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HINDSIGHT WILL BE 2020  
 As we close out the books on the year 2019 and move into a new decade, we in the  
United Methodist Church stand at a cross road, a moment in history when enormous  
changes to the way we comport ourselves as an organized faith body—a denomination— 
are going to occur. 

 The February 2019 specially-called session of General Conference which resulted in a vote 
adopting the Traditional Plan resulting in an Denominational approach  providing less than 
full rights of membership to non-heterosexual people pleased some United Methodists  
leaving others dissatisfied.  

  With these differing reactions it is pretty much a foregone conclusion that this year’s  
regularly scheduled General Conference will find Conference delegates working out a  
plan to split into differing iterations of Methodism. Coming into this watershed year I can 
guarantee you that no one can say with 100% accuracy how these differing forms may  
organize themselves. One other thing I can guarantee you is that no one is going to able to 
say with 100% accuracy which of these new iterations will thrive or survive. These truly are 
uncharted waters into which we sail! 

  At some point the actions taken at General Conference 2020 will work their way through 
the connectional system that now exists, filtering down through Jurisdictional Conferences, 
Annual Conferences, Districts and individual congregations, necessitating each entity, in 
turn, to make major decisions regarding alignment with these emerging Methodist iterations 
or to choose complete disaffiliation with Methodism.   

  What this means is that at some point in the near future The Church of the Cross is going to 
have to wrestle with the questions asking, “What do we, as a collective body, believe; and 
how do we live out these beliefs in our daily lives?”  As your spiritual and missional leader I 
will help facilitate the conversations that you must have—remember you, not I or the DS or 
the Bishop are the church. You must make your own decisions and live into them. I will strive 
to provide forums to encourage conversation, to ensure your awareness of the options  
before you and try to help you think through the long-term ramifications of the varying 
courses that may be available to you in order to enable you to make the decisions that only 
you can make for yourselves and to do so based on the best information available to you. 

  So yes, as Paul says in in 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NRSV), most of our time on this earth finds us 
walking by faith, not by sight. And this walking by faith is exactly what each of us is called to 
do as we live into this new era in the United Methodist Church. I encourage each of you, 
though, to realize that hindsight truly is 20/20 and to keep your eyes open as we move  
forward taking your cue from the speech made by Gamaliel in Acts 5: 34-39 where he  
advised the Jewish ruling council—the Sanhedrin to watch the emerging Christian  
movement closely being aware that, “if [a given] purpose or activity is of human origin, it 

will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to 
stop [it].” 

May God grant the Church of the Cross community 
wisdom and courage as it seeks its proper ministry 
path into 2020 and beyond! 

In Christ’s Service, 

 Pastor Loren Drummond 



Sycamore Tree Ministries Series 

It’s likely that as we’ve recently been talking about our Sycamore Tree Ministries outreach initiative 
that a couple of things have run through your minds. One of these might find folks familiar with the 
song, Zacchaeus Was a Wee Little Man hearing in their minds these lyrics: 

While, I imagine that those who don’t know the song, or the story for that matter, are likely wonder-
ing to themselves, “What’s this all about?” The answer to this question is simple. It comes from the 
Bible - Luke 19:1-10, where we find the following encounter taking place in Jericho, as Luke tells of 
Jesus’ visit there by, saying: 

The point, the whole reason for our calling this outreach initiative Sycamore Tree Ministries, is that like 
Jesus, we are inviting people who are in some way or another lost, to come be with us and to expe-
rience today - this very day and every day hereafter - that which Zacchaeus experienced; Salvation 
John Wesley describes by saying it’s more than deliverance from hell, or going to heaven...it’s a pre-
sent deliverance from sin, a restoration of our souls to their primitive health and original purity; a re-
covery of the divine nature within us - the renewal of our souls after the image of God, in righteous-
ness and true holiness, in justice, mercy, and truth. 
Each Sunday from January 12th through February 16th we will focus on one dimension of this new 
ministry looking more closely at the specific needs of each specific group we’ll be inviting to come 
experience salvation - new, abundant and eternal life in-and-through Christ Jesus. 

Zacchaeus was  
a wee little man 
And a wee little  

man was he 
He climbed up in 
a sycamore tree 

For the Lord 
he wanted to see 

 

And when the Savior 
passed that way 

He looked up in the tree 
And said, ’Zacchaeus, 

you come down! 
For I’m going to 

your house today!  
For I’m going to  

your house today! 

Zacchaeus was 
a wee little man 

But a happy man was he 
For he had seen  

the Lord that day 
And a happy man was he; 

And a very happy 
man was he 

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was 
a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the 
crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a syca-
more tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the 
place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at 
your house today.” So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began 
to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood 
there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I 
have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” Then Jesus said to 
him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the 
Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” 

1/12/20: Sycamore Tree Ministries Intro 
1/19/20: Embrace Grace 
1/26/20: Discover U 

2/2/20: 12 Step Ministry 
2/9/20: Freedom Initiative 
2/16/20: Sycamore Tree Ministries Wrap-Up 



Wow, time seems to pass so quickly! I love to look back on the past 
year and see how God orchestrated things so perfectly-it is amazing! 
This school year we added new families. We have 139 kiddos enrolled 
and have had tons of fun at our last couple of connection events. We 
got to spend some time with our kiddos and their families, which is al-

ways enjoyable. Thank you to everyone who has supported Angel Academy this year. The 
kindness of so many people who have given of their time and resources to benefit the chil-
dren is beautiful. If you would ever like to get involved at any level in your preschool, please 
don’t hesitate to ask. We can always use story readers, craft leaders, snack makers, and 
prayer warriors. 

