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The Trumpeter 

January 2019 
  

 

January Sermon Series - “Finding Joy In Real Life” 

5 Habits for Living Well 

In real life, we’re not always dealt the perfect hand. Relationships, careers and 

finances can all complicate life, leaving us unsettled, frustrated, empty and 

exhausted. What if you could turn the life you have into the life you want? What if 

life could be more meaningful and filled with real joy? What if you could develop 

habits that would make every day of your life better?  

From now until February 3, we will be exploring some basic teachings from the Bible 

to help our every day lives better.  This is an excellent time to invite friends as we 

look at how we can use these well-known teachings and come to the realization 

that what comes from God CAN make our lives better. 

 January 13 - What God Asks of Us, Micah 6:8 

 January 20 - 6 Words to Set You Free, Colossians 3:13 

 January 27 - The Secret to True Wealth, 1 Timothy 6:18-19 

 February 3 - The Most Important One of All, Matthew 22:37 

In our ongoing quest to make Trinity the “Friendliest Church in Town,” we are reprinting our article from last month, on some ways that you 

can help us make visitors feel welcomed in our congregation: 

New Visitor Connection Cards - Each usher and greeter will have new Connection Cards for every new visitor to receive and fill out.  There is 

a portion at the bottom that is designed to be removed and put in the offering.  If you meet a visitor without a card, please get one for them 

from the Missions Table or an usher. 

5-10-Link Rule - This new “rule” asks all of our regulars to do 3 things: 

 For 5 minutes before and after each service, make a point to look for new people… 

 Within 10 feet of you in the worship space… 

 And find a Link for them in the life of the church.  Maybe that’s you, maybe it’s someone else to whom you can introduce them, or 

maybe it’s a program you can let them know about. 

Invite Them To Lunch Project - This “project” is to make sure every visitor to our church gets invited out to lunch by at least one “regular.”  

They don’t have to say yes for this to be effective, nor do you have to buy them lunch, but included them is an incredibly powerful message 

that we value visitors. 

If we can do these few simple things, we can go a long way to being “the friendliest Church in town!” 
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December 
 
  Sunday Worship 
  School 
 
12/2  54  179 
 
12/9  62  195 
 
12/16  47  213 
 
12/23  47  205 
 
12/30  31  162 

 
Income-$288,120.36 
Expense-$344,626.10 

Balance-$3,026.08 
As of 11-30-18 

On Saturday, January 12, at the Gate          

5:00 PM, all people who are married 

(or going to be) are invited to our 

Married People ministry.  This        

fellowship and education group 

meets several times throughout the 

year to strengthen our marriages as we build community 

with other married people.  

 

This meeting will be a MOVIE PARTY!!! We will watch 

Fireproof, eat snacks and talk with other married people.   

 

There is childcare available, but we’d really like to know 

you’re coming if you need it.  Please call or email the 

office to let us know. 
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Leadership News 

With a new year comes new people in new places.  As is the norm in the United Methodist Church, the major administrative 

committees of the church have intentional “turn-over,” so that people are not required to serve on these very important committees 

for more than 3 years.  Listed below are the members of the 5 main administrative committees of the church so that you might be 

aware of who among us has agreed to give their time to this important work. 

We would be remiss if we didn’t thank all of those who served in the past year, or years, to help keep the church moving forward.  

While we won’t list names here to make sure we don’t miss anyone unintentionally, thank you for your dedicated service to God and 

His church. 

Ad Board—The Main Decision Making Body for the Church 

Chair - Phil Farris      Treasurer - Bill Swank 

Recording Secretary - Libby Gardner   SPRC Chair - Rachelle Bagley 

Secretary to the Charge Conference - Joan Swank  Trustees Chair - Bill Shepherd 

Lay Leader - Jeff Collins     Missions Chair - Mary Collins 

Finance Chair - TBE     Lay Member to the Annual Conference - Randy Gardner 

Strategic Planning Committee Chair - Jane Schmid  Membership Secretary - Jody Bigham (staff) 

Scholarships Co-Chair - Dane Gross    Scholarships Co-Chair - Kelly Gross 

Youth Representative - Dane Chiles    Young Adult Representative - TBE 

At Large Members - Laura Foster, Mark Bagley 

All paid staff are members of Ad Board 

SPRC (Staff/Parrish Relations Committee) - The Personnel Committee of the Church 

Chair - Rachelle Bagley  Ray Ridenhour  Joanne Bagley  Anna Dunlap 

Kent Schmid   Jennifer Calayo  David Walker 

Trustees - The Committee that Oversees the Buildings and Grounds of the Church 

Bill Shepherd - Chair  Dean Girod  Ben Price  Greg Mendenhall  Misty 

Kitchings 

Mike Chiles   Rich Nouza  Erica Clay  Danny Dunlap 

Finance Committee - Oversees the Finances of the Church. 

