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Pastor’s Pen 

Pastor David To 
419-306-5509 
www.facebook.com/daveto98 

Answering Our Prayers 

God has answered our prayers! We have been praying for God to send us the right people to fill our last 
three staff positions at Trinity and North Union. I thought it might take up to a year to fill all positions, but 
God has sent us the right people within only a few months. Matt Saunier was hired first as our Sound Board 
Tech for Trinity. Then Ruth To was hired to be our Youth Director for both Trinity and North Union, and  
lastly Amanda Block was hired to be our Worship Coordinator at Trinity. Seeing everyone in place now, I am 
so excited and can’t ask for better people! I can’t wait to see what the future holds for both Trinity and 
North Union! 

Talking about prayer, sometimes God does not answer our prayers the way we want Him to answer, but we 
can be confident about this. Whatever the answer, God has our best interest in mind. There are five  
different ways of how God can answer our prayers. 

 1. No, I love you too much 

The first way that God can answer our prayer requests is “No, I love you too much.” The God of our  
universe is under no obligation to say yes to all our prayer requests. Sometimes, God answers no. When 
that happens, we have to believe that there is a good reason for God to say no and believe that it is  
influenced by His love for us. He will work out all things for good to those who love Him (Romans 8:28). 

 2. Yes, but you will have to wait 

The second way is “Yes, but you will have to wait.” We like immediate gratification. If it can be done, then it 
should be done immediately. God does not always work that way. Like the saying goes – “His time is the 
perfect time.” See Psalm 31:14, 15.   

 3. Yes, but not what you expect 

The third way is “Yes, but not what you expect.” We like to have everything laid out so that we can  
understand everything. Faith though is believing and trusting without seeing and sometimes without  
understanding. God’s ways are mysterious, and looking back at different situations we can see that they 
turned out better than what we were asking for. See Ephesians 3:20-21. 

 4. Yes, and here is more! 

The third way is “Yes, and here is more!” Our God is big. Our God is limitless. He is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20-21). God can and will do big things in our lives if we  
believe and ask Him. See Jeremiah 29:11-12.  

 5. Yes, I thought you would never ask 

The last way of God can answer our prayers is “Yes, I thought you would never ask.” Many people think 
that prayer is complicated. The simplest of prayers can bring a miracle that you need. See James 5:16.  

So, let us pray to our Heavenly Father who loves us, wants the best for us, and will always respond to us! 

Pastor David 
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Meet The New Staff 

Matt Saunier and his fiancé Beth Griffin began attending Trinity United 
Methodist Church in 2021, in the hopes of finding their place in a church. 
With the warm welcome they received, Matt wanted to “plug-in” wherever 
he could. The position of Sound Technician falls into his expertise and  
passion. Working at the Niswonger Performing Arts Center for 13 years 
helped develop his skills in the field of Audio / Visual. Matt is extremely ex-
cited to be a part of the team at Trinity and looks forward to growing clos-
er to the Lord with his service.  

Ruth To has been in ministry for 11 years serving in youth, children, and 
family ministries. She has her bachelor’s in Biblical and Religious Studies 
with an emphasis in Christian Ministries. She is excited to serve the teens of 
Trinity and North Union Churches. Her hope is to encourage faith  
development and build relationships. She is married to Pastor David, and 
they are excited to continue to serve the community of Van Wert. 

Amanda Block was born and raised here in Van Wert. She attended  
Huntington University where she studied youth, children, and family  
ministry. After graduation, she  served as the worship leader at other 
churches before coming to Trinity. She is very passionate about providing a 
quality worship experience through music and is excited to minister to  
everyone who comes on Sunday mornings. Amanda and her husband Hall 
have a two-year-old son named Asher. They are excited to raise their  
family in Van Wert and to serve in the community.  
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Children’s Church: Helpers are still needed for June, July, and August.  Sign up in the Narthex before or after 

service or contact Nancy Eberle. 

Leaders take the lead. Like a drum major leading a marching band or the grand marshal at a parade, leaders are out 

in front showing others the way. Legendary leaders of the Bible like Deborah, Gideon, Samson, and Ruth will help 

the kids see what leadership looks like and how they can become great leaders too. Everyone can be a leader, let’s 

take the lead together. 
 

