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For those that are getting this in your mailbox rather than your inbox, we
would like to encourage you to switch to receiving this newsletter via email. It
saves the church money and you get your newsletter in a more timely manner
(and in COLOR!!!!). Please call Jody in the office @ 419-238-9541 or email at
tumcvanwert@gmail.com.
For those that don’t have email, or prefer getting the newsletter in your
mailbox, we are committed to continuing that service. Thank you for being
willing to read and stay plugged into the ministry of Trinity United Methodist
Church!
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October
Sunday
School

Worship

10/7

50

166

10/14

46

179

10/21

47

197

10/28

52

178

Income-$241,294.74
Expense-$287,150.83
Balance-$3,982.30
As of 9-30-18
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Dear Friends,
As Halloween is behind us and we get ready to celebrate Thanksgiving and begin the Advent season, it is the time of
year for warm drinks, decorations, and celebrations. It is time to be thankful and time to get ready to receive the
baby Jesus into our presence. It is also the time for Stewardship. Yes, that annual practice of the Church where we
are asked to examine our spending habits and our discipleship and make estimates on how much we will give to the
church in the upcoming year.
It is tempting to “tune out” from this teaching - one many of us have heard before. We know that Jesus taught more
about money than he taught about anything else, including love, grace and salvation. We know that we cannot grow
in our discipleship until our discipleship includes our checkbook (or online ledger for those that no longer have a
checkbook). We know that we are called to share our first-fruits with God - to share with God out of our abundance
rather than what is left over.
I have preached on these themes every year at this time. I have taught these Biblical truths every year for the
churches I have been privileged to lead. Many of us know these truths and believe them. In looking over the financial
records for the past 10 years, I have discovered something remarkable - you have been a congregation that believes in
these principles and has put them into practice.
Trinity has supported a full-time Youth Ministry Position with a competitive salary and benefits package. Trinity has
put a substantial amount of money each year into the youth program. Trinity has committed significant funds to
children’s ministry, including a staff position and program expenses. Trinity has supported myriad missionaries; local,
(the Gideons, the YWCA, the PLC Health Center, and more), national (Henderson Settlement, CRU, Stand for Truth and
more) and even international (Mission of Hope, Haiti).
Trinity has kept our building in tip-top condition and made significant upgrades in the past 5 years to have a building
and sanctuary that is current and welcoming to all who come. Trinity has fulfilled all of the obligations of
Connectional Giving (known as apportionments) to the United Methodist Church.
All of this, in times of good economies and bad, is a testament to your faithfulness and discipleship.
In the next few years, we are facing significant challenges that may threaten your faith in Trinity and our ability to do
ministry. From falling church attendance in mainline churches to the current controversy in the United Methodist
denomination, we may be tempted to withhold our commitments to see what happens.
But in over 150 years of existence, Trinity has endured far worse than what the next few years will bring. Trinity has
gone through the Civil War, the Great Depression and all of the wars and conflicts and economic disasters of the 20th
Century. Still, Trinity was faithful. To God and to ministry in Van Wert, OH.
My invitation to you this year is to not lose hope. Hope that God will continue to do a great thing through Trinity.
That God will remain faithful and remember the great ministry that Trinity continues to do.
When it comes time to estimate your giving for next year, remember, God is faithful. Do not lose hope. Be not afraid.
God will remember.
See you in Church,

