
February 2022 

785-825-5170 

Hello Church Family! 

Here we are at the end of January, the month that seems like it is three months long, and I 
realize we are only four short weeks away from Lent which begins on Wednesday, March 2, 
with Ash Wednesday service. As the season of Lent begins, it often brings dread to some 
because we have learned that Lent is the season of “giving up something” as we spend 
weeks focusing on repentance and acts of contrition. However, this is a more modern 
understanding of Lent and not necessarily how Lent has historically been practiced. 
Historically, Lent was a celebratory season of repentance, meaning to “turn around” 
toward God.  

So, think about celebrations you have had. Do you do anything special to prepare? Maybe 
you clean house, decorate, buy or prepare special foods, and maybe even buy some new 
clothes. We don’t often have a spontaneous celebration, usually we prepare. In this Lenten 
season I am inviting our whole church family to celebrate together throughout the season 
of Lent for the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday. I hope you will deeply consider being 
a part of this celebration as together we make our discipleship a way of living, not just 
practices and disciplines, though they are certainly a part of the journey.  

When we repent “turn around toward God,” as a faith community we encourage and 
support one another in living a Christian life. With this in mind, I am planning a worship series 
based on the book “Heart Whispers,” by Elizabeth J. Canham, the series will be called 
“Heart Wisdom Living Our Discipleship.”  Heart Whispers is a book on the Benedictine 
wisdom where we enter in a pilgrimage together to learn and appreciate God with us in all 
aspects of our living. The book is based on St. Benedict’s Rule of life that are lived out in not 
only in Benedictine monasteries but by Christians throughout the world.  

I imagine some of you may be thinking, but isn’t St. Benedict Catholic? No, he was not 
Catholic though they did name him a saint. He was a part of the Christian community that 
existed before any formal churches were formed. Benedict followed the practice of Desert 
Fathers and Mothers who left the business of life to spend more time focusing on God. 
Though Benedict didn’t live in the desert he left the life the city and his family’s wealth 
when he was 20 years old to find a place of solitude with God in the northern regions of 
Italy.           Continued on pg. 2 



          Continued from pg. 1 

Other monks encouraged him to join them, but that didn’t turn out too well since two 
different groups of monks had trouble getting along with him and tried to poison him, but 
his blessing on the food and drink prevented his death. In 516 BC when Benedict was thirty
-six years old, he wrote the Benedictine Rule, a rule of life to guide his community in how 
they would live together. A rule that is beneficial to us as we understand our living faith as 
individuals and as a community of faith.  

The Catholic church like all Christian churches were formed with the miracle of Pentecost. 
The official Catholic church wasn’t formed until 580 BC when Pope Gregory official began 
the church. We must remember that our history comes through the Catholic church and 
lasted until the Reformation in the 1600’s when Protestant churches split from the Catholic 
church.  

I am sharing this history because I want us to understand our Lenten journey this year does 
not stand alone, is the journey of millions of Christians who have gone before us as well as 
those journeying with us today, as well as many more in the future. When we participate in 
a journey like this together, we expand our living as part of the great cloud of Christian 
witness. I appreciate this book because it walks us through living a life of wholeness. Of 
course, there is a focus on scripture, obedience, and prayer, but it also covers things like 
hospitality, simplicity, rest, and work. Along our journey we will learn a way of living that 
brings Christ to light for our whole community.  

Please look for the information about getting your book for the “Heart Whispers” below. 
We want to make sure everyone who wants to be part of this Heart Whispers journey has their 
book. I encourage you to mark your calendar for February 8 as a reminder to sign up if you 
haven’t before then.  

Holding you in prayer and sending you love, 

Pastor Libby 

Are you ready. . . 

Ready to experience God more fully every day. . . 

We then, are read for you to join us on this Lenten journey of growing 
in intimacy with God and deepening our wisdom to make 
discipleship a a way of living for life!  

Please contact the office by no later than February 11 to order you 
book so we can save on a bulk order.  

   Knowing our hearts for love of community! 

(Our groups will meet weekly to grow together as we listen to the 
wisdom of our hearts to live the life God calls us to. Groups sign up begins February 14) 



The best kept secret of the UMC is NOMADS (Nomads on Mission 
Active in Divine Service). 
 
NOMADS started in 1988 when a group of bored snowbirds went 
looking for something to do. 
 

Nomads On a Mission Active in Divine Service – NOMADS provide volunteer labor for United 
Methodist organizations. NOMADS demonstrate God’s love through our work and by 
listening to the people with whom we work. We do new construction, remodeling, and 
repairs for churches, children’s homes, camps, colleges, outreach missions and disaster 
rebuilding. Team members do maintenance, cleaning, painting, electrical, drywall, sewing, 
flooring. With God’s help, NOMADS pretty much do it all. 
 
Nomads like to say we are Nice Old Methodists Actually Doing Something! 
 
For more information log onto https://www.nomadsumc.org/ 

Do you like to put things together?  
The church needs four baby cribs put 
together. If four people are interested each 
person would only need to put together 
one crib! You can do this on your own 
schedule. Call the church office to 
volunteer your handy skills! 

