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Companions in Christ:  
The Way of Blessedness 
The Way of Blessedness invites readers to cultivate 
the dispositions of the soul as outlined in Jesus' Ser-
mon on the Mount. It simultaneously conforms us to 
the reign of God while drawing us into its realm. 
This 9-week immersion into Christ-taught spiritual 
practices helps us turn away from pain and suffering , 
whether caused by the world around us or self-
inflicted, and replace it by becoming filled with 
God’s abundant love, grace and mercy. 
Together, participants walk along the path Jesus not 
only preached about ,but modelled— a path that 
offers clarity to our Christian way of life and ushers us 
into experiencing the richness and fullness of life in 
God’s kingdom.  

Walking in The Way of Blessedness and being  
transformed by God’s love, we're able to become people:                                                                                                                   
 who understand and embody the true meaning of humility, 
who mourn with and for others and our world,                                                                                           
who understand and live out Jesus’ example of meekness,                                                               
who hunger and thirst for holiness,                                                                                                       
who humbly offer and receive mercy,                                                                                             
whose hearts are pure and able to see the imprint of God in all things,                                                 
who seek peace,                                                                                                                                                                      
and who hold strong in our faith through adversity. 

The study and sermon series will begin on Sunday February 14, 2021 
and continue through April 18, 2021.                                                                                         



Building A Strong Faith Foundation 
  In worship services throughout the season of Lent and for two weeks post-Easter, 
 we’ll be conducting a deep study of the first section of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 

Our focus in this study will  be on that part of the sermon known as The Beatitudes. Merriam 
Webster On-line Dictionary defines the word beatitude as “a state of utmost bliss”. Many ver-
sions of the Bible translate beatitude as blessed, while some interpret the word to mean hap-
py. It doesn’t much matter which of these words one uses, because blissfulness, blessedness 
and happiness are all states of being worth striving to achieve! 

 Many times, it seems to me, scripture serves as a kind of road map; sort-of names a destina-
tion and the route to arrive at it. Psalm 100 is a case in point. Verse 2 points to the way to 
come into the Lord’s presence as it says: “Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his pres-
ence with singing.” While Verse 4 provides directions that get us even closer to The Lord as 
they proclaim, “Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise….”  

Likewise, we can look to the end of Matthew’s Sermon on The Mount to see where it would 
lead us. Interestingly, as we find Jesus, recapitulating all that was covered in the sermon, we 
find in this passage, the possibility of  travelers winding up in one of two locations, and build-
ing their houses in one or the other of these. As Jesus says:   

 Everybody who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise build-
er who built a house on bedrock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the wind blew and 
beat against that house. It didn’t fall because it was firmly set on bedrock. But everybody 
who hears these words of mine and doesn’t put them into practice will be like a fool who 
built a house on sand. The rain fell, the floods came, and the wind blew and beat against 
that house. It fell and was completely destroyed. Matthew 7:24-27 (CEB) 

The bedrock on which houses are to be built and  road-bed  established under the highway 
on which  true disciples of Jesus will travel, are the actions Jesus calls for in Chapter 5 
through 7, beginning with the foundational passages of Matthew 5: 3-12—the Beatitudes. 

In these times, when we are beset by  literal and figurative, rains, floods and blowing winds, 
we need to be rigorous and exacting in ensuring that we’re building our homes and our  
lives on the solid foundation provided in these eight beatitudes. 

Small on-line study groups , which will enable us to more fully understand and put into prac-
tices the teachings of Jesus, are forming now and will begin meeting the week of February 
14,2021.  

Please contact Mollie at 785-825-5170 to express your interest in joining  or forming a study 
group ! And watch for more information  on our Facebook page (United Methodist Church 
of the Cross | Facebook )and website ( http://coc-salina.org/)  as we move  closer to the 
launching of this  series and these study groups. 

May we  all band together on the road that leads to blissfulness, blessedness and happiness, 
as we travel though this Lenten season! 

Your servant  in Christ  

Pastor Loren 



Online Images  
Please note that we record our worship service and occasionally take photos for use on our 
church website and on social media for evangelism and marketing purposes. If you do not 
wish to have your image used in this way, please alert the office, and we will endeavor to 
seat you outside of the recording area. Please note that all activities on the chancel area 
of the church are subject to being recorded. 

BLESSING BOX 
Thanks to your generosity during Advent, we have been able to regularly continue to fill the 
Blessing Box.  Contributions have continued to be made toward this ministry and we still 
have some items to place in the box.  Each day, there are people who visit the box and are 
blessed when they find food, clothing or hygiene products.   

