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Find the needle 

Somewhere in this issue of The Messenger you will find a needle like the one pictured below. 
Email mollie.purcell@coc-salina.org and let her know where you found it! The first three to 
email Mollie will win a special prize! 

Summer Season is here 
and traveling is once 

again happening. One 
thing you don’t have to 

leave behind as you 
head off on a trip or to a 

ball game is your 
Church of the Cross 

family! Join us online on 
Facebook and 

YouTube. If you can’t 
watch live, the service 

will be there for you 
when you can! 



Friends, 

Today is day two of my “official” ministry with you, though I have been in the commu-
nity already for a couple of weeks and have held you in my prayers much longer. I am so 
thankful for the welcome I received with everything I might need while moving in, from items 
for lunch to toilet paper and trash bags. Cleanliness is next to Godliness, right? Additionally, I 
was gifted with several gift cards to help me explore local eateries in the Salina community. I 
love an adventure and I am looking forward to getting more familiar with the community 
and all of you.  

I am so thankful for the opportunity to join you all for worship last Sunday as Pastor Lor-
en passed on to me a stole as a symbol of the role I have been entrusted with as your new 
pastor.  My daughter and her family, along with a good friend, were able to share this holy 
moment as I stood before you ready to begin my service. What a joy it was to share that 
moment amid worship as we encountered God with joy and love!  

Sunday, July 4, will be my first Sunday to preside at worship, though we will wait until 
July 11 to have a Celebration of Appointment since we know many folks will be celebrating 
the 4th of July and may not be able to join us for worship. I have enjoyed getting to know 
many people already and I am looking forward to getting out and about to meet folks in 
their homes as well as to connect with you for upcoming gatherings as we get to know 
each other.  I am planning to have scheduled office hours on Monday from 9-1 and Tues-
day from 2-5, I know I am going to need Mollie’s expertise.  Some of you may just want to 
drop in, which is great. However, if you really want to visit with me call ahead and I will save 
a place for you. Beyond office hours I am happy to meet with you at your home or your fa-
vorite hangout. 

I know that transitions can be difficult, especially in this time following Covid when so 
much in the past year and a half has been so chaotic. It challenged me as a pastor and led 
me to deeper understanding of what it means to truly lean on God when ministry had to be 
done in new ways. What sustains me in times of change like this is the certainty that God 
can make a way out of no way. God continually calls me and us to change as we are trans-
formed by the love of God, so that we can go into the world to share God’s love as we find 
love in the world around us. 

This Sunday I will share a prayer by Ted Loder in worship called “Help Me to Believe in 
Beginnings” which encourages me and helps me to see God in times of transition. For now, I 
will share how the prayer ends “Help me to believe in beginnings, to make a beginning, to 
be a beginning, so that I may not just grow old, but grow new each day of this wild, amaz-
ing life you call me to live with the passion of Jesus Christ.” God’s guidance and presence 
are amazing, and I pray I can truly live it with the passion of Jesus Christ. 

