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Feb 28: “A Lesson on Justice and Grace”  

 Matthew 20:1-15 

Mar 07: “A Lesson on Neighborly Love”  

 Luke 10:30-35 

Mar 14: “A Lesson on Justification by Faith”   

 Luke 18:9-14 

Mar 21: “A Lesson on Faithfulness”  

 Matthew 25:1-13 

“Parables of Jesus” 
Lent Sermon Series 
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Pastor’s Pen 

Pastor David To 
419-306-5509 
www.facebook.com/daveto98 
pastordavidto@gmail.com 

Seeing Lent as The Opportunity to Grow in Christ and to Shine Christ 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The Season of Lent is now upon us! Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lecten, which means 
spring, and it is an intentional season of forty days (not counting Sundays) which begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends on Easter. The forty days represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness 
preparing himself for ministry, praying and fasting and enduring temptations from Satan. 

Each year, we observe the Season of Lent as a time to self-examine, repent, pray, fast, change, 
and prepare for the coming of Easter. Lent was a time to prepare new converts for baptism. Today, 
Christians from around the world use the time to focus on their relationship with God, practicing 
spiritual disciplines which often includes choosing to give up something and, in its place, to add 
something that would draw us closer to God. Lent should not be confusing or complicated. It is 
merely a season of forty days to intentionally draw closer to God and to make adjustments in our 
life as the Holy Spirit leads and convicts as we intentionally follow Jesus.  

I am convinced that there is no better time than now to openly and publicly show the world that we 
are followers of Christ. There is no better time to live out what we believe and be a good witness of 
Jesus. Because we believe and follow Christ and we live our lives under the reign of Christ, our 
lives are different than the people of this world. We are called to pray for the world. We are called 
to be servants. We are called to love. We are called to stand up for righteousness. We are called 
to be like Jesus. We are called to live differently. I pray that we all will shine the light of Christ very 
brightly during this season.  

Matthew 5:3-10 -  

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the  
Kingdom of heaven. 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

Pastor David To 

Lent Bible Study on Zoom 
“In the Dust of the Rabbi” 

All at 7:00 PM on Zoom. Email Pastor David at pastordvidto@gmail.com for a spot 
in this Bible Study and pick up the book at church or Pastor David can deliver it to 
you.  

Feb 25 “When the Rabbi Says ‘Come.’ 

Mar 04 “When the Rabbi Says ‘Go.’ 

Mar 11 “The Presence of God: A Countercultural Community” 

Mar 18 “Living Stones” 

Mar 25 “The Very Words of God” 
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The Ervin and Dortha Rager Memorial Scholarship 

Purpose: Ervin and Dortha Rager, long-time members of Trinity United Methodist Church  

bequeathed part of their estate to the church to be used for scholarships for students who are active 

members of the church. It was their intent that these students be chosen from members of the 

church who plan to attend or are attending Taylor University or Ohio Northern University. The Ervin 

and Dortha Rager Memorial Scholarship is intended to be a partnership between each scholarship 

student and the people of Trinity United Methodist Church. 

Information about the Ervin and Dortha Rager Memorial Scholarship is 

available on the church website: trinityvw.org. All applications, reference 

forms and other required application material must be received by email or 

postal mail by noon on April 23, 2021. 

Please email or mail all materials to: 

Kelly Gross, Chairperson 

719 South Washington Street 

Van Wert, OH 45891 

Email kellyg207@hotmail.com 

Rhonda Kay Bevington Memorial Scholarship Award  

For Christian Character and Leadership 

Purpose: To recognize and reward students who display Christian character and 

Leadership ability. Two scholarships will be awarded at Trinity United Methodist Church, 

trustees of the fund. The money will be paid directly to the college that the students will 

attend in the fall of the year 2021 and will be used for tuition. 

Information about the Rhonda Kay Bevington Memorial Scholarship Award For Christian 

Character and Leadership is available on the church website: trinityvw.org. All applications, 

reference forms and other required application material must be received by email or postal 

mail by noon on April 15, 2021. 

Please email or mail all materials to: 

Kelly Gross, Chairperson 

719 South Washington Street 

Van Wert, OH 45891 

Email kellyg207@hotmail.com 
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Youth Group: 
Youth Group meets every Wednesday from 7:00-8:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall at Trinity 
for worship songs, games, other activities, and a devotional.  Anyone in grades 5-12 is 
welcome!  Friends are welcome to attend, too.  If you would like to participate in the 
Youth Praise band, please contact Pastor David. 

