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Pastor’s Pen
Getting Second Breath
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for
fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said
this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again, Jesus
said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them
and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:19-22)
The resurrection of Jesus just happened. Jesus has defeated sin and death, and salvation is offered to all
who would believe in Him. Now what? What is next in God’s special plan for us? The next part is very
special and important – God giving us the Holy Spirit. On the original Easter Day, Jesus came to His disciples
to give them His Breath, and He breathed into them His Holy Spirit. This has been said from the very
beginning. John the Baptist said in John 1:33 that Jesus will baptize us with the Holy Spirit. In other words,
we will be filled with the Holy Spirit who will reside in us throughout life. Jesus had much to say about the
Holy Spirit:


It is “the Spirit of truth,” who dwells with believers forever yet cannot be received by “the world”
(John 14:16-17).



It is the Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, who will teach Jesus’ followers everything and remind them of
all he told them (14:26; 16:13).



It is the Spirit, whom Jesus sends “from the Father,” and who testifies about Jesus and equips people to
offer testimony about him (15:26-27). This Spirit glorifies Jesus (16:14).



It is He who can “prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment” (16:8-11).

The Holy Spirit is our Mentor, Helper, and Guide in life so that we can be the person who God wants us to
be and do the things that God wants us to do. He is the source of all of our wisdom, strength, and power.
We cannot be fully born again without the Holy Spirit in our lives. He is essential in our new life in Christ.
The first disciples learned that. They were scared. They were tired. They were unable to do anything at all.
So, they hid. What they needed is courage, strength, and energy. So, Jesus gave those things to them by
breathing the Holy Spirit into them, and they received “second breath.” With that “second breath” they
were able to then go out, make more disciples, and change the world.
So, if you are tired today. If you feel you don’t have any energy to live the life that God wants you to live. If
you are feeling scared and overwhelmed of what is going on in the world. Then, open your heart to God
and ask Him to breathe into you His Holy Spirit, and you will get your second breath. Take a moment each
day to pray and ask God to fill you with His Breath. The best way to be primed for His Breath is to read the
Bible and to fill your heart and mind with His Word. Then, pray and ask God to fill you with His Breath for
the day, to fill you with the Holy Spirit. We need enough breath to make through the day, and so we need
God’s Breath, The Holy Spirit! Amen!
Blessings,

Pastor David

Pastor David To
419-306-5509
www.facebook.com/daveto98
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Note from Nancy: Hope everyone is enjoying the Spring!

Overall, the weather has been great with lots of sunshine and

warmer weather. As I type this, it is the morning after our 5-inch snow storm. Ugh!
Without saying too much, I am super excited about all the great things we have planned for the future. I think we are starting to
get back to some normalcy.
Thank you to all the kind words that several people have said to me recently. I wish God’s Blessings on each church family
member from both North Union and Trinity. Each of you truly are “family”!

Children’s Church: There is a legacy waiting, for every kid everywhere. The legacy has been handed down like a
valuable family heirloom and this month the kids learn about what that legacy is! The Holy Spirit is the legacy that Jesus gives
to every person who believes.
May 2 –Travel in time to when Philip shares the story of Jesus with the Ethiopian eunuch.
Bible Story: Acts 8:26-40
Big Idea: The Holy Spirit helps us want to know God.
HELPERS: Trinity-Erinn & Derek Sellers and Robin Farris
North Union-Nancy Eberle
May 9- Travel in time to when Peter meets Cornelius and more people come to know Jesus.
Bible Story: Acts 10:34-35
Big Idea: The Holy Spirit helps us love everyone.
HELPERS: Trinity-Diane Hood and Gracie Price
North Union-Vicky Racster
May 16- Travel in time to when Matthias is chosen to join the remaining eleven disciples of Jesus.
Bible Story: Acts 1:15-17; 21-26
Big Idea: The Holy Spirit helps us do God’s work.
HELPERS: Trinity-Marie Markward and Julie Tinnel
North Union-Lisa Wortman
May 23- Travel in time to when the Holy Spirit appeared at Pentecost.
Bible Story: Acts 2: 1-21
Big Idea: The Holy Spirit is for everyone.
HELPERS: Trinity-Jay and Amy Prichard
North Union-Ruth To

Nursery: If you would like to work in the nursery during the summer months, please contact Nancy Eberle.

