
December 2020 

Christmas Eve 
 

Join us on Facebook or 
YouTube on Christmas 
Eve for a special COC 
service. The service will 

premier at 6:30p, but can 
be watched any time  

after that. You can  
create your own  

Christmas Eve this way.  

Communion will be a 
part of Christmas Eve 
and if you did not get 

enough in your Advent 
box please let Mollie 

know and she will make 
sure you get more. 



IF THE LORD WILLS, WE WILL … 
In 2015, I, along with leaders in many organizations, religious and secular, led the institutions 

we served to engage in working on five-year- visioning plans dubbed, Vision 2020. Viewing this act 
with 2015 eyes, doing this was a no-brainer! This was a once-in-a-lifetime chance to include the 
phrases Vision and 2020 in a long-range planning project!  What’s more is, the town and church 
where I served—Lyndon, KS and Lyndon KS UMC—were both going to  be engaging in sesquicen-
tennial celebrations, each having been founded in 1870. How cool was that! It was going to be par-
ty time in Lyndon come September 2020!  How could you not create a Vision 2020 plan to celebrate 
150 years of continuous existence?   

A not so funny thing happened on the way to celebrating these milestones; Covid 19’s sur-
prise visit derailed everything!  The church postponed its celebration to a date and time to-be-
determined. The city, with the help of Greg Thill (who with his wife has worshipped with us several 
times) hosted an autumn car show.  
Not a one of us in 2015 looked to 2020 asking, “What could go wrong?” Not a one of us would have 
been able to fathom what was awaiting us had we been told. There’s no way to fully describe the 
ins-and-outs of navigating a pandemic. Most of us are still working on figuring things out as we roll 
into the ninth month of co-existing with Covid 19. 

Of course, we could have looked to Scripture for a bit of guidance back in 2015. The Bible does 
have something to say about making plans. There’s this bit of advice from The Letter of James:  

Pay attention, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such-and-such a town. We will stay 
there a year, buying and selling, and making a profit.’ You don’t really know about tomor-
row.” (What is your life? You are a mist that appears for only a short while before it vanishes.  
Here’s what you ought to say: “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” (James 4:13-15) 

In looking back over this year, the truth of this statement becomes evident; we truly don’t know 
what tomorrow brings. I can’t count the number of times we’ve had to adjust and re-adjust plans, 
often on a moment’s notice! But, you know, this constant state of flux has provided several unex-
pected blessings. 

Number one among these is, we’ve become a more faithful people. We’ve had to learn to 
trust in something beyond our finite selves. This faith, this trust in the God-given-guidance we’ve daily 
received, has enabled us to do things we’d only dreamed of doing previously. In upgrading our 
technology and enlarging our on-line footprint, we’ve increased our ability to reach people in new 
and innovative ways to share faith, hope, love and light in these dark days. 

Secondly, we have found the old idiom to be true: absence really does make the heart grow 
fonder!  2020 has made it clear: we need one-another—community and connection are vital in lives 
well-lived!  COC has worked long and hard to find ways to maintain our faith community. Through 
the use of technology, we’ve gathered in small groups to share Love Laughter and the Lord with 
one-another. Our TLC group has continued to meet weekly on Thursday mornings to enjoy the gift of 
community and the power of prayer with one-another. 

The above are just a couple of examples of the unexpected blessings this year, with its many 
challenges, has brought-about. Who knows what sort of challenges and blessings the next year 
might bring? Certainly not I! But, one thing I do know, as I said earlier, The Church of the Cross has 
learned much about faith and hope and love in this past year! We have found new ways to live into 
our mission of being a caring community that is reaching out to transform lives, though knowing lov-
ing and serving God! And one other thing I know, in the deepest part of my heart is, If the Lord wills, 
we will live and do this and that!  

Merry Christmas to you and yours and Happiest of New Years! 
Pastor Loren  



Bob and Tammy Conner 
Susan Purcell 

Roberta Blakeley and Family 
Those who haven’t been able 

to see their families 
Our medical professionals 

 

A Virtual Christmas Program (VCP) 

Do you have a talent to share? We will be having a Virtual Christmas Program 
this year, brought to you by, well, YOU! If you would like to share a talent, we 
will be recording your special gift December 12-18. Please let Mollie know you 
would like to be included with your song, story, dance, magical act, juggling, 
sword swallowing, etc. Recording will be socially distanced. The COC VCP will 
air on Sunday, December 20 at 6p. You won’t want to miss being a part of this 
amazing program! 