 

June 06  Deborah takes the lead to defeat a powerful army. 

         Bible Story: Judges 4 

 Big Idea:  Everyone can be a leader. 

 HELPERS: Trinity-Marie Markward and TBD            

                                 North Union-Ruth To 

June 13 Gideon takes the lead into battle with only 300 soldiers. 

           Bible Story: Judges 7 

 Big Idea:  God give me courage to lead. 

 HELPERS: Trinity-Diane Hood and TBD 

                                 North Union-Vicky Racster 

June 20 Samson takes the lead to bring down his enemies after they had captured him. 

           Bible Story: Judges 16: 4-30 

 Big Idea:  God helps me learn from my mistakes. 

 HELPERS: Trinity-Nancy Eberle and Julie Tinnel 

                                 North Union-Lisa Wortman 

June 27 Ruth takes the lead when she followed her mother-in-law, Naomi. 

           Bible Story: Ruth 1: 1-18 

 Big Idea:  God give me leaders I can follow. 

 HELPERS: Trinity-Jay and Amy Prichard 

                       North Union-Nancy Eberle 

Note from Nancy: We have had some beautiful days!  I love the sunshine!   

Welcome to our three new employees:  Matt Saunier, Amanda Block, and Ruth To.  Welcome to the team!  I have no 

doubt that we will benefit from your leadership! 

As summer is about to start, my office will start looking like a tropical island as I prepare for VBS.  I still need  

volunteers and registration for the kids has opened!  I am excited but a little nervous.  This is my first BIG project! 

God Bless!  Nancy 

Nursery: Nancy is still working on the schedule for June.  If you would like to work in the nursery in June, July, or 

August, please contact Nancy or sign up in the Narthex before or after worship. 
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Sunday School: Sunday School has resumed at Trinity.  All classes welcome new members.  Here is some  

information about each class and where they meet: 

 J.O.Y. Class meets in the Lounge Classroom (which are on the first floor/  right before the steps to the  

 kitchen).  It is currently being led by Jane Schmid and Rex Dolby.  They are continuing to use the Union Gospel 

 Press Adult Bible Study curriculum. 

 Soujourner’s Class meets in the Soujourner’s Room (first floor).  It is led by Randy Gardner.  Their current study 

is a David Jeremiah video series on the book of Daniel. 

 Next Level Class meets in the Upstairs Classroom (next to the Fellowship Hall).  It is currently being led by Amy 

Prichard.  Their current study is “Revealing the Mysteries of Heaven” by Dr. David Jeremiah. 

 The Children’s Class is for all ages (PK-grade 5).  They meet in the PK/K room on the 1st Floor.  They use the Spark 

Activate Faith curriculum and has a rotation of teachers.  

If you are interested in forming a class for older children or young adults, please let Nancy Eberle know.  If there is an 

interest to begin Sunday School again at North Union, also please let Nancy know.  

Vacation Bible School: Vacation Bible School is 

less than 2 months away!  This year our theme is 

“Discovery on Adventure Island”!  So…we are going on a 

tropical adventure and having a quest for God’s great 

light!  It will be held on July 12-15 (Monday-Thursday) 

from 6:00-8:30pm.  Sign up information is below.  It will 

be open to all kids age 3 through entering 6th grade.   

If you are interested in helping, please let Nancy Eberle 

know, use the sign-up sheet in the Narthex, or sign up 

using the website below.  She can use your help in many 

ways and for as many days as you can help.  

 Here is a list of volunteer openings: 

 Leader of the Recreation Station 

 Leader of Snack Station 

 Island Guides-shepherd the Explorers between stations 

 Station Assistants-help at our different stations 

 Decorating Committee 

 Island Welcoming Committee-checks the kids in daily and directs them to the Opening Assembly 

127 YARD SALE 
North Union’s yearly  

127 YARD SALE will be held   

August 4—7th.   

As always North Union and  

Trinity come first,  if anyone is 

wanting to rent a space or just interested in  

obtaining more information about the yard sale  

contact Del Free: 419-203-1726. 

