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785-825-5170 
Friends, 

Over the last few months beginning just after Easter I have been involved in two continuing 
education activities. One is to begin the coursework to be certified in Spiritual Direction and the 
other is the Clergy Financial Wellness initiative. Both studies afford me the opportunity to see the 
world from different perspectives as we read various books and we engage through reflecting on 
what we have read and how that will help us into the future personally and as we walk with others. 

Both classes have called us to look more deeply into who we are in God’s eyes and how we can 
help those we are in ministry with to grow in deeper relationships with one another, but even more 
importantly with God. Even though that is a true desire for me, and I imagine you, it is a difficult 
journey. It is difficult to set time aside to spend with someone we don’t physically see and who we 
may not experience in any other way than through the Scripture or a song. This is why I like us to talk 
about God sightings in worship because it helps us to know God is still working in and through us and 
God wants to know us more deeply. Most of all we know God is not going anywhere, not matter 
what we are facing God is still right by our side. 

As we have had conversations about the future of our church there has been a lot of talk about 
growth. Some people may be concerned about the number of people, but I always think about 
how we are growing personally in our relationships with God by taking time to allow the scripture 
and the stories of our ancestors in faith to become more than the written word, to become the truth 
we experience and live into each day. I want to get to know so many of you so much more 
because as our relationships grow so does our understanding of God. I really love to hear your 
stories, to teach, to talk about scripture, and to discuss some of the questions I have for God that 
don’t have clear answers in scripture or songs unless we study more deeply. I find elusive answers 
are often found in the everyday life stories of the people we know who share their experiences. 
Would you be interested in joining me for a class where we could get to know each other better, to 
explore scripture and the work of the saints who have gone before us to see how we might gain a 
better understanding of the questions that weigh heavily on our minds? We may not find the 
answers, but it will help us to grow deeper in faith and relationship with God and one another as we 
walk together in faith. If you are interested, call, email, or text me before the end of July. I will then 
invite us all to discuss where to start and then let the Holy Spirit lead us forward in determining what 
we study and a good time for everyone to meet. Please gift me with your presence as God remains 
present with us.  

May the grace and peace of Christ continue to live in you as we grow toward God whose steadfast 
love sustains us and opens our hearts to follow the Holy Spirit into the next new adventure. 

Call me! Love, Pastor Libby 



Congregational Conversations 

Wow! Wow! Thank you so much to all the people who joined us on June 25 to talk about our 
church and to focus in on the values that are most important to us as a church community 
and to talk about our future. We lifted up the following six values as foundational to who we 
are as a church. 

Trust through authenticity in our relationships. 

Spiritual Growth with a focus on prayer. 

Commitment—willing to work hard for our ministries and being consistently involved 

Loving Everyone—creating inviting spaces for all and offering a warm and caring welcome. 

Positivity—Focusing on gratitude for how God has blessed us. 

Giving—generously gifting our time, talent, and money to support our God’s work thru us. 
 

We had a great time talking about the people who have influenced our spiritual journey. 
We paused for a time to consider the grief we have experienced from before covid, 
through covid, and how fellowship has helped us through. This was followed by a brief 
healing service where the Holy Spirit was strongly felt among us.  

From these discussions we talked about ministries we could bring back and those to explore 
for a growing future. 

We also were able to share a bountiful meal with smoked pork provided by Dalton and 
Kirsty Hartly and other delicious offerings from others who joined in strengthening our church 
for the future.  

I am so grateful for your faithful work and support of our joy filled future as we build 
relationships and grow in understanding of the abundance that God has blessed us with in 
the past, now, and that we expect in the future. Grow with God, Pastor Libby 

Thank you to all who volunteer to help 
with Young Disciples. If you would like to 

lead a Young Disciples time during a 
Sunday Service please contact Sara 

Gault at 785-342-6226. 



Ministry in Action 

Back Pack Give Away 

In just a few short weeks it will be time again for our BackPack Give Away. Last year we re-
ceived a $1,000 grant to help us offer this assistance to our community once again. Last 
year we had a wonderful turnout and had much to offer because of the phenomenal    
giving of our church family, we served around 150 people.  

Some items are much more economical to buy in bulk so we will plan to do that again this 
year. If you would like to give a financial gift we will put the Power of One jar out to collect 
funds. 

If you are like me and love to purchase school supplies here are the items we will be col-
lecting over the next few weeks, though any donations are welcome! 

July 10 Dry Erase Markers (black) and Highlighters (Yellow) 

July 17 Pocket Folders (single) and Pocket Folders (two with 3 brads) 

July 24 Glue Sticks (standard size) and colored pencils (12 pak) 

Welcome to our New Outreach Coordinator 

We hired Udana Arceo to be our new Outreach 
Coordinator beginning on July 1, though she came a 
week early to participate in our Community 
Conversations on June 25, where some folks got an 
early introduction. 