Pastor Kurt
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Safe Sanctuary Training
Trinity United Methodist Church is fully committed to protecting
the children, youth, vulnerable adults and ministry volunteers of
our church. To that end, the SPRC, the Ad Board and the 2018
Church Conference have all endorsed an updated Safe Sanctuary
Policy for the church. This is a significant modification of our old
policy and brings us up to date with current standards and
practices for churches.
The new policy requires that ALL VOLUNTEERS that will work with children, youth and vulnerable adults in
the upcoming year MUST attend a training session. This 90 minute session will be offered on 2 occasions,
November 4 and 18, both at 2:00. You only need to attend one of these trainings. However if you do not
attend, we will be unable to let you volunteer in ministry with children, youth or vulnerable adults. If you
want to volunteer in these ministries and simply cannot make either of these training days, please contact
Amy Prichard or Pastor Kurt and we will make other arrangements.
Please bring your driver’s license with you to the training, one of the new standards is that we will need to
make a photocopy of everyone’s identification.
So much ministry would not be
possible without the amazing work of
the people of Trinity United Methodist
Church. We want to take just a
moment to thank everyone who makes
such a HUGE difference in the life of our church.
As will read on the Youth Page, the AppleFest fundraiser was a HUGE
success. Thanks to Laura Foster (and John) for the myriad hours in
planning, shopping, organizing, recruiting and cooking to help our
youth. In addition, there were MANY volunteers who helped our youth make apple dumplings, cook soup,
work at the festival and provide all sorts of tasty treats. We could not have done it without you—thank you
for your amazing support of our youth program!
Our Trunk or Treat outreach was, again, an amazing success. There were hundreds
of kids that came through the parking lot and
enjoyed showing us their costumes, getting a
little candy, and enjoying some good food and
warm drinks in the cold and drizzle. Thanks to
Amy and Pastor Julie for all your work and all the
great volunteers and “trunk people” who turned
out to show our love to the community.
You are a blessing.
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Way Forward Gatherings
Join Bishop Gregory V. Palmer and other conference leaders for a Way Forward Gathering to discuss the
called General Conference scheduled for February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, MO. These gatherings will include
an opportunity to hear about the key proposals to the General Conference from the Commission on a Way
Forward and will include a time for Q&A and sharing your thoughts about the options verbally or in writing.
Pastor Kurt will be attending the session for our district, Tuesday, November 27 @ 7:00 at St. Mark’s UMC in
Findlay. Please let him know if you are attending and if you want to ride together.
These events are intended for any United Methodist, both clergy and lay. Each person wanting to
attend MUST complete an online registration form. You can register at https://www.westohioumc.org/
WayForwardGatheringStMarksUMCFindlay or contact Pastor Kurt and he can help you.

From the SPRC (Staff Parish Relations Committee)
As many of you know, as part of our transition of staff over the summer, we hired
Andrew Perry as our Choir Director. Recently, Deb Sealscott has brought to our
attention that she would like to “step down” from her long-time position as Worship
Coordinator for the church. While this comes as a great disappointment for us, Deb intends to continue to be
involved at Trinity in general and in the music program in particular. Her heart is still in the music here at
Trinity, but she has gotten to a point in her life that she no longer wants to be in this leadership position.
Prior to bringing us her news, Deb did what ALL good leaders should do, and recruited her replacement. In
negotiating with all the parties involved, and with the complete blessing of the SPRC, we are pleased to
announce the following shift in our Music Ministry, starting November 18, 2018:
- Andrew Perry will step down from being Choir Director and take on the role of Worship Leader. In this
position, Andrew will lead the Praise Band, lead worship on Sunday mornings, plan our worship music, and
interact with the rest of the music ministry.
- Erica Clay has been hired to be the new Choir Director. Erica brings a wealth of experience and education
from the music world and will be an incredible asset to the music ministry. Erica will lead the choir and bell
choir rehearsals and performances.
- Finally, we are asking that you all join us on Sunday, November 11, as we celebrate Deb’s ministry with us and
thank her for all of her wonderful work for over 14 years! We will miss her leadership and abilities, but we
send her with our love knowing that she will still be here among us!
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November 2018

Trinity UMC
220 S. Walnut St.
Van Wert, OH 45891
O: 419.238.9541
F: 419.238.0293
email:
tumcvanwert@gmail.com

Office Hours M-FRI 9:00—1:00
Sun

4

Daylight Savings
All Saints Day
Holy Communion
Worship
8:15 & 10:15
9:15 Sunday School
2:00 Safe Sanctuaries
4:00 Married People
5:00 Bell Choir