POTLUCK SCHEDULED 

June 13th 

North Union Church 

12:00 pm  

(after worship service) 

 

All of our Trinity family is welcome.  

Hope to see you there! 



   

 

 

June 02  Youth Group at Trinity UMC 6:30-8pm 
  We will be tie dying t-shirts this evening. Please bring a white shirt  
  to tie die and wear OLD clothing.  
  We’ll also be playing games outside – so dress cool and wear good shoes!  

June 09  Laser Tag at Ultrazone Family Entertainment, Fort Wayne 
  Leave Trinity UMC at 5:30pm and arrive home around 8:15pm  
  Please bring $5 to help offset cost of activity 

June 16  Youth Group at Trinity UMC 6:30-8pm 

June 18-19  Youth Trip  

June 23  Mini Golf at K.C. Geiger Park in St. Marys  
  Leave Trinity UMC at 5:30pm and arrive home around 8:30pm  
  Wear good shoes to play games in after we finish Mini Golf  

June 30  Youth Group at Trinity UMC 6:30-8pm  

June Youth Group News & Updates 

I am excited to be starting this part-time position with the church as the Youth Director!  
 
Pastor David and I are almost a year into our appointment here at Trinity and North Union! I do not  
suggest anyone should move during a global pandemic – but we have seen God’s hand throughout the 
transition! However, with Covid precautions in place, we have not been able to get to know everyone 
during this first year as we wish we could have! I thought I would take this time to share a little bit about 
myself. I grew up in Western, PA and went to college at Grove City College in PA. I have my bachelors in 
Biblical and Religious Studies with an emphasis in Christian Ministries. I have served at churches since 
graduating from college in several different settings. I have served 1200 member churches to 50 member 
churches. I have enjoyed aspects of both the big and small congregations.  
 
I have been thoroughly impressed by the teens of Trinity and North Union! Your youth program has such 
a wonderful foundation and I am excited to see things continue to grow and flourish! The teens of this 
church have already displayed a desire to grow their faith deeper and a love to serve others! I cannot  
imagine a better group to work with!  
 
As I write this, I’m three days into the job – and things are buzzing and gaining momentum quickly! In the 
future, schedules will be put out further in advance, but for now, I am just releasing the month of June 
until I can get my feet a little more on solid ground. However, I do want to announce that Youth Group is 
going to return to an hour and a half format starting in June! 
 
I would like to say thank you to those individuals who volunteered to allow the youth group to keep 
meeting throughout the absence of a director. Nancy Eberle spent a lot of time organizing volunteers and 
spending extra time at the church! We cannot thank Nancy enough!! We also wish to say THANK YOU to 
Jay and Amy Prichard, Jane Schmid, Courtney Klinker, Dane Chiles, and Pastor David! You are  
appreciated!!  

God Bless, 
Ruth To  
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June 

2021 
  

Trinity UMC   North Union UMC 

220 S. Walnut St.  4486 US RT 127N 

Van Wert, OH 45891 Van Wert, OH 45891 

 Office: 419.238.9541 

 

Email: tumcvanwert@gmail.com  

Email: northunionumcvw@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

 

1 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

2 

 
 
 
 
7:00 Youth/Tweens 
7:00 Praise Team 

3 
 

4 

10:00 Mission 
Meeting 

5 

6 

TUMC  

Worship: 8:00  
Broadcast: 8:15 
Worship: 9:15 
SS following service 
 

NU   
Worship: 10:45 

7 

2:00 Ministry Staff 

Meeting 

 

 

 

8 
 

 

 

 

7:00 Trinity AD Board 

Mtg. 

