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785-825-5170 
Church Family, 

We have so much to be excited about as we grow our ministries and to connect with our 
neighbors and other service organizations in town (see page 3 for more info on this) and see the 
deep impact our service has on our community! We are thrilled to see some new folks 
connecting with our church family and wanting to partner with us as we grow our ministries. 

This summer we had a variety of opportunities for service because of the different teams 
working on various projects. The garden has been a project of Healthy Congregations with 
Bruce Fast leading our effort. The preschool is underway because of the very dedicated work of 
Pat Mills. Robin Cates leads the backpack give away. Sara Gault leads outreach and 
collaborates with folks on the time for Young Disciples during worship. We have folks like these 
who have offered their time and expertise to lead in these ministries all requiring the support 
and service of the church family because they are all too much for one person to bring to 
fruition without everyone stepping up and stepping in. Knowing this we are asking folks to be a 
part of the Good Neighbor Experiment because Udana is leading it, but it will not develop 
without the congregation joining in. 

Part of my pastoral role is to support and encourage the ministries we are exploring and have 
started. I work with the Leadership Team as we seek consensus on what next steps will help us to 
follow God’s lead based on what we know. My support of our ministries comes through working 
with Mollie to get the word out through announcements, email blasts and our newsletter 
because we want the church to know and be involved. There is no ministry that belongs to a 
single person, we have leaders, but the ministry belongs to the church body. I choose to be 
actively involved in some part of the process of each opportunity to be supportive of the 
leaders and the ministries the Leadership Team approves, which are vital to our future. I’m so 
thankful we have folks who have stepped up to lead and for those who follow to help us live 
into God’s will for us because the results have been utterly amazing! Living in community in this 
way is clearly expressed in Hebrew 10:24-25, “And let us consider how to stir up one another to 
love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 

I hope we are all celebrating what it means for us to live out our calling to be disciples of Jesus 
Christ to make disciples by transforming community by knowing, loving, and serving in God’s 
name. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Libby Oberdorf 



Extending the Table 

August 21 

On August 21 we will be completing our A 
Place at the Table sermon series which invites 
us to extend our table into the community. 
With this in mind we thought it would be fun to 
have outdoor worship again. Steve and Crystal 
Locklear will provide music. We invite you to 
bring a side dish to go along with some 
hotdogs we will grill up.  

Extending our table will include having Rev. 
Darryl Burton and his wife, Valerie, join us for 
worship before Darryl’s afternoon presentation 
at Sam’s Chapel. 

Understanding Pastoral Visitation and Communication 

Pastors work hard to stay connected to the church community though sometimes there are 
things that limit our ability to do so or that would make for stronger connections. 

First, HIPAA has changed what information is shared. I won’t hear from the hospital if you 
are there.  Please contact me or have someone else reach out, it is not a bother to ask for 
a visit, that is what I’m here for. If you or your family and friends can reach out, that is the 
best. Please save my phone number in your phone just in case. My number is 785-564-1977.  

Second, I endeavor to visit people at their homes but I don’t know the best time for you.  If 
you want a visit, please just reach out to me to schedule a time. I want us to get to know 
one another and it helps me support you and your family, in other words to be your pastor. 
Along this same line I was taught not to call or visit people at work, so I won’t intentionally 
do this unless you invite me.  

Third, when you communicate with me I will generally respond in the same way you 
contacted me unless you ask me to respond otherwise. So, if you text me, I will respond with 
text. If communication would be more effective in another manner such as a phone call or 
a visit I may suggest it if you didn’t indicate otherwise yourself.  

Intergenerational Bingo 

Please join us for on September 4, from 2pm-4pm, for a fun packed afternoon of white 
elephant bingo and popcorn and refreshments. White elephant bingo? What’s that you 
ask? It’s where you bring a fun, unique item you already have in your possession and  
desire for someone else to share it with, as a bingo prize. Please bring white elephant  
items at your convenience while visiting the building or contact Udana at 785-833-6619  
to arrange drop off. 



Ministry in Action 

As we begin our work reaching out to the community through Neighboring, Udana and I 
have been connecting with various leaders in the neighborhood and community to 
understand areas where support is needed and to consider ways we might help. Since July 
1, 2022 we have had conversations with the following people to learn more about our 
community and the opportunities we have to come alongside others to create a healthier 
and more wholistic community.   

