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“When Life Hands Us Limens” 
    Over the past several weeks our worship services have focused on the outreach ministries we’ve 
launched in the past several months—the several initiatives under the missional umbrella we are call-
ing Sycamore Tree Ministries. As you’ll recall this name was selected for this cluster of ministries be-
cause they are each inspired by the story of Jesus’ encounter with the tax collector, Zacchaeus, in 
Luke 19:9-10. These ministries are representative of Jesus’ mission as described when Luke wraps up 
the story of this encounter between Jesus and Zacchaeus by having Jesus say of this once despised 
man: “Today salvation has come to this house...for the Son of Man came to seek out and to save 
the lost.”  

   The commonalities in each of these new ministries is that they all work from the firm belief that Je-
sus came to seek out and save the lost and that salvation ( a salvation that is for life) has come to 
this house, and  has been made available to all who will have it, today and forever. 

  When describing to others the folks we’re trying to reach I note that the commonality in each of 
these groups—unwed pregnant women, folks returning to society after imprisonment and those suf-
fering from compulsive /addictive disorders—is that each  group of people are going through liminal 
times—are each  striving to move from one way of living to another. 

  In a recently published book, author and church consultant, Susan Beaumont, does an excellent 
job of unpacking the meaning of this less-than-familiar-to-many-term, liminal. She begins by noting 
that the term was birthed in 1909 by an anthropologist and was coined to detail and describe the 
pain of transition—of moving from one way of living/ being to another.  

 In tracing the term’s etymology, Beaumont explains: “The words liminal and liminality are both de-
rived from the Latin limen, meaning a threshold; ...the bottom part of a doorway that must be 
crossed when entering a building... limen referred to the stone placed on the threshold of a door 
that physically had to be mounted to cross from one space into another.” 

 In this root meaning of crossing a threshold, of moving, climbing if you will, from one place to anoth-
er, Beaumont provides an apt metaphor for the sense of disorientation and confusion the people to 
whom we are reaching out are experiencing. 

 Painting a more vivid and useful picture  of help to a Denomination, Annual Conference and Con-
gregation existing in the times we are currently living-through, Beaumont explains: “Liminality can 
describe the evolving state of an individual, place, organization, or institution—anything stuck in the 
neutral space between an ending and a new beginning... [and] can also be understood relative to 
physical spaces and periods of time. In fact, liminality can describe the disorientation of an entire 
era or civilization.”  

  Friends, in this pair of sentences this esteemed church consultant has named that which not only 
the people to whom we are reaching out are experiencing but also the current lived-experience of 
we in the United Methodist Church, The Great Plains Annual Conference, and The Church of the 
Cross UMC and essentially all of humankind–a time of dise-ease, of uncertainty, of confusion, where 
it’s like we’re trying to get somewhere but are stuck in neutral.  

  These are confusing times! But, being aware of the liminality of the moment, of the dynamics that 
are always at work when moving from one way of living and being to another, recognizing that 
there is a tall limen, a tall threshold over which we must climb gives us a helpful perspective as we 
feel the natural and inevitable results of any sort of change. But also, in knowing that Jesus came to 
seek out and save the lost, in knowing that salvation has come to this house today, we possess a 
message to not only offer to others but to claim for ourselves. Let us move boldly into 2020 and be-
yond overcoming limens of life, experiencing and making available to all the salvation that is for life! 

In Christ’s Service, 

 Pastor Loren Drummond 



February Grub Menu 
Serving 5:30 – 6:15 

Carryout Available 

Suggested Donation:  $5 Adults; $3 Children   
Family total $20 

Feb 5  Meatloaf 

Feb 12 Soup Supper:  Potato, Chicken Noodle, 
  and Vegetable 

Feb 19 Pork Tenderloin 

Feb 26 Chicken Enchilada Casserole 

Sycamore Tree Ministries 
You will notice the new wall  
in the Narthex that highlights 
the various activities in our 
church that reflects the mis-
sions we have ongoing.  
These bulletin boards provide 
information for the ministries 
and how you can be in-
volved in them.  Be sure to 
check out the board each 
week as the information is 
regularly updated.  Thank 
you to David McDaniel and Sara Gault for creating this visual display of our active ministries! 

Bell Choir 
The Bell Choir ministry continues to meet on Sundays at 5:15 for 1 hour.  There’s room for 
new players!  We will teach you!  The choir will next play in church on February 16.   

