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Hello Church, 

First, I want to thank you for your patience in the delivery of our newsletter this month. 
Sometimes things just pile up and before you know if it is Friday. Patience is one a challenge 
for human beings as we wait for God’s time that doesn’t always match our expectations. I 
have been reminded of this over the last several months as we have been practicing what 
it means to take a Holy Pause. We are learning that we seem to still arrive where God wants 
us to be.  

Today I am thinking abouts our plans for starting a community garden. We have been 
working to get some of our folks certified so we have a team. Once our team was certified 
we could then apply for a Garden Grant from “The Big Garden” a United Methodist Church 
ministry. Yesterday we completed the application which it will go in today. I’m so excited 
for us to have this opportunity to help our neighbors have greater access to fresh produce, 
an identified need in the Salina Community, but also because gardens are a rich part of 
our Christian heritage. 

When God set out creating this world plants and gardens were created as soon as the 
needed elements were in place, light, water, and soil. When God first created human 
beings they too were set in the garden and were told it would sustain them. God makes it 
clear a garden will   nourish our bodies, minds, and souls. It is also in the Garden that God 
creates community. 

During Holy Week, next week, we will walk with Jesus on his triumphal walk into Jerusalem 
and again a few days later we’ll join him and the disciples at the last supper and then 
follow them into the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. Scripture tells us that Jesus went into 
the garden “grieved and agitated.” He brought friends with him (community) because he 
needed support in his time of deep distress, knowing his earthly live was about to end. He 
prayed for his cup to be removed, but if it was not God’s will then he would accept it.  

Our journey continues as Jesus is arrested crucified on a cross, died, and was buried. Then 
according to the gospel of John on Easter Sunday, Peter, the disciple whom Jesus loved, 
and Mary Magdalene go to the tomb in the garden and find that it is empty. The disciples 
return home while Mary lingers and weeps. At first, she is alone, yet two angels (continued) 



 

Heart Wisdom Creating a Clear Path to Discipleship Series Scriptures. 

April 10 Philip. 2:5-11; Luke 19:28-40  Disciples’ Life – Obedience and Conversion  

April 17 John 20:1-18  Our Covenant Journey - Life as a Pilgrimage  

April 24 Pastor Libby will be at Spiritual Direction Training– Robin Cates will be with you. 

May 1  We will have a retired guest preacher from the area. 

Coming on Maundy Thursday, April 14, 
2022 at 6pm to Salina Church of the Cross. This 
powerful presentation, will be shared 
by missionary,  Bob Mendelsohn, from Jews for 
Jesus, who will demonstrate the link between 
the Jewish feast of Passover and the last supper 
Jesus shared with His disciples. 

Join us for an explanation of the beautiful 
symbolism of the Jewish ceremony called a seder. We’ll weave the story of the exodus and 
freedom from slavery together with the messianic hope realized in Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection. The words “do this in remembrance of me” will take on an even deeper 
meaning to Christians as we learn the significance of the tradition Jesus observed the night 
before He died and give us a closer look at the very Jewish life He led. 

Jewish or not, religious or not—all are welcome for this unforgettable, thought-provoking 
experience. 

Have questions? Call Salina Church of the Cross at 785-825-5170, 

(continued) appear in the tomb where she is looking. They wondered why she wept, she 
replied, “They have taken away my Lord and I don’t know where they have laid him.” Then 
the man she presumed was the gardener spoke with her a bit, but as soon as he said her 
name “Mary” she realized it was Jesus. 

Gardens are holy ground, where God does miraculous things. I pray our garden will be a 
place of community and unexpected miracles where our neighbors meet Jesus and know 
God’s love.    Grace and Peace,  Pastor Libby 



Holy Week Schedule 
 

April 10  Palm Sunday, Worship at 10 am 

April 14 Maundy Thursday, Christ in the 
   Passover at 6 pm 

April 15 Good Friday, Worship at 7 pm. 

April 17 Easter Sunday, Sunrise Service  
   at 7:15 am 

  Easter Sunday, Worship at  

   10 am. 

UMCOR Offering 

Through the month of April we will be taking up a special offering to help cover the adminis-
trative costs for UMCOR. This offering used to be called One Great Hour of Sharing. If you 
wish to leave a gift for this purpose please mark it as UMCOR and drop it off at the church. 

Theater Department 

The spring musical at Kansas Wesleyan is Sugar. During their last rehearsal we would like to 
provide desserts for them and a few words of encouragement. The date is currently still  
being discussed but information will be sent out via email soon! 

Endowment Fund Update 

Match Madness 2022 

 

During the Match Madness event, we received total donations of $1,950 PLUS an estimated 
match of $894 PLUS an additional award of $70 from the free throw contest. The total in-
crease to our Church Endowment Fund is $2,914.  Thanks to the Greater Salina Community 
Foundation for hosting this event, special thanks to Sam Riffel for shooting free throws for us, 

United Women of Faith (Formally UMW) 

UWF will be meeting on Tuesday, April 12 at 1:30pm. They will have a guest speaker,  
Jasmine, from Salina Grace. Salina Grace is a ministry of Grand Avenue UMC that provides 
a warm place for those in need. In an effort to help them please bring travel size toiletries. 



Ministry in Action 

YMCA Child Care 
Work continues on preparing the space 
for us to have small children in our church 
a well as infants and a whole new group 
of YMCA staff. We expected they would 
be moving in for May 1, but now it will be 
June 1.  