Here is the leader schedule for March: 

 March 03 Jay and Amy Prichard 

 March 10 Jay and Amy Prichard 

 March 17 David and Ruth To 

 March 24 David and Ruth To 

 March 31 Courtney Klinker and Nancy Eberle 

Note from Nancy: 
It is March…which means many things!  First, we are now in the midst of the Lenten  

season.  I hope you and your family are participating in some of the daily activities that we 

post on our Facebook pages at 2:00 or that I mailed to our families with children.  If you 

haven’t started, it is not too late.  Remember Lent isn’t about giving something up or  

starting something, it is about getting closer to God. 

March also means the spring starts!  I don’t know about you but I am ready for SPRING!  

February was a tough month weatherwise.  I AM DONE WITH THE SNOW AND COLD!!! 

Finally, March means we have been dealing with Covid-19 for 1 year!  We had our final 

service before we went online only (for the first time) on March 8, 2020. I remember the 

Bishop and conference asking us to shut down for 2 weeks.  A year later we are still  

dealing with this.  As more and more people are getting the vaccine, I see the end slowly 

coming.  That doesn’t mean that we are lifting any restrictions but the day is coming…For 

now, we ask that you continue to wear your masks to church and socially distance.   

Nursery: 
We are going to continue to not open the nursery for the month of March but hoping to 
restart having it available on Easter Sunday.  If you are in need of the nursery for a  
Sunday in March, please let Nancy know and we will find some volunteers to be there.   

Sunday School: 
We will continue to not have Sunday School during the month of March. Our goal is 

to restart the Sunday after Easter. 
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Children’s Church:   
Blueprints are a kind of plan that helps engineers, architects, and drafters to know how a project 
should go. Plans are everywhere. Kids find plans at school, in their Lego sets, and even in their 
video games. But the best kinds of plans are the ones that help us grow.  This month we  
continue to follow the life of Jesus.                                                                      

March 07 Learn about how Jesus cleared the temple and talked about God’s plan for people. 

 Bible Story:  John 2:13-22 

 Big Idea:   God’s plans are perfect 

 HELPERS:  Trinity-Ruth To                                       

  North Union-Nancy Eberle 

 
March 14 Learn that God sent Jesus because God loved the world so much. 
  

 Bible Story:  John 3:14-21 

 Big Idea:  Love is the foundation of God’s plan 

 HELPERS:  Trinity-Diane Hood  

  North Union-Vicky Racster 

 
March 21 Learn that Jesus brought glory to God by obeying God. 

 Bible Story:  John 12:20-33 

 Big Idea:   Jesus said yes to God’s plans. 

 HELPERS:  Trinity-Marie Markward 

  North Union-Lisa Wortman 

 
March 28 Learn about Jesus entering Jerusalem on a donkey 

 Bible Story:  Mark 11:1-11 

 Big Idea:  I am included in God’s plans. 

 HELPERS:  Trinity-Jay and Amy Prichard 

  North Union-Ruth To 

Upcoming Events: 
March 28 Palm Sunday-Kids at both churches will have their Palm Parade. 

  Trinity kids-should meet in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15.   

  North Union kids-should meet in the Fellowship Hall at 10:15. 

April 04  Easter Sunday 



 6 

 

 

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat. 

 
1 
2:00 Ministry Staff 
Meeting 

 

 

 

2 
10:00 Staff Meeting 

 

 

3 
 

 

 

7:00 Youth/Tweens 

7:00 Praise Team 

4 

 
 
7:00 pm Lenten 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

5 
10:00 Mission 
Meeting 

6 

7 3rd Sunday Lent 

TUMC  

Worship: 8:00 online 

& 9:30 in person 

 

NU  

Worship: 10:30 

8 

2:00 Ministry Staff 

Meeting 

 

 

 

9 
 

 

 

 

7:00 NU Ad-board 

10 
 
 
 

 
 
7:00 Youth/Tweens 

7:00 Praise Team 

11 

 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Lenten 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

12 

 

13 
 

14 4th Sunday Lent 

TUMC  

Worship: 8:00 online 

& 9:30 in person 
 

NU  

Worship: 10:30 

15  

2:00 Ministry Staff 

Meeting 

16 

10:00  Staff Meeting 

 
 

17 
 
 

 

 

7:00 Youth/Tweens 

7:00 Praise Team 

18 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Lenten 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

19 

 

20 
 

215th Sunday Lent 

TUMC  

Worship: 8:00 online 

& 9:30 in person 

 

NU  

Worship: 10:30 

22 

2:00 Ministry Staff 

Meeting 

 

 

7:00 Trinity Trustee 

23 

 

 