Note:  Most people are on Finance Committee by virtue of their other positions. 

Chairperson - TBE  Pastor - Kurt Tomlinson    Memorial Chair - Jan Adams  

Treasurer - Bill Swank  Financial Acct. Manager - Whitney Sealscott  Lay Leader - Jeff Collins 

Financial Secretary - Lynn Davis Asst. Financial Secretary - Warren Kramer  Ad Board Chair - Phil Farris 

At Large Member - Jay Prichard At Large Member - Bev Boroff   Trustees Chair - Bill Shepherd 

At Large Member—Linda Miller       SPRC Chair - Rachelle Bagley 

Lay Leadership - Oversees the Leadership of the Church (nominates committee members) 

Chair - Pastor Kurt Tomlinson Shirley Baxter  Deb Sealscott  Doreen Krugh  Rex Dolby 

Diane Hood   Ellen Proffitt  Larry Webb   Joan Swank 

Finance Committee Update 

In December, the Finance Committee and Ad Board passed a preliminary 2019 budget, or spending plan, to guide our finances in 

the new year.  Due primarily to a reduction in Health Care Expenses and a 6.5% reduction in the money we send to the United 

Methodist Denomination (apportionments), along with some other belt tightening, we are anticipating a  5—10% reduction in our 

operating budget for 2019.  This reduction, the first in recent memory by the members of the Ad Board, is so that we might 

diligently be good stewards of your generous donation to our church.  Thank you to all who continue to support our ministries and 

who turned in an Estimate of Giving for 2019, it has really helped our process. 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Faith, 

This is the newsletter article I have dreaded to write for 20 years of ministry in the United Methodist Church (UMC).  Since my career 

started in 1997, I have heard the debate in the UMC over human sexuality, specifically the level of inclusion of people who are 

lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, or transgender.  This discussion comes to a zenith, February 23—26 in St. Louis.  At this conference, 864 

elected delegates from all over the world will gather, again, to vote on what the policy of the UMC will be going forward.   

I will share some information very briefly in this newsletter article and will hold an information session for those interested in more 

information on Monday, January 28 from 7—8:30 in The Gate.  This will be a time when I will present the detailed history and agenda 

for the upcoming special conference.  If you attend, please come with a spirit of grace and love knowing that there may be your 

sisters or brothers in faith that may differ from you in their opinion in this matter.  No matter where we stand on this particular issue, 

we are the body of Christ. 

History - The 1972 General Conference (GC) inserted language saying that homosexuality was “incompatible with Christian teaching” 

for the first time, starting the debate that continues today.  During the 2016 GC, the delegates asked the Bishops of the church to 

provide a “way forward” to resolving these issues.  The Bishops recommended, and the Conference approved, a commission that 

would study this issue deeply and come back with recommendations.  One thing to note - Bishops do NOT have voting privileges at GC 

nor at Annual Conference (our local meeting).  This commission was something the GC asked for and approved.   

This “Commission on a Way Forward,” was a diverse group that spent 2 years meeting and studying and came up with 3 plans for 

moving the UMC forward.  February’s meeting was called expressly to receive the work of the Commission. 

Possible Outcomes - There are 3 “official” plans that will be presented to GC and over 100 other petitions that have been submitted by 

other United Methodists.  While there is a very real possibility that there will be no legislation passed at the GC and the current 

situation will continue, there is hope one of the plans will be adopted. 

Of the 3 official plans, 2 have the best possibilities of being passed, the Traditional Plan and the One-Church Plan.  In essence, the 

Traditional Plan reinforces the prohibition of homosexuals within the leadership of the UMC and from performing homosexual 

weddings.  This plan has strict punishments for those that do not abide by these prohibitions. 