May 2020 bring God’s abundant blessings! 

Site: Church of the Cross 
Address: 1600 Rush, Salina, KS, 67401 
Room Name: Narthex 
Date: Thursday, January 9 
Time: 12:00 PM - 6:00: PM 

Sign-up at the welcome center or at www.RedCrossBlood.org 

A GREAT BIG GIANT THANK YOU! 

Thank you so much to everyone who worked so hard to make the 2019 Christmas Program 
a success. It was a beautiful night of music, and worship. Thank you to the COC Bell Choir, 
Bill Burrows, Randy and Julie Rowe, Gabe and Joelle Nichols, Cindy Lamia, Camisha and 
Trista Stevenson, Leesa Peterman, Sandy Norris, Carolyn Wright, and all of our Black Lighters: 

Directors: Sarah Fast and Amanda Hamilton 
Participants: Jacob Wilcox, Julie Cates, Lauren Raubenstine, Lydea Masaniai, Brie Perez,  
Trista Stevenson, Kirsten Lamia, Camisha Stevenson, Sherry Cates, Jim Cates, Kamber  
Sanneman, Mollie Purcell, Tyler Lamia, Renae Raubenstine, Carter Purcell, Kati Rivera,  
and Liv Lamia. 
Sound Director: Ben Purcell 

The new Leadership Council (LC) will hold its first meeting on 
Thursday, January 23 at 6:30 pm.  We will begin our vision 
process for the new year.  Your 2020 Leadership Council 
consists of the following members:  Pat Mills, Jim Cates, 

Greg Nichols, Marvin Cossaart, Shirley Patrick, Shirley Davis, Robin Cates, Sara Gault, Judy 
Beck, and Sheila Shaffer.   

Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting or to visit with one of the LC members about 
your questions or concerns.  



Family of Terry Doty 
Family of Jayne Holechek 
Family of Dorothy Whiles 
Family of Keith Gibson 
Family of Jeff Isnard 
Family of Sarah Huss 

Tammy & Bob Conner 

 
 

For the third year, Church of the Cross will host Night To Shine on February 7, 2020.  Night  
To Shine celebrates people with special needs through an unforgettable prom night  
experience, centered on God’s love for people with special needs, ages 14 and older.   
The event started in Salina in 2018 as we became a host church for the event which is  
sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation.  Once again, the event will be held at Kansas 
Wesleyan University as the school continues to be a great partner for the event. 

 

In 2019, the Salina event hosted 130 guests with over 200 volunteer’s help from our  
church, KWU and the community.  The event is made possible through the generosity of  
the Earl Bane Foundation, Dane Hansen Foundation and Tim Tebow Foundation as well as 
donations from the community.   

 

Guest registration is now open and available online at www.salinanighttoshine.wixsite.com/
salinanighttoshine.  Please share this information with anyone who might be interested in  
attending as a guest.  Volunteer registration will be opening soon on this same website.   

 

Save the Date: 
February 7, 2020 

Thank you for the goodies that the three young men brought to me from the Church of the 
Cross Christmas week. 

 - Claudine Ashcraft 

    Discover U’s Supper Club is going strong! Join us Tuesday,  
    January 7 or Tuesday, January 21 at 6p at Perkins. This is a great 
    time of fellowship and to get to know people you may not get to 
       see all the time. Everyone is welcome, however in order to have 
      an idea of how many to tell the restaurant please sign-up on the 
       Welcome Center if you plan on attending. 



January Grub Menu 
Serving 5:30 – 6:15 

Carryout Available 

Suggested Donation:  $5 Adults; $3 Children   
Family total $20 

Jan 15 Pulled Pork 

Jan 22 Chicken Parmesan 

Jan 29 Tostado Casserole 

Thank you to all who purchased a poinsettia in honor or memory of someone special. 
 
Ella Kresky - In memory of Bob Kresky 
 
Chris and Shirley Davis - In honor of Jim, Renae, Tanner  
and Lauren Raubenstine and Gene, Shelly, Kamryn  
and Karsyn Arnold 
 
Betty Wood & David McDaniel - In memory of Linda McDaniel, 
William McDaniel, and Charles Wood 
 
Diane Simmelink - In memory of Ed Simmelink 
 
Dee Harding - In memory and honor of family and friends 
 
Jim & Renae Raubenstine - Honor of our parents: Chris & Shirley Davis and Sharon  
Raubenstine In memory of Florence Asper, George Raubenstine, Louis & Elsie Mischler 

You are invited to complete the R360  
survey from now until January 13, 2020. This 
survey is completely confidential. While  
you will be asked to provide some  
personal information to identify  
demographics to ensure the survey is reaching an accurate representation of our  
congregation, your individual responses will not be linked to your name in order to assure 
your privacy and encourage you to be open in your comments. 

