
April 2021 

Maundy Thursday Service - 7p  
Good Friday Service - 7p  
Easter Sunday Services  

8:30a Traditional  
11a Contemporary 

All services are in-person or online on Facebook and YouTube 



THIS IS A SEASON OF NEW BEGINNINGS 
  

One of the songs in our United Methodist Hymnal that I dearly love is Brian Wren’s, “This Is A 
Day of New Beginnings”.  As we move beyond Holy Week, inch our way out of this pandem-
ic that’s threatened and imprisoned us throughout the past year and move increasingly 
closer to living more normal lifestyles, I believe this song is as an apt anthem for the emerg-
ing situation in which we at COC find ourselves, as they proclaim:        

 This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on, 

time to believe what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that’s gone. 

For by the life and death of Jesus, God’s mighty Spirit, now as then, 

Can make for us a world of difference, as faith and hope are born again. 

Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring, step from the past and leave behind 

Our disappointment, guilt and grieving, seeking new paths, and sure to find. 

Christ is alive, and goes before us, to show and share what love can do. 

This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making all 
things new. 
(This Is A Day of New Beginnings, Words: Bren Wren © 
1978; alt.1987 Hope Publishing Company. 
 Music: Carlton R. Young © 1984 Hope Publishing Com-
pany 380 South Main Place, Carol Stream, IL 60188) 

 
This, COC family and friends, is more than a day of new beginnings. It’s a season of new be-
ginnings. Of new beginnings for this congregation and the people you will serve as the eas-
ing of Covid 19’s grip allows you to resume your established missional activities and “seek 
new paths” by discerning new ministry initiatives and specific groups with whom you will 
work as you invest your time and energy. It’s a season of new beginnings as I move towards 
my new season of retirement and you move towards a new season of ministry with a Pastor 
yet to be named. 
The challenge for all of us as we seek new paths is in remembering that Christ does go be-
fore us to show us and share with us what love can do. 
Let me assure you as I close out this little article that my retirement is effective July1,2020 not 
April 1, 2021 and I’m still very much with you and still fully engaged in helping you move to-
wards what one of the members of the Leadership Team recently identified as “living into 
your destiny”! 
This is a season of new beginnings, my friends, our God IS making all things new! 
May we all work together in living out our mission of being, a caring community reaching 
out to transform lives, through knowing, loving and serving God!” 

In Christ’s Unending Love! 

Pastor loren 



BLESSING BOX 
Thanks to your generosity during Advent, we have been able to regularly continue to fill the 
Blessing Box.  Contributions have continued to be made toward this ministry and we still 
have some items to place in the box.  Each day, there are people who visit the box and are 
blessed when they find food, clothing or hygiene products.   

 

If you would like to contribute some additional items for the box, here are some suggestions: 

Canned food with ring-pulls, Toilet paper, Crackers, Bottled water; Soups, Stews, 
Canned Meats, Pasta/Pasta Meals, Cereal, Juice Boxes, Oil, Powdered Milk, Sugar, 
Salt and Pepper, Soap, Shampoo, Deodorant, Feminine Hygiene, Lotion, etc. 

 

You can drop off at the church during the day, or call and leave a message and we will 
pick up the items from you! 

HELP NEEDED 
We are still looking for volunteers to help out in a couple of areas.  Could this be right for 
you?  If you would like to volunteer for a one time, limited time, or open ended commit-
ment, we would love to have you have you share your talents.  Please let Mollie know of 
your interest. 

 

ALTAR DECORATIONS:  Every 2 to 3 months, we need someone to refresh the decorations on 
the altar.  We have some decorations available for use, and a small budget for new addi-
tions.  Your decorating talents will enhance the worship experience for many people! 

 

LAWN MAINTENANCE:  We already have some volunteers in place for this task, but a few 
more would be reduce the workload for all.  Duties consist of mowing and trimming the 
church property.  Based on the number of volunteers, you would be needed no more than 
1 time per month (hopefully less).  You may mow when it is convenient for you (Thursday 
through Saturday is ideal).   Mowing season runs April through October.  This generally will 
take 3-4 hours (or less if more than 1 person works).  All equipment and gas are provided…
we just need you running the equipment! 

Recording and Photography Disclaimer 
Please note that we record our worship service and occasionally take photos for use on our church 
website and on social media for evangelism and marketing purposes. If you do not wish to have 
your image used in this way, please alert the office, and we will endeavor to seat you outside of the 
recording area. Please note that all activities on the chancel area of the church are subject to  
being recorded. 



FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 
Our Facebook page is United Methodist Church of the Cross.  Remember, you do not have 
to be “on” Facebook to access Facebook.  You may visit our page without signing up for 
your own Facebook account.  The information on Facebook is more widely accessed than 
on our website and thus is our primary communication tool for the most current information.  
Be sure to follow us so you don’t miss out! 

COVID RESPONSE FOR COC 
 

In March, our Great Plains Conference issued a document with recommended guidelines 
(see the guidelines on the following page) for conference churches to reopen.  The Leader-
ship Team approved following these guidelines for Church of the Cross.  We also continue to 
abide by the most restrictive state and local protocols. 

 

Currently, Salina is in a Medium Risk category according to the conference guidelines.  
However, gathering size limitations have been lifted by the state and locally.  Currently, we 
are re-open for all activities with masks and social distancing mandates still in place.   