She will be

doing the scheduling in May.
Here is May’s schedule:
May 2-Jennifer Calayo and Gracie Price
May 9-Joan Swank and Jane Schmid
May 16-Jody Bigham and Maria Bagley
May 23- Anna Dunlap and Cindy Gardner
May 30- Deb Chiles and Joan Swank

Upcoming Events: Mother’s Day-May 9th-Kids participating in services (9:30 @ Trinity and 10:30 @ North Union)
Vacation Bible School-July 12-15-6:00-8:30 pm @ Trinity
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Youth Group: Youth Group meets every Wednesday from 7:00-8:00 pm in The Gate at Trinity for worship songs, games,
other activities, and a devotional. Anyone in grades 5-12 is welcome! Friends are welcome to attend, too. If you would like
to participate in the Youth Praise band, please contact Pastor David.
Summer Schedule is coming soon. It will be held on Wednesday afternoons and many of the activities will be held at
locations other than the church.
The youth are taking a trip on June 18-19 to Kings Island and the Ark Encounter. There is no cost to attend. RSVP’s are due to
Nancy Eberle by May 16.
Here is the leader schedule for May:
May 5-Amy and Jay Prichard
May 12-David and Ruth To
May 19-David and Ruth To
May 26-Nancy Eberle and Courtney Klinker

Sunday School: Sunday School has resumed at Trinity.

All classes welcome new members. All the classes have returned

to their Pre-covid location.
Here is some information about each class and where they meet:



J.O.Y. Class meets in the Fellowship Hall. It is currently being led by Jane Schmid and Rex Dolby. They are continuing to
use the Union Gospel Press Adult Bible Study curriculum.



Soujourner’s Class meets in the Soujourner’s Room (first floor). It is led by Randy Gardner. Their current study is a David
Jeremiah video series on the book of Daniel.



Next Level Class meets in the Upstairs Classroom (next to the Fellowship Hall). It is currently being led by Amy Prichard. Their
current study is “Revealing the Mysteries of Heaven” by Dr. David Jeremiah.



The Children’s Class is for all ages (PK-grade 5). They meet in the PK/K room on the 1st Floor. They use the Spark Activate
Faith curriculum and has a rotation of teachers.

If you are interested in forming a class for older children or young adults, please let Nancy Eberle know. If there is an interest to
begin Sunday School again at North Union, also please let Nancy know.

Vacation Bible School: We are going to have Vacation Bible School this year!

This year our theme is “Discovery on
Adventure Island”! So…we are going on a tropical adventure and having a quest for God’s great light! It will be held on
July 12-15 (Monday-Thursday) from 6:00-8:30pm. Look for sign up information in June. It will be open to all kids age 3
through entering 6th grade.
If you are interested in helping, please let Nancy Eberle know. She can use your help in many ways and for as many days as you
can help.
Here is a list of volunteer openings:





Leader of the Recreation Station



Station Assistants-help at our different stations
Craft Station
Bible Story Station
Music Station
Science Station
Recreation Station
Snack Station




Decorating Committee

Leader of Snack Station
Island Guides-shepherd the Explorers between stations
PK/K
Grades 1-3
Grades 4-6

Island Welcoming Committee-checks the kids in daily and directs them to the Opening Assembly
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Trinity UMC
North Union UMC
220 S. Walnut St.
4486 US RT 127N
Van Wert, OH 45891
Van Wert, OH 45891
Office: 419.238.9541

May
2021
Sun.
2

5th Sunday Easter

TUMC
Worship: 8:00 in person
& Broadcast
Worship: 9:30 in person
SS following service

Mon.
3

2:00 Ministry Staff
Meeting

Email: tumcvanwert@gmail.com
Email: northunionumcvw@gmail.com

Tues.
4

10:00 Staff Meeting

Worship: 10:30
Mother’s Day

TUMC
Worship: 8:00
Broadcast: 8:15
Worship: 9:15
SS following service

10

2:00 Ministry Staff
Meeting

NU
Worship: 10:45

16

Grad Sunday

TUMC

Worship: 8:00
Broadcast: 8:15
Worship: 9:15 Graduates
SS following service

17

2:00 Ministry Staff
Meeting

11

12

7:00 North Union AD
Board Mtg.