Please access the survey as follows: 

 http://app.readiness360.org/survey/login 
 Survey Code: 7167793320 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu F r i  Sat  

   1  
 

2  
10a  -  TLC 

3  
8a  -  TOPS 
 
 

4  
 

5  
5p  -  Youth  Group  
 
 

6  
1p  -  P rayer  
Shawl  
5p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
 

7  
8a  -  TOPS 
6p  -  Supper  
C lub 
6:30p -  Scouts  
6:30p -  12  S teps  
for  Chr i s t ians  

8  
 
 

9  
10a  -  TLC 
 
12p -  B lood 
Dr ive 
 
6p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
 
 

10  
8a  -  TOPS 
 
5p  -  P rayer  
V ig i l  
 
6p  -  Webs ter  
Reserved 

11  
P rayer  V ig i l  
 
10a  -  Gym 
Reserved 
 
 
 

12  
5p  -  Youth  Group  
 

13  
1p  -  P rayer  
Shawl  
5p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
6p  -  Angel  
Academy 
Board 
 

14  
8a  -  TOPS 
1:30p -  UM W 
New Year’ s  
Luncheon  
6:30p -  Scouts  
6:30p -  12  S teps  
for  Chr i s t ians  

15  
5:30p -   
Gratefu l  Grub  
 
6:15p -  GROW 
 
6:15p -   
Embrace 
Grace 

16  
10a  -  TLC 
 
 

17  
8a  -  TOPS 
 
 

18  
 

19  
5p -  Youth Group  

20  
1p  -  P rayer  
Shawl  
5p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
5:30p -  
Mommy 
and Me 
 

21  
8a  -  TOPS  
6p  -  Supper  
C lub 
6:30p -  Scouts  
6:30p -  12  S teps  
for  Chr i s t ians  
 
 

22  
5:30p -   
Gratefu l  Grub  
 
6:15p -  GROW 
 
6:15p -   
Embrace 
Grace 

23  
10a -  TLC 
 
6p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
 
6:30p -   
Leadersh ip  
Counci l  

24  
 
 
 
 
 
 

25  
1p  -  Get  
Your  Sh ine 
On 
 

26  
5p -  Youth Group  
 
 
 
 
 

27  
1p  -  P rayer  
Shawl  
5p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
 
 
 

28  
8a  -  TOPS 
6:30p -  Scouts  
6:30p -  12  S teps  
for  Chr i s t ians  

29  
5:30p -   
Gratefu l  Grub  
 
6:15p -  GROW 
 
6:15p -   
Embrace 
Grace 

30  
10a -  TLC 
 
6p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  

31   

 2020 



Sun Mon Tue Wed  Thu  F r i  Sat  

   1  2  3  4  
Ko l ton 
K i tchener  

5  6  7  8  9  10  
John Es tep 
 
Kamber   
Sanneman 

11  

12  
J im Lamia  

13  
Roger   
P lankenhorn  

14  15  16  17  18  

19  20  
Jan Burns  

21  
E l la  K resky  
 
Raymond 
Stevenson 

22  
L iv  
Lamia 

23  
Emery 
Darby 

24  
Mike Pfe i fe r  

25  

26  27  28  
S t rat ton 
Green 

29  30  
Kenneth 
Sat ter lee  

31   
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CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary November 30, 2019 
     

  2019 2018 

  November 
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     18,876   $  212,874   $  212,667   $   280,463  
 Angel Academy Income         19,477      167,499      173,067        175,333  
 Other Income (Expense)          1,343        12,401        11,916           8,838  

Total Income        39,696      392,774      397,650        464,634  

         

Expenditures        

Ministerial & Staff        13,948      163,275      166,188        191,173  
Operating & Education             898        11,985        19,862         21,350  
Buildings & Grounds          3,208        47,829        52,100         51,331  
Conference Missions & Ministry             703          2,401               -           26,772  
Unbudgeted               367    
 Angel Academy Expense         19,477      167,499      173,067        175,333  
                -                 -                    -    
                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        38,234      392,989      411,584        465,959  

         

Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $      1,462   $       (215)  $  (13,934)  $     (1,325) 

         

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $17,375      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $138,771      
 Memorial Funds    $19,701      

 Trustee Building Fund    $6,547      
 Total Cash & Investments     $  182,394      
          

2020 Stewardship Commitment 
Stewardship Cards are available in the Narthex.  Please pick  

up your card after church and complete it with your 2020  
commitment in sharing your Presence, Prayers, Gifts, Service,  

and Witness.  This information is extremely helpful as we plan our 
ministries based upon the directions indicated on these cards.  

Stewardship Cards will be available through January 31, 2020 and 
may be turned in by placing them in the Treasure Chest.   



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

Important information about Readiness 360 inside!  