 

 
 

In addition, the Leadership Team adopted the policy that once we reach the Low Risk cat-
egory of the conference guidelines, we would allow groups to serve food and drinks while 
meeting inside our facility.   

 

As conditions change rapidly, we will include updates in the Sunday announcements. 

Endowment Fund Update 
Match Madness 2021 
During the Match Madness event, we received total donations of $1,452 PLUS an estimated 
match of $726 PLUS an additional award of $70 from the free throw contest. The total in-
crease to our Church Endowment Fund is $2,248.  Thanks to the Greater Salina Community 
Foundation for hosting this event, special thanks to Jim Raubenstine for shooting free throws 
for us, and thank you to our donors. 





From the Angel Academy Board 
Hello Church of the Cross family! Angel Academy has a lot happening as we plan for the 
last weeks of the 2020/2021 school year. The past year has been quite a challenge for us, as 
it has for everyone. But we are blessed to have a group of loving and talented teachers 
and church staff, doing all they can for our beloved kiddos and families.  

 
As we plan for the remainder of the semester, and into the summer and new school year, 
there are several areas where the preschool needs your support. We thought we would 
share those with you, in hope that there are folks that feel called to join us.   

 
We have two fundraiser events coming up in April.  On Saturday, April 24, we will have a Tag 
Sale in the Gym from 8am-2pm. The first step to a successful sale is having great things to 
sell! If you have items from your closets, attic and garage that you are ready to part with, 
we’d so appreciate the donations. Those can be dropped off up until April 21. The week pri-
or to the sale we’ll need help to prepare…sorting, displaying and marking. On the day of 
the sale, the more help, the better! We want to have a safe environment, so we will want 
everyone to be masked, and follow safe distancing. The usual straightening, bagging and 
so on will be needed of course.  Now, for the request that we hope speaks to some of you 
with special talents – please consider donating some homemade goodies for the bake sale 
that will happen at the same time.  If any of these ideas interest you, contact Layla or Robin 
at the church for details. Thanks in advance! 

 
YUM YUM! 
On April 27 from 4 to 8pm, we will have a ‘food-raiser’ event at Chipotle. The restaurant will 
generously donate 30% of the receipts from Angel Academy supporters! In order to have 
your dinner ticket included in their calculation, you will have to provide either a printed cer-
tificate when you order, which are available at the church. Or, you can download a digital 
certificate by going to www.coc-salina.org and clicking on Angel Academy Fundraiser on 
the left hand side or on the back page of this newsletter. We hope that the timing is right, 
and some of our church family and preschool families are venturing out for dinner or take-
out! If you have questions, check with Layla, Robin or Mollie. 

 
Volunteer opportunities at the Preschool 
We know there are many who have a talent and calling to work with kiddos. There are sev-
eral areas where we could use your help! We are planning a summer curriculum that Miss 
Layla will be teaching. Each week will have a special themed lesson plan, and it should be 
fun. In the fall we would love to have extra hands and hearts in the classroom as well, or 
maybe some substitutes to fall back on in a pinch. We also have need to fill a couple of 
board positions.  

 
Most importantly, we ask that you keep all of us at Angel Academy in your continued pray-
ers. From the kiddos to the teachers, the staff and the board members, we thank you for 
your love and support! 
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If you would like to give online please visit www.coc-salina.org or you can mail your giving 
to 1600 Rush, Salina, KS 67401. 

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary February 28, 2021 
     

  2021 2020 

  February 
YTD  

Actual 
YTD Budg-

et Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     13,345   $   26,635   $   31,667   $     32,993  
 Angel Academy Income         17,039        29,816        25,000         33,092  
 Other Income (Expense)             946          1,886          1,917           1,807  

Total Income        31,330        58,337        58,584         67,892  
         

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff        11,603        22,872        24,141         27,304  
Pastor          6,188        12,251        12,531         11,821  
Staff          5,415        10,621        11,610         15,483  
Operating & Education          1,712          2,776          3,067           2,501  
Buildings & Grounds          4,493          9,833          9,743         10,726  
Conference Missions & Ministry             100          1,185          1,267           1,157  
 Angel Academy Expense         17,039        29,816        25,000         33,092  
 Unbudgeted Expenses /(PPP 
Loan)         (13,162)      (13,162)             83                -    
                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        21,785        53,320        63,301         74,780  
         
Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $      9,545   $     5,017   $    (4,717)  $     (6,888) 
         

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $43,610      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $177,974      
 Memorial Funds    $19,011      
 Trustee Building Fund    $12,739      

 Total Cash & Investments     $  253,334      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

COC Sta f f  
 

Rev.  Lo ren Drummond - Pastor  
ld rummond@greatp la insumc.org  

Lay la Peppers -  Angel  Academy Di rector  
lay la.peppers@coc-sa l ina.org  

Ju l ie  R ichardson -  Accountant                                                                                                   
ju l ie . r ichardson@coc -sa l ina.o rg  

Mol l ie  Purcel l  -  Admini s t rat ive Ass i s tant  
mol l ie .purcel l@coc-sa l ina.org  
785-825-5170 or  785 -342-1867  

Pat  Mi l l s  -  Leadersh ip Counci l  Chai r  
pmi l l s2222@cox.net  

785-819-4454  

Judy Beck -  Lay  Leader  
l kbeckfam@gmai l .com  

785-452-5384  