9 
 
 
 

 
 
7:00 Youth/Tweens 
7:00 Praise Team 

10  

 
 
 
 

11 

 

12 
 

13  

TUMC  

Worship: 8:00 
Broadcast: 8:15 
Worship: 9:15  
SS following service 

NU  
Worship: 10:45 
Potluck: 12:00 

14 

2:00 Ministry Staff 

Meeting 

15 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 

 

 

 

 
7:00 Youth/Tweens 
7:00 Praise Team 

17 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

18 

King’s Island  

19 
Youth Trip 

20 Father’s Day  

TUMC   
Worship: 8:00  
Broadcast: 8:15 
Worship: 9:15  
SS following service 
 

NU  
Worship: 10:45  

21 

2:00 Ministry Staff 

Meeting 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

23 
 

11:00 AM Newsletter 
Info 
Deadline 
 

 
7:00 Youth/Tweens 
7:00 Praise Team 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

 

25 
 

26 

 

27 

TUMC  

Worship: 8:00  
Broadcast: 8:15 
Worship: 9:15  
SS following service 
 
NU  
Worship: 10:45 

28 
2:00 Ministry Staff 

Meeting 

 

 

 

 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

30 

 

 
 
7:00 Youth/Tweens 
7:00 Praise Team 
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Our members and friends who are Home-Bound: 

 Ruth Frysinger 

 Dottie Blake 

 Jan Schaadt 

 Richard and Carolyn Good 

Our members and friends in Hearth and Home: 

 Margaret Evans 

Our members and friends in Van Crest: 

 Shirley Young  Barbara Morris 

 Helen Bowersock  

 Cindy Jones 

 Dean Froelich 

 Joan Adams  

Our members and friends in Van Wert Manor: 

  

Our members and friends in  

The Gardens of St. Henry: Gene & Georgia Reyman 
 

 

Prayer Concerns as of May 25 

Jimmie Benavidez  NU 

Larry Bracken   Trinity-health issues 

Rick & Clara Eberle  Trinity-health issues  

Maria Estrada-Hodges Trinity-health issues 

Joel Frysinger   Trinity-health issues 

Ruth Frysinger  Trinity-health issues 

Noah Girod   Trinity-health issues 

Nancy Lautzenheiser  NU-cancer 

Jay Oechsle   Trinity -cancer 

Steve Samples   Trinity 

Ed Schlenker   Trinity - health issues 

Tom Short   NU –healing  

Carl Short    NU-health issues 

Our Prayer Concerns 

Those serving around the world:  

Brooks Ludwig              Marines 
 

Trinity Finance Report  
 April 10 - May 10, 2021 

Income:   $26,460.61  

Expenses: $24,953.38  

 

North Union Finance Report 
May 2021 

Offering:  $3,607.00 

( not including May 30) 

June Birthdays: Gloria Lane (3), Krystin Calvert (3),  David Lamb (4),  Ron DeLong (5),  Don 

Mosier (6),  Jim Tomlinson (7),  Steve Racster (7),  Linda Kramer (8),  Dan Stemen (8),   

Rick Eberle (8), Melissa Mengerink (9), Cheryl Gehres (10),  Randy Myers (10),  Laura Kreinbihl (12),  

Conner Ream (14),  Gary Miller (16),  Cody Klinker (17), Barbara Morris (19),  Heather Nihiser (19),  

Hannah Lamb (19),  Hayden Ludwig (20),  Eisley McLachlan (22),  Deb Chiles (23),  Dana Lahmon (23),   

Alyssa Sneed (24),  Andrew Perry (24),  Nathan Knodel (26),  Ella Lamb (26), Evelyn Lamb (26),  Mike 

Karcher (27), Robin Kramer (27),  Rick Boroff (28),  Elizabeth Tomlinson (29), Ed Schlenker (30) 

  

June Anniversaries: Larry & Diane Webb (1),  John & Laura Foster (2),  Dennis & Kerri Kiracofe 

(4),  Rick & Nancy Eberle (4), Loren & Jane Keske (8), Mark & Rachelle Bagley (8), Warren & Linda 

Kramer (12), Cody & Amanda Lape (13), Jay & Amy Prichard (14), David & Ruth To (14), Tom & Mary 

Jo Berryman (15), Bill & Sandra Shepherd (17), Phil & Robin Farris (18), Larry & Nancy Bowersock 

(21), Mark & Tricia Stanley (22), Mike & Deb Chiles (24), Glen & Paula Sanders (24), Gary & Wanda 

Evans (25), Eddie & Jesika Woodard (26), Greg & Lisa Wortman (27), Dean & Jean Endsley (29), John 

& Ann Ream (29) 
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Mission News 

