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Friends, 

Advent is one of my favorite seasons of the church year because it is a season of abundant 
possibility and profound hope, something we need every year as we spend more hours in 
darkness as our days shorten. Sometimes the darkness is more than just the days, it is the lin-
gering unknows that keep our lives from returning to the normalcy of just a couple of years 
ago. I remember when the Covid pandemic first hit we thought we would only have to be 
out of our churches for a month or two but as numbers rose, we had to wait longer, and 
longer, and longer until we saw a steady drop in numbers over a year later. Throughout the 
pandemic the numbers have gone up and down, and up and down, while we hoped and 
waited for the numbers to stabilize in a safe zone so will could safely gather without re-
striction. To experience the joy of throwing away our masks, giving hugs, and seeing one 
another face to face, rather than simply eye to eye.  

As the pandemic continues to drag on, we have moved from the edge of our seats to set-
tling back in our chairs and pews longing and waiting for relief, like pouting children. The 
longer we wait the more we experience pain, our anger, anxieties, and our fears grow. As 
our anger, anxiety, and fears have grown we have seen more oppression and violence of 
one people against another. Dr. Marcia McFee says, “this the same sort of world into which 
Jesus was born and through which his teachings would challenge and call for transfor-
mation.”  

Advent reminds us that humanity has been here before through pandemics, dictatorships, 
natural disasters, wars and more, yet we have always found a way through. Something that 
gives us hope for tomorrow. Advent is the season of longing and waiting for Jesus to arrive 
once again, which is more of a challenge as we may be finding ourselves at the end of our 
patience. No matter what else is happening in the world Jesus comes. Our Emmanuel 
comes and “God is with us.” Jesus’ light shines upon us and through revealing the abun-
dant possibilities we have strained to se. We are promised no matter what we face the light 
of Christ will come, which is why, our worship team chose “I Believe Even When. . . Fill the 
Night with Music and Light” as our worship series for Advent and Christmas.  
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This is a beautiful series builds on an anonymous poem written by a Jewish poet that was 
found scrawled on a wall during the Holocaust, “I believe in the sun, even when the sun is 
not shining.” Our gatherings will be filled with sounds of beautiful narrative music that will 
enlighten our hearts and help us to know God is with us. This will be our invitation to recog-
nize the pain we have experienced and in moments of listening in the stillness to let the light 
shine through the darkness. As the light shines upon us, we will be led through transfor-
mation and reconciliation by hope, love, joy, and peace. This Advent and Christmas we will 
affirm our faith that assures us we can “believe, even when. . .” because Jesus has come 
and will come again to shine his light in the darkness to expose all that holds us back from 
loving God and loving neighbor as ourselves where our true freedom is found. 

Hopeful Advent, Merry Christmas, and a Joyous New Year! 

Pastor Libby 



Our Church Directory is Online! 
View our church directory online or via the 
FREE mobile app today. 

To view the directory online, go to 
members.InstantChurchDirectory.com and follow the 
prompts under “Sign In” to “Create a login now.” Please 
remember, you must confirm your email address before 
you can sign in.  

 
There is also a free mobile app available for download at the Apple® 
App store in iTunes®, Google Play™ store and the Amazon Fire App 
Store. Simply search for “Instant Church Directory” to get the 
download.  
 
You will need to use your email address as listed in our directory to 
create a log-in the first me you use the directory online and via the 
mobile app. 
 

Our Church Directory is powered by  
Instant Church Directory. 



2021 Advent Bags  
Friends, I’m so excited to share the  great activities 

we have for you in our Advent Bags this year.  

They will help families of any size to prepare for the 
coming of Jesus Christ this Advent Season.  

Advent Bags are available for pick up on  

Sunday, November 28 

Please check your name off the list if you pick yours up and we’ll 
deliver the rest. 

Pastor’s  
Christmas Open House  

Saturday, December 18  

1-3 pm 
Come by for some holiday treats 

and share your Christmas blessings 
as we celebrate the gift of a babe 

in a manger who saved us. 