Udana shares this with us as she begins her ministry. “I 
draw from my life experiences to help others enhance 
their spiritual growth.  I open the lines of communication 
to work collaboratively to get projects done. I have 
experience in peer consultation, team building, 

personal development and strategic implementation. 

My downtime includes spending time with my four kids and spouse of 19 years. Previous 
employment experiences include Fletcher and Associates, Blue Cross Blue Shield of KS, and 
City of Salina Parks and Recreation.  

I enjoy swimming with my kids.  We live on a small ranch and have animals; horses, 
peacocks, a few cows, chickens. My superpower is healing.” 

Udana has already been out meeting some of the community leaders in our 
neighborhood. 



New Bishops to be Elected 

The South Central Jurisdiction Committee on 
Episcopacy has decided, in consultation with its 
bishops, to recommend that the jurisdictional 
conference elect three new bishops in November 
2022. Our previous District Superintendent and now 
Assistant to the and Clergy Excellence, Rev. Dee 
Williamston will be one of the candidates. Rev. 
Williamston was endorsed by the Great Plains 
Conference of the UMC at Annual Conference.  

With three elections, the South Central Jurisdiction – which includes the Great Plains 
Conference -- would have a total of nine bishops available to be assigned to nine of the 10 
current episcopal areas. 

Citing missional reasons, the committee decided the 10th episcopal area will be left open 
with episcopal coverage to be determined after jurisdictional conference, Nov. 2-4.  

Build a grass roots movement to help engage faith communities, mental health providers, 
NAMI members, and community partners in building a sustainable community coalition.  

Peck Scholarship 
Congratulations to Trista Stevenson! She was awarded the Dale Peck Scholarship for this 
upcoming school year. We hope you have a great year! 
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VANCO GIVING ONLINE  
We have had great response to our online eGiving platform through Vanco.  Thank you for 
your support. Through your contributions, we’re able to share the message of our faith to our 
congregation and the larger community, giving people the strength and compassion 
needed to make it through difficult times such as these. 

Vanco provides tools to make giving simple even when you’re unable to attend church. 
Their eGiving is safe and secure, and it allows you to designate your contribution to the 
church funds you’re most passionate about.   

eGiving lets you set up one-time or recurring giving through... 

 Mobile app – Download the GivePlus Mobile App on the App Store or on Google Play, 
enter the zip code for our church [67401] and give. 

 www.coc-salina.org  – Easily enter your donation from our website. 

 
You can contact Mollie or Pat at 785.825.5170 so we can give you more information or help 
you get set up. Thank you again for supporting Church of the Cross and the community 
we’ve all worked so hard to nurture. 

We need your gifts! 
Friends, we are looking for folks who 
can help us with Sunday worship.  

Come and hang out with some cool 
folks and help run the Camera, 
PowerPoint, and Sound Board. We 
will train you and you will help others 
to have a break once and awhile. 

We are also looking for a lead 
vocalist or others who would like to 
share their gifts of music to enhance 
our worship. 

 

Blessing Box Needs 

Canned Fruit  

Peanut Butter 

Canned Vegetables 

Bread or Crackers 

Grab-n-Go snacks 

August Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the August newsletter is Monday, July 
25. Please make sure anything you have for the 
newsletter is submitted to the church office by 
9:30am.on July 25. 

More Exciting News from Healthy Congregations 

We celebrate the completion of training by Sara 
Gault, Sherry Cates, and Pastor Libby who help us 
round out our three person team along with Judy 
Plankenhorn who was previously certified. (Pastors 
don’t count as members but we can be certified.) 

We will celebrate the work of our members to re-
establish our team so that we are in line not only for 
the $1,000 a year grant but for other grant options 
as they come along like the grant we received for 
the garden that we will be completing this month.  

Our hope is to support our church and community 
as we grow in our offerings of healthy living options. 
Anything from fresh produce to understanding 
things that impact our health and livelihood as we 
offer resources and classes to benefit all.   



What does the UMC say about abortion? 
From the UMC Social Principles 

Abor on 
The beginning of life and the ending of life are the God-given boundaries of human existence. While 
individuals have always had some degree of control over when they would die, they now have the 
awesome power to determine when and even whether new individuals will be born. Our belief in the 
sanctity of unborn human life makes us reluctant to approve abortion. 

But we are equally bound to respect the sacredness of the life and well-being of the mother and the 
unborn child. 

We recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that may justify abortion, and in such cases we support 
the legal option of abortion under proper medical procedures by certified medical providers. We 
support parental, guardian, or other responsible adult notification and consent before abortions can 
be performed on girls who have not yet reached the age of legal adulthood. We cannot affirm 
abortion as an acceptable means of birth control, and we unconditionally reject it as a means of 
gender selection or eugenics (see Resolution 3184). 

