The Trumpeter
August 2019
Share the Love Event—August 6 @ 7:00
This event will focus on ways we, as a church,
can reach out and share the love of Jesus with
our neighborhood. There are children, youth
and adults that need to know Jesus.
Trinity MUST begin to reach out and love our
neighborhood much more effectively.
See page 3 for more information!

Church Picnic
Set your calendars now for our annual Church Picnic at the
Farris’ (directions will be available) Aug. 11th.
Gathering and swimming at 3:00
Games at 4:00
Dinner at 5:30.
Please bring a dish to share.
If you have not been baptized and wish to have a baptism
by immersion at the picnic, please see Pastor Kurt.
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Year-to-date
Income $165,274.16
Expense $165,926.63
Balance
$21,063.21
as of 7/29/19

“Sing To The Lord”
Bell and Vocal Choirs will resume rehearsals in August and our
first service to ring and sing will be September 8th. We welcome more ringers and singers; if you are an adult who wants
to find a way to make a joyful noise, please join us! You can
find the
rehearsal dates and times on the calendar on the church
website:
https://trinityvw.org. For more information, see the Bell and
Vocal Choirs page on the church website: https://trinityvw.org/
groups/choirs. If you think you might be interested, contact
one of your friends in the choirs or call or
text Erica Clay: 419.203.7603.
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Trustees Update
On Monday & Tuesday, August 12 & 13, the parking lots at Trinity
will be resealed and repainted. If you need to come to church on
those days, please plan on parking on Walnut St. and using the office
entrance. Thank you for your understanding.

Do you have a heart for children? How about
youth, particularly those who skateboard? How
about the future of Trinity United Methodist
Church? Do you want the people in the
neighborhood around Trinity to know more about
the love of God?
Pastor Kurt and Pastor Julie would like to invite you
to come to an organizational/brainstorming
meeting on Tuesday, August 6 @ 7:00 in the Gate.
At this meeting, we will consider how to engage in
sharing the love we have for God with the kids that
get off the school bus in our parking lot every day,
the kids who fill up Franklin Park every day, and the youth who ride their skateboards at Franklin Park
and in our parking lot.
And we live in a neighborhood full of hundreds of people who don’t attend church and don’t know the
love that can be shared among Christ followers joining together to love God and each other.
We want begin a prayer crusade, to invite everyone to pray for the children, youth and people of our
surrounding neighborhood. During the meeting, we will split into “task forces” to focus on these three
main areas - children, skateboarding youth, and the families of our neighborhood. This is a major focus
of our church for the next year - we would like as much participation as possible.
If you would like to help, but can’t make the meeting, please contact Pastor Kurt @ 513-516-0958 or
krtom14@gmail.com or through the church office.

