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GO TELL JOHN WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN AND HEARD 
Early in the ongoing saga that is the COVID 19 pandemic, when Salina was in  total lockdown mode, 
Joyce and I began a practice foreign to us—that 21st century phenomenon known as binge-
watching. We managed to burn through several Netflix and HBO series during those months of noth-
ing-much-going-on-around- here. None of these series eclipsed the length of Designated Survivor’s 
30 episodes . If you’re into drama this is the series for you! Each episode contains an insane number 
of cataclysmic crises . At the point when we were about three-quarters of the way through the se-
ries, while the world around us saw escalating numbers of  Covid 19 cases and deaths, a crumbling 
economy and bare store shelves ,  
I turned to Joyce and said,  “You know, I feel like we’re living out several episodes of Designated Sur-
vivor all at once.” 
   It’s been suggested  by some (Joyce) that I am afflicted with bibliomania—an addiction to pur-
chasing and hoarding books. If I do have bibliomania, which I dispute, it’s a mild case. I don’t pur-
chase books simply to have them in my possession. I buy them meaning to read them, some day. A 
case in point is Douglas John Halls’ “Waiting for Gospel”, a book I bought in 2012 and recently pulled 
off of my to-read shelf. In this publication, Hall, chronicles the ongoing decline in Church member-
ship and participation prior-to and into the 20th and 21st Centuries by looking to 1st Century Christian 
faith  to identify what’s fallen by the wayside over the years. Hall writes: 

Christianity, as faith centered in Jesus, as the Christ came to be called, got a foothold in the 
world, and for a vital and vocal minority changed the world, because it proclaimed a message 
that awakened men and women to possibilities for human life that they had either lost or never 
entertained. That message the first Christian evangelists (and Jesus himself, according to the 
record) called euangellion—good news, gospel. For its first two or three hundred years, Christian-
ity was largely dependent for its existence upon the new zest for life that was awakened in per-
sons who heard and, were transformed, by that gospel; and at various and sundry points in its 
subsequent history the Christian movement has found itself revitalized by the spirit of that same 
“good news” in ways that spoke to the specifics of their times and places. 

Doctor Hall’s observations about the erosion of gospel in the Church find a scriptural corollary  in 
Luke 18-23, as an imprisoned John the Baptist’s question is brought to Jesus by two of John’s disciples 
who ask Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”  

Jesus’ reply to this question , as it was to be conveyed to John in his prison cell, is as follows:  

Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news brought 
to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me. 

There are any number of modern-day John’s imprisoned in a multitude of  modern-day cells—cells 
of despair, despondency, desperation, doubt, depression, disappointment, disaffiliation and so 
many others. Now is the time the world desperately needs the Church of Jesus Christ to be the eyes 
that see, ears that hear and lips that share the life-renewing and affirming power of God anywhere 
and everywhere that this gospel is at work: in our personal lives, the life of our faith community,  the 
lives of our city, county, country and world.  
  So, let’s shine-up our eyeglasses, clean the wax out of  our ears and clear the phlegm out of our 
throats as together we embark on this adventure of  seeing, hearing and telling the world all about 
the great things God is doing right here and right now; through Jesus Christ and the power of the Ho-
ly Spirit! Amen? Amen! 

PASTOR LOREN DRUMMOND  
 

Douglas John Hall. Wai ng for Gospel: An Appeal to the Dispirited Remnants of Protestant “Establishment” . Cascade Books, an Im-
print of Wipf and Stock Publishers. 



12 Step Program Steps Up 
While we have been shut down, the 12 Step Program has been 
actively meeting and helping around the church.  Members of 
this group, along with other members of the church, have helped 
clean up the playground and providing the muscle to help with 
the installation of the new Technology platform in the Sanctuary.  
We thank them for their help with these projects and rejoice with 
their desire to become an integral part of our church.  Thanks to 
everyone who has helped on these projects! 