Scott and Kathy Murphy 

One Mission Society – Greenwood, IN 

In his new role, Scott has the privilege of coming alongside Jeff Edwards, the  
executive director of Global Ministries, and a great team of regional directors and 
support team leaders. Together, they are working to implement a new structural 
framework for OMS.  Here are some things they are working on: Building healthy 
teams on our fields, which is cr itical for  recruiting and retaining younger   
missionaries. Developing action plans that move us toward better alignment with 

our focus and framework. Building regional hubs that will effectively support OMS’ worldwide ministry 
closer to where it is taking place. Truly functioning as ONE Mission Society where all departments and 
ministries function together in unity to fulfill our ONE mission.  Prayer Requests: As Scott assists in the 
area of administration, he needs wisdom and discernment as he works through many details  
regarding finances, logistics, and the setting of priorities. Pray for sensitivity to God’s leading in all the 
changes that are taking place, and that many will come to know Christ, becoming faithful followers of Him 
who in turn will reach others. 

We are enjoying participating in the Nueva Vida Hispanic Church in Indianapolis. It’s a special joy for us 
to worship in Spanish. Scott preaches occasionally, and Kathy enjoys playing keyboard with the worship 
team. In January, Kathy was asked if she would be willing to teach a youth Sunday school class every other 
month. She has taught the class in February and in April so far.  

On a more personal note: We are very thankful that God gave us clear confirmation that we were to take 
this big step of leaving Spain and Europe after 38 years. While we are still getting our heads around the fact 
that we are now living in the U.S. permanently, God has been so faithful to us. We of course miss Spain and 
our friends there, and would love to go back sometime once the world gets back to something approaching 
normal, whatever that looks like. As we celebrate God’s faithfulness in the midst of new challenges, we are 
also extremely grateful for you. Thank you so much for standing with us in prayer and for your continued 
support in these new ministry opportunities. It means so much to us that you are partnering with us! 

Steve Aldrich 

One Challenge International – Colorado Springs, CO 

I am back to international travel!  My first trip in 2021 was to Mexico with members of 
5 local Colorado Springs churches.  We conducted Vacation Bible School for the girls  
5-12 and a Baseball Sports Camp for boys 5-12.  Young Life events were held in the 
evening for high school students and young adults who work during the day.  In April I 
was off to Ukraine, to the Global Partner Network Training Center located 90 minutes 
from the capital of Kiev.  There I worked with students planning to be missionaries.  
Being back with these dedicated men and women was a tremendous blessing! 

June Missionary Birthdays 

08 Jeff Spence (wife Shauna, World Partners – Taiwan) sleighspence@gmail.com 

18 Brian Schwartz (wife Beth, Wycliffe Bible Translators – the Philippines) brian_schwartz@sil.org 

26 Stuart Hall (wife Jessica, Cru/Bridges International – Haslett, MI)  
jessicahall@bridgesinternational.com 

26 Joel Penton (wife Bethany, Stand for Truth Ministries – Hilliard, OH) joel@sftministry.org 

mailto:sleighspence@gmail.com
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Greenhouse – The Bell County Farm Bureau fully funded an upgrade to the  
electrical system and the addition of a generator. A volunteer from Illinois  

installed a stairway, providing safe passage up and down the hillside to the lower 
greenhouses.  We officially opened for the season on April 29, with plenty of flower and veggie plants just 
waiting for someone to purchase them and take them home.  Food Pantry - A grant from God’s Food Pantry 

and the Feeding America program enabled us to buy new walk-in cooler and freezer units.  This greatly  
expands our capacity to store perishable food, allowing us to accept more fresh fruits and vegetables, as well 
as dairy items and meat.  Financial donations enabled us to triple the output of food into the community, 

which was a blessing to families who had school-age children no longer receiving school meals when schools 
were closed.  Library - Financial donations enabled us to conver t our  library into a tutor -assisted  
computer lab that could close the gap on remote learning for children without resources capable of navigating 

the online learning environment.  Farm Equipment – Last fall, we had to replace our hay roller.  This required 
a significant down payment and then a loan for the balance of the $28,100 purchase price.  By March of this 
year, due to generous donations, we fully retired this loan.  Thanks to other donations, we have also been able 

to fully fund the purchase of a post driver and a hay tedder or fluffer.  Financial Status – Despite the effects of 
the pandemic, God has continued to provide what we have needed, and at exactly the time when it has been 
needed, to respond to the most critical needs of our community.  We are incredibly thankful for our partners 
in ministry!  Executive Director – Effective June 7, Pastor John Newman will replace Jim Knight in this  

leadership position. 