Caring Friends
Our Caring Friends Ministry meets on the First Monday of each month
@ 6:00 @ Trinity. These wonderful people agree to visit with at least
one of our home bound/nursing home friends each month.
We would love more people to join us in this great ministry, all are
invited to our meetings!
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Staff Updates
It has been a busy time for the Staff/Parish Relations Committee (SPRC)
of the Trinity/North Union Church Partnership. In working to combine
the staffs from North Union and Trinity and hire new staff, we have had
lots of meetings and conversations. Some updates are below:
We are in the process of combing through resumes and scheduling
interviews for the Family Ministries Director. We have received many resumes and are working to find the
best possible fit for our churches and the ministry that we feel needs to happen in the future.
After a couple of interviews, the SPRC has decided to hire Maryann Tomlinson as our new Visitation Pastor.
Maryann (yes, she is Pastor Kurt’s mother) is a retired ordained Elder in the United Methodist Church with
18 years of ministry experience, including 7 years at the Bethel/North Union Charge. She brings an excellent
spirit of love and concern to assist Pastors Kurt and Julie in caring for our congregations.
Andrew Perry has decided to step down from being the Worship Leader for Trinity. Andrew’s decision was
effective on Sunday, July 28. As we look to fill this position permanently, Deb Sealscott has agreed to serve
as our interim Worship Leader and makes her return to lead worship at Trinity on Sunday, August 4. We are
looking for a permanent replacement, if you know of anyone who would be interested, please talk with
Pastor Kurt or Rachelle Bagley.
This has been an extremely busy time for our SPRC and the work of managing the relationship between our
staff and our congregations. Please continue to pray for our work and that the wisdom of God would rest
upon us as we move into the future.
In an effort to maintain a more complete and accurate prayer list, we have decided
to change the way our prayer concerns are reported to the congregation. Starting
September 1, prayer concerns for both North Union and Trinity will be combined on
a Prayer Bookmark and be inserted in the bulletin each week. The design of the
Prayer Bookmark will be for you to put it in your Bible or devotional reading book so
that you can look at it each day.
Beginning September 1, there will be a Prayer Request card in the pews. To put
someone on the prayer bookmark, please fill out the Prayer Request card and place
it in the offering plate or submit it to the office.
With a few limited exceptions for long term circumstances, prayer concerns will be left on the prayer
bookmark for 4 weeks and then removed. To extend their time or to put them back on the bookmark, simply
submit a prayer request located in the pews.
Also on the Prayer Bookmark will be a section to pray for our home bound/nursing home members as well as
those in the military. All concerns may be submitted on the Prayer Request card located in the pews. There
will also be a place on the Prayer Request card to add your name to the Prayer Chain Text. For those already
on it, you will remain on it. For those that would like to be added, particularly those at North Union, please
give us your name and cell phone number. While we prefer use texting, we can add people to the list to
receive a voice call if you do not text.
Thank you for being people of prayer. We hope this method of tracking prayer concerns will lead to more
accurate lists so we can pray well for those in need.
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Dear Friends,
As your Pastor, I have a heart for the people of our churches and the neighborhoods around our churches. In his
seminal book Rise of the Nones, James Every White lays out a stark and very true fact—that the number of people
attending church these days has decreased significantly. Well, you might say, I knew that and I didn’t need a book to
tell me.
But what we do need the book for is this: the reason that fewer people are coming to church. Quite simply, they have
lost interest. Church is not important because they don’t feel like they need the church. It’s not that they don’t like the
church—they do. It’s not that they are against the church—they’re not. It’s that they no longer think that they have
any connection to the church and so they don’t claim any church.
At one point in the near past, it was considered shameful if you weren’t able to at least list a church where you
belonged to or were connected. Well. we’ve gotten to a “tipping point” in culture that it’s perfectly okay to claim that
you don’t have a church and because of this, we no longer have a built-in advantage when it comes to attracting people
to the church.
White tells us that this began with the “perfect storm” of events in the 1990’s that set us on a path to where we are
today. And while we can lament this and complain about this and point to all the families that “should” be in church or
all the of the other events that “compete” with church, that won’t get us very far. Instead, we need to realize that we
are where we are and figure out how to impact and influence our neighborhoods.
It begins and ends with relationships. It is vital that leverage the relationships we have to invite people to church, but it
is even more vital that we find ways to build more relationships to share the love of Jesus Christ with the world.
That is why we are having our Share the Love event on August 6. I believe this event is vitally important for 2 reasons:
1. As we are learning in our Remarkable sermon series, it is part of who we are as United Methodists to share
God’s love with the world. It is our heritage. It is our calling. It is one of our foundational truths. United
Methodists share God’s love with others.
2. It is our calling as Christians. Jesus was incredibly clear—share my love with others as I have shared the
Father’s love with you.
3. The future of our church depends on it. Without strong “love sharing,” our churches will cease to exist in 5,
10, or at the most 20 years. It is no longer enough to be friendly. It is no longer enough to offer excellent
worship and high quality preaching. We need to actively reach out and love our community, it is the ONLY way
our churches will grow and thrive.
So take the risk. Find a way to be at our event on August 6. If you can’t come, see myself or Pastor Julie and let us
know you want to be involved. Find a way to be motivated to be the people who shares Jesus’ love with our
community. The church is depending on it. Our neighborhood needs it. And God is waiting to bless us if we do it.
See you in church,

Pastor Kurt
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August 2019

Trinity UMC
220 S. Walnut St.
Van Wert, OH 45891
O: 419.238.9541
email: tumcvanwert@gmail.com

Office Hours M-FRI 9:00—1:00
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

127

G A R A G E

S A L E

10:00 Missions
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Worship: 8:15 & 10:15
9:15 Sunday School
3:00 Youth Band

5
6:00 Caring
Friends

6
9:00 AM
Women’s Bible
Study
7:00 Share the
Love Event

11

Church Picnic

12

13
Ad Board

Worship: 8:15 & 10:15
9:15 Sunday School
3:00 Youth Band

9:00 AM
Women’s Bible
Study

7

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24

30

31

10:00 AM
Administrative Staff
1:00 Bulletin Deadline
7:00 Youth Worship
8:00 Praise Team

14
1:00 Bulletin Deadline
7:00 Youth Worship
8:00 Praise Team

Parking Lot Sealing

18

19

Worship: 8:15 & 10:15
9:15 Sunday School
3:00 Youth Band

25

Gideon Rally Day
Baptism
Worship: 8:15 & 10:15
9:15 Sunday School
3:00 Youth Band

26

20

21

9:00 AM
Women’s Bible
Study

1:00 Bulletin Deadline
7:00 Youth Worship
8:00 Praise Team

27

28

11:00
Trumpeter Deadline

29

9:00 AM
Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 Trumpeter
7:00 Haven of
Hope
Community
Meeting
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How
Can

You
HELP?