 

If you would like to contribute some additional items for the box, here are some suggestions: 

Canned food with ring-pulls, Toilet paper, Crackers, Bottled water; Soups, Stews, 
Canned Meats, Pasta/Pasta Meals, Cereal, Juice Boxes, Oil, Powdered Milk, Sugar, 
Salt and Pepper, Soap, Shampoo, Deodorant, Feminine Hygiene, Lotion, etc. 

 

You can drop off at the church during the day, or call and leave a message and we will 
pick up the items from you! 

TECHNOLOGY UPDATES 
We continue to work to improve our sanctuary technology to bring you an uplifting worship 
experience.  Each week we find improvements, but we also experience an occasional set-
back.  We appreciate your patience as we continue to discover this new world.   

 

As part of our on-going improvements, we will soon be connected via fiber optic technolo-
gy.  With this change, we will have greater bandwidth to allow better streaming capabili-
ties, including both Facebook and YouTube.  With this upgrade, we will convert to a new 
cloud based phone system which will provide us greater capabilities to handle your calls, 
even from a remote location as needed.  We will also have enhanced messaging capabili-
ties that will allow us to provide up to date messages for calls to the church.   These chang-
es will actually result in slightly lowering in our monthly service costs.  Can you say “Win-
Win”? 

 

We appreciate your feedback as you watch the services on Sunday mornings. If something 
is too loud or too soft let us know! Sometimes it is hard to realize that something isn’t coming 
across very well for our viewers. 



LENTEN ACTIVITIES 
We are planning new activities for Lent where you will be able to stay connected and stay focused 
on Christ.  Each Tuesday at 5:00 pm, a video will be available for you with a Lenten message and 
activity.   

In an effort to include those without on-line access, we will also have a Lenten devotional packet 
available which will include the weekly message and activity.  Please let Mollie know if you do not 
access online content and would like one of these packets.   

PURPLE AND WHITE LENTEN CLOTHS 
Last year, we made available Purple and White cloths for you to hang outside during Lent.  These 
cloths will once again be available if you would like to hang one.  The Purple Cloth, the color of 
Lent, is to be hung February 17 through April 3 and the White cloth, symbolizing Christ’s resurrection, 
is for display on Easter Morning (April 4). 

Cloths will be available for pickup on Ash Wednesday.   

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES AND SANCTUARY PRAYER TIME 
Our Ash Wednesday worship service will be on-line beginning at 7:00 am on February 17.  This year, 
we will also have a drive-through imposition of ashes.  This imposition will be conducted in a safe 
manner from your vehicle from noon to 1:00 pm and from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.     

If you would like to spend a few moments in prayer, the sanctuary will be open from 7:00 am to 8:00 
pm.  Prayers will be broadcast on the sanctuary screens throughout the day.  Please be sure to wear 
a mask and use hand sanitizer as you enter.  Maintain social distancing and respect this quiet time 
as we prepare for the Lenten season.   

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 
Our Facebook page is United Methodist Church of the Cross.  Remember, you do not have to be 
“on” Facebook to access Facebook.  You may visit our page without signing up for your own Face-
book account.  The information on Facebook is more widely accessed than on our website and thus 
is our primary communication tool for the most current information.  Be sure to follow us so you don’t 
miss out! 

Dale Peck Scholarship 
Attention all current college students enrolling in the fall of 2021-22 it is time to turn in your applica-
tion for the Dale Peck Scholarship. If you would like to apply for this please email Mollie at mol-
lie.purcell@coc-salina.org to receive the application via email.  

If you would like to donate to the Dale Peck Scholarship fund for our students please mail or drop 
your donation off to the church with a note that it is for this fund or visit our website, www.coc-
salina.org, and click on the Donate to the Dale Peck Scholarship link. 

Questions? Contact Rhonda Garcia 785-452-3486. 



LLL (Love, Laughter and the Lord)  GROUPS CONTINUE TO THRIVE 
Small Groups are continuing to meet and many people are finding new friends and connections 
through these weekly Zoom meetings.  While just an hour out of our weekly schedule, the conversa-
tions and laughter sustain us until we can get together again.  New members are always welcome; 
just call the office and we will get you connected.  Here’s an update on some of the groups: 

 

Thursday at 6:30 hosted by Judy Beck, this group  is starting a new book study from the book The Red 
Sea Rules.  Life is hard. It is certain that we will face difficulties, and that God will allow them, as He 
allowed the Israelites to become trapped between Pharaoh's rushing armies and the uncrossable 
Red Sea. But just as certain is the fact that the same God who led us in will lead us out. As The Red 
Sea Rules makes clear, He is in control.  Want to learn more?  Call Judy Beck! 