As we prepare for the children Pat 
occasionally needs some help with small 
projects from moving things to painting 
and organizing. If you can help, let her 
know and if she calls on you please do 
your best to serve as you can. We are 
able to do much of this work thanks to 
grants offered by Child Care Aware. 

 

 

 

 

 

Aphesis Ministries 
Aphesis Ministries is the new name we are 
transitioning to for Freedom Initiative. 
Aphesis (aph·e·sis) is the Greek word that 
means to be released from incarceration 
and be set free.  We are clarifying our 
ministry focus and looking for ways to 
partner with other organizations who work 
with returning citizens. We are planning a 
special event in August with guest 
speaker, Rev. Darryl Burton, who was 
wrongfully accused and spend 24 years in 

Healthy Congregations 
We are working on building our Healthy 
Congregations Team so we are active 
and eligible for the yearly $1,000 grant as 
well as other special grant opportunities. 
Currently our team consists of Sherry 
Cates (Team Leader), Judy Plankenhorn, 
Sara Gault, Bruce Fast, and Judy Beck. To 
be a team and receive grants we must 
have at least three people on the team , 
however, it is better to have more in case 
circumstances change. 

We are very excited about the number of 
people who have signed up for Walk 
Kansas, we have about 16 people 
involved. You walkers rock!! 

Our biggest project that is just getting 
underway is to start a community garden 
on our space just south of the playground. 
We are planning to make this space into 
a garden because access to fresh fruits 
and vegetables has been identified as on 
of the greater needs in the Salina area. 
With the garden in place we will regularly 
be able to off fresh food in the blessing 
box as well as provide a space for 
neighbors to come and grow their own.  

We would love to have you come and 
join us when we are ready to set up and 
throughout the season. This is part of our 
outreach to get to know our neighbors.  
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VANCO GIVING ONLINE  
We have had great response to our online eGiving platform through Vanco.  Thank you for 
your support. Through your contributions, we’re able to share the message of our faith to our 
congregation and the larger community, giving people the strength and compassion 
needed to make it through difficult times such as these. 

 

Vanco provides tools to make giving simple even when you’re unable to attend church. 
Their eGiving is safe and secure, and it allows you to designate your contribution to the 
church funds you’re most passionate about.   

 

eGiving lets you set up one-time or recurring giving through... 

 Mobile app – Download the GivePlus Mobile App on the App Store or on Google Play, 
enter the zip code for our church [67401] and give. 

 www.coc-salina.org  – Easily enter your donation from our website. 

 
You can contact Mollie or Pat at 785.825.5170 so we can give you more information or help 
you get set up. Thank you again for supporting Church of the Cross and the community 
we’ve all worked so hard to nurture. 

We need your gifts! 
Friends, we are looking for folks who 
can help us with Sunday worship.  

Come and hang out with some cool 
folks and help run the Camera, 
PowerPoint, and Sound Board. We 
will train you and you will help others 
to have a break once and awhile. 

The band is also looking for some 
folks who can play the drums and 
keyboard to offer more flexibility for 
members too! 

Blessing Box Needs 

Mac ‘n Cheese/Spaghetti, etc. 

Canned Fruit Peanut Butter 

Canned Vegetables 

Bread or Crackers 

May Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the May newsletter is 
Monday, April 25. Please make sure anything 
you have for the newsletter is submitted to the 
church office by 9:30am on April 25. 

Power of One  

As many are aware the crisis in the Ukraine is 
growing as Russia moves in and refugees are 
fleeing to other countries. This is creating a 
huge demand for clothing, food, and shelter.  

Our plan will be to donate the funds to the 
UMCOR because we know all the funds will 
go to those who need them. In addition to 
putting money in the Power of One box you 
can also give through Vanco or with a check 
by noting “Ukraine” or Advance #982450, the 
UMC special advance number for Ukraine. 



Changing your settings to receive our newsletter in your inbox instead of your promotions. 

If you see a message in your promotions tab that you want in your inbox, all you have to do 
is drag and drop it into the other tab. This means that you go to the newsletter message in 
your promotion file, right click on the small box to highlight the message and then drag it 
over to hover above your inbox tab and release the right click.  

After you move a message to a different tab, your inbox. You will receive a message that 
asks, “Do this for future messages from  XXXX @ yyy . zzzz ?” You reply, “yes” and the 
newletter will always come to your inbox. Let us know if you have questions and we will try 
to walk you through it. 

Do you still have a key to get in the outside doors to the 
church? If so, it will no longer work. The doors have all 
been rekeyed. If you need a way in please call the 
office to have a key fob setup. We will no longer be 
issuing keys to the building that are not a fob. If you have 
a fob that you are no longer using please return it to the 
church so it can be setup for someone else.  





United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

COC Sta f f  
 

Pastor  L ibby Oberdor f  -  Pastor  
Of f ice Hours  Monday 9am -1pm 

Tuesday 9am -  1pm 
pastor l ibbyoberdor f@gmai l .com  

785-564-1977  

Mol l ie  Purcel l  -  Admini s t rat ive Ass i s tant  
 Of f ice Hours  Monday -  F r iday 9am -  1pm 

mol l ie .purcel l@coc -sa l ina.org  
785-825-5170  

Pat  Mi l l s  -  Leadersh ip Counci l  Chai r  
pmi l l s2222@cox.net  

785-819-4454  

Judy Beck -  Lay  Leader  
l kbeckfam@gmai l .com  

785-452-5384  


