The Trumpeter
January 2018
New Sermon Series for January 2018
“God Never Said THAT!”
Over 4 weeks we will explore
common phrases attributed to God
that, quite frankly, God never said.
Some are actually the opposite of
what he said! So to clear things up,
we’ll take a phrase each week and
explore how it contradicts God’s
Word, even though most people
think it came from God. Join us
each week in January!

“Connecting to God with others in Ministry for the Lost”
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News

Sanctuary Upgrade Update
As you can see, the video projection phase of our sanctuary upgrade project is
complete, thanks to all who helped with the install – it saved us a LOT of money.
We are now in the final stages of quoting the sound system upgrade phase.
The Trustees have approved the final design and we are working out all the
logistics. In addition, the Northwest Plains District has given Trinity a grant for this
project of $5,000. This generous use of our apportionment money will help us as
we pay for this great upgrade, a thank you letter from the leadership of Trinity has
been sent to the District Trustees.

Matching Church Grant
It’s that time of year once again for Matching Church Grant information to be updated and renewed. Christian-based
schools will often offer money to match that which is given by a student’s home church. Each university has its own
determined amount offered and application deadlines. In order to meet these deadlines, our paperwork and matching
money donations need to be turned into the church office. Watch weekly bulletins for more information. If you have any
questions, please contact Amy Prichard or call the church office.
YWCA Partnership
Thank you so much to everyone who has brought in items for our YWCA partnership. We are aiming for January 1 to start
deliveries. For those that haven’t heard, Trinity is partnering with the YWCA to provide “welcome baskets” to the children
and youth that have to move into the YWCA’s residency program for victims of domestic abuse and human trafficking.
Our next phase will be collecting stuffed animals and toys that kids of all ages might like. The kids, led by Amy Prichard, will
be bringing in toys and packing on December 24 during their morning Kids’ Worship time. If you are in the store and see a
toy that a kid would like, please pick it up and bring it into church. Questions? Ask Pastor Kurt.
Thank you
We would like to thank everyone who came to help with the “Hanging of the Greens.” We so appreciated you who have
helped with this in the past for guiding us through the process of making our church look wonderful for the Christmas
season. Thanks to Pastor Josh and his crew for setting up the big tree and no one getting hurt in the process. We hope
everyone had a fun time. We have received lots of compliments and we make sure everyone understands it was a HUGE
group effort. Thanks again and may you all have a joyous Christmas! Darcie Price, Cody Klinker, Dane Chiles, & Sue Lichtle
Christmas Clean-Up
Your help is needed to take down all of the Christmas decorations. We will be taking them down on Saturday, January 6th at
2:00 p.m. The more people that can help with this process, the quicker it will go. We know this is a task that we may dread,
but all of your help is greatly appreciated to make it go quickly and smoothly. See Sue Lichtle or Darcie Price if you have any
questions.
Caring Friends
Pastor Kurt will be forming a new ministry called Caring Friends. The goal of this ministry is to care for our members and
friends who are home-, or nursing home-bound. Our goal is to have a monthly contact with each of these people from the
church to provide them care and to connect them with the life of the church. We will also be able to keep better track of
their needs and anything the church can do to help.
We will ask anyone participating to come to a monthly meeting and make at least 2 – 3 visits per month (more if you want.)
Our first meeting will be on Monday, January 15 at 6:00 in the Sojourners Room. If you would like to participate but can’t
make the meeting, or if you have questions, please talk with Pastor Kurt.

Haiti Sunday
The Haiti Mission Team from November will share at both services on Sunday, February 4. On this great Sunday will hear
about the impact of the mission team in Haiti and on the lives of those of us who went.