8/4

8/11

Ushers

8/18

8/25

Phil & Robin Farris, Mark & Rachelle Bagley, Ben & Darcie Price

North Door
Greeters

Ken & Marie
Larry & Diane Webb

Rex Dolby

Rex Dolby
Markward

East Door
Greeters

Pam Knodel

Ben & Darcie Price

Steve & Wanda
Gross

Steve & Wanda
Gross

Rachelle Bagley &

Betty Myers &

Diane Hood &

Maria Bagley

Sami Sellers

Dane Chiles

Cheryl Mendenhall
& Robin Farris

10:15 Nursery

Weekly
Activities

Get Involved
Worship

Women’s Bible Study

Sundays at 8:15 & 10:15 A.M.
Sunday School at 9:15 A.M.
Tuesdays @ 9:00 AM
At Melissa Clays’ house

Adult Bible

Taking a break until August

Youth Group

Wednesdays at 7:00 P.M.
In the Gate

Praise Team

Wednesdays at 8:00 PM
In the Sanctuary
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July 2019 — Kid’s Corner
Trust and obey! That’s the focus of our study this month.
God is the creator of the world and in charge of everything.
Life App: Obedience: Trusting who’s in charge by doing what you’re asked.
Kid’s Ministry Volunteer
Thank You Breakfast

Week 1:

August 4th 8:30 a.m.

What is the Bible?

The Gate

Psalm 119:105

Week 2:
The Fall!

Preschool Theme: Treasure Hunt

Genesis 3:1-24

Week 3:

Week 1 - The Bible is better than gold.
Week 2—The Bible teaches that God loves us so much.

Noah

Week 3 – House on a Rock – The Bible teaches us how to live.

Genesis 6-8

Week 4 - Bigger barns - The Bible teaches me I can share
my stuff.

Week 4:
Abraham to Isaac

Your teachings are worth more to me than thousands of pieces
of gold & silver. Psalm 119:72I

Genesis 12-21

Key Question: What is better than gold?
Bottom Line: The Bible is better than gold.

Key Verse: The way we show our love is to obey God’s commands. He
commands you to lead a life of love. That’s what you heard from the beginning.
2 John 6
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Pray
Continually
1 Thessalonians 5:17

Prayer Concerns
Van Wert Manor

VanCrest Assisted Living
Don & Barbara Morris

Hearth & Home
Margaret Evans

VanCrest
Nursing
Home

Jason Hoffman
Nancy Crawford
Sally Blake
Dave Reach
Bridget Finan
Shirley Flickinger
Derek Sellers
Nancy Cox
Marge Price
Casey Fanze
Maria Sostre
Howard Hubert
Rick Matthew
Trisha Goodwin
Donna Welker
Judy Brennan
Austin Pase
LuAnn Sigler
Linda Spear
Barbara Morris
Noah Girod
Maria Estrada-Hodges
Joaquin Estrada Sr.
Larry Roth
Laura Proxmire
Deb McKanna
Larry Haseman

Georgianna Miller
Fern Walker
Cindy Jones
Helen Bowersock

Ruth Frysinger
Joanne Bagley
Amanda Lape
Craig Workman
Drew Bagley
Derek Sellers
Paula Sanders
Deb Yackee
Jamie Evans
Lisa Stemen
Dick Grove
Tracy Davis
Marnie Fleming
Tom Bockrath
Clair Mendenhall
Asher Meyer
Shirley Lichty
Diane Webb
Rachelle Bagley
Pat Rolsten
Ellen Dove
Jerry Beard

Chris Semer
Sharon Spinner
Becky Warren
Tim Houge
Joe Martinez
Joel Frysinger
Cheri Geisman
Sharon Blank
Ruth Frysinger
Bruce Taylor
Jane Schmid
Shirley Young
Mason Jackson
Jay Oechsle

Maplewood of Homebound
Shane’s
Margery Sheldon
Village
Nancy Cox
Donna Pontius
Jan Schaadt
Harry Fryer-Florida