24 
 

11:00 AM 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
 

7:00 Youth/Tweens 

7:00 Praise Team 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Lenten 
Bible Study on 
Zoom 

26 
 

27 

 

28Palm Sunday 

TUMC  

Worship: 8:00 online 

& 9:30 in person 
 

 

 

NU  

Worship: 10:30 

29 
2:00 Ministry Staff 

Meeting 

 

 

 

 

30 31 

 

 
7:00 Youth/Tweens 

7:00 Praise Team 

    

March 

2021 
  

Trinity UMC   North Union UMC 

220 S. Walnut St.  4486 US RT 127N 

Van Wert, OH 45891 Van Wert, OH 45891 

 Office: 419.238.9541 

 

Email: tumcvanwert@gmail.com  

Email: northunionumcvw@gmail.com 
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Our members and friends who are Home-Bound: 

 Ruth Frysinger 

 Dottie Blake 

 Jan Schaadt 

 Richard and Carolyn Good 

Our members and friends in Hearth and Home: 

 Margaret Evans 

Our members and friends in Van Crest: 

 Shirley Young  Barbara Morris 

 Helen Bowersock  

 Cindy Jones 

 Dean & Ellen Froelick 

 Joan Adams  

Our members and friends in Van Wert Manor: 

 Georgia Reyman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns as of February 24 

Jimmie Benavidez  NU 

Larry Bracken   Trinity-health issues 

Rick & Clara Eblerle  Trinity-health issues  

Maria Estrada-Hodges Trinity-health issues 

Joel Frysinger   Trinity-health issues 

Ruth Frysinger  Trinity-health issues 

Noah Girod   Trinity-health issues 

Wayne Karges   both - cancer 

Nancy Lautzenheiser  NU-cancer 

Jay Oechsle   Trinity -cancer 

Steve Samples   Trinity 

Ed Schlenker   Trinity - health issues 

Tom Short   NU –healing 

Our Prayer Concerns 

Those serving around the world:  

Brooks Ludwig              Marines 
 

Trinity Finance Report  
December 2020 

Income:  $29,183.38  
Expenses:  $25,555.95  

 

North Union Finance Report 
December 2020 

Offering: Numbers not available (Covid 19) 

March Birthdays: Jackson Evans (1), Michelle Jurczyk (2), Camden Wortman (3), Natalie Kindell (7), 

Josh Evans (9), Kathryn Gross (9), Corrine Nouza (10), Eric Long (11), Carl Speelman (12), Chris Howell 

(14), Christi Short (15), Rich Nouza (15), Kaitlin Ternes (16), Myrna Hamrick (16), Del Free (16), Kaden 

Short (16), Linda Breese (19), Lacey McLachlan (19), Curtis Bartz (20), Margaret Evans (22), Jacob Hood 

(24), Nathan Long (24), Wyatt Burkhart (24), Eddie Woodard (25), Mike Chiles (26), Mary Short (26), Rex 

Dolby (29) 

  

March Anniversaries: Don & Mary Chiles (5), Brad & Lydia Mendenhall (17),  

Tim & Michelle Jurczyk (23), Gary & Tammy Nihiser (23), Jeffery & Doreen Krugh (30)  

REMINDER 

If you haven’t picked up your tithing boxes for this year, please call or stop in the office 

Monday– Friday 9:00-1:00. 

Just a reminder that the doors are locked but there are doorbells at each door. 

Please ring the bell and someone will let you in. 

Thanks so much! 
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Mission News 

Jessica Hall 
Cru/Bridges International – Haslett, MI 

Getting to Know Those That We Support 

Last month we focused on the organizations that were supported by Trinity’s congregation, financially 
and otherwise, in 2020 and will likely continue to be supported in 2021. This month we will focus on the 
missionaries that were supported in 2020 and will likely be supported again in 2021. If you don’t see a 
missionary that you think is deserving of our support, it only means that there was no support given 
through the church in 2020.  At any time, you may designate your mission offering to a missionary of 
your choice, regardless of whether he/she is listed, as long as you let us know how to properly direct the 
money that you give. 

Steve and Bonnie Aldrich  
One Challenge International/Lifeworkx – Colorado Springs, CO 

Steve and Bonnie Aldrich have been serving with OC International since 1973. They are 
involved in training young leaders and missionaries, particularly by conducting Lifeworkx 
events throughout the world. Lifeworkx is a self-discovery based experience focusing on 
how well people know themselves and how well they work with others. Steve and Bonnie 
have two adult daughters, Amy and Kristin. 

