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RECEIVING THE END RESULT OF YOUR FAITH 
“What this world needs is a good depression,” my Dad would say in his more curmudgeonly moments. 
Usually such an outburst was prompted by the lack-luster service  rendered by an employee of some 
business concern, (i.e. a service station attendant, a store clerk, a  restaurant employee, the local 
Postmaster or, what have you...) “A good depression” – an oxymoron if ever I’ve heard one— was my 
Dad’s prescription for a cure to the indifference and irreverence of the world.   

If anyone could be considered well-versed in economic depressions and general hard times, my Dad 
would be among that group. Born in 1914 in Oklahoma and moving to central Kansas a few years lat-
er, Dad was a fifteen-year old  boy when the depression began in 1929 and had grown to be a  man 
in his mid-twenties by the time the beginning of World War II helped return employment to pre-1929 
levels. 

While hesitant to follow in my Dad’s footsteps calling for a “good depression” to begin to set things 
right in the world, my sixty-three- year-old self understands his underlying logic a  whole lot better 
these days. I have come to believe that what my Dad was saying, in his way, is precisely what a friend 
of mine says in a less-provocative and grumpy fashion, by proclaiming: “ smooth seas do not make for 
good sailors.”   

As you’ve heard me say many times before, I’ve come to the realization that  a number of people 
don’t come to faith because they’ve seen the light, but, rather, because  they’ve felt the heat. Be-
cause the hardships of the world leave them with no other place to turn than the sanctuary of faith—
reliance-on and trust-in, God. 

The  beginning sentences of the sixteenth Epistle (Letter) of the New Testament finds the author of 1 
Peter writing to a fledgling Christian community located in northern Asia Minor that has been experi-
encing persecution at the hands of anti-Christian forces.  A group to whom 1 Peter 1:6-7 speaks, not-
ing they : “ have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of [their]faith—being more pre-
cious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory 
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.” ( Please note the conversion by fire rather than light motif 
as it’s evidenced in this passage!) 

The next couple of verses in this epistle go a long way towards pointing to what I think my Dad and 
my friend were each trying to say when they, respectively, spoke of the value of good depressions, 
and, seas that are not smooth. Consider, 1 Peter says to those 1st Century Christians suffering persecu-
tion, “ Though you have not seen him, [Jesus] you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the 
end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 

Notice this text doesn’t say God caused these people to suffer so God’s power into salvation might 
be made evident. But, rather, this passage says, in the midst of this time of hardship, caused by out-
side forces, the people’s faith is being refined and they are receiving the end result of faith—the sal-
vation of their souls. They are receiving the end result of their faith! They are receiving salvation! 

The world doesn’t need a good depression to help it live into its potential. The world doesn’t need 
rough seas to set it straight. The world doesn’t need a pandemic to help turn it around. What the 
world needs is for we Christians to live-into and out-of our faith. The world simply needs the members 
of the Church to  be those in whom God is working, day-in-and-day-out, to deliver the end result of 
our faith ; to save our souls,  because-of our faith, because of our reliance-on  and  our constant turn-
ing-to Jesus— the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” “You are the light of the world” my friends. If 
there is any hope today it will come from each of you  letting your light shine brightly in this time of 
darkness so that others might see, and claim for themselves, the real-life truth of the salvation of our 
souls that’s available here-and-now, and forevermore, in-and-through our Risen Savior, Jesus Christ, 
and the power of God’s Holy Spirit! ~ Pastor Loren 



Thank you from TLC 
A huge THANK YOU to Shirley Davis for keeping us connected!! 

She set up TLC on Zoom and has done a fantastic job of helping 
those of us that are “challenged” to be included in viewing and 
talking to each other since we have not been able to gather in 
the usual way. There have been around 20, give or take, that 
“tune in” Thursday mornings to visit and pray for those that are in 
need.  
Thank you so much, 
The TLC “Zoomers” 

R360 Begins  
As the next step in the Readiness360 survey 
that the congregation took last December, 
the R360 Task Force has begun meeting to 
discern a direction forward for our church.  
We are at a time where it is necessary to con-
sider our identity and to set our future focus.  
With the changes we’ve experienced with 
COVID-19, we are fortunate that we commit-
ted to this process as we re-emerge to a new 
normal.  With the help of a coach, Rick Saylor, a retired District Superintendent that has served 
churches in our area, we look forward to engaging the congregation in this process. 