Joan Adams

Happy Birthday
8/1
8/2
8/2
8/3
8/4
8/4
8/6
8/6
8/6
8/7
8/9
8/10
8/13
8/13
8/13
8/13
8/13
8/14
8/15
8/16
8/16
8/18

Jane Harter
Allianna Estrada
Georgia Reyman
Isaac McKanna
Marcia Lister
Shirley Young
Don Yaussy
Steve Samples
Reese Sunderland
Debbie Strickler
Kaiden Bo
Larry McKanna
Sue Hire
Cameron Nouza
Janet Mohr
Byron Mohr
Amy Borrell
Rick Eberle Sr.
Shirley Stephenson
Allan Edwards
Amber Carter
Patty Boley
Carole Motyka
Beth Hubartt
Barb Rice
Felicia Krugh
Todd Johns

Happy Anniversary

8/19
Jennifer Calayo
8/20
Cheri Geisman
8/21
Kari Casto
8/21 Annie Mendenhall
8/22
Ron Johnson
8/22
Becca Johnson
8/24
Diane Hood
8/24
Mark Bagley
8/24
Natalie LeMay
8/26
Dean Girod
8/27 Harold Rosendahl
8/27
Bryan Zappa
8/28
Donna Houser
8/30
Mitch Kraner
8/30
Hannah Kraner
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8/4

Rich & Kathy Cooper

8/4

Ed & Terri Schlenker

8/7

Robert & Linda Breese

8/9

Ron & Linda Bagley

8/13

Gary & Melissa Clay

8/14

Dick & Carolyn Good

8/14

Greg & Cheryl Mendenhall

8/31

Danny & Anna Dunlap

Mission News
Council on Aging
We want to thank you for your support in sponsoring our 9th Annual
Designer Purse Bingo. Your contribution for this year’s event ($200)
made a difference, as we were able to meet our goal of $15,000, which
will help to offset the various costs of our transportation and other senior
programs. The transportation programs are important to the seniors and
disadvantaged individuals of this community, as each month we help
them with their medical and other essential trips. Again, thank you for
your support, as your commitment to the COA allows this valued group
of individuals to maintain independence in their later years.

Food Pantry Volunteers
Two of our current volunteers would like to "retire," one as soon as possible and
one in the fall. The immediate opening is for the 4th Monday of each
month. The opening in the fall is for the 1st Monday of each month, beginning
November 4th. If you are available from 1:00-3:00 pm on Mondays and would
be interested in either of these opportunities, see Mary Collins for more
information.

Chad and Andi Irwin (Mission Aviation Fellowship – Nampa, ID)
For the last two years, I spent the majority of my time either in the office
or on the road sharing the ministry of MAF with those interested in serving
in an organization like ours. I thoroughly enjoyed getting to know so
many wonderful people and was constantly encouraged to see God’s
obvious call and leading in their lives. Now I find myself in the flight
training role, in the same type of aircraft I flew for over 15 years in
Ecuador. As a recruiter, my role was to reach out and connect with
prospective pilots to bring them to MAF. Now my job is to ensure that each pilot is actually ready for what
lies ahead for him as an MAF pilot. While I wish that everyone would pass the technical evaluation, I’m sure
that I will have some difficult decisions to make in the future, but I pray that God will give me the words to
say and the grace to say it, when the answer isn’t a positive one.

Scott and Kathy Murphy (One Mission Society – Spain)
We had a very smooth, on-time return trip to Spain on July 5th. We are glad to be back
and are looking forward to what God has planned for us the next few years. The Peace
and Hope Network of house churches will hold their annual Leadership Training School
July 21 – August 11 in Albacete, Spain. July 21 – 26 we will be participating as
interpreters for a team that is coming from the U.S. to do training in puppet ministry.
The following week OMS missionary, Eddy Delameillieure is coming from Belgium to
teach on ethics. Afternoons will be spent learning and practicing various evangelistic
activities in preparation for a mission trip to Peace and Hope in Bulgaria in August.
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Brian and Beth Schwartz (Wycliffe Bible Translators – the Philippines)
The Word of God is imperishable and never changing, but the
technologies used by translators to translate the Scripture into heart
languages change and improve constantly. During the first quarter of this
year, by God’s grace, we were able to distribute 754 printed and audio
Bibles in various places to six language groups around Mindanao.
Each year during the March school break, the FIA (Faith International
Academy) employees have a two-day spiritual retreat. The retreat this
year was really special for two reasons. First, it was the first time any of them had experienced a foot washing
service. This type of service is always a very humbling experience. Second and the most important reason
was that two members of the facilities team made a profession of faith.
It has been another busy summer with over 150 different maintenance projects that had to be completed
before July 27. I (Brian) look with anticipation as our new head of school will be arriving at the end of July.
It is my hope and prayer to have lighter responsibilities next school year so I can begin working on a
bachelor’s degree in business administration. This will help me to serve better at FIA, and if God calls me to
another assignment, it will be beneficial for me.
Looking forward, we plan to be returning to the U.S June 2020 for home assignment. At this point, we are not
sure if it will be six months or a year home assignment. Please join us in prayer that God would guide us to
make the right decision. Also, we need prayer for God’s provision of a vehicle during our time in the U.S.
We thank God for your faithful partnership. Without your prayers and sacrificial giving of your resources,
Beth and I could not continue the work that God has called us to accomplish!

