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Good day, Sunshine! 

This may seem like an unusual way to begin my message to you, but it was the greeting that 
came to mind as I thought about this beautifully mild summer day and the Beatle’s song 
“Good Day Sunshine?” The lyrics to the first verse are “I need to laugh, and when the sun is 
out, I've got something I can laugh about. I feel good, in a special way. I'm in love and it's a 
sunny day.” Today I need really need the sunshine, so I have something to laugh about that 
sinks into the depths of my soul.  

I need a good laugh because I am sad that my hopes of getting to spend time with folks in 
worship and other gatherings will be limited as Covid numbers rise once again. The Covid 
variant numbers have risen in our area to the highest levels of Covid infection we have seen 
since March. With this in mind, our Leadership Team decided we need to make a change 
again because we care for our members, especially the most vulnerable. As an act of car-
ing for one another we have decided we will return to online worship, and we will still meet 
in person outdoors on Sundays as the weather permits. So, this Sunday, August 8 you can 
bring your lawn chairs and join us by the shelter house to worship in person or you can hang 
around home, the lake, or wherever and connect with us online. Indoor gatherings are lim-
ited to six people who are masked and socially distanced. We will still recommend masks for 
our outside gathering. I am thankful for your flexibility and support as we do our best to care 
for one another as this season draws on much longer than we expected it would.  

We are fortunate to be walking through this season together in this time, rather than being 
alone. I was just thinking this morning about how difficult it would have been to be a pio-
neer or an early settler living so far away from others and relying on work to fill the days. We 
have many more comforts today, which makes this time so much more uncomfortable be-
cause we have more time to fill. I pray that you will find ways to connect with God and if 
you are feeling lonely you will reach out to your church family as we do our best to stay 
connected with you because we know we are bound together as the body of Christ in 
God’s love.  

- Pastor Libby 





First United Methodist Church (FUMC) Preschool 
FUMC is starting a preschool this year, Play First Preschool. Their 
building will not be ready for the start of school. So, they will be  
using the nursery classroom three days a week in the morning until 
their building is complete. It will be exciting to have preschoolers in 
the building.  

Whether online or in-person, all participants will have the same schedule. National  
renowned speakers will bring their unique insights to some of today’s most significant issues 
for the church, and you’ll come away encouraged and empowered to lead your church 
forward. Visit https://leadership.sharechurch.com/ to register!  
The cost is $79 to attend online! 

Night to Shine Update 
Church of the Cross has been the leader in organizing and putting on Night to Shine for the 
past few years. The Night to Shine committee from COC is ready to pass the torch to First 
United Methodist Church. They will be the organizing 
church for the 2022 event. They will still need many 
volunteers from the community and will announce 
opportunities to volunteer closer to the event.  



Find the needle 

Somewhere in this issue of The Messenger you will find a needle like the one pictured below. 
Email mollie.purcell@coc-salina.org and let her know where you found it! The first three to 
email Mollie will win a special prize! 

Freedom Initiative - Craft Sale 
The Freedom Initiative is busy working on 
projects to sell at their craft sale on Oc-
tober 23. They have a few items they 
need: 

 Old Jeans - It doesn’t matter the size 
or condition. They are planning to use 
the seams. 

 Scrap pieces of 2x4’s - They can be 
any size. 

Donations can be dropped off at the church between 9:30am and 1pm Monday - Friday or 
Sunday mornings. If you need to have items picked up please call the church office to 
schedule a pickup.  

A special thank you to the Prayer Shawl Ministry for helping make pot scrubbers! 

Pew Project 
Sanctuary Task Force 

One of the first impressions visitors 
have of our church is sitting down in a 
pew on Sunday morning. We know 
that sitting down in certain pews can 
be a bit of a mystery as to whether its 
is going to hold or you will fall in. We 
are putting together a Sanctuary Task 
Force to research options for making our space more user friendly and more flexible to use. 
If you are interested in working with this task force. Please contact Pastor Libby.  

Sermon Discussion with Pastor Libby 
Monday Evenings we will gather at 6:30 pm to discuss the previous day’s sermon and then 
to look ahead to the next week’s scripture and share our initial thoughts. The sessions are 
planned for an hour, though may go longer if some folks would like to have a more in depth 
discussion. This is very informal. 



