our almost 2-year-old chocolate Lab) and I walked around the corner of our 
house headed for the vestibule where we store her tennis balls and the launcher I use to lob 
them (and pick them up after she’s covered them in slobber). Upon arriving at the door, Moka 
impatiently insisted I hurry the process along. Trying to appease Her Highness, I stepped up my 
pace a bit and, in the process, lost my focus. After fumbling to get my keys out and insert them 
in the door lock, I found it to be non-cooperative. Sharpening my focus, I saw that I had inserted 
my church office door key into the lock, not the key that unlocks the doors of the parsonage. 
When I stopped using the key that didn’t work and began using the one that did, Moka and I 
were able to accomplish our mission. 

Later as I was taking my daily walk through the community, my mind returned to the keys inci-
dent and it occurred to me that had I not been able to compartmentalize Moka’s rude insist-
ence that I hurry ; had I not calmed my reptile brain’s fight or flight response long enough to  
recognize I was using the wrong key, I still could have  obtained my objective; could have still 
gotten into the storage area.  

Keys that fit in and operate locks are but one way of opening doors! I could have picked up a 
hammer or a rock and beat on the lock until it failed. I could have taken a run at the door and 
broken the door jamb or, perhaps, popped it off its hinges. That would have gotten me into the 
storage area. But… that would have left us with an open door through which any person or any 
critter could have entered at will during nightfall. As I considered these other door opening op-
tions, I was glad I hadn’t resorted to such extreme measures and used the key instead.  

Right now, in America, and for many centuries prior to this time, there’s been a group of people 
standing outside the door marked, The American Dream. People who know that on the other 
side of the door are things as desirable to them as a tennis ball is to a dog; things infinitely-more 
important to their anticipated life-spans and quality of daily life than any toy could ever be to 
any dog. Things like access to: vocational and economic opportunities, to quality educational 
programs, to adequate housing, first-rate healthcare and an ability to live, move and have their 
being in environment free of prejudice, free of the humiliation of discrimination, domination, 
subjugation, and damnation.   

We, in the Christian Church, have a familial lineage that goes all the way back to our faith’s 
founders (who, for the record are the Disciples who upon receiving the Holy Spirit became the 
original Apostles, not Jesus who used them to form the faith’s foundation.)  As such, we along 
with the Apostle Peter have been entrusted with the gift and obligation bestowed on him, as 
Jesus said to him, “ I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

WE HAVE THE KEYS TO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN—YES THESE ARE CAPITAL LETTERS. 
YES, I AM SHOUTING. YES, I AM REPEATING MYSELF! WE. HAVE. THE. KEYS. TO. THE. KINGDOM! 

Whatever we loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Whatever we bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven! Our brothers and sisters of color never-ever should have been locked out of the life 
which we in the light-hued majority take for granted.  

Right-here-and-right now, are the place and the moment for us live-into and out-of the responsi-
bilities we have as holders of the keys. There is no need for anyone to have to smash open locks; 
there is no need for anyone to have to break down doors if we will but do that which we have 
empowered  and commissioned to do by  the word and the power of our Lord and Savior—
Jesus Christ.  Loosen love, bind hatred an oppression. Use your keys my friends!  

In Christ’s service, Pastor Loren 



Playground Clean-up and Hotdogs! 
Wednesday, June 10 from 5p - 7p come help clean-up the playground to get it ready for 
summer. Help pick up sticks and generally make it look great. After we are done cleaning 
up stick around and we will grill hotdogs. Since we will be outside maintaining social dis-
tancing won’t be hard at all! Many hands make light work. We hope to see you then! 



What’s Happening with Youth and Young Adults: 
 
Hey everyone! I see the world trying to find a new normal to hang onto, and I know that life, 
and church, and youth group will always be a little different, and I think that is A-Okay! The 
youth ministry team is working to try to stay in touch with our youth, and find new and differ-
ent ways to meet the needs of our young people. We will continue to meet digitally and or 
in social distanced ways for as long as we feel like it’s needed. Our group really enjoyed sit-
ting apart in lawn chairs and talking about the issues of our world last Sunday by the shelter 
house. We shared ice cream treats and just laid eyes on one another. I hope these kinds of 
adventures can continue and grow. If you are a middle schooler, high schooler or college 
aged student who would like to join us, we would LOVE to have you! Send me a message 
at 785-452-1782. I will keep you up to date on what we’re doing and when we’re doing it! 
Know that I am praying for all of you daily and if there is anything we can do to meet a 
need, please don’t hesitate to contact me! 
Blessings, 
Robin Cates 

Join Robin every Wednesday 
morning at 9:30 on Facebook 
Live for morning devotions! It's 
fun I swear, and a good start 

to the day! 