Joel Penton (Stand for Truth – based in Hilliard, OH)

Another school year is in the books, and we are so grateful to have had more opportunities to take the Gospel
to students in public schools! As we take some time to take a deep breath, look back, and thank God for all he
has done this past year, we are overwhelmed by the generosity of our supporters. Through prayer and
financial support, you partnered with us to reach unchurched students, and we are so incredibly thankful. We
look forward to linking arms with you again next year and reaching even more students with the Gospel!
This year we took a step forward to clarify our three distinct Stand for Truth projects: Relevant Speakers
Network, Stand for Truth Outreach, and LifeWise Academy. Relevant Speakers Network is our speakers
bureau for booking school assemblies. Stand for Truth Outreach holds evening outreach concerts in
conjunction with the daytime school assemblies. LifeWise Academy reaches students through a replicable
Released Time Religious Instruction program. All three projects operate under the Stand for Truth umbrella,
and we're excited to see the individual strategies working together to impact more and more students with the
gospel.
I completed my 12th year of speaking to students and had the opportunity to share the Gospel in 17 schools.
In between speaking engagements, I spent time leading and growing Stand for Truth's ministry. One of my
biggest focuses for the year was creating LifeWise Academy and preparing for its launch in multiple schools
next year.
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Josh and Nicki Angel (Downriver Initiative/Restoration Church – Lincoln Park, MI)
Over the last year, I have been simultaneously planning a church planting
network for Downriver and assisting in a turnaround effort at a local church in
this area. Both of these efforts have been fast-paced, time-consuming, and
highly rewarding. I have been blessed and encouraged by the validation of
those who believe enough in me to contribute to my work. I am so thankful
for all my donors, one-time or monthly contributors, but I will still need to
raise a significant amount more before this organization will be self-sufficient.
I thank you again. Your part in this ministry extends far beyond the dollars
and cents you send my way. This is an investment in the transformation of people’s lives and the mobilization
of God’s people.

Thank You for Supporting These Local Outreaches…
Haven of Hope of Van Wert County – eating at Bob Evans on July 26 so that 15% of
your meal cost would go toward the homeless shelter.

Operation Back to School – giving money to help buy the school supplies, helping to
organize the supplies prior to the event, and helping to distribute the supplies on July 28.

Love INC (In the Name of Christ) of Van Wert County - buying a ticket for the
fundraiser chicken dinner on August 4.

August Missionary Birthdays
14th Anne Gongwer (husband Cam, TMS Global Resource Team)
annegongwer@gmail.com
27th Matt Burden (The Village Community Church/Cuba Connection Ministry) mmburden@gmail.com
28th Lori McFall (husband Cris, One Mission Society/Hope61) lmcfall@onemissionsociety.org
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“Remembering the Past, Envisioning the Future”

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE
TRANSOFMATION OF THE WORLD
Contact Us
Trinity United Methodist Church
220 South Walnut Street
Van Wert, Ohio 45891

Staff
Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Administrative Assistant
Communication Director

Rev. Kurt Tomlinson
Julie Tarr
Jody Bigham
Loralee Lichtensteiger

Children’s Ministry Director
Financial Secretary
Financial Account Manager
Custodian
Worship Coordinator
Choir & Handbell Director
S.S. Superintendents
Pianist
Trustees Chairperson

Amy Prichard
Lynn Davis
Whitney Sealscott
Terri Schlenker
Andrew Perry
Erica Clay
Jay & Amy Prichard
Melissa Clay
Bill Shepherd

Phone
Fax

tumcvanwert@gmail.com

Visit our website

trinityvw.org

Service Times
Sunday
8:15 A.M. Worship
9:15 A.M. Sunday School
10:15 A.M. Worship

(419) 238-9541
(419) 238-0293

Wednesday
7:00 P.M. Youth Group
7:00 P.M. Adult Bible Study
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