Amy Bromberg 
Cru/Athletes in Action – Springboro, OH 

Amy Bromberg ministers to athletes and coaches from the seven universities in the 937 
area code: Wright State U., Wittenberg U., Central State U., Wilberforce U., Wilmington 
College, Sinclair Community College, and the U. of Dayton. Her mission is to build  
spiritual movements in every athletic department that will impact the campus, community, 

and world for Christ. Amy’s husband, Jason, is a teacher in the Springboro Community 
School District. 

Cameron and Anne Gongwer 

TMS Global Resource Team  

Cameron and Anne Gongwer lived in Ghana for fourteen years, where Cam served as a  
physician at Methodist Faith Healing Hospital and Anne served on the staff of the Reading 
Town Library. In 2012, the Gongwers joined the Global Resource Team. Cam leads Crosspoint 
Global Health, an outreach in developing countries that works alongside national churches and 

medical services for transforming communities into healthier places to live. He and Anne keep in 
touch with the staff at the hospital and library in Ghana to offer support. Cam and Anne have one 
adult daughter, Caylor. 

Jessica Hall ministers to the many international students at Michigan State University.  
The goal of Bridges is to serve, promote social connections, and engage in spiritual 
conversations with international students so that they become leaders internationally.  
Jessica and her husband, Stuart, who works as a civil engineer, have three children: 
Alaine (Lainey), Benjamin, and Micah. 
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Chad and Andi Irwin 

Mission Aviation Fellowship – Nampa, ID 

Chad and Andi Irwin have served with MAF since 1999.  During their 15 years of living 
and working in Shell, Ecuador, Chad served as the chief pilot, and Andi worked at the 
Nate Saint Memorial School where their children attended.  During the latter part of their 
ministry in Ecuador, Chad was instrumental in helping the Ecuador program transition to 
a nationally run entity.  Of course, this meant that eventually Chad and Andi would leave 
Ecuador to allow the staff there to reach their full potential in leading the ministry. In July 
2016, the family relocated in Nampa, Idaho, the site of MAF headquarters, where Chad is 
involved in recruiting and training new pilots to serve with MAF worldwide.  Chad and 
Andi have two children, Josiah and Olivia  

Lori McFall 
One Mission Society/HOPE61 – Greenwood, IN 

Lori McFall has been with One Mission Society since 1999. After serving with her family 
in the Philippines for nine months and in the Republic of Ireland for two years, she began 
working at OMS World Headquarters. She served in the Communications Department for 
14 years, first in One Mission Kids and then for 10 years as editor. Lori McFall now serves 
as a trainer with HOPE61, the human trafficking prevention ministry of One Mission  
Society.  Her focus is with churches in the United States, providing training to help them 
develop a plan to identify and minister to those in their communities who are vulnerable to 
becoming involved in the problem.  Lori and her husband, Cris, who works for Eli Lilly, 
have two adult children, Andrea and Ben. 

Scott and Kathy Murphy 
One Mission Society – Greenwood, IN 

Scott and Kathy Murphy lived in Spain for 38 years, where they both assisted 
with a church planting effort northwest of Madrid.  During their final years in 
Spain, Scott was OMS’s international director for Europe and Central Asia, 
while Kathy remained actively involved in evangelism, discipleship, music 
ministry, and leading Bible studies.  In 2020, the Murphy’s returned to the U.S.  
Scott is now Assistant Director of Global Ministries at OMS headquarters, and 
Kathy plays keyboard for the worship team at the Hispanic church where they 
worship. 

Joel and Bethany Penton 
Stand for Truth – based in Hilliard, OH 

Joel Penton and Ryan Holliday began their ministry with Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. In 2012, they transitioned out of FCA so that they could 
broaden their ministry to include more than athletes and coaches. They began 
a new ministry called Stand for Truth. For a while, they traveled together 

with Joel speaking and Ryan performing concerts.   However, due to the rapid growth 
of the ministry, it became necessary to form several travel teams and add staff.   
Although Ryan has now left his full-time position with Stand for Truth to accept a  
position in his local church, Joel continues his efforts to further expand this ministry.  
Joel and Bethany have five children: Joel III, Judah, Luther, Vera, and Levi. 
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Brian and Beth Schwartz 
Wycliffe Bible Translators – the Philippines 

Brian Schwartz went to the Philippines as a missionary in 2008. There he 
met Beth, and they were married in 2010. Brian and Beth partner in Bible 
translation serving in support roles: Brian as facilities manager for Faith 
Academy Mindanao (primarily for children of missionaries) and Beth as  
finance liaison for the Project Funding Management Team.  Brian and Beth 
have a daughter, Rebecca, and an adult son, Jacob. 