Reopening Plans 
We have been consistently working toward holding live worship services and planning to ensure 
your safety.  The technology will be ready to roll out in the next few weeks and will allow us to have 
both live worship and to stream the service for viewing on your computer, either live or recorded for 
later viewing.  We recognize that even though we may have in-person worship, many people may 
prefer to continue to social distance and watch the service on their computer.  Our upgrades will 
allow this to happen.  

We will abide by the most stringent Phase out requirement by the State or Saline County.  At the 
time of this writing, we were in Phase 3 which allows gatherings of no more than 45.  Should this 
Phase be changed to an earlier Phase, we will not hold in-person worship.  Your safety is the most 
important thing.  Watch the website (www.coc-salina.org) and Facebook for the most recent  
information! When we are ready to reopen to in-person services announcements will be made via 
Facebook, the website, and email. We look forward to seeing everyone when we are able to return! 

Worship Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who has helped make our online worship succeed! This includes Loren  
Drummond, Carolyn Wright, Sandy Norris, Conner Gies, Cindy Lamia, Michael Lamia, Kirsten Lamia, 
Sharon Steponick, Julie Rowe, Jim Cates, Julie Cates, Keith Bennett, Sara Gault, Judy Beck, Gage 
Roberts, Carter Purcell, David Daire, Brian Pratto, Bill Gies, Joelle Nichols, Bill Burrows, Greg Nichols,  
Dalton Hartley, Kamber Sanneman, and any one else that may have been left off of this list.  

You are appreciated! 



We are busy getting everything ready for preschool to start on the 31st! We 
have put lots of new things in place to keep everyone as safe as possible. 
Please continue to pray for our students and staff as we figure out what our 
new normal-ish looks like! We are also praying for mild weather so we can uti-
lize our outdoor space as well! 

 

We still have a couple of afternoon spots available if you know anyone who might be interested! 
 
Layla Peppers 
Angel Academy Director 

Flamingo Fundraiser Update! 
Thank you so much to ALL the people who have participated in our Flamingo Fundraiser! 
We hope that those who have found our friendly flocks in their yards have enjoyed them, 
and we can’t wait to bring them to even more friends! Due to popular demand, we will 
continue our fundraiser through the end of August! So we still have some spaces available 
and would be happy to take them to the yard of your choice! 

How it works: 

1. Go to http://coc-salina.org/flamingo-fundraiser  and fill out the form! 

2. You will receive an email so that you can make your $20 donation. 

3. We will put your order on our list and deliver flamingos to that yard. 

4. Flamingos move on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, so they will stay in the yard for two full 
days, or three on the weekend! 

5. We will come get the flamingos and deliver them to the next yard! 

 

Don’t want flamingos in your yard? No problem! You can go to the same link and buy Flamingo 
Insurance! For $40 we promise to keep your yard flamingo free! 



 
Bob and Tammy Conner 

George Purcell 
Medical Professionals 

First Responders 
Those experiencing  

social injustices 

Blood Drive Needs You 

Our next Red Cross Blood Drive will be Thursday, August 13 from Noon to 6:00 pm.  Due to the pan-
demic, several blood drives have been cancelled and there have been fewer donations.  This has 
caused a severe shortage in the blood supply.  The Red Cross needs your help in ensuring an ade-
quate blood supply exists and have implemented the highest standards of safety and infection con-
trol to ensure your safety while donating.  All blood is now being tested for COVID-19 antibodies as 
an additional health service to all donors.    

You may signup online to donate at www.redcrossblood.org or call Pat Mills at 785-819-4454 to make 
an appointment. 

Financial Update 
This year has brought many challenges as we have all adjusted how we deal with the pandemic.  
These challenges have financially impacted our church as well.  We have adjusted where ever pos-
sible and as quickly as possible to meet some of these challenges.  Some of the steps that have 
been taken include resetting the thermostats to conserve electricity and reduced custodial expens-
es as the building has reduced activities.  But there are still necessary and ongoing expenses.   