The One-Church Plan removes the prohibitions around homosexual leadership and weddings within the UMC, but puts in protections 

for traditional congregations who desire to continue to keep the prohibitions within their local church.  This plan removes 

punishments for Bishops, Pastors and Lay Members in matters of homosexual inclusion or exclusion. 

Additionally, our Judicial Council, essentially the Supreme Court of the UMC, has ruled that some aspects of both of these plans are 

not allowed by the UMC Constitution, throwing yet more uncertainty into the discussion.  One more thing to be aware of, special 

interest groups within the UMC, on both sides of this issue, have threatened to withdraw from the UMC if this issue is not resolved to 

their satisfaction. 

As you can tell, this is a difficult, overwhelming and constantly changing situation.  I invite you to pray, daily, for the GC session, for all 

864 delegates, and for our church.  I have been a United Methodist all my life, and I weep for the reality that our beloved church will 

probably look very different in the near future.  This is a time to look for ways to be the community that Jesus envisioned when he 

created the church - if we could focus on where we agree rather than focus on where we disagree, we might just find a “way 

forward.”    

See you in church, 

Pastor Kurt 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 

 

1 

 

2 
 

 

3 4 
  

10:00 Missions  

 

5 
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Worship: 8:15 & 10:15 

9:15 Sunday School  

3:00 Youth Band 

5:00 Bell Choir 

 

7 
 

 

 

Caring Friends 

 

8 
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1:00 Bulletin Deadline 
6:00 Choir 
7:00 Adult Bible Study 
7:00 Youth Worship 
8:00 Praise Team 

10 

 

7:00 

Breakthrough 

Prayer Team 

11 

 

Staff 

Christmas 

Dinner 6:00 

12 

5:00—”Married 

People” movie 

night. 

13 

 
Worship: 8:15 & 10:15 

9:15 Sunday School 

3:00 Youth Band 
5:00 Bell Choir 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 
 
 

7:00 Trustees 

16 

 
 
 
1:00 Bulletin Deadline 
6:00 Choir                
7:00 Adult Bible Study 
7:00 Youth Worship 
8:00 Praise Team 

17 
 
 

18 19 

 

20  
 
Worship: 8:15 & 10:15 
9:15 Sunday School    
3:00 Youth Band 
5:00 Bell Choir 

21 
 

 

 

22 
 

 

 

 

23 

 
1:00 Bulletin Deadline 
6:00 Choir 
7:00 Adult Bible Study 
7:00 Youth Worship 
8:00 Praise Team 

24 
 

 

 
11:00 Trumpeter 

Deadline 

25 26 

 

 

27 

 

Worship: 8:15 & 10:15 

9:15 Sunday School    
3:00 Youth Band 

5:00 Bell Choir 

28 

 

7:00 “Way 

Forward” 

Informational 

meeting. 

29 

  

30 
 

1:00 Bulletin Deadline 
6:00 Choir 
7:00 Adult Bible Study 
7:00 Youth Worship 
8:00 Praise Team 

31 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

   

January 2019  Trinity UMC 

220 S. Walnut St. 

Van Wert, OH 45891 

O: 419.238.9541 

F:  419.238.0293 

email: 

tumcvanwert@gmail.com 

Office Hours M-FRI 9:00—1:00 
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How 
Can You 

HELP? 
 1/6 1/13 1/20 1/27  

Ushers Jerry & Shirley Beard, Gene & Linda Miller, Brian & Julie Tinnel 

North Door 

Greeters 
Mike & Deb Chiles 

Tim & Michelle 

Jurczyk 

Tim & Michelle 

Jurczyk 

Tim & Michelle 

Jurczyk 

 

  

East Door 

Greeters Ben & Darcie Price Daniel Perry Daniel Perry Rick & Nancy Eberle 
 

 

10:15 Nursery 
Jane Schmid &  

Maria Bagley 

Linda Bagley & 

Ellen Proffitt 

Laura Foster & 

Drew Bagley 

Diane Webb & 

Gage Chiles 

 

 

Worship               Sundays at 8:15 & 10:15 A.M. 

                Sunday School at 9:15 A.M. 