Pastor Libby has met with Tony Sceidar, Fire Chief; Debbie Rivers, Salina Shares; Sylvia Rice,  
Chamber of Commerce; Chad Young, Salina Rescue Mission and Grace Resource Center; 
Chris Shum, Salina Grace Resource Center, Daniel Craig, Live Well Salina and Pathways at 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield Grant program; Sean Morton, Chief of Police; Karen Couch, Food 
Bank; Mike Schrage, City Manager; and Amanda Barnett and Ashley Jarvis from Build a Pro. 

Udana has met with Rochelle Anspaugh, Heartland Early Head Start, USD305; Karin 
Klemmer, Infant Child Development Program, Salina Regional Health Center; Dario 
Vasquez, Pastor La Miel Covenant Church; Ruth Muñoz, Worship Leader, Aliento de Vida 
Church; Linda Simpson, LPC, Counseling Services; Necol Sample, AA , ECE (Early Childhood 
Education), CAPS (Child Advocacy and Parenting Services); Andrea Quill and Erin Langley, 
DVACK (Domestic Violence Association); Rev. John Luce, First Church of the Nazarene; 
Pastor Jessie Smith and Office Assistant Kelly Carpenter, Crossroads Church 

 

We both met with Brandon Cheeks, Sunset Elementary Principal, USD305 and Jayson 
Pagan, one of the pastors at Calvary Apostolic Church.  

 

These have been very fruitful conversations and we have learned that there are many, 
many opportunities to serve as a church or individually and to support our community with 
others.  Sunset Elementary is very interested in partnering with us in a variety of ways from 
having folks serve as crossing guards to offering a Bible Club program and joining the PTA 
and supporting teacher appreciation. Salina Shares can use various household items to 
support their expansive work and has opportunities to volunteer in a variety of ways. 
(www.salinashares.com) The Salina Rescue Mission (salinarescuemission.com) has 
opportunities to serve meals and volunteer in a number of ways, especially now while the 
Salina Grace Resource Center is temporarily housed with them. The Food Bank could use 
help packaging up food and transporting food or people with groceries home, currently 
the staff donates provide for transportation.  

We are so excited about what we’ve learn and the willingness of our community to partner 
with us to love our neighbors who are struggling. Watch for more info on how to serve. 



The Good Neighbor Experiment 

As we shared in an email blast our leadership Team voted to be a part of the Good 
Neighbor Experiment (GNE) because we understand it will help us to learn to strengthen our 
relationships in the community and with our neighbors. The GNE in our area was founded in 
part by one of Salina’s own, Rev. Adam Barlow-Thompson.  

GNE partners with the Lily Endowment, UMC Discipleship Ministries, and the United 
Methodist Health Ministry Fund. Through these partnerships funding is provided to allow us to 
learn about Neighboring and to receive coaching as strengthen our neighboring. If you 
have thought about being on our team, but have reservations, please reach out to Pastor 
Libby for a conversation. Below is some additional information about the Neighboring 
Movement.  

 

The Good Neighbor Experiment (GNE) is a transformative learning process that prepares 
congregations with the practical tools they need to forge more meaningful relationships 
and to create sustainable impact in their community. 

We speak to so many congregations that desire to thrive as instruments of God’s love. 
However, between COVID-19, declining church membership, and shifting cultural and 
societal contexts, this desire can feel challenging to live out. 

In completing the Good Neighbor Experiment, we hope that you and your church will both 
experience a culture shift and gain practical tools to get to know your actual, literal 
neighbors in the following ways: 

 experience a shift in emphasis from programs to relationship 

 experience a shift in focus from scarcity to abundance 

 experience a shift from inauthenticity to joy and discernment 

 learn a dynamic set of tools founded in asset-based community development 

 gain access to resources such as 24 weeks of small group curriculum, a worship series 
planning guide, 4 weeks of youth and adult Sunday School curriculum, marketing tools, and 
more 

 receive continued connection (post-GNE) to The Neighboring Movement and other 
churches across the country through our alumni network. 

While our church engages in neighboring Pastor Libby will also be working with the Faith 
Animator Network (FAN), an extension of neighboring. She will be connecting with other 
Faith Leaders across the country to share experiences and ideas around Neighboring to 
help learn some best practices and to further develop Neighboring process to extend to 
community leaders beyond they neighborhood.  
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VANCO GIVING ONLINE  
We have had great response to our online eGiving platform through Vanco.  Thank you for 
your support. Through your contributions, we’re able to share the message of our faith to our 
congregation and the larger community, giving people the strength and compassion 
needed to make it through difficult times such as these. 