     +Love, 

     Pastor Libby 



A Message from Pastor Loren About Angel Academy 
 
John Lennon’s last album, Double Fantasy, recorded shortly before his death contains a song that is 
among the most touching and endearing composition in his large body of work. In the song, Beauti-
ful Boy, written-to-and-about his son, Sean, Lennon explains, “Life is what happens to you while 
you're busy making other plans.” The longer I live the more I realize, life is what happens to us while 
we’re busy making other plans! 
Today, I am saddened to say that life has happened to us as I regretfully announce that our Angel 
Academy Preschool will be entering into a fallow season at the end of July due to staffing issues. Af-
ter 18 years of combined service, serving as an Angel Academy teacher and the ministry’s director, 
Miss Layla has opted to engage a new opportunity with her home church, serving as the director of 
their startup preschool.  We wish Miss Layla much success in this endeavor.  Unfortunately, upon los-
ing their ministry leader, all of the Angel Academy teaching staff has also resigned.  They have cho-
sen to take this opportunity to pursue other activities.  We are saddened to lose this team of dedi-
cated and caring teachers and also wish them well. 
As COC and Angel Academy’s leadership teams have begun carefully and prayerfully considering 
the best path forward for COC and the children and families that are being impacted by these 
events, we decided that it was in these family’s best interest to encourage them to find an alterna-
tive preschool for their children.  One of our primary concerns in this decision-making process was 
that of being able to maintain the level of quality experience upon which our preschool reputation 
has been built.  
 Recognizing that hiring a new director and staff with less than 6 weeks before school resumes and 
expecting them to produce a high-quality educational experience, in a time and an employment 
market suffering an extreme shortage of qualified preschool workers, was just not feasible, we deter-
mined that looking for a quick fix was not in the best interests of anyone.  
 We have opted, instead, to take a preschool ministry hiatus; to enter into a period of exploring the 
needs of families in the Salina area so we can create a ministry initiative that will allow us offer a 
new and improved version of Angel Academy. Our vision is for this new ministry to become a central 
part of COC’s plan for living-into the long-term opportunity God is giving us to envision and design a 
robust children’s program; a program which will be an integral part of our church and our communi-
ty. 
Rest assured, friends, in knowing that COC is not walking away from children’s ministry! The plans be-
ing formulated will allow us to once again offer a premiere option for parents in need of daily faith-
based care and formation for their children. Also rest assured that we are not unique in our situation. 
Our sister UMC congregation in Topeka, Countryside, has recently taken a preschool ministry hiatus 
after their preschool director’s resignation. 
 The path chosen by Pastor Paul Wilke and his leadership team during their hiatus is inspiring COC’s 
leadership team as Countryside’s time of discerning and dreaming is coming to an end with the im-
minent launching of their new children’s ministry—a hybrid offering that will allow parents to choose 
between enrolling their children in a preschool track or an all-day daycare program. 
While I (Pastor Loren) will not be an instrumental part of COC Leadership Teams’ dreaming, discern-
ing and doing in bringing this new and improved ministry into being, I know that this team, in con-
junction with the leadership of Pastor Libby, is more than capable of responding to life’s surprise in 
creative and innovative ways. In ways that will allow COC and the Angel Academy brand to re-
main well-respected providers of quality care to children and families. 
My prayers remain with The Church of the Cross and Angel Academy leadership teams as they 
faithfully navigate this new opportunity for COC. 
In Christ, 
 Pastor Loren 



Young Disciple Ministry (formerly Children’s Message) 
July 26th at 6pm in the Youth Room there will be a meeting for anyone who has presented a 
children’s message on Sunday mornings. However, this is also an OPEN INVITATION to any-
one who would feels called to help in this area of ministry. The purpose of this meeting is to 
discuss, plan, and enhance the current ministry. Please come to share your thoughts and 
see where this ministry is going! 

TLC Is Back In Person! 
TLC has returned to the building for weekly Thursday morning meetings in the Webster room! 
While they have enjoyed meeting weekly on Zoom they are thrilled to be face-to-face after 
the 12-18 months they were apart. 

Bring your own coffee, tea, water, etc. and join in the fellowship and sharing of joys and 
concerns. They “officially” start at 10am, but the fellowship typically starts earlier than that! 

Freedom Initiative - Craft Sale 
The Freedom Initiative is busy working on projects to sell at their craft sale on October 23. 
They have a few items they need: 

 Old Jeans - It doesn’t matter the size or condition. They are planning to use the seams. 

 Scrap pieces of 2x4’s - They can be any size. 

Donations can be dropped off at the church between 9:30am and 1pm Monday - Friday or 
Sunday mornings. If you need to have items picked up please call the church office to 
schedule a pickup.  

Volunteers Needed 
We are looking for volunteers for the following areas: 

 Sunday morning audio/video platform - This is a very easy task that Mollie will train you 
on. We have jobs for all skill levels! 