Silver Box 
Each year, we ask for your help in  
recognizing our amazing staff by making a 
contribution to the Silver Box. These gifts are 
then distributed to the staff. Because we 
cannot place the Silver Box in the Narthex, 
there is a Silver Box giving option on our  
website. Gifts may be made up to Sunday, 
December 20. Our staff has made adjust-
ments all year as we navigate through these 
times. Let’s show our appreciation through a 
gift to the Silver Box.  
Visit, www.coc-salina.org to contribute today. 



Advent Devot ions  
During this season, the Advent devotional book which was part of your Advent Box (Prince 
of Peace) and the Advent Candle are leading us through a daily practice as we prepare 
for Christmas.  Be sure to tune on Saturday evenings for the lighting of the Advent Candle 
and the devotional practice for the coming week  (Facebook and YouTube). 

 

We invite you to participate in these weekly devotional activities that are tailored for 
Church of the Cross.  Or you may choose to modify the activities in a manner that allows 
you to prepare for Christmas and the birth of Jesus.   

 

Advent Week 1:  Hope opens our hearts to what is holy and keeps us from selfishness.  
This week, we give Hope to others as we collect donations to be placed in our Bless-
ing Box. 

 

Advent Week 2:  Peace in our hearts grows as we work for a closer relationship with 
each other and with the Lord.  This week, we will pray that others might know Peace 
through Christ. 

 

Advent Week 3:  Joy comes from God, who graces us with every good thing and with 
his unconditional love.  We will recognize those persons that bring us Joy as we create 
an ornament to honor them as we pray for them. 

 

Advent Week 4:  Love is meant to be lived.  To live love is to embrace the example 
that Jesus gave to us.  Let us keep in mind those who need us and to go a step be-
yond our duty-to choose love for them and of them, above and beyond our own in-
terests. 

Online Giv ing Update  
You will notice a new look to our on-line giving options.  We are in the process of converting 
fully to secure, on-line giving options offered through our long-term giving partner, Vanco.  
Once completed, Vanco has an app that will allow you to download onto your phone/
computer to automate payments to Church of the Cross in addition to accessing giving op-
tions on our website.   

It will no longer be necessary to complete authorizations for our accountant to withdraw 
funds from your account.  You will be in total control of setting up payments for one-time 
giving, or as you desire to schedule, or to cancel any automated payments.  Payments 
may be made using either debit or credit card.  We are excited about this upgrade to the 
options available to you and hope that you will consider using this new app.  Watch for the 
roll-out announcement when the app is ready. The switch has already been made on our 
website! 



Year End Giv ing 
As we reach the end of the year, many times the question is asked, how can the church 
best use an extra financial gift?  As we struggle through the many changes and challenges 
of this year, here are some suggestions for your consideration: 

General Fund – Our giving is down approximately 20% from 2019.  While we were able to 
take advantage of the government PPP Loan program and have minimized many 
expenses this year due to our COVID shut downs, we are in need of your continued 
financial support for our ongoing operations. 

Staff Silver Box – See the separate request regarding recognition of our fantastic staff 
during this holiday season. 

Missions and Ministries – Help us to support our conference and the overall missions of 
the United Methodist Church by making a gift ear-marked for Missions and Ministries.  
We have a goal of paying 3% of our giving towards M&M’s this year.  Your gift desig-
nated for this purpose will help us reach this goal. 

Facility Needs – Our facility is overall in good condition after addressing several signifi-
cant maintenance issues over the past few years.  However, if you would like to make 
a contribution towards a specific project, the Courtyard Room, Youth Room and Wor-
ship Room are in need of remodeling.  These projects will be addressed as funding is 
available. 

Dale & Dorothy Peck Scholarship Fund – For a longer lasting impact, consider making a 
contribution to this scholarship fund.  Scholarships are awarded annually to members 
of the church pursuing their education.  10% of the fund balance is awarded each 
year.  Your gift will impact the someone’s life as they strive to reach new goals. 

Amazon Smile – This is a great way to make a difference for Angel Academy and it does 
not cost you anything.  When you shop on Amazon (and who of us doesn’t?), by des-
ignating Church of the Cross as your charity of choice, Amazon will make a donation 
to the church which we have designated to go towards supporting Angel Academy.  
Important:  For Amazon to recognize your purchase qualifies, you must log in to 
http://smile.amazon.com.  