We oppose the use of late-term abortion known as dilation and extraction (partial-birth abortion) and 
call for the end of this practice except when the physical life of the mother is in danger and no other 
medical procedure is available, or in the case of severe fetal anomalies incompatible with life. This 
procedure shall be performed only by certified medical providers. Before providing their services, 
abortion providers should be required to offer women the option of anesthesia. 

We call all Christians to a searching and prayerful inquiry into the sorts of conditions that may cause 
them to consider abortion. We entrust God to provide guidance, wisdom, and discernment to those 
facing an unintended pregnancy. 

The Church shall offer ministries to reduce unintended pregnancies. We commit our Church to 
continue to provide nurturing ministries to those who terminate a pregnancy, to those in the midst of 
a crisis pregnancy, and to those who give birth. 

We mourn and are committed to promoting the diminishment of high abortion rates. The Church 
shall encourage ministries to reduce unintended pregnancies such as comprehensive, age-
appropriate sexuality education, advocacy in regard to contraception, and support of initiatives that 
enhance the quality of life for all women and girls around the globe. 

Young adult women disproportionately face situations in which they feel that they have no choice 
due to financial, educational, relational, or other circumstances beyond their control. The Church 
and its local congregations and campus ministries should be in the forefront of supporting existing 
ministries and developing new ministries that help such women in their communities. They should 
also support those crisis pregnancy centers and pregnancy resource centers that compassionately 
help women explore all options related to unplanned pregnancy. We particularly encourage the 
Church, the government, and social service agencies to support and facilitate the option of adoption. 
(See ¶ 161L.) We affirm and encourage the Church to assist the ministry of crisis pregnancy centers 
and pregnancy resource centers that compassionately help women find feasible alternatives to 
abortion. 

Governmental laws and regulations do not provide all the guidance required by the informed 
Christian conscience. Therefore, a decision concerning abortion should be made only after 
thoughtful and prayerful consideration by the parties involved, with medical, family, pastoral, and 
other appropriate counsel.        (cont. on next page) 



Ministry to Those Who Have Experienced an Abor on 

We urge local pastors to become informed about the symptoms and behaviors associated with post
-abortion stress. We commit our Church to continue to provide nurturing ministries to those who 
terminate a pregnancy, to those in the midst of a crisis pregnancy, and to those who give birth. We 
further encourage local churches to make available contact information for counseling agencies that 
offer programs to address post-abortion stress for all seeking help. 

H o w  c a n  I  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  s l l  i n  U k r a i n e  a n d  t h o s e  fl e e i n g  t h e  v i o l e n c e ?  

At this me, all gi s to UMCOR’s Interna onal Disaster Response and Recovery Advance will be used to assist 
those who remain in Ukraine and those who have fled the violence to neighboring na ons. Gi s can be made 
in the following ways: 

Online at h ps://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450 
 By toll-free telephone call: 1-888-252-6174 

 By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” wri en on the memo 
line and mailed to Global Ministries/UMCOR, GPO, P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068 

By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” wri en on the memo line 
and given to any United Methodist church. 

YMCA Daycare -  
The YMCA Daycare opening expected in August. New staff has been hired and training has 
continued by the YMCA. We continue to work on painting and putting together resources 
to be ready to house the new daycare. This is such a blessed time for our church as our gift 
of space and value of supporting the community come together to provide this much 
needed resource. Please pray for all those working to bring this together and give thanks for 
our abundant gifts.  

UMW– United Women of Faith July Activity 
Tuesday, July 12th at 9 am UMW will be cleaning up the kitchen and making sure everything 
is in order so when the daycare begins they will have a place ready to work. Thank you all 
for your ongoing commitment to keep our kitchen in good shape! 

Boy Scouts  
We are grateful to share that the Boy Scouts of America and the UMC have come to a 
new understanding of how we will work together. Instead of “chartering” BSA units will affili-
ate with churches and we will continue to support the scouts as we partner together. New 
protections are in place for participants and affiliate organizations to prevent future harm.   



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 
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COC Sta f f  
 

Pastor  L ibby Oberdor f  -  Pastor  
Of f ice Hours  Monday 9am -1pm 

Tuesday 9am -  1pm 
pastor l ibbyoberdor f@gmai l .com  

785-564-1977  

Mol l ie  Purcel l  -  Admini s t rat ive Ass i s tant  
 Of f ice Hours  Monday -  F r iday 9am -  1pm 

mol l ie .purcel l@coc -sa l ina.org  
785-825-5170  

Pat  Mi l l s  -  Leadersh ip Counci l  Chai r  
pmi l l s2222@cox.net  

785-819-4454  

Judy Beck -  Lay  Leader  
l kbeckfam@gmai l .com  

785-452-5384  