Christmas Caroling 

Sunday, December 19 

3-4 PM 
Meet at the church at 2:45 to get your song 
sheets and go over  our route as we bring our 
gifts of music to those who can use a spiritual 
boost this holiday season. We plan to carol for 
only an hour depending on the temperatures 
and the availability of folks to stay longer. 



Advent and Christmas Worship Services 
 

 
Blue Christmas/Longest Night Service 

Tuesday, December 21 at 7 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a service of comfort and light for those who find hope, love, joy, and peace are distant feelings 

 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Services 

Family Service at 5 pm 
Meditative Service at 11 pm 

Daily Prayers by Text 
Beginning November 28 we will be 
sending out daily prayer messages 
via text. These short messages will 
help encourage us in daily prayer 

together as we share our faith 
journeys.   

If you would like to receive these 
texts please contact the office at 

785-825-5170 to get on the list 

 

 

 

Help Us Help Our Neighbors 
Bring new socks, scarves, hats, and 
gloves to hang on the Prayer Shawl 
Tree.Items will be given to Salina 
Shares and put in our Blessing Box.  



SPECIAL CHARGE CONFERENCE 
A Special Charge Conference will be held on 
December 7 at 7pm via Zoom. The purpose of 
the is Special Charge Conference is to determine 
how we will vote in response to the ballot we 
received regarding the Boy Scouts of America 
bankruptcy case.  As a charge conference this is 
only for the Leadership Team and Pastor, so be 
sure to connect with them if you would like to 
give input. 

If you would like to give online please visit 
www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving 

to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 

January Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the January newsletter 
is Monday, December 20. Please make 
sure anything you have for the 
newsletter is submitted to the church 
office by 9:30am on December 20. 

Financial Reports 

You may notice the financial information is 
missing from our newsletter. In order  
for the newsletter to go out in a timely manner 
and the financial information to be the  
most up-to-date we ask if you would like to 
receive the financial information to please email 
accountant@coc-salina.org and request to be 
on the email list for the monthly financial update. 
If you do not have email you are welcome to 
contact the church office for a copy.  
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VANCO GIVING ONLINE  
We have had great response to our online eGiving platform through Vanco.  Thank you for 
your support. Through your contributions, we’re able to share the message of our faith to our 
congregation and the larger community, giving people the strength and compassion 
needed to make it through difficult times such as these. 

 

Vanco provides tools to make giving simple even when you’re unable to attend church. 
Their eGiving is safe and secure, and it allows you to designate your contribution to the 
church funds you’re most passionate about.   

 

eGiving lets you set up one-time or recurring giving through... 

 Mobile app – Download the GivePlus Mobile App on the App Store or on Google Play, 
enter the zip code for our church [67401] and give. 

 www.coc-salina.org  – Easily enter your donation from our website. 

 
You can contact Mollie or Pat at 785.825.5170 so we can give you more information or help 
you get set up. Thank you again for supporting Church of the Cross and the community 
we’ve all worked so hard to nurture. 

We need your gifts! 

Friends, we are looking for folks who can 
help us with Sunday worship.  

Come and hang out with some cool folks 
and help run the Camera, PowerPoint, 
and Sound Board. We will train you and 
you will help others to have a break once 
and awhile. 

 

The band is also looking for some folks 
who can play the drums and keyboard to 
offer more flexibility for member too! 

The Freedom Initiative Craft Sales were  
fantastic! Thank you so much for everyone 
who helped make them successful. Over 
$2,000 was raised to help further this ministry. 
Special thanks to the Prayer Shawl ladies for 
making scrubbies! 

 

Communications 
Friends, Mollie will be on vacation Nov. 25 – Dec. 6 If you have a prayer concern or other 
needs please contact me at pastorlibbyoberdorf@gmail.com or 785-564-1977. When Mollie 
returns from vacation I would encourage you to only contact her during regular business 
hours. If you have an emergency I can help you or connect with her when needed. I know 
she loves hearing from you, but I want us to respect her time off.    Thanks Pastor Libby 



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
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