Women’s Bible Study      Tuesdays @ 9:00 AM 

            At Melissa Clays’ house 

Adult Bible Study          Wednesdays @ 7:00 P.M. 

            In the Music Room 

Youth Group                       Wednesdays at 7:00 P.M. 

            In the Gate 

Praise Team           Wednesdays at 8:00 PM 

            In the Sanctuary 

 

Bell Choir           Sundays @ 5:00 PM 

 

Choir            Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM 

Weekly 

Activities 

Get Involved 
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  Jan. 2019 — Kid’s Corner! 

Week 1: 

    Doing what you should can 

keep you safe.    

Proverbs 25:28  

Week 2: 

Slow to Anger   

Proverbs 16:32  

Week 4: 

Too much of a good thing.  

 Proverbs 25:16  

 

This month we will study several verses in the book of 
Proverbs and apply them as we work on self-control. 

 
Kids Church Volunteers 

 
            Jan 6 -   Diane Webb, Nancy Eberle  

            Jan 13-  Toni Zappa, Malinda Mackie  

Jan. 20- Nancy Eberle 

Jan. 27- Jay Prichard  

 

Key Question: Who do you need?  

Bottom Line:  I need Jesus.  

 Preschool Theme:  The Market         

 

 You are everything I need.  Psalm 119:57  

 
Week one -    My friends need Jesus.  Mark 2:1-12     

 
Week two - I need to ask Jesus for help.  Mark 7:32-37  

 
Week three – Everyone needs Jesus. John 9:1-12  

 

Week four - I need Jesus when I’m scared.  
Matt. 8:23-27  

Week 3: 

Choose your words carefully.  

Proverbs 12:18  

Self-control     

Choosing to do what you 

should, even when you don’t 

want to.  

Remember This…”God’s power has given us everything  

we need to live a Godly life.”  

2 Pet. 1:3a  
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Pray 
Continually 

Van Wert Manor 

Billy Krugh 

 

 

Van Wert Manor          

Assisted Living 

Alice Gasiday 

VanCrest Assisted Living 

Don & Barbara Morris 

 

Hearth & Home 

Margaret Evans 

Jason Hoffman  

Nancy Crawford  

Sally Blake 

Dave Reach 

Bridget Finan 

Shirley Flickinger 

Derek Sellers 

Nancy Cox 

Marge Price 

Casey Fanze 

Maria Sostre 

Howard Hubert 

Rick Matthew  

Trisha Goodwin 

Donna Welker 

Judy Brennan 

Austin Pase  

LuAnn Sigler 

Linda Spear 

Barbara Morris 

Philip Hartman 

Noah Girod 

Maria Estrada-Hodges 

Joaquin Estrada Sr. 

Ryan Schaadt 

Larry Roth 

 

Laura Proxmire 

Deb McKanna 

Larry Haseman 

Allianna Estrada  

Georgia Reyman 

Rod Bowen 

Isaac McKanna 

Marcia Lister 

Shirley Young 

Don Yaussy 

Steve Samples 

Dave Scott 

Reese Sunderland  

Debbie Strickler 

Kaiden Bo 

Larry McKanna 

Sue Hire 

Cameron Nouza 

Janet Mohr 

Byron Mohr 

Amy Borrell 

Rick Eberle Sr. 