7:00 Youth/Tweens
7:00 Praise Team

18

19

10:00 Staff Meeting

NU

Worship: 10:45
Graduates

6:30 SPRC @ Trinity

23

24

Pentecost

TUMC
Worship: 8:00
Broadcast: 8:15
Worship: 9:15
SS following service

NU

2:00 Ministry Staff
Meeting

Worship: 10:45

7:00 Trinity Trustee

30

31

Youth Sunday

TUMC

Worship: 8:00
Broadcast: 8:15
Worship: 9:15
SS following service

NU

Worship: 10:45
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Thur.

Fri.

Sat.

7

1
8

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29
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National Day
of Prayer

10:00 Mission
Meeting

7:00 Youth/Tweens
7:00 Praise Team

NU
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Wed.

Memorial Day
OFFICE CLOSED

11:00 AM
Newsletter Info
Deadline
7:00 Youth/Tweens
7:00 Praise Team

25

26

7:00 Youth/Tweens
7:00 Praise Team

Our Prayer Concerns
Our members and friends who are Home-Bound:
Ruth Frysinger
Dottie Blake
Jan Schaadt
Richard and Carolyn Good
Our members and friends in Hearth and Home:
Margaret Evans
Our members and friends in Van Crest:
Shirley Young
Barbara Morris
Helen Bowersock
Cindy Jones
Dean Froelich
Joan Adams
Our members and friends in Van Wert Manor:

Prayer Concerns as of April 27
Jimmie Benavidez
Larry Bracken
Rick & Clara Eberle
Maria Estrada-Hodges
Joel Frysinger
Ruth Frysinger
Noah Girod
Wayne Karges
Nancy Lautzenheiser
Jay Oechsle
Steve Samples
Ed Schlenker

NU
Trinity-health issues
Trinity-health issues
Trinity-health issues
Trinity-health issues
Trinity-health issues
Trinity-health issues
both - cancer
NU-cancer
Trinity -cancer
Trinity
Trinity - health issues

Those serving around the world:
Brooks Ludwig
Marines

Our members and friends in The Gardens of St. Henry:
Gene & Georgia Reyman

May Birthdays: Vicky Racster (2), Eileen DuCheney (3), Jill Weirrick (3), Alissa McDonald (4),
Marcus Meyer (4), Andrea Foster (6), Robin Farris (7), Evelyn Angel (7), Lauren Swander (7),
Cheryl Mendenhall (10), Lynn Davis (11), Maisee Short (12), Lily Burkhart (12), David Racster (14),
Tim Racster (14), Brent Hamrick (15), Dane Ebel (15), Danielle Longstreth (18), Cade Chiles (19),
Ray Ridenour (20), Ron Hessel (21), Mark Spieles (24), Jill Karcher (25), Orie Weirrick (25),
Mitch Price (26), Jane Harter (26), Sue Lichtle (27), Erinn Sellers (27), Emma Weirrick (28),
Rose Davis (28), Mark Stanley (28), Loretta Grove (29), Kaylea Short (29), Tanner Short (29),
Courtney Bartz (30), Laura Foster (31), Katie Mosier (31)

May Anniversaries: Tom & Diana Bockrath (15), Spencer & Joy Short (16),
Butch & Rita Carer (20), Rich & Tammy Nouza (29

North Union Finance Report
April 2021
Offering: $3,518.00

Trinity Finance Report
March 10 - April 10, 2021
Income:

$33,105.84

Expenses: $29,934.20
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CONGRATULATIONS
ON YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS!
Samantha Sellers will be graduating from Lincolnview High School. She will
be attending Ohio Northern University in the fall majoring in Nursing. She
will also be participating on Ohio Northern's Track and Field team.

Grace Doctor will be graduating from Van Wert High School. After
graduation, she will be attending Bowling Green State University
majoring in Inclusive Early Childhood Education.

My name is Dane Chiles and I am a
senior at Van Wert High School. I’m
attending Bluffton University this
fall, majoring in Worship Arts. I
have been a part of the high school
band and choir and hope to
continue my passion for music in
the future.