Well, we made it! As unconventional as the end of the school year 
was, we made it. We wrapped up the school year with a drive up 
graduation to send all of our angels off to summer break. It was very 
well attended and very much appreciated by kiddos and families!  

 

Please be praying with us as we wait to see what the plan passed down looks like for the 
fall. We believe that God is in control and he is not surprised by this crazy new normal. We 
will let you all know as soon as we know what the expectations are. We are hoping to start 
as normal and continue to enroll students. We have a few spots available for 4 year olds, so 
if you know a preschooler who needs a school, we would love to chat with them. 

Thank you for all your support! 
Layla Peppers 



 
Sylvia Rice 

The Brockway Family 
Bob and Tammy Conner 

Kathy Kresky 
George Purcell 

Join us online for all your COC needs! 
 
Visit www.coc-salina.org and scroll down  
on the main page to find a links to the  
following: 
 

 Sunday Service 

 Weekly bulletin with lyrics 

 Give online 

 Online Viewing Attendance Form that 
also lets you send prayer requests 

PPP Loan Helps with Payroll & Utilities 
The church applied for and received a forgivable loan through the Payroll Protection Pro-
gram made available for COVID-19 relief.  This loan has allowed us to continue compensat-
ing all staff and receiving relief for our utility costs during the shut-down.  With the help from 
the loan, Angel Academy was able to complete the school year using on-line teaching and 
other techniques while offering a tuition break for our kiddos due to the revised format of 
the program.  This loan has helped us sustain our operations and allow us to be poised to 
move forward positively.   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu  F r i  Sat  

 1  2  
Byron  Nor r i s  
 
Renae  
Raubenst ine  

3  
R i ta   
Northup 

4  5  6  

7  8  
Greer   
K je l lberg  

9  
Sy lv ia  R ice  

10  
R ich R ice  
 
Corey  
Wi lcox  

11  12  13  

14  15  
Judy  
P lankenhorn  
 
Sara Gaul t  

16  17  
Dave Rutz  

18  
T r i s ta   
S tevenson 

19  
T ina F rank l in  
 
S teven 
Lock lear  

20  
Sarah Fas t  
 
Ronald K le in  

21  
Ken Beck 

22  
B i l l  Bu r rows  

23  24  
J im  
Raubenst ine  
 
Ju l ie  Rowe 

25  26  
Sher ry  
Cates  
 
Lev i   
Sanneman 

27  
C laudine  
Ashcraf t  

28  
B ruce 
Fast  

29  30  
Kat ie  Fast  
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While we are unable to meet in person we continue to have an online service and continue 
to run the every day functions of the church. If you would like to give online please visit 

www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary April 30, 2020 
     

  2020 2019 

  April 
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     14,673   $   67,286   $   77,333   $     78,315  
 Angel Academy Income         18,153        66,201        78,000         62,947  
 Other Income (Expense)             681          3,518          4,493           3,441  

Total Income        33,507      137,005      159,826        144,703  
         

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff        11,399        51,315        57,735         63,022  
Operating & Education             830          4,203          6,000           5,286  
Buildings & Grounds          4,127        19,396        21,067         18,090  
Conference Missions & Ministry               95          1,577          2,320                80  
 Angel Academy Expense         18,153        66,201        78,000         62,947  
 Unbudgeted Expenses (PPP Loan)           (6,812)        (6,812)                 -    
                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        27,887      135,975      165,122        149,425  
         

Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $      5,620   $     1,030   $    (5,296)  $     (4,722) 
        

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $18,694      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $149,392      
 Memorial Funds    $23,670      

 Trustee Building Fund    $6,811      
 Total Cash & Investments     $  198,567      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

We look forward to when we can all worship together 
in person.  Until then if you need anything please let us 

know and we will do what we can to help! 