Shirley Stephenson 

Allan Edwards 

Amber Carter 

Patty Boley 

Carole Motyka 

Beth Hubartt 

Barb Rice 

Felicia Krugh 

Todd Johns 

Chris Semer 

Sharon Spinner 

Becky Warren 

Vickie Trisel-Cancer 

Tim Houge 

VanCrest 

Nursing 

Home 

Maplewood of 
Shane’s 
Village  

Joan Adams 

Homebound 
 Margery Sheldon 

 Nancy Cox 

 Donna Pontius 

 Jan Schaadt 

 Harry Fryer 

 Ruth Frysinger 

 Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 
1/1 Larry Webb 

1/1 Rita Carter 

1/1 Kahlil Breese 

1/4 Bill Shepherd 

1/7 Janet Mohr 

1/7 Janice Adams 

1/8 Rodney Bevington 

1/10 Stephanie Bulington 

1/10 Brenley Davis 

1/11 Stacey Schlenker 

1/11 Marshall Healy 

1/13 Bob Houser 

1/16 Eric Klinker 

1/16 Luke Girod 

1/17 Doug Bair 

1/17 Elaine Tomlinson 

1/17 Lauren Gross 

1/17 Joe Gardner 

1/18 Anthony Mengerink 

1/19 John Foster 

1/19 Philip Yackee 

1/20 Imogene Ridenour 

1/21 Linda Miller 

1/23 Kathleen Cooper 

1/23 Kurt Tomlinson 

1/24 Colleen Hoghe 

1/24 Laura Clementz 

1/24 Allison Spieles 

1/25 Kathy Wells 

1/29 Shelly Bair 

1/29 Kristin Girod-Helmick 

1/30 Emily Bair 

1/31 Megan Pardon  

 

 

1/7 Jim & Rose Ann Cox 

1/11 Gene & Linda Miller 

1/19 Ray & Imogene Ridenour 

1/28 Kent & Jane Schmid 

 
         

1 Thessalonians 5:17 

Prayer Concerns 

Don & Barbara Morris 
Frieda Wiseman 

Georgianna Miller 

Louise Dull 

Velma Lorene Agler 

Fern Walker 

Cindy Jones 

Helen Bowersock 
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Mission News 

 
Trinity’s Mission Outreach – Looking Back and Looking Ahead 

 
The members of the Missions Committee (Melissa Clay, Mary Collins, 
Danny Dunlap, Ruth Girod, Carol Hennis, Michelle Jurczyk, Sue Price, 
Amy Prichard, Dale Schaadt, Larry Webb, Pastor Kurt, and Pastor Julie) 
would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your mission support in 
2018 and share some statistics with you. We would also like to explain how 
our mission program works for those of you who may be unaware of this        

                                              process.   
     Mission offering is divided into designated and undesignated money. Each month the money that you 
designated for a particular missionary or mission organization is sent in full. The Missions Committee 
meets monthly to decide how the undesignated money will be used based upon current needs of the 
missionaries/mission organizations. Some of the undesignated money is carried over each month to 
allow for unexpected situations. 
     Money that you designate for two special funds, Share and Care and Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, is 
also carried over so that needs can be met when they arise. Share and Care funds are used to help Trinity 
families, and Pastor’s Discretionary money is used to help people outside of our church family. When 
Trinity families are helped, we are very careful to respect their privacy.  Unless they mention that the 
church helped them, only the people who are directly involved with getting the money to them know 
about the situations. Pastor Kurt decides how money in the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund will be used. 
Some of this money is sent to Love INC each month as we partner with them to help needy people in our 
community.  
     As of November 30, 2018, the Missions Committee had distributed $21,989.88 mission offering to 
missionaries and mission organizations locally ($11,903.91), nationally ($7,315.97), and internationally 
($2,770.00). Additionally, $455.00 was given in “special offerings” to the Gideons ($137.00), and Jeff 
and Shauna Spence ($318.00). Add to this the items that you have brought to support various mission 
projects throughout the year, and you know why Trinity is known as a “mission-minded church.” 
     Ask God how He wants you to be involved in Trinity’s mission outreach in 2019. If you’re reading 
this month’s Mission News, then you’re already getting involved. Why not surprise the missionaries that 
have birthdays this month by sending them a greeting. Use the updated list of missionaries and mission 
organizations with this month’s newsletter to guide you in your financial and prayer support. Visit the 
Missions Center occasionally to “see what’s new.” Get involved in mission projects throughout the year. 
Consider being part of the Missions Committee (see any of the members to express this desire). No 
matter how you get involved, you will be blessed in return! 
 

 
 
Getting to Know Those That We Support 
As we begin another calendar year, we would like to familiarize you with both the organizations and the 
missionaries that we as a church support. This month we will focus on the organizations that were 
supported in 2018 and will likely continue to be supported in 2019. Next month we will focus on the 
missionaries that were supported in 2018 and will likely be supported again in 2019. If you don’t see an 
organization or a missionary that you think is deserving of our support, it only means that there was no 
support given through the church in 2018. At any time, you may designate your mission offering to an 
organization or missionary of your choice, regardless of whether it is listed, as long as you let us know 
how to properly direct the money that you give. 
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Van Wert Cross Over the Hill 
Crestview Wings of Joy Bible Center  
Lincolnview Bible Board 
Van Wert County is very blessed to have Christian education programs in all 
three school districts. In addition to monthly support for each of these  
programs in 2018, we also purchased a new class set (28) of Bibles for Cross        
Over the Hill. 