 Sanctuary Care - This would involve making sure the candles are filled, communion ele-
ments are ready, and other sanctuary needs are met. 

 Liturgists, song leaders, and young disciple leaders - If you have been sitting on the side-
lines thinking “I can totally do that” now is the time to let us know!  

If any of these sound like something you are called to do please contact Mollie in the 
church office: 785-825-5170. 



Pastor Loren’s Retirement 
On Sunday, June 27 we said 
happy retirement to Pastor Loren 
Drummond. During service there 
was a “socially distanced” laying 
of hands on Pastor Loren and 
Pastor Libby. After service a BBQ 
lunch was held with many peo-
ple coming to wish Loren and 
Joyce a fond farewell. He was 
gifted a framed photo of Joyce 
and himself with wishes written 
on the mat along with gift cards 
to his favorite music location in 
Kansas City and Nebraska Furni-
ture Mart to help furnish their 
Kansas City home. Grady’s Place 
was full of life as the young disci-
ples of Church of the Cross 
played and laughed. Thank you 
for the past five years and best 
of luck in your future! 



Name Tags 
With the arrival of Pastor Libby the name tags in the case on the 
back wall of the Narthex have been redone. There is a list in alpha-
betical order by last name. Each family has their own number and 
will find their name tags in the corresponding box. There are two 
types of name tag hardware for you to choose from, lanyards and 
clips. Please pick one and affix it to your name tag. After church 
put your name tag with the hardware still attached back into your numbered box. If you do 
not find your name on the list please let Mollie know so that she can make name tags for 
you or your family. We may know each other and we may learn Pastor Libby’s name real 
fast, but she has a lot of us to get to know!  

Blessings to Others 

During Advent the congregation was asked to drop off items for the 
blessing box. Much like the loaves of bread this blessing has multi-
plied. We haven’t been without items for the blessing box since 
then.   

As we move into summer and warmer weather there are a few 
items that would be nice to put into the box that we don’t currently 

have. If you would like to drop off these items on Sunday mornings please put them on the 
table at the back of the narthex.  

 Canned food with a pop top 

 Band-Aids 

 Hats with a brim 

 Bottled water 

 Small bottles of sunscreen 

 Small bottles of insect repellent  

 Individually wrapped moist towelettes 

Please avoid anything that could melt or spoil in the heat.  

It is amazing how many people rely on the blessing box and how many people also stop to 
fill it that do not have an affiliation to Church of the Cross. With school out the demand for 
blessings will continue to rise over the summer.  
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If you would like to give online please visit www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving 
to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary  June 30, 2021 
     

  2021 2020 

  June 
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     11,837   $   86,238   $   95,000   $     97,401  
 Angel Academy Income           4,351        78,987        75,000         97,987  
 Other Income (Expense)          1,120          6,337          5,750           6,338  

Total Income        17,308      171,562      175,750        201,726  

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff        10,089        66,363        72,424         78,512  
Office             148          2,268          3,375           2,401  
Technology             537          4,672          3,925           3,446  
Buildings & Grounds          4,046        25,737        27,980         24,625  
Worship/Mission/Outreach               78             753          1,900           1,717  
Conference Missions & Ministry             145          1,735          3,800           1,622  
 Angel Academy Expense           4,351        78,987        75,000         97,987  
 Unbudgeted Expenses /(PPP Loan)                 -         (29,149)            250        (37,495) 

Total Expenditures        19,394      151,366      188,654        172,815  
         
Excess of Receipts Over Expenses  $     (2,086)  $   20,196   $  (12,904)  $     28,911  
         
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $58,523      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $193,289      
 Memorial Funds    $19,024      

 Trustee Building Fund    $2,841      
 Total Cash & Investments     $  273,677      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 
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Pat  Mi l l s  -  Leadersh ip Counci l  Chai r  
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