R360 Begins  
Due to the shutdown, the R360 Task Force 
was put on hold but is now scheduled to 
begin its work.  This Task Force will examine 
the survey results that the congregation par-
ticipated in early January as we look for ways 
where our church can reach new people in 
new ways.  42 people originally participated 
in the survey.  The Task Force will look for ways 
we can channel our efforts for faithful and 
effective ministries as we move forward in our church.  We are excited to begin these conversations 
under the guidance of our coach, Rick Saylor.  Please pray this team and that we may be open to 
the Spirit as it moves among and within us. 

Thanks to the Lawn Crew 
Even though we’ve not been able to enjoy the use of our facility, 
the lawn crew is doing a fantastic job in keeping the outside looking 
great.  Be sure to thank our volunteers who have helped out this 
year including:  Randy and Julie Rowe, Jim Raubenstine (and fami-
ly), Josh and Kamber Sanneman, Gage Roberts, Marvin Cossaart 
and Dave and Pat Mills.  Also thanks to Linda Reynolds and Joyce 
Drummond for the flowers in the pots in front of the church.  They are 
beautiful and inviting us to all come in!  

Thank you Pat Mills 
While things at the church have been different, one thing has remained the same. Pat Mills has 
been working her tail end off making sure everything is in the best condition it can be in for our re-
turn. She has mowed grass, watered flowers, painted bathrooms, painted tables, moved pews, or-
ganized projects, and any other thing she can find to do. I know she has great help in Dave Mills 
and Marvin Cossaart as well! Thank you for all you do to make sure COC is the best place to be. 



THE FLAMINGO FUNDRAISER IS BACK!! 

We are so excited to deliver some flamingos this July! We are raising money for new furni-
ture to replace our futons in the youth room!! Here’s how it works: 

For $20 we will deliver a flock of flamingos to the yard of your choice! The flock will stay for 2 
days and then moved on to the next scheduled yard. 

Don’t want a flock in your yard?? No problem! You can buy flamingo insurance! For $40 we 
promise your yard will stay flamingo free! 

Our two flocks of flamingos will be moving from yard to yard from July 15th through August 
7th, so space is limited! Get signed up today, by clicking the Flamingo Fundraiser link at the 
bottom of the church website: www.coc-salina.org 

Have questions? Give Robin a holler by phone or text at 785-452-1782 

Join Robin every Wednesday 
morning at 9:30 on Facebook 
Live for morning devotions! It's 
fun I swear, and a good start 

to the day! 

In this time of uncertainty, we are certain of one thing: God is still in control! 
At this point, we are not sure what the start of preschool will look like. Please 
be praying with us for wisdom in this area. All of our spots are full with the ex-
ception of three afternoon five day spots, so we have lots of families count-
ing on us! Our hope would be to start school as normal, because establishing 
a relationship with our kiddos and their families really is a strong indicator of 

success! However, we wait for instructions on safety and best practices. Thank you for your contin-
ued support and encouragement! 

Blessings, 
Layla Peppers 
Angel Academy Director 



 
Bob and Tammy Conner 

George Purcell 
Medical Professionals 

First Responders 
Those experiencing  

social injustices 

Sanctuary Changes 
When you return for worship, you will immediately notice some changes in the Sanctuary.   

The Computer/Soundboard area has been enlarged to enable broadcasting live worship and 
other events through enhanced technology changes.  The Technology Platform has been ex-
panded to accommodate additional equipment which required the removal of a pew.  
Huge thank you to Josh Sanneman for engineering and building the new platform and to Mi-
chael Lamia for leading the research and design of the technology enhancement.  Other 
willing hands included the Kamber Sanneman, 12 Step Group, Steven Locklear, Mollie Purcell, 
Carter Purcell, Marvin Cossaart, Pat Mills and Loren Drummond. 

Accessible Seating is now available in the Sanctuary.  By replacing 2 pews with shorter pews, we 
can now accommodate 4 wheelchairs within the seating areas of the Sanctuary.  As we de-
sire to emphasize the accessibility of our facility, this change will provide a more welcoming 
place for all persons to join in the worship experience.   