Thank you to everyone who donated school supplies  
and funds to help purchase them! Thanks to you, 200  

backpacks were filled and will be given to children on  
Saturday, August 7. If you would like to come be a part of 

the giveaway party it starts at 6pm in the shelter house! 



Leadership Team Report from our July 21, 2021 meeting 
Our Leadership Team approved the use of one of our pre-school classrooms by Salina First 
UMC to house their pre-school until their space is completed and approved for use. 

We approved two Task Forces, one for the Sanctuary space and one for Family Ministries. 
Family Ministries will include discerning the direction for our learning opportunities  
particularly around  intergenerational activities throughout the year as well as discerning 
next steps for Angel Academy while they are taking a holy pause. 

Our SPPRC is working to create and update job descriptions.  

Plans are being made to do further work with our Readiness 360 coach, Rev. Rick Saylor, 
and our District Superintendent, Rev. Karen Rice-Ratzloff to help us move forward together. 

Pastor Libby intends to share the parsonage with a friend in the near future and possibly  
create a retreat space since there is much more room than she needs for just herself. He 
commitment to intentional communities and the desire to effectively use resources led to 
this plan. 

A request for $2,800 in funds for backpacks, supplies, promotion, and the Backpack  
Giveaway Party was approved.  

Our budget is doing well, mostly because we have cut some of our spending. We made a 
request for insurance relief from the Great Plains UMC that will be about $1,400. 

We also determined that with the rising numbers of Covid cases we had returned to the 
high level, red zone which means we need to be the most cautious in our gatherings. We 
determined that we would return to masking for all activities in the church and would  
require social distancing along with no food or drinks. 

The Freedom Initiative Craft Fair will be Oct. 23.  

Spirituality Study Coming to COC 
“The Artist’s Way” by Julie Cameron will take us on a 
spiritual path to help us tap into the creativity God 
gives all of us to write or to paint or do whatever 
creative endeavor we might imaging.  Often, we 
don’t think of ourselves as creative enough, but in 
God’s eyes we are enough. Creativity flows through 
all of us, we just need to understand how to tap into 
it. We are planning to begin “The Artist’s Way” study 
on Sunday, September 12 at 6 PM. The class will be 
offered online and in person based on  
circumstances at the time. Please contact Mollie if 
you want to join us on this creative journey.  
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If you would like to give online please visit www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving 
to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary  July 31, 2021 
     

  2021 2020 

  July 
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     16,428   $  102,665   $  110,833   $      109,921  
 Angel Academy Income           4,630        83,617        87,500           102,880  
 Other Income / PPP Loan*        58,705        65,043          6,709              7,264  

Total Income        79,763      251,325      205,042           220,065  

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff          8,844        75,206        84,495             89,578  
Office             952          3,219          3,938              2,746  
Technology          1,011          5,684          4,579              3,927  
Buildings & Grounds          6,809        32,414        33,477             27,898  
Worship/Mission/Outreach             451          1,204          2,217              1,717  
Conference Missions & Ministry          2,698          4,433          4,433              1,717  
 Angel Academy Expense           4,630        83,617        87,500           102,880  
 Unbudgeted Expenses /(PPP Loan) *         29,197              48             291            (37,405) 

Total Expenditures        54,592      205,825      220,930           193,058  
         
Excess of Receipts Over Expenses  $     25,171   $   45,500   $  (15,888)  $        27,007  
         
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund     $   83,703      
 Restricted/Designated Funds     $  162,546      
 Memorial Funds     $   19,027      
 Trustee Building Fund     $     4,366      
 Outstanding Payables     $          -        

 Total Cash & Investments     $  269,642      
          

 * PPP Loan Proceeds reclasses from Expense to Revenue sections on July Financial State-



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

COC Sta f f  
 

Pastor  L ibby Oberdor f  -  Pastor  
Of f ice Hours  Monday 9am -1pm 

Tuesday 2pm -  5pm 
pastor l ibbyoberdor f@gmai l .com  

785-564-1977  

Mol l ie  Purcel l  -  Admini s t rat ive Ass i s tant  
 Of f ice Hours  Monday -  F r iday 9am -  1pm 

mol l ie .purcel l@coc-sa l ina.org  
785-825-5170  

Pat  Mi l l s  -  Leadersh ip Counci l  Chai r  
pmi l l s2222@cox.net  

785-819-4454  

Judy Beck -  Lay  Leader  
l kbeckfam@gmai l .com  

785-452-5384  