Henderson Settlement Highlights 

Frakes, KY 

I’ve enjoyed the opportunity to have a front row seat in seeing God at work in our seniors’ 
lives!  Despite an unprecedented year of virtual ministry, we’ve seen exponential growth in 

discipleship.  Pray for us, our staff team, and leaders over the summer months as we prepare 
for the next school year.  Pray for our staff, especially 3 new team members, to be fully 
funded so that we can focus on sharing the gospel and discipling students by fall semester.  

Thank you for being part of my ministry team! 

Amy Bromberg 
Cru/Athletes in Action – Fairborn, OH 

Lori McFall 
One Mission Society/HOPE61 Human Trafficking Prevention 

In spite of COVID-19, in 2020 and early 2021, we’ve held trainings virtually in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya, Liberia, Uganda, and the U.S., and we’ve 

held in-person trainings in Haiti, India, Spain, Uganda, and the U.S.  Those trainings 
represent more than 3,900 people, from many local churches, trained to help prevent  
human trafficking in their communities.  Pray that, as the pandemic eases, HOPE61 

trainers will be able to conduct more trainings.  Pray for me personally as I prepare to 
lead a training in June.  It’s so important that we train local leaders in the U.S. and  

globally to make them aware of just how prevalent human trafficking is and how they can help to keep 

their communities safe. 
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PLC Health Clinic 

Due to the pandemic, our annual fundraiser banquet was in the form of a virtual 
presentation this year.  Our goal was to raise $70,000 to fund our services, but 

our awesome supporters raised over $80,000!   

We’d like to thank the Van Wert Knights of Columbus for donating $700 of 
their Fish Fry proceeds to the PLC!  What a blessing! 

Since March, we have welcomed four new healthy PLC babies, a boy and three girls, and two more babies 
are expected to arrive by June.  Please pray for all our moms as they adjust to life with newborn and for 
our expectant moms to have healthy deliveries.  We’re excited to announce that we are inching forward in 

our services by opening our classroom back up for Bible studies and classes, along with our online  
options.  Please pray as we transition back into a normal routine. 

Mark your calendars for our annual Walk for Life, which will be held on Sunday, September 26 in  

Franklin Park.  The theme will be Love, Protect, Guide, Repeat!  We begin with love, we protect the  
unborn, we offer guidance as we come alongside our parents, and we keep doing those things over and 
over again.   

Note: Trinity will again be a $300 sponsor for the Walk for Life.  This sponsorship is made possible through your un-

designated mission offering. 

Local Mission Updates 

Note: $300 of your  
undesignated  

mission offering will be 
used to buy school  

supplies for this  
community  

outreach event. 
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MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE 

TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD 

“Remembering the Past, Envisioning the Future” 

Staff 
Senior Pastor   Rev. David To 

Office Manager   Jody Bigham 

Communication Director Loralee Lichtensteiger 

Youth Director    Ruth To 

Family Ministries Director  Nancy Eberle 

Financial Accounts Manager Whitney Sealscott 

Trinity Custodian   Terri Schlenker 

North Union Custodian  Brenda DeLong 

Trinity Worship Coordinator Amanda Block 

Sound Technician   Matt Saunier 

Trinity Choir & Handbell Director Erica Clay 

Trinity Pianist   Melissa Clay 

 

 

Service Times 
Sunday     

8:00 A.M.      Trinity Worship   

9:15 A.M.    Trinity Worship 

10:45A.M      North Union Worship 

 

Contact Us 

Trinity/North Union United Methodist Church 

220 South Walnut Street 

Van Wert, Ohio 45891 

 

 Office Phone (419) 238-9541 

    

  

Office Emails 

tumcvanwert@gmail.com 

northunionumcvw@gmail.com 

trinityvw.org 

northunionumc.org 