Mon

5

Worship
8:15 & 10:15
Sunday School
9:15

6:00 Bridges

13

14

12:00 Co-Op
Missions

1:00 Bulletin Deadline
6:00 Adult Choir

6:00 Bell Choir

19

20
6:00 Bell Choir
7:00 Trustees

5:00 Bell Choir

Worship
8:15 & 10:15
SS 9:15
Hanging of the
Greens/Potluck
5:00 Bell Choir

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

10:00 Missions

9:00 AM
Church
Cleaning

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24

7:00 Adult Bible Study
7:00 Youth Worship
7:15 Praise Team

21
11:00 Trumpeter
Deadline

2:00 Safe Sanctuaries
Training

25

7

Thu

1:00 Bulletin Deadline
6:00 Adult Choir
7:00 Adult Bible Study
7:00 Youth Worship
7:15 Praise Team

6:00 Caring
Friends
7:00 SPRC

Worship
8:15 & 10:15

18

6

Wed

10:00 Staff Meeting

11Veteran’s Day 12
9:15 Missionary
Speaker
9:30 Veteran’s BKFST
5:00 Bell Choir

Tue

26

27
7:00 - Bishop
Palmer’s Meeting
on the “Way
Forward”

Trumpeter10:00

Happy Thanksgiving-Office will be Closed

1:00 Bulletin Deadline
6:00 Adult Choir
7:00 Adult Bible Study
7:00 Youth Worship
7:15 Praise Team

29

28
1:00 Bulletin Deadline
6:00 Adult Choir
7:00 Adult Bible Study
7:00 Youth Worship
7:15 Praise Team
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30

How
Can

You
HELP?

11/4

11/11

Ushers

11/25

Brad & Lydia Mendenhall, Jerry & Shirley Beard

North Door
Greeters

Mike & Deb Chiles

East Door
Greeters

Ben & Darcie Price

10:15 Nursery

11/18

Jerry & Shirley
Jeff & Diane Hood

Youth

Beard
Ray & Imogene

Ray & Imogene

Ridenour

Ridenour

Linda Bagley &

Betty Myers &

Cheryl & Anne

Laura Scott &

Ellen Proffitt

Sami Sellers

Mendenhall

Lyndsey Tinnel

Weekly
Activities

Youth

Get Involved

Worship

Adult Bible Study

Sundays at 8:15 & 10:15 A.M.
Sunday School at 9:15 A.M.
Wednesdays @ 7:00 P.M.

In the Music Room
Women’s Bible Study

Tuesdays @ 9:00 AM
At Melissa Clays’ house

Youth Group

Wednesdays at 7:00 P.M.
In the Gate

Praise Team

Wednesdays at 7:15 P.M.
In the Sanctuary

Bell Choir

Sundays @ 5:00 PM

Choir

Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM
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Nov. 2018 — Kid’s Corner!
This month we will study about cooperation and how God created
us to work together to accomplish something big for Him.
Kids Church Volunteers

Week 1:
Building the Tabernacle.

Nov. 4- Diane Webb
Nov . 11- Nancy Eberle, Toni Zappa
Nov. 18- Jay Prichard
Nov. 25 – Cassie Welker, Dane Chiles

Exodus 25

Preschool Theme: Happy Helpers Club

Week 2:
One body, many parts.
1 Corinthians 12

Week 3:
Christmas Program

Week 4:
Working together.
Christmas Program

Cooperation
Working together to do more
than you can do alone.

Always give thanks to God! Ephesians 3:20
Memory Verse– Being thankful for:
Week one -Bible Story: Tabitha-people who give me
clothes.
Week two - Bible Story: Nehemiah-those who help me.
Week three – Bible Story: Good Samaritan-people who
help me when I’m hurt.
Week four - Bible Story: Elijah & the Widow
food from people.

Key Question: Who are you thankful for?
Bottom Line: I am thankful for people who
help me.