Annie Mendenhall will be graduating from Lincolnview High School.
Annie plans on attending Bluffton University majoring in
Medical Lab Science. She also will be playing basketball at Bluffton.
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Savannah Bigham
I graduated from The University of Northwestern Ohio with my
associates degree in agribusiness in 2018. I will now be graduating with my bachelors degree in specialized studies- business
in August from The University of Northwestern Ohio. I also have
been working at The University of Northwestern Ohio since 2016
and have been full time there since 2018. I will continue to work
at UNOH because I love it here!

Brandon McLean
I am originally from the upper part of Michigan and came to Ohio for
college. I just recently graduated in December of 2020 with my automotive
high-performance associates degree from the University of Northwestern
Ohio. I am now currently working for a dealership here in Ohio and I love
my job.

TRINITY/NORTH UNION NEWS
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
Eileen Ducheney will be 99 years old on May 3rd.
Help her celebrate by sending well wishes her
way.
Eileen Ducheney
PO Box 614 10768 Greenville Rd.
Van Wert, OH 45891

Our North Union church family is collecting
both monetary and food donations to help
restock our local Food Pantry this month.
Please contact Del Free to for information on
what items are needed. Thank you for your
generosity in providing for those in need!
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Mission News
Chad and Andi Irwin (Mission Aviation Fellowship – Nampa, ID)
Here at MAF, the word “standardization” is commonly used. Standardization is
the training we do with new MAF pilots to make sure they are all trained to the
same standard so that they are ready for mission field flying. We do three courses
a year and start with a week-long ground school. I (Chad) spent two of those days
teaching classes on subjects like Takeoffs and Landings, Airstrip Evaluations,
Emergencies, and How to Drop Things Safely from Your Airplane. Now that
ground school is over, it’s time to fly with the PUIs (Pilots Under Instruction).
Our goal is to prepare all the PUIs to the high standard that overseas service demands of an MAF pilot. We
also try to impart some of the non-technical stuff that we’ve learned while serving in hard places. It makes
me excited to think of how God is going to work in these pilots’ lives and the people they are going to
impact for the kingdom.

Brian and Beth Schwartz
(Wycliffe Bible Translators – the Philippines)
Life for Brian continues to be exciting and very busy. He continues to serve in
the role of business administrator at Faith International Academy (FIA). One of
his responsibilities is being a member of the executive team. The executive team
is comprised of the head of school, principal, and business administrator, and this
team deals with the day-to-day operation of the school. As one might imagine
being an administrator during these challenging times is not easy. Being an international school during a
pandemic has definitely added stress as the team continues to work through issues the pandemic has
caused. March 12, 2021, marked the one-year mark of online classes. Being online has been a struggle for
both students and teachers. Due to travel restrictions, some students and teachers cannot be in Davao,
making teaching even more complicated. The online classes have also limited the amount of available work
for the Filipino staff. Much of the team is only working 40%-60% of their normal hours, causing financial
difficulties for them and their families. FIA’s recruiting efforts have been hindered as well by the
pandemic. It is difficult for new staff to arrive in the country to replace staff returning to their home
countries, causing a staffing shortage. Brian, Beth, and Rebecca travel to Obo Manobo land two weekends
every month. Brian usually performs maintenance or other installations in the training house, recording
studio, or translation office. For the past several months, Brian has been preaching in different churches to
promote the Obo Manobo Old Testament translation project and educate people about the need for Bible
translation. Brian has had some first-time experiences recently. During the past month, we have had two
funerals. We are thankful that neither was COVID-19 related. But Brian was asked to give the message
during one of the wake services. Another opportunity was to bring the Easter Sunday message. Brian
always considers it a joy and privilege to share God’s word.
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Jessica Hall (Cru/Bridges International – Haslett, MI)
During the 2019/2020 school year, our staff team thought through and prayed about
which people groups at MSU we would want to see more represented in Bridges
and how we would go about reaching that people group more effectively. As we
talked and prayed throughout the year, we identified that as a team, we didn’t feel
confident in reaching out to students from South Asia (India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, and Nepal). We have never had many students from South Asia be a
part of Bridges at MSU, even though there is a large representation on campus.
So---we began to pray that the Lord would lead us as we trusted Him with what to do next in order to reach
this group of students. Our staff has now had some training with Bridges staff who specialize in South Asian
ministry, and we have tried to have some events that appeal to South Asian students, like watching
Bollywood movies on Netflix together. Students have enjoyed these events and seem to appreciate our
attempts to wade into their culture. The South Asian culture is so vibrant and diverse; it’s been fun to learn
and see the Lord answer our prayers to meet students from this area of the world! There have even been a
couple of South Asian guys who have asked our staff to help them understand the Bible, which is so exciting!