 

Wednesday at 6:30 has had a few weeks of serious conversation but now it is time for a little fun!  At 
the next meeting on February 10, it will be a social night.  Zoom Game Night!  Winner gets a pan of 
homemade cinnamon rolls from Pat.  Want to join in?  Let Crystal or Pat know! 

FUNDAY MONDAY PHOTOS 
Check out the Funday Monday Photos on Facebook.  Each week there’s a new theme for you to 
share your favorite photos.  So far, we have had Pets & Wildlife and Nature.  Can’t wait to see what 
the new theme is each Monday?  Take a joyful moment and look at prior week’s photos;  add your 
own captions to the photos!   

Angel Academy Update 
Love is in the air!  As corny as it might sound, I love the idea of Valentine’s Day.  A day set aside to 
tell the people that we love how much we love them.  I would love to see this type of care extend-
ed to every day of the year.  That makes me think of the verse - John 13:35; “This is how everyone will 
recognize that you are my disciples, when they see the love you have for one another.”  How amaz-
ingly different would the world that we live in look if that became the goal we strived for? 

This month in preschool, we will be learning about love, in fact our verse of the month is 1John 4:16 
God is love!  We will also be learning about the colors required to make the color pink, dental 
health, and loving our friends by exchanging Valentine’s cards. 

We will also start the process of pre-registration for next school year.   If you have a kiddo you would 
like to register, please have your form turned in by February 5th.  Our public enrollment will begin on 
February 18th at our open house 5:00-6:30 (in the parking lot), and we want to make sure that our 
church family gets into the class they prefer.  If anyone would like to come and welcome families 
that evening, we would love to have you!  - Layla 
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If you would like to give online please visit www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving 
to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary December 31, 2020 
     

  2020 2019 

  December 
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     18,396   $  187,760   $  232,000   $   235,641  
 Angel Academy Income         18,235      177,846      203,000        183,609  
 Other Income (Expense)             989        11,272        14,000         13,800  

Total Income        37,620      376,878      449,000        433,050  
         

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff        10,748      146,395      173,207        176,900  
Operating & Education          1,022        12,662        17,500         13,600  
Buildings & Grounds          3,811        50,840        60,800         53,665  
Conference Missions & Ministry          3,656          5,633          6,960           5,200  
 Angel Academy Expense         18,235      177,846      203,000        183,609  

 Unbudgeted Expenses /(PPP Loan)                 -         (37,425)                 -    
                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        37,472      355,951      461,467        432,974  
         

Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $         148   $   20,927   $  (12,467)  $           76  
        

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $38,592      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $153,009      
 Memorial Funds    $19,007      

 Trustee Building Fund    $11,128      
 Total Cash & Investments     $  221,736      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

COC Sta f f  
 

Rev.  Lo ren Drummond - Pastor  
ld rummond@greatp la insumc.org  

Lay la Peppers -  Angel  Academy Di rector  
lay la.peppers@coc-sa l ina.org  

Ju l ie  R ichardson -  Accountant                                                                                                   
ju l ie . r ichardson@coc -sa l ina.o rg  

Mol l ie  Purcel l  -  Admini s t rat ive Ass i s tant  
mol l ie .purcel l@coc-sa l ina.org  
785-825-5170 or  785 -342-1867  

Pat  Mi l l s  -  Leadersh ip Counci l  Chai r  
pmi l l s2222@cox.net  

785-819-4454  

Judy Beck -  Lay  Leader  
l kbeckfam@gmai l .com  

785-452-5384  

Weekly Events: 
Sunday Traditional Service Online - 9a 
Sunday Contemporary Service Online - 10:15a 
Monday Funday on Facebook - 5a on 
Tuesday Lenten Video - 5p 
Wednesday Children’s Message - 5p 

Special Dates: 
Feb. 4 - The Red Sea Rules Online Book Study Begins 
Feb. 10 - Zoom Game Night 
Feb. 17 - Ash Wednesday: 
 7a - Ash Wednesday Service Available Online 
 7a - 8p - Sanctuary Open for Prayer 
 12p -1p - Drive Thru Ashes 
 5p - 7p - Drive Thru Ashes 
Feb. 17 - Apr. 3 -  Hang Your Purple Cloth 