The Salina Souper Bowl of Hope needs your help. 
The goal for all of Salina is to collect 56,000 cans 
of soup to be distributed between the Salina 
Food Bank, Salvation Army, Rescue Mission, Ashby 
House, and DVACK. The best option for churches 
to give is to give cash donations. The buying 
power of the food bank is much greater and they can purchase 60 cans of soup for only 
$25. Donations can be dropped off or mailed to Church of the Cross. Please make checks 
payable to Church of the Cross and add a memo that it is for Souper Bowl. Super Bowl 
Sunday which is February 13th and we kindly request all donations be dropped off by 
Friday, February 11th. 
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VANCO GIVING ONLINE  
We have had great response to our online eGiving platform through Vanco.  Thank you for 
your support. Through your contributions, we’re able to share the message of our faith to our 
congregation and the larger community, giving people the strength and compassion 
needed to make it through difficult times such as these. 

 

Vanco provides tools to make giving simple even when you’re unable to attend church. 
Their eGiving is safe and secure, and it allows you to designate your contribution to the 
church funds you’re most passionate about.   

 

eGiving lets you set up one-time or recurring giving through... 

 Mobile app – Download the GivePlus Mobile App on the App Store or on Google Play, 
enter the zip code for our church [67401] and give. 

 www.coc-salina.org  – Easily enter your donation from our website. 

 
You can contact Mollie or Pat at 785.825.5170 so we can give you more information or help 
you get set up. Thank you again for supporting Church of the Cross and the community 
we’ve all worked so hard to nurture. 

We need your gifts! 
Friends, we are looking for folks who 
can help us with Sunday worship.  

Come and hang out with some cool 
folks and help run the Camera, 
PowerPoint, and Sound Board. We 
will train you and you will help others 
to have a break once and awhile. 

The band is also looking for some 
folks who can play the drums and 
keyboard to offer more flexibility for 
members too! 

Blessing Box Needs 

Mac ‘n Cheese/Spaghetti, etc. 

Canned Fruit Peanut Butter 

Canned Vegetables 

Bread or Crackers 

Financial Reports 

You may notice the financial information is 
missing from our newsletter. In order  
for the newsletter to go out in a timely manner 
and the financial information to be the  
most up-to-date we ask if you would like to 
receive the financial information to please email 
accountant@coc-salina.org and request to be 
on the email list for the monthly financial update. 
If you do not have email you are welcome to 
contact the church office for a copy.  

March Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the March newsletter is 
Wednesday, February 23. Please make sure 
anything you have for the newsletter is 
submitted to the church office by 9:30am on 
February 23. 



Bad weather closing notifications 
Stay up to date on any cancellations.  

Check for notices on KSAL and to KWCH to be posted on their closings 

We will send an email to notify folks as well.   

If you prefer to receive text message alerts from the church. Please sign up 
with Mollie at mollie.purcell@coc-salina.org or by calling 785-825-5170   

These will only be sent out if there needs to be a  
closing due to weather or some other instance.  

Changing your settings to receive our newsletter in your inbox instead of your promotions. 

If you see a message in your promotions tab that you want in your inbox, all you have to do 
is drag and drop it into the other tab. This means that you go to the newsletter message in 
your promotion file, right click on the small box to highlight the message and then drag it 
over to hover above your inbox tab and release the right click.  

After you move a message to a different tab, your inbox. You will receive a message that 
asks, “Do this for future messages from  XXXX @ yyy . zzzz ?” You reply, “yes” and the 
newletter will always come to your inbox. Let us know if you have questions and we will try 
to walk you through it. 

Do you still have a key to get in the outside doors to the 
church? If so, it will no longer work. The doors have all been 
rekeyed. If you need a way in please call the office to 
have a key fob setup. We will no longer be issuing keys to 
the building that are not a fob. If you have a fob that you 
are no longer using please return it to the church so it can 
be setup for someone else.  

Due to an issue with email, end of year 
giving statements did not go out as we 
thought they had. They will be printed 
and mailed no later than February 1st. 
Please watch your mailbox for them. If 
for some reason you don’t have it by 
February 10th please call the office. 



Our Church Directory is Online! 
View our church directory online or via the 
FREE mobile app today. 

To view the directory online, go to 
members.InstantChurchDirectory.com and follow the prompts 
under “Sign In” to “Create a login now.” Please remember, you 
must confirm your email address before you can sign in.  

There is also a free mobile app available for download at the Apple® App store in iTunes®, 
Google Play™ store and the Amazon Fire App Store. Simply search for “Instant Church 
Directory” to get the download.  
 
You will need to use your email address as listed in our directory to create a log-in the first 

me you use the directory online and via the mobile app. 
 

Need help or have questions?    
Please contact: The Church Office  

Our Church Directory is powered by  
Instant Church Directory. 
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Pastor  L ibby Oberdor f  -  Pastor  
Of f ice Hours  Monday 9am -1pm 
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785-564-1977  
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Judy Beck -  Lay  Leader  
l kbeckfam@gmai l .com  
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Daily Prayers by Text 
Beginning March 2 we will be 

sending out daily prayer messages 
via text. These short messages will 
help encourage us in daily prayer 

together as we share our faith 
journey through Lent.  

If you would like to receive these 
texts please contact the office at 

785-825-5170 to get on the list 