 

You may make gifts on the website for any of the above suggestions.  However, to ensure 
we put it towards your desired project, if you use the general giving option, please send an 
email to our accountant, Julie.richardson@sos-salina.org, giving her instructions for your gift.   

 
 Thank you for your support of Church of the Cross, both in your regular tithes and any addi-
tional giving you may desire to offer. 



Connect ing Worship Exper iences  
 

One of Church of the Cross’ most endearing qualities is our fellowship with one another. 
“Attendance” is up over 10% from last year. This means we are reaching more people and 
that everyone is enjoying a more laid back Sunday morning. However, fellowship changes 
in an on-line environment.  But change does not mean it needs to go away.  It’s still im-
portant to reach out to one another in fellowship.  Here are some suggestions for extending 
fellowship, albeit remotely: 

● Welcome each other in the chat box during worship (its ok to talk during church!).  
Share your concerns and joys so we can pray and celebrate with you. 

● Pick up the phone and call someone you miss seeing.  Instructions for our on-line di-
rectory were included in your Advent Box. 

● Join TLC on Thursday mornings via Zoom!  This group meets at 10 am on Thursdays for 1 
hour.  It’s a wonderful time for fellowship and to be a part of this faith community.  
Mollie or Shirley Davis can get you connected. 

● Join the book study group.  Each Wednesday, the Book Study group meets to discuss 
a current book.  The discussions are lively, thoughtful, and caring.  Sara Gault is lead-
ing the current discussion and a new study will be forming in January.   

● Love, Laugh and the Lord groups are still meeting as fellowship groups.  We will be ask-
ing these groups their suggestions for continuing formats after the start of the new 
year. 

● Do you have a suggestion for another way to connect?  Support is available to help 
get new initiatives off the ground.  Do you feel called to help create something 
new?  Let’s get it going!  Talk to Mollie or Pastor for assistance. 

     This time of year is fascinating to me!  It seems like during the month 
of December, people who may not typically give a thought to the well-
ness of their neighbors are baking them Christmas cookies.  We offer a 
cup of hot chocolate to the Salvation Army bell ringer after dropping in 
a couple of bucks to help people we may never meet.  Kindness and 

love seem to come in extra measure during this season.  These are characteristics that we 
are working to grow in the kiddos at Angel Academy all year long.  I appreciate the ways 
that all of the teachers pour into their students in order to show them the love of Christ. 
Stone soup was a success.  It looked much different this year, we recorded the turkey per-
formance and sent it to parents and just had stone soup for snack. 
     The Angel Academy Christmas celebrations will be our birthday parties for Jesus.  We will 
once again video the performance.  We are planning to make party hats, sing a few songs, 
and decorate Christmas cookies.  The Angels parties will be at 10:00 on December 14th the 
Cherubs will be celebrating at 10:00 on December 15th  afternoon classes at 2:00 on De-
cember 16th and 5 day classes at 10:00 on December 17th.  Please pray that this will bless 
our families with the joyful story of the birth of our savior. 
      May your Christmas be filled with the love of Christ! 
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If you would like to give online please visit www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving 

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary October 31, 2020 
     

  2020 2019 

  October  
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     14,866   $  156,968   $  193,333   $   193,999  
 Angel Academy Income         16,012      143,399      165,000        148,023  
 Other Income (Expense)             914          9,377        11,623         11,058  

Total Income        31,792      309,744      369,956        353,080  
         

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff        11,457      124,386      144,339        149,327  
Operating & Education          1,400        10,060        14,325         11,087  
Buildings & Grounds          5,254        42,053        50,267         44,621  
Conference Missions & Ministry             105          1,867          5,800           1,697  
 Angel Academy Expense         16,012      143,399      165,000        148,023  

 Unbudgeted Expenses /(PPP Loan)                 -         (37,425)                 -    
                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        34,228      284,340      379,731        354,755  
         

Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $     (2,436)  $   25,404   $    (9,775)  $     (1,675) 
         

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $43,070      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $131,942      
 Memorial Funds    $19,005      

 Trustee Building Fund    $10,660      
 Total Cash & Investments     $  204,677      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

The church office is open on Wednesdays 
from 9a - 1p. Please contact Mollie via 
email if possible or at 785-342-1867 if you 
need something outside of Wednesdays. 