Local Mission Updates

LifeWise Academy
(adapted from an article published in The Times Bulletin)
LifeWise Academy, the Released Time Bible Education program of Van Wert City
Schools, is growing. With thriving programs for elementary and middle school students, the
local leadership team is excited to announce that beginning next fall, high school students will have the
opportunity to enroll in a college-level class at LifeWise Van Wert. In partnership with Ohio Christian
University, LifeWise will be offering “Christian Worldview” to all interested students in grades 9 through
12. The class will be one semester in length, and students will earn 3 credits from Ohio Christian University
upon completion.
LifeWise Academy is a Released Time program for public school students that falls under the ministry of
Stand for Truth, founded by Van Wert native Joel Penton. The ministry provides communities with tools
and resources to start and operate gospel-centered, character-focused Released Time programs in their
communities. LifeWise Academy programs already exist in Van Wert, Wayne Trace, Ayersville,
Pandora-Gilboa, and Riverview, and currently 18 more communities are planning a fall 2021 launch of a
LifeWise Academy in their school districts.
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YWCA Summer Food Program
(adapted from an article published on VW Independent)

For the past 26 years, the YWCA of Van Wert County has held the Summer Food Program to ensure that
no child goes hungry during the summer months. While last summer’s program looked different and was
run as a drive-thru meal pick-up due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the YWCA distributed nearly 15,000
meals to children. The 2021 YWCA Summer Food Program will run from June 7-July 30. It will be held
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m.-1 p.m., at the S.F. Goedde Building. All children under the age of 18
are eligible to receive a free breakfast and lunch with no registration required. The mentoring and recreation portion of the program is open to children ages 4-12 with a required registration. The goal of the
YWCA Youth Enrichment Program is to nourish the bodies and minds of children by providing them with
nutrient rich meals that will support their physical growth and interactive activities that support their
ongoing learning outside of school.
Note: The Missions Committee donated $500 of your undesignated mission offering to help with the
expenses of this annual outreach.

Haven of Hope

According to a recent Facebook post, the homeless shelter was in need of several
items. The Missions Committee authorized Carol Hennis to spend $100 of your undesignated mission
offering to buy microwavable mac and cheese, spaghetti, beef noodle soup, and chicken noodle soup;
breakfast bars; and disinfectant wipes. If you are on Facebook, check the Haven of Hope page
frequently to become aware of other needs. Items can be dropped off at the shelter (233 N. Market St,)
between 7-10 pm or 6-9 am.

May Missionary Birthdays
8th Levi Penton (4 years old) (parents Joel and Bethany, Stand for Truth – Hillard, OH)
joel@sftministry.org
21st Bethany Penton (husband Joel, Stand for Truth – Hilliard, OH) bethany@sftministry.org
31st Benjamin Hall (6 years old) (parents Stuart and Jessica, Cru/Bridges International - Haslett, MI)
jessica.hall@bridgesinternational.com
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“Remembering the Past, Envisioning the Future”

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE
TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD
Contact Us

Staff
Senior Pastor
Office Manager
Communication Director
Family Ministries Director
Financial Accounts Manager
Trinity Custodian
North Union Custodian
Trinity Worship Coordinator
Trinity Choir & Handbell Director
Trinity Pianist

Rev. David To
Jody Bigham
Loralee Lichtensteiger
Nancy Eberle
Whitney Sealscott
Terri Schlenker
Brenda DeLong
Melissa Clay
Erica Clay
Melissa Clay

Service Times
Sunday
8:00 A.M.
9:15 A.M.
10:45A.M

Trinity Worship
Trinity Worship
North Union Worship

Trinity/North Union United Methodist Church
220 South Walnut Street
Van Wert, Ohio 45891

Office Phone (419) 238-9541

Office Emails
tumcvanwert@gmail.com
northunionumcvw@gmail.com

trinityvw.org
northunionumc.org
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