Jeff and Shauna Spence 
World Partners - Taiwan 

Jeff and Shauna Spence began their ministry in Mongolia in 2006, working with 
a local non-governmental organization doing small-scale development.  They 
were involved in construction, greenhouse projects, developing small businesses, 
training local church leaders, and working with Operation Christmas Child.  They 
moved to Taiwan in 2017, and Jeff is now the Regional Strategy Coordinator for 
North Asia.   Jeff and Shauna have four children: Kaylee, Ava, Jeffrey, and  
Alyssa. 

Jane Wise 

West Ohio Conference UMC/Nuru Ya Mapendo – DR of the Congo, Africa 

Jane Wise is an Individual Volunteer missionary from the West Ohio Conference 
serving in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  After traveling to Zimbabwe with 
VIM (Volunteer in Mission) teams in 2006, 2007, and 2009, Jane’s husband of 34 
years passed away suddenly, and she felt God’s call to full-time mission work in 
Africa.  Since 2013, she has served as the Assistant to the District Superintendent of 
the Kasenga District, as well as working as the Director of Nuru Yo Mapendo 
(“Love’s Light”).  Nuru Ya Mapendo provides a community resource center, repair 
and construction of rural churches, crop and animal production training, and malaria 
prevention and education. 

Note: We have one family that is currently in the U.S. but still has connections with 
a country in which Christian missionaries are not welcome.  For their security, they 
are not included here or on the web site but are on the mission support sheet that you 
received last month. 

March Missionary Birthdays 

1st Bonnie Aldrich (husband Steve, One Challenge International – Colorado Springs, CO)  
bonniealdrich@oci.org 

21st Shauna Spence (husband Jeff, World Par tners – Taiwan) sleighspence@gmail.com 

mailto:bonniealdrich@oci.org
mailto:sleighspence@gmail.com
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The tradition continues at Trinity and North Union churches. We will be decorating both 

churches with Easter Flowers purchased in memory of or in honor of loved ones. This display 

of beautiful flowers in the church sanctuaries not only reminds of us loved ones but of the love 

that God displayed for us through his son’s sacrifice to be our Savior.  

Lily ($9.00) 

How many? 

Hydrangeas 

($11.00) 

How many? 

If desired, indicate “In Honor of” or “In Memory of” with name or  

description. 

   

   

   

   

Easter Flower Information 

Below is the list of Easter flowers available for purchase. The deadline for orders is Sunday, 

March 14,  Please place your order by filling out the form below. Then cut the form out 

and place it along with your cash or check (in the memo section of the check please write 

Easter flowers) in an envelope labeled EASTER FLOWERS . You can either place the 

envelope in the offering box at church or drop it off at the office (M-F 9:00-1:00) The doors 

are locked so please don’t forget to ring the doorbell.  

Some forms will also be available at both churches. 

 

Name _____________________________ All flowers may be taken home after the Easter Service.  

Total $ ___________  You can either place the envelope labeled Easter Flowers with your cash 

or check (if writing a check please make a note in the memo section)  and order form in the  

offering box at church or drop it off at the office (M-F 9:00-1:00). The doors are locked so 

please don’t forget to ring the doorbell. Deadline for all orders: March 14 

Some forms will also be available at both churches.  

Thanks! 

2021 EASTER FLOWERS 
Orders must be in by March 14 

EASTER LILIES $9.00 for a Single Stem Pot 

 HYDRANGEAS $11.00  
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Trinity/North Union 
United  
Methodist 
Church 
220 South Walnut Street 

Van Wert, Ohio 45891 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
VAN WERT, OHIO 

PERMIT NO. 93 

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE 

TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD 

“Remembering the Past, Envisioning the Future” 

Staff 
Senior Pastor   Rev. David To 

Office Manager   Jody Bigham 

Communication Director Loralee Lichtensteiger 

Family Ministries Director  Nancy Eberle 

Financial Accounts Manager Whitney Sealscott 

Trinity Custodian   Terri Schlenker 

North Union Custodian  Brenda DeLong 

Trinity Worship Coordinator Melissa Clay 

Trinity Choir & Handbell Director Erica Clay 

Trinity Pianist   Melissa Clay 

 

 

Service Times 
Sunday     

8:00 A.M.      Trinity Worship (online)  

9:30 A.M.    Trinity Worship 

10:30A.M      North Union Worship 

 

Contact Us 

Trinity/North Union United Methodist Church 

220 South Walnut Street 

Van Wert, Ohio 45891 

 

 Office Phone (419) 238-9541 

    

  

Office Emails 

tumcvanwert@gmail.com 

northunionumcvw@gmail.com 

trinityvw.org 

northunionumc.org 