Night to Shine is February 7!  While we have some people that 
have signed up for specific tasks, everyone is welcome to come 
greet the guests as they arrive for the event.  We have 140 guests 
and over 200 volunteers registered.  It will be an exciting event as 
we continue to receive greater support from the community 

each year.  If you would like to be a greeter, please come to Kansas Wesleyan’s Student 
Activities Center from 5 until 6:30 (or whatever works for you during this time frame).    If you 
have a Church of the Cross t-shirt, be sure to wear it.  Thank you to everyone who takes the 
time to help make this event special for the persons with Special Needs. 



Love is in the air!  As corny as it might sound, I love the idea of Valen-
tine’s Day.  A day set aside to tell the people that we love how much 
we love them.  I would love to see this type of care extended to every 
day of the year.  That makes me think of the verse - John 13:35; “This is 
how everyone will recognize that you are my disciples, when they see 

the love you have for one another.”  How amazingly different would the world that we live 
in look if that became the goal we strived for? 

This month in preschool, we will be learning about love, in fact our verse of the month is 
1John 4:16 God is love!  We will also be learning about the colors required to make the col-
or pink, dental health, and loving our friends by exchanging Valentine’s cards. 

We will also start the process of pre-registration for next school year.  We will have forms out 
on the welcome center.  If you have a kiddo you would like to register, please have your 
form turned in by February 7th.  Our public enrollment will begin on February 20th at our 
open house 5:30-7, and we want to make sure that our church family gets into the class 
they prefer.  If anyone would like to come and welcome families that evening, we would 
love to have you! 

Family of Kay Rickard 
Ledger David Richards 

Brenden Soukup 
Bob and Tammy Conner 

Kevin & Nickie Earnest 
Bryce Doonan 
Rick Hammon 

    Discover U’s Supper Club is going strong! Join us Tuesday,  
    February 4 or Tuesday, February 18 at 6p.. This is a great time of  

fellowship and to get to know people you may not get to see  
all the time. Everyone is welcome, however in order to have  an  

idea of how many to tell the restaurant please sign-up on the   
Welcome Center if you plan on attending. 

Tuesday, February 4th we will be at Mattie’s Grill & Chill at 640 Westport! 



R-360 Update 
We’d like to take a moment to thank the 42 people from the Church of the Cross who took 
time to participate in the R-360 congregation ministry readiness assessment. Your input and 
comments are greatly appreciated as they provide congregational leadership with some 
important information that we’ll use to guide The Church of the Cross as it seeks to engage 
in vital, Christ-centered ministry.  

Remember this instrument’s intent is to measure four areas of a congregation’s readiness to 
engage new ministries. These areas are: Spiritual Intensity, Missional Alignment, Dynamic Re-
lationships, and Cultural Openness. You will find a brief summary of where the responses of 
those of you who participated indicated this congregation is in terms of such missional 
readiness in this edition of the newsletter. 

With the completion of this assessment and the compiling of results the next phase of this 
process has begun. We have been assigned a missional coach who will walk along with us 
helping us to interpret the information gleaned and act in ways that will celebrate and 
draw on our strengths even as we begin to address the growth opportunities pointed to by 
this assessment to improve ourselves. Our Coach is the Rev. Rick Saylor, a retired United 
Methodist Elder who in his career has served as the pastor of our neighboring congregation 
to the east—First United Methodist of Abilene—and has also served as the District Superin-
tendent of the Hutchison District. Rev. Saylor brings years of ministry experience and also  
a deep understanding of the Central Kansas context where we are charged with doing 
ministry. 

A six person task force comprised of long-term and newer COC members has been assem-
bled. This group will work closely with Rev. Saylor, our Leadership Council and the member-
ship of this congregation to enable us to unleash the power of the gospel in this time and 
place. 

Please stay tuned for future updates as we move along in the readiness increasing process! 

A new church directory is coming soon!  
This directory will be available on your mobile device, computer, and in print. You will be 
able to submit your own photo for this directory or we will have dates when you can come 
to the church and have a photo taken. To make sure we have your most current infor-
mation we ask that you fill out a membership and mailing update form. These can be found 
on the welcome center. This will ensure we have correct information in the directory. More 
information will be coming soon on the directory itself. During the month of February we are 
updating our membership list. This in-
cludes checking in with members we 
haven’t heard from in quite some time.  
It is important that if you receive a letter 
that you complete the information and 
return it to the church as soon as possible. 





Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu F r i  Sat  

      1  
 

2  
1p  -  Gym Res .  
5:15p -  Be l l  Choi r  
P ract ice 
No Youth  Group  
 
 
 

3  
1p  -  P rayer  
Shawl  
5p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
5:30p -  
SPPRC  
 

4  
8a  -  TOPS 
6p  -  Supper  
C lub 
6:30p -  Scouts  
6:30p -  12  S teps  
for  Chr i s t ians  

5  
5:30p -   
Gratefu l  Grub  
 
6:15p -  GROW 
 
6:15p -   
Embrace 
Grace/L i fe  
 
 

6  
10a  -  TLC 
 
6p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
 
 

7  
8a  -  TOPS 
 
Night  to  Sh ine 
at  KWU  

8  
2p  -  Kay  
R ickard’s  
Memor ia l  
Se rv ice 
 
 

9  
1p  -  Gym Res .  
5:15p -  Be l l  Choi r  
P ract ice 
5:30p  -  Youth 
Group 
 

10  
1p  -  P rayer  
Shawl  
5p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
6p  -  Angel  
Academy 
Board 
 

11  
8a  -  TOPS 
1:30p -  UM W 
Prayer  & Se l f  
Den ia l  
6:30p -  Scouts  
6:30p -  12  S teps  
for  Chr i s t ians  

12  
5:30p -   
Gratefu l  Grub  
 
6:15p -  GROW 
 
6:15p -   
Embrace 
Grace/L i fe  

13  
10a  -  TLC 
 
6:30p -   
Leadersh ip  
Counci l  
Meet ing 
 
 

14  
8a  -  TOPS 
 
6p -  Webs ter  
Reserved 
 
P rayer  V ig i l  
 

15  
 

16  
1p  -  Gym Res .  
5:15p -  Be l l  Choi r  
P ract ice 
5:30p -  Youth 
Group 

17  
1p  -  P rayer  
Shawl  
5p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
7p -  Jus t ice 
Meet ing 
 
 

18  
8a  -  TOPS  
6p  -  Supper  
C lub 
6:30p -  Scouts  
6:30p -  12  S teps  
for  Chr i s t ians  
 
 

19  
5:30p -   
Gratefu l  Grub  
 
6:15p -  GROW 
 
6:15p -   
Embrace 
Grace/L i fe  

20  
10a -  TLC 
 
5p -  Angel  
Academy 
Open House  
 
6p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  

21  
8a  -  TOPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22  
 

23  
5:15p -  Be l l  Choi r  
P ract ice 
5:30p -  Youth 
Group 
 
 
 
 

24  
1p  -  P rayer  
Shawl  
5p  -  G i r l  
Scouts  
 
 
 

25  
8a  -  TOPS 
6:30p -  Scouts  
6:30p -  12  S teps  
for  Chr i s t ians  

26  
5:30p -   
Gratefu l  Grub  
 
6:15p -  GROW 
 
6:15p -   
Embrace 
Grace/L i fe  

27  
10a -  TLC 
 
 

28  
8a  -  TOPS 

29  

 2020 



Sun Mon Tue Wed  Thu  F r i  Sat  

      1  
Mike  
F rank l in  
 
Mar iAnn 
Gies  

2  3  4  5  6  7  8  
Chuck 
Northup 

9  
Ber t  Kerns  

10  
Mason  
Lock lear  

11  
J im Cates  

12  13  14  15  
Roberta 
B lake ley  
 

Ron Geis t  
 

Gary  
Hard ing 

16  17  18  
Margaret  
C lark  

19  20  
Karmel  
Spencer  

21  22  

23  
Sandy 
Nor r i s  

24  25  26  27  28  
Doug Wel le r  

29  
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Save the date for Match Madness 2020!   
On Thursday, March 19, your dollar – and your impact – will stretch even further when you 
donate to our endowed fund at the Greater Salina Community Foundation.  Come be a 
champion for Church of the Cross – United Methodist!  #MatchMadness2020 

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary December 31, 2019 
     

  2019 2018 

  December 
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     22,767   $  235,641   $  232,000   $   308,362  
 Angel Academy Income         16,110      183,609      188,800        193,966  
 Other Income (Expense)          1,399        13,800        13,000         10,129  

Total Income        40,276      433,050      433,800        512,457  
         

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff        13,626      176,900      181,296        208,763  
Operating & Education          1,616        13,601        20,533         22,433  
Buildings & Grounds          5,835        53,665        58,800         56,991  
Conference Missions & Ministry          2,799          5,200               -           26,802  
Unbudgeted               367    
 Angel Academy Expense         16,110      183,609      188,800        193,966  
                -                 -                    -    
                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        39,986      432,975      449,796        508,955  
         

Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $         290   $          75   $  (15,996)  $      3,502  

        

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         

 Cash & Investments Balances:         
 General Fund    $17,655      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $171,409      
 Memorial Funds    $21,967      
 Trustee Building Fund    $7,345      

 Total Cash & Investments     $  218,376      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 