Memorials Fund the Technology Changes 
Memorial contributions made on behalf of Aully Holst and Pamela Swindler have been used to fund 
the Technology Platform and Equipment project in the Sanctuary. We are blessed that these persons 
cared so deeply about our church and are thankful that their families desired to enhance our wor-
ship and support this project. 



The Leadership Council has been hard at work developing a reopening plan. It was decided the 
best plan of action was to follow the Governor’s Phase plan and layout what each phase means at 
COC. You will find the information on the next few pages. Currently, Governor Kelly has us in Phase 3. 
This means we will not be holding in-person services at this time. We continue to invite you to watch 

our weekly service on YouTube. You can find more information on that at www.coc-salina.org . If 
you would like to get email messages about reopening please email mollie.purcell@coc-salina.org 

 
We look forward to worshiping in person when it is safe for all of us to be together. 









How to reserve your pew for when we return 
On the next page you will find 
the layout of the sanctuary. Each 
pew has an assigned number L1 - 
L14 are on the left side of the 
sanctuary as you walk in and R1 - 
R17 are on the right side. Pews 
L10 and R7 are setup to  
accommodate wheelchairs or 

walkers so please leave those for people who need them. You will sit on the side where the number 
is on the chart to allow social distancing. So for example L1 would be left side of the church right 
side of the pew and L2 would be left side of the church left side of the pew.  

We ask that only those residing in the same household sit in the same pew. Each pew can  
accommodate up to 4 adults or two adults and three or four small children depending on size. 

To reserve your pew please: 

Email mollie.purcell@coc-salina.org with the pew location you would like and your name. If you are 
unable to email in your reservation please call Mollie at 785-342-1867 and let her know or leave a 
voicemail for her as to which pew you are looking to reserve along with your name.  

We do look forward to seeing everyone hopefully soon.  
If you have any questions please contact Mollie. 





Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu  F r i  Sat  

   1  2  3  
 

4  

5  6  7  
C lare   
Wi l l iams  

8  
 

9  10  
Gage 
Robert s  

11  

12  13  
Mel i s sa 
N ichol s  

14  
Nancy  
Cal lahan 

15  16 
Bob  
Conner  

17  
Bunny  
Aust in  

18  

19  
Johnny 
Reyes  

20  
Sh i l rey  
Pat r ick  

21  22  
Mol l ie   
Purce l l  

23  
Loren 
Drummond 
 
Char lot te  
Wi l son  

24  
Hunter  Burns  
 
Sh i r ley  Day  

25  
Michael   
Lamia 
 
Tana Wi lcox  

26  27  
Dorothy 
D ive lbess  

28  
T racy  
Van R iper  

29  30  
Gene 
Burns  

31   
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While we are unable to meet in person we continue to have an online service and continue 
to run the every day functions of the church. If you would like to give online please visit 

www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary May 31, 2020 
     

  2020 2019 

  May 
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     17,218   $   84,503   $   96,667   $     97,885  

 Angel Academy Income         18,078        84,280        98,000         82,981  

 Other Income (Expense)          1,452          4,970          5,682           4,713  

Total Income        36,748      173,753      200,349        185,579  
         

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff        11,771        63,085        72,170         77,997  

Operating & Education          1,683       (21,906)         7,388           7,056  

Buildings & Grounds          2,773        22,169        25,733         20,767  

Conference Missions & Ministry               25          1,602          2,900              135  

 Angel Academy Expense         18,078        84,280        98,000         82,981  

 Unbudgeted Expenses (PPP Loan)           (6,538)      (13,350)                 -    

                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        27,050      163,025      206,191        188,936  
         

Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $      9,698   $   10,728   $    (5,842)  $     (3,357) 
         

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $28,392      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $145,167      
 Memorial Funds    $23,697      

 Trustee Building Fund    $7,888      

 Total Cash & Investments     $  205,144      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

We look forward to when we can all worship together 
in person.  Until then if you need anything please let us 

know and we will do what we can to help! 