For 2020, our monthly expenses have averaged $18,000.   In giving, we’ve received around 82% of 
2019 giving, or about $16,000 per month.  We were helped by receiving a PPP (forgivable) Loan in 
the amount of $37,500 for the general fund which nearly covered payroll and utilities for 2 ½ months.  
However, those proceeds are been fully recognized and we do not anticipate any additional relief 
from the government.   

Know that your gifts are important as we resume operations.  We continually look at our operations 
and try to ensure we are using our resources as God leads us.  Many of your families have been fi-
nancially impacted by this pandemic.  Your commitment to giving is important as we bring new life 
to Church of the Cross.   

How to give?  You can set up for automatic payments, give online, mail in or drop off a check in our 
secured mailbox.  Call Pat Mills, Shirley Patrick or Julie Richardson, if you have questions about how 
to give or our finances.   

As we are told in 2 Corinthians 9:7:  God loves a cheerful giver.  We hope that you feel blessed when 
you have made your gift because you have been a blessing to this church.  Thank You. 



How to reserve your pew for when we return 
On the next page you will find 
the layout of the sanctuary. Each 
pew has an assigned number L1 - 
L14 are on the left side of the 
sanctuary as you walk in and R1 - 
R17 are on the right side. Pews 
L10 and R7 are setup to  
accommodate wheelchairs or 

walkers so please leave those for people who need them. You will sit on the side where the number 
is on the chart to allow social distancing. So for example L1 would be left side of the church right 
side of the pew and L2 would be left side of the church left side of the pew.  

We ask that only those residing in the same household sit in the same pew. Each pew can  
accommodate up to 4 adults or two adults and three or four small children depending on size. 

To reserve your pew please: 

Email mollie.purcell@coc-salina.org with the pew location you would like and your name. If you are 
unable to email in your reservation please call Mollie at 785-342-1867 and let her know or leave a 
voicemail for her as to which pew you are looking to reserve along with your name.  

We do look forward to seeing everyone hopefully soon.  
If you have any questions please contact Mollie. 

Worship Volunteers Needed 
 

As we start in person worship, we need volunteers to fulfill the following important roles to ensure 
everything happens smoothly.   

 

Ushers 

Computer and Soundboard Operator 

Videographers 

Musician (Accompanist, Singers) 

Liturgist 

 

Because the actual duties have changed from previous responsibilities, Job Descriptions for these 
positions will be on the website soon.  Would you be willing to serve in one of these positions?  
Please let Mollie know. 





Sun Mon Tue Wed  Thu  F r i  Sat  

      1  

2  
Michael  
Lock lear  

3  
Ron Ba l t ze l l  

4  5  6  7  8  

9  10  11  
Sharon 
Steponick  

12  
B lake  
Sanneman 

13  14  15  

16  
Josh  
Sanneman 

17  18  19  20  
Dave Mi l l s  

21  22  

23  24  
Dodi   
F rank l in  

25  26  27  28  
Jean 
McDanie l  

29  

30 

Cindy Baker 

31      
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While we are unable to meet in person we continue to have an online service and continue 
to run the every day functions of the church. If you would like to give online please visit 

www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary June 30, 2020 
     

  2020 2019 

  June 
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     13,421   $   97,924   $  116,000   $   119,451  
 Angel Academy Income         13,708        97,987      103,000         88,336  
 Other Income (Expense)             845          5,814          6,870           6,085  

Total Income        27,974      201,725      225,870        213,872  
         

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff        15,427        78,512        86,604         92,742  
Operating & Education          1,019          6,259          8,775           7,379  
Buildings & Grounds          3,792        25,961        30,400         27,196  
Conference Missions & Ministry               20          1,622          3,480              183  
 Angel Academy Expense         13,708        97,987      103,000         88,336  
 Unbudgeted Expenses (PPP Loan)         (24,176)      (37,526)                 -    
                -                 -        

Total Expenditures          9,790      172,815      232,259        215,836  
         

Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $     18,184   $   28,910   $    (6,389)  $     (1,964) 
         

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $46,576      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $140,268      
 Memorial Funds    $20,667      

 Trustee Building Fund    $8,230      
 Total Cash & Investments     $  215,741      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

We look forward to when we can all worship together 
in person.  Until then if you need anything please let us 

know and we will do what we can to help! 