Remember This…”Two people are better than one. They
can help each other in everything they do.”
Ecclesiastes 4:9 NIrV

9

Pray
Continually
1 Thessalonians 5:17

Prayer Concerns
Van Wert Manor
Billy Krugh

Van Wert Manor
Assisted Living
Alice Gasiday

VanCrest Assisted Living
Don & Barbara Morris

Hearth & Home
Margaret Evans

VanCrest
Nursing
Home

Jason Hoffman
Nancy Crawford
Jack Frysinger Sr.
Sally Blake
Dave Reach
Bridget Finan
Shirley Flickinger
Derek Sellers
Nancy Cox
Marge Price
Casey Fanze
Maria Sostre
Howard Hubert
Rick Matthew
Trisha Goodwin
Donna Welker
Harold Rosendahl
Judy Brennan
Austin Pase
Dean Girod
LuAnn Sigler
Linda Spear
Barbara Morris
Philip Hartman
Gerald Gordon
Noah Girod
Maria Estrada-Hodges

Don & Barbara Morris
Frieda Wiseman
Georgianna Miller
Louise Dull
Velma Lorene Agler
Fern Walker
Cindy Jones

Joaquin Estrada Sr.
Ryan Schaadt
Larry Roth
Doyle Adams
Laura Proxmire
Deb McKanna
Larry Haseman
Allianna Estrada
Georgia Reyman
Rod Bowen
Isaac McKanna
Marcia Lister
Shirley Young
Don Yaussy
Steve Samples
Dave Scott
Reese Sunderland
Debbie Strickler
Kaiden Bo
Rev Keith Stoller
Joel Frysinger
Larry McKanna
Sue Hire
Cary Proffitt
Cameron Nouza
Janet Mohr
Byron Mohr

Amy Borrell
Rick Eberle Sr.
Lana Carey
Shirley Stephenson
Allan Edwards
Amber Carter
Patty Boley
Carole Motyka
Beth Hubartt
Barb Rice
Felicia Krugh
10 yr old/cancer
Todd Johns
Chris Semer
Sharon Spinner
Nancy Cox’s Aid Family
Ron Burt Family

Maplewood of Homebound
Shane’s
Margery Sheldon
Village
Nancy Cox
Donna Pontius
Jan Schaadt

Joan Adams

Happy Birthday
11/1
11/3
11/3
11/3
11/4
11/5
11/5
11/8
11/9
11/9
11/10
11/11
11/12
11/12
11/13
11/15
11/15
11/16

Deb Knodel
Nick Workman
Jackson Spieles
Allison Youtsey
Betty Myers
Joan Giessler
Michele Lichtle
Warren Kramer
Kay Bevington
Gavin Evans
Nancy Eberle
Grace Spieles
Dennis Kiracofe
Robin Workman
Malinda Mackie
Jim Price
Bev Boroff
Marlin Miller

11/17
11/18
11/20
11/22
11/22
11/25
11/26
11/26
11/26
11/26
11/27
11/27
11/28

Dolores (Pete)Emans
Carey Proffitt
Jean Endsley
Nancy Crawford
Dave Walker
Tim Jurczyk
Ron Bagley
Deagan Schlemmer
Levi Schlemmer
Daniel Perry
Janet Schaadt
Lydia Mendenhall
Linda Bagley
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Happy Anniversary
11/2
11/6
11/6
11/11
11/19
11/19
11/26

Robert & Jane Harter
Josh & Jamie Evans
Frank & Shirley Lichty
Rodney & Kay Bevington
Jerry & Shirley Beard
Joe & Terri Bagley
Gary & Paula Miller

Mission News
Missions Committee meeting November 2 at 10:00 am
YWCA Purple Light Nights

October was Domestic Violence Awareness Month. People in our
local community were encouraged to purchase purple light bulbs to
display in their porch or pole lights. Businesses, churches, and
organizations were encouraged to buy strands of lights to display or to
sponsor a tree in town that would be decorated with purple lights.
Some of you purchased the purple light bulbs to show your support.
As a church, we sponsored one of the trees. Shown here is the sign
that was displayed with “our tree” located to the left of the sidewalk
leading up to the YWCA. In case you’re wondering why purple is
used during Domestic Violence Awareness Month…The Purple Heart
is awarded to those who have been wounded in battle. Survivors of
domestic violence are invariably wounded, both physically and
emotionally. The color represents their courage.