Vanco provides tools to make giving simple even when you’re unable to attend church. 
Their eGiving is safe and secure, and it allows you to designate your contribution to the 
church funds you’re most passionate about.   

eGiving lets you set up one-time or recurring giving through... 

 Mobile app – Download the GivePlus Mobile App on the App Store or on Google Play, 
enter the zip code for our church [67401] and give. 

 www.coc-salina.org  – Easily enter your donation from our website. 

 
You can contact Mollie or Pat at 785.825.5170 so we can give you more information or help 
you get set up. Thank you again for supporting Church of the Cross and the community 
we’ve all worked so hard to nurture. 

We need your gifts! 
Friends, we are looking for folks who 
can help us with Sunday worship.  

Come and hang out with some cool 
folks and help run the Camera, 
PowerPoint, and Sound Board. We 
will train you and you will help others 
to have a break once and awhile. 

We are also looking for a lead 
vocalist or others who would like to 
share their gifts of music to enhance 
our worship. 

 

Blessing Box Needs 

Canned Fruit  

Peanut Butter 

Canned Vegetables 

Bread or Crackers 

Grab-n-Go snacks 

September Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the August newsletter is Wednesday, 
August 24. Please make sure anything you have for the 
newsletter is submitted to the church office by 
9:30am.on August 24. 

Update your Information with COC!! 
Church friends, I am working to update our church 
software and church directory with current 
addresses, emails, and phone numbers. You would 
be surprised at how many home phone numbers I 
have for people who no longer have a home 
phone number! If you would please email 
mollie.purcell@coc-salina.org your contact 
information that would be great! If you don’t email 
you can call the church office between 9:00am 
and 1pm Monday - Friday to make sure we have 
the most up to date information. I look forward to 
putting together a complete church directory as 
soon as I have accurate information. 

Thanks, 
Mollie 



Backpack Give Away 

Wow! Wow! Wow! It is such a beautiful thing to see how we can all contribute to our 
ministry serving our community. Thank you to the folks in TLC who put together the school 
supplies to be ready for distribution. We had so many folks who helped arrange things and 
to help with the give away it would be difficult to name everyone. Robin Cates, the 
coordinator, was that we gave away 211 backpacks in 38 minutes and we still had people 
coming. It looks like we’ll need more next year. The joy for the parents and the kids and the 
many thanks received illuminated the love of Jesus Christ in our work. We are blessed! 



Garden Update 
Several people helped to get the garden beds set up. Bruce and Katie Fast have partially 
filled the beds, so we can finish quickly. We would love to have a workday on Saturday 
August 13 at 9 am for about an hour (depending on how many come to help) to finish 
filling the beds. Then we are ready to put down some mulch around them. 

If you can help, please text or call Pastor Libby at 785-564-1977. 

H o w  c a n  I  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  s l l  i n  U k r a i n e  a n d  t h o s e  fl e e i n g  t h e  v i o l e n c e ?  

At this me, all gi s to UMCOR’s Interna onal Disaster Response and Recovery Advance will be used to assist 
those who remain in Ukraine and those who have fled the violence to neighboring na ons. Gi s can be made 
in the following ways: 

Online at h ps://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450 
 By toll-free telephone call: 1-888-252-6174 

 By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” wri en on the memo 
line and mailed to Global Ministries/UMCOR, GPO, P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068 

By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” wri en on the memo line 
and given to any United Methodist church. 

YMCA Daycare -  
 The YMCA Daycare opened effective August 2. They are in search of more staff 
people so they can open to full capacity. There are some full-time and part-time positions 
available. Full-time positions offer health insurance, a 401K, discounts on childcare and 
other benefits. If you know someone who would be interested please have them go to 
www.salinaymca.org/careers to apply. If they are not trained as a lead teacher the 
Director, Tabby, will work with them to get certified in less than a year.  

 Our daycare will also have room for folks who want to volunteer. Please contact 
Tabby about getting the necessary paperwork to volunteer.  

 This is such a blessed time for our church as we come alongside the YMCA to meet 
needs in the community celebrating our abundant gifts.  

UMCOR Response to Kentucky Floods 

As flood response efforts continue across areas of eastern Kentucky, UMCOR issued a 
solidarity grant of $10,000 to Kentucky Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church 
to help those in need of hope and healing.  

If you’d like to donate to UMCOR to support response efforts for this and other US disasters, 
you can do so here: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster or you can 
write a check to the church and put in the memo line it is for “Kentucky floods) 
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