 
 

 
Operation Back to School 
 
This is a community program sponsored by 1st UM Church. It was started in 2016 to 
provide school supplies to needy families. In addition to a monetary donation in 2018, 
we also donated 300 boxes of tissues to help students with their required supply lists. 
 
 

 
 

 
Salvation Army  
The Salvation Army serves the community in a variety of ways, running a food pantry 
and offering clothing vouchers, financial assistance, and worship experiences. In  
addition to a monetary donation toward their benefit auction in 2018, we also donated 
800 cans of green beans to help with Christmas meals for their clients and bought gifts 
for the families that we “adopted” through our Give a Christmas project.  
 

 
 

 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation  
Wassenberg Art Center in Van Wert has an established relationship with 
the natives of Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.  Since 2015, they have 
been sponsoring annual Warm Up the Ridge coat drives.  In 2018, we 
collected 222 coats to send to the reservation. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Habitat for Humanity  
In 2018, another house was completed on George Street in Van Wert.  We had a 
group of people level the ground and plant the grass. Another house is now being 
built on N. Burt Street in Van Wert.  We will likely be helping in some way with 
this project too.  
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    Red Bird Mission and Henderson Settlement  
 
Both of these are part of the Red Bird Missionary 
Conference in southeastern Kentucky, a region of high 
unemployment and lack of opportunity. Red Bird is located 
in Beverly, and Henderson is located in Frakes.  Both offer a 
wide range of ministries to the people they serve. Red Bird 
Mission provides a medical clinic, dental clinic, laboratory 

and x-ray; elderly, family, and children’s ministries; housing repair, craft, and 
clothing ministries; Red Bird school and early childhood development program. Henderson Settlement 
provides community care and outreach ministries; agricultural, craft, and clothing ministries; elderly and 
children’s ministries, and workcamp and retreat ministries.  In 2018, we sent adult and youth teams to work 
at Henderson Settlement and also sent blankets, towels, and washcloths to be distributed at Christmastime.  
 

 
Van Wert Cooperative Ministries 
Food Pantry 
Bread and Bowl meals 
Various local churches work together to meet the needs, primarily nutritional, of 
people in the community. The food pantry is open three days a week and is available 
to qualifying families once a month.  Every Monday plus two Wednesdays each 
month, volunteers from Trinity staff the food pantry. Every Friday night, Bread and 

Bowl meals are served at 1st UM to anyone who is in need of a nutritional meal and fellowship. Volunteers 
from Trinity serve this meal four-five times throughout the year.   
 

 
PLC Health Clinic 
Now a licensed clinic, the former Pregnancy Life Center is able to offer limited 
obstetric ultrasounds and STD testing in addition to the support that was already 
available to families affected by unplanned pregnancies. Clients are encouraged 
to choose life – either parenting or adoption – rather than abortion. Clients who 
choose to raise their children can take classes to guide them in their parenting 
skills, and they can earn “baby bucks” to buy items at the Baby Store. Each year 

our church is a $300 sponsor for the PLC’s Walk for Life fundraiser, and we have numerous individuals who 
get people to sponsor them as they walk. 
 
 

 
YWCA Youth Enrichment Program 
YWCA Transitional Living Program 
During the school year, the After-School Program offers a place for Van Wert City 
School students in 1st through 5th grade to have a snack, get homework help, and 
enjoy an activity. The Summer Food Program provides a nutritious breakfast and 
lunch for children who might otherwise go hungry and also recreational activities. 
The Transitional Living Program is designed to help individuals regain their 

independence so that they can live on their own again. We have partnered with the YWCA to present 
Welcome Bags to the children who often arrive there with very few belongings and also to involve these 
children in our annual Bible School. 