Bibles for Cross Over the Hill
When the Missions Committee became aware that some of the
Bibles currently being used by the students at Cross Over the Hill
were becoming very worn, we decided to use some of your
undesignated mission offering to purchase a class set of the newest
edition of the NIrV Study Bible for Kids. The best copies of the
Bible that had been in use will be used in the other classroom. The
copies that are being replaced by the new Bibles are being offered
to students to take home. Thank you to those who “bought”
some of Elaine Tomlinson’s handmade scarves in exchange for a
donation to help offset the cost of the new Bibles.

Coats for Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
We have been collecting coats throughout the year to participate in Wassenberg’s Warm
Up the Ridge coat drive. We will continue to collect coats (and also hats, gloves,
scarves) through mid-December. They will be taken to South Dakota and distributed at
the end of December. Give your donations to Larry or Diane Webb.
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Green Beans for Salvation Army Christmas Food Boxes
Each year the Salvation Army gives needy families boxes of food to prepare a Christmas
dinner. They depend on area churches, organizations, etc. to donate the items that are needed
to fill enough boxes for all the families. We have helped with a variety of items in the past.
This year we decided to help with donations of canned green beans. We had planned to
collect beans through the end of November, but we are excited to report that we already had
the 800 cans that we needed by mid-October! Thank you!

Blankets, Towels, and Washcloths for Henderson Settlement
Each year, through the generosity of churches and individuals,
Henderson Settlement is able to make Christmas a special time for
the people that it serves. We have helped in several different ways
in the past. This year we are helping with donations of towels,
washcloths, and blankets (full size, please, rather than throws).
We will be collecting these items through the end of November.
There is a table near the Mission Center for your donations.

Chad and Andi Irwin (Mission Aviation Fellowship – Nampa, ID)
Each year we host a camp for high schoolers interested in missionary aviation, and
I (Chad) was in charge of the preliminary planning and logistics. Working
alongside other MAFers and volunteers, we hosted 12 teenagers and helped
familiarize them with what MAF does by flying with them in the mornings and
sharing testimonies in the evenings, with fun afternoon activities woven in
between the two. It was great to see young people excited about how aviation can
help reach the most isolated people in the world with the gospel. I also helped
coordinate all of our overseas internships and vision trips for this year. We had a
great group of interns and vision trippers who flew to five different MAF
programs to get a firsthand look at what missionary aviation looks like. Our hope
is that by making investments like camp and internships, we will see young people
mobilized to His Great Commission and even see some of these same students with MAF in a few short
years! Andi worked with 6 new families joining MAF for the first time. Her job is to help them develop the
support team they need to reach the field. She and her co-workers spend two weeks presenting a seminar to
train new families on how to present MAF to churches, individuals, and friends in hopes of building a strong
support team. The seminar culminates with a chapel where each couple/single gets to share their
presentation to the entire headquarters staff.

Joel Penton (Stand for Truth – based in Hilliard, OH)
After 11 years of full-time ministry partnership, Ryan Holliday has transitioned out of staff
with Stand for Truth to work as the Adult Ministries Director at his local church. We
celebrate the Hollidays’ willingness to serve the needs of their local church and will always be
grateful for the years of service Ryan has dedicated to Stand for Truth. While Ryan will no
longer be on full-time staff with Stand for Truth, he will continue to have a voice within our
ministry as we work together to continue to impact students around the country.
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Ryan Holliday
I can’t tell you what an honor it’s been to be part of the Stand for Truth family. I can only
say that I am very, very grateful. Thank you for your support which allowed me to make
sharing the gospel a full-time focus for so long. This career change is not one that I was
anticipating. I had not been looking for a new job. I loved my role in Stand for Truth.
However, when the need arose in my own church, I spent a great deal of time praying and
thinking about whether the time was right for a transition. I concluded that I was ready for
the next chapter in my life. I also recognized that my transition would help catalyze the next
stage of development for Stand for Truth. While I certainly will miss the team and the work
that we do, I am trusting that God has great things in this season for my family and Stand for
Truth. As Joel said, I will remain connected with the ministry, and I encourage you, as supporters, to continue to
stay connected as well. Once again, I am grateful for you!
Lori McFall to Visit Trinity on Sunday, November 11
Lori will be speaking in The Gate during Sunday School. All youth and adults are encouraged to attend!
Lori has been with One Mission Society since 1999. After serving with her family in the
Philippines for nine months and in the Republic of Ireland for two years, she began working
at OMS World Headquarters. She served in the Communications Department for 14 years,
first in One Mission Kids and then for 10 years as editor. Currently, she serves as a trainer
with HOPE61, the human trafficking prevention ministry of One Mission Society. Inspired
by Isaiah 61, HOPE61 seeks to prevent human trafficking by providing training to help local
churches identify and minister to those vulnerable to becoming involved in the problem. Lori
and her husband, Cris, who works for the state of Indiana, have two adult children, Andrea
and Ben.
Brad Petrie (Youth for Christ)
Wow, where do I start? There is so much happening right now with West Central Ohio Youth for
Christ! I am really pumped about the changes that are potentially coming! Here are some current
prayer requests regarding these possible changes…
First, PLEASE PRAY FOR WISDOM! Our chapter is in a position where we are looking to
expand ministry into more schools (specifically high school ministry at Crestview, Lincolnview
and Parkway). The good news is that it looks as if we could be beginning our expansion in the
near future. Several individuals have expressed interest in being a part of these changes. I have
been praying for God to send more workers to YFC, but my # 1 prayer is that we are following
God’s lead and God’s timing. It’s easy to get impatient and want to see things move too quickly. I believe that
God has a plan for growing our chapter, and I am asking you to pray specifically for wisdom for our YFC Board
of Directors and myself!
Secondly, PLEASE PRAY FOR THE UNKNOWN! Over the past few weeks, YFC has been discussing a few
major opportunities and challenges that we are facing as a chapter. One of those opportunities is about our current
office space. We have been discussing several options for the future, but we have not made a decision. For our
chapter, this is a big deal, and there are quite a few options. We currently do not know which path to
take! Please pray that God will show us which option is best and that He will open the right doors and close the
wrong ones!
Finally, PLEASE PRAY FOR THE NOW! As the Executive Director, it is easy to put all of my focus on the
future. But here is the thing… We are doing ministry NOW! There are students that we are impacting
NOW! We have built relationships with teens that currently do not know Jesus. As we think about the future,
please pray about the ministry that is currently taking place! We want kids to meet Jesus today! Thank you all
for praying for these kids!
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“Remembering the Past, Envisioning the Future”

Serving Van Wert County in ministry since 1863

Contact Us
Trinity United Methodist Church
220 South Walnut Street
Van Wert, Ohio 45891

Staff
Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Administrative Assistant
Children’s Ministry Director
Financial Secretary
Financial Account Manager
Custodian
Worship Coordinator
Choir & Handbell Director
S.S. Superintendents
Pianist
Trustees Chairperson

Phone
Fax

Rev. Kurt Tomlinson
Julie Tarr
Jody Bigham
Amy Prichard
Lynn Davis
Whitney Sealscott
Terri Schlenker
Deb Sealscott
Andrew Perry
Jay & Amy Prichard
Melissa Clay
Bill Shepherd

tumcvanwert@gmail.com

Visit our website

trinityvw.org

Service Times
Sunday
8:15 A.M. Worship
9:15 A.M. Sunday School
10:15 A.M. Worship

(419) 238-9541
(419) 238-0293

Wednesday
7:00 P.M. Youth Group
7:00 P.M. Adult Bible Study
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