 
Council on Aging Senior Center 
The COA provides valuable assistance to our area senior citizens.  
Transportation, particularly to medical appointments, is one of the COA’s main 
expenses, but it also offers nutritious meals, activities, and informational 
assistance to seniors. Each year we sponsor their Designer Purse Bingo, which is 
a major fundraiser for their transportation expenses. 
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Van Wert County Fair Music Pavilion 
Each year the fair board hires groups to provide free musical entertainment. Churches are 
asked to provide funds to hire Christian groups, and each year we give a donation. 
Obviously, if enough money is received, even well-known groups, whose performances 
would normally require expensive tickets, can be hired.  
 
 

 
Love INC (In the Name of Christ) 
Love INC is a local clearinghouse that is enabling churches, agencies, and volunteers 
to help people in need. Clients begin here and then are referred to whatever church, 
agency, or volunteer can meet their needs.  There is always follow-up to try to help 
clients deal with their circumstances so as not to always rely on others for help. We 
support this ministry’s overhead expenses with a $100 monthly donation.  Right now 
our specific role in meeting client needs is to help with requests for gas. 

 
 
Gideons 
Every year we have a Gideon speaker come to give us an update on their ministry.  
Bulletin inserts are provided so that you can give an offering that will enable the Gideons 
to print and distribute more Bibles.  Throughout the year, there is a Gideon display at the 
Mission Center enabling you to furnish Bibles in honor or memory of a person or an 
occasion. 
 

 
 
UMCOR 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief is a worldwide emergency relief 
organization; 100% of all donations are channeled directly to the earmarked 

project or relief effort. Pastor Kurt keeps us aware of situations that we can help with through both monetary 
donations and work teams. 
 

 
Mission of Hope 
Mission of Hope Haiti exists to improve the lives of people in one of the poorest nations in 
the world.  It has an onsite orphanage, medical facility, school, and church.  Through 
partnerships, it also serves outside of its property by helping other orphanages, churches, 
and schools throughout the country.  We have had several mission teams go to Haiti, so 
they have experienced firsthand the need for this ministry. 
 

 
Youth for Christ 
YFC in Van Wert County has undergone many transitions over the years. Steps are being 
taken for YFC to become active again in all the area schools.  Your financial contributions 
can enable more staff to be hired so that YFC can once again be a strong influence for our 
area teens.  
 

 
 
Agora Ministries 
Agora Ministries is an inner -city youth ministry with a comprehensive program helping  
at-risk youth in Columbus, Ohio. 
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Ranch Hope 
Ranch Hope is located in Alloway, NJ.  It serves at-risk youth and their families by 
identifying and addressing their needs through residential treatment, special education 
services, counseling, adventure activities, camps, and independent living. 
 
 

 
 
 

January Missionary Birthdays 
 

4th Rebecca Schwartz (8) (parents Brian and Beth – Wycliffe Bible Translators, the 
Philippines) brian_schwartz@sil.org 
 
5th Jessica Hall (husband Stuart – Bridges International, Michigan State University) 
jessica.hall@bridgesinternational.com 

 
Joel Penton III (10) (parents Joel and Bethany – Stand for Truth, Hilliard, OH) joel@sftministry.org 

mailto:jessica.hall@bridgesinternational.com
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VAN WERT, OHIO 

PERMIT NO. 93 

Serving Van Wert County in ministry since 1863 

“Remembering the Past, Envisioning the Future” 

Staff 
Senior Pastor   Rev. Kurt Tomlinson 

Associate Pastor   Julie Tarr 

Administrative Assistant  Jody Bigham 

Children’s Ministry Director Amy Prichard 

Financial Secretary  Lynn Davis 

Financial Account Manager Whitney Sealscott 

Custodian   Terri Schlenker 

Worship Coordinator  Erica Clay 

Choir & Handbell Director Andrew Perry 

S.S. Superintendents  Jay & Amy Prichard 

Pianist    Melissa Clay 

Trustees Chairperson  Bill Shepherd 

Service Times 
Sunday    Wednesday 

8:15 A.M.     Worship  7:00 P.M. Youth Group 

9:15 A.M.     Sunday School 7:00 P.M. Adult Bible Study 

10:15 A.M.   Worship 

Contact Us 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

220 South Walnut Street 

Van Wert, Ohio 45891 

 

 Phone  (419) 238-9541 

 Fax  (419) 238-0293 

 

tumcvanwert@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Visit our website 

trinityvw.org 
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