From
The
Pastor
Happy New Year!
As a New Year dawns, it is a natural time to reflect on the past and think about resolutions
to be better in the future.
Looking back… You all welcomed the Tomlinson family with open arms. You helped us
settle into our new life here in Van Wert. The youth embraced Elizabeth and Jim and the entire
congregation helped us feel at home as quickly as possible. As we’ve gotten to know one another, as I
have learned the traditions of our church, I have tried to get into the “rhythm” of Trinity UMC and have
come to know and love this congregation. I have built a relationship with the staff and have come to
love the unique contribution each of our staff people to the ministry and mission of Trinity UMC. They
are all hard workers and we are truly blessed to have them work for our church.
Together, we have done some amazing ministry. We have shared international trips and have collected
socks and underwear for Henderson Settlement while continuing to serve those in need here in Van
Wert. We have made minor changes in worship that have helped all of us feel right at home and better
able to worship while retaining a style that is conducive to growth. We have made some long-dreamed
about improvements to the sanctuary and have strengthened our youth, children and adult ministries.
As we look forward to a new year, let me share some exciting things on the horizon.
In January, we will have a “provocative” worship series focused on 4 common phrases that are usually
seen in a spiritual way that God never said in the Bible. This series, “God Never Said THAT!” is
designed to be an enticing series for regular attenders, those that aren’t as regular, and new people
alike – it would be a great time to invite people to church.
Lent begins this year on Valentine’s Day, February 14. This year, we will have an “all-church” study
during Lent. This means that we are inviting all of us that are a part of Trinity to join a small group to
gather weekly and study the book What On Earth Am I Here For? By Rick Warren. Each week, Pastor
Josh and I will preach about that week’s subject to reinforce our learning from the book. This is an
amazing study that will grow your discipleship and get us all on the same page with regard to mission
and ministry. I am excited for this opportunity.
My major goal for 2018 is to take a long-view look at our vision as a congregation. What is it that we
want to be about as we move through 2018 and beyond? Who is God calling us to be? What is God
calling us to do? And perhaps most importantly, who is God calling us to reach? Working with the staff
and the Leadership Committees of the Church, we will try to put into words God’s preferred future for
Trinity UMC, and how we can live into dream. That vision will then begin to drive all of our decisions
and will inform us as we plan for the future. A few years ago, Trinity celebrated her 150th anniversary.
This visioning process will help insure that there will be a 200th and even 300th anniversary to
celebrate.
I look forward to an amazing year together with you as we make a difference in Van Wert, city and
county, in Ohio, in the U.S. and around the world!
See you in Church,
Pastor Kurt
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1/7

1/14

Communion
Welcome
North Door
Greeters
East Door
Greeters
S.S. Nursery
10:15 Nursery

1/21

1/28

1/7—No Holy Communion
Gloria Lane

Cary & Ellen Proffitt

Mark & Rachelle
Bagley

Mark & Rachelle
Bagley

Kent & Jane Schmid

Daniel Perry

Pam Knodel

David Walker

David Walker

Jerry & Shirley

Mary Collins

Robin Farris

Cindy Gardner

Rita & Payton Carter

Michelle Jurczyk &
Annie Mendenhall

Michelle Jurczyk

Diane Webb &
Gracie Price

Maria Bagley

Tayler Carter &
Annie Mendenhall

Maria Bagley

Tayler Carter &
Annie Mendenhall

Acolytes

Acolyte Volunteers
If you are between 1st grade and 5th grade and
are interested in becoming an acolyte, please
contact Pastor Kurt Tomlinson
or call the church office

Pray
Continually
1 Thessalonians 5:17

Prayer Concerns
Van Wert Manor
Billy Krugh
Betty Lloyd
David Girod

Hearth & Home
Garry Miller

VanCrest
Nursing
Home

Jason Hoffman
Nancy Crawford
Jack Frysinger Sr.
Sally Blake
Dave Reach
Bridget Finan
Shirley Flickinger
Derek Sellers
Nancy Cox
Marge Price
Patty Lighthill
Casey Fanze
Maria Sostre
Eric Klinker
Howard Hubert
Rick Matthew
Linda Brubaker
Trisha Goodwin
Cindy Jones
Donna Welker
Harold Rosendahl
Judy Brennan
Austin Pase
Dean Girod
LuAnn Sigler
Linda Spear
Barbara Morris

Don & Barbara Morris
Frieda Wiseman
Georgianna Miller
Jean Schmid
Louise Dull
Velma Lorene Agler
Fern Walker

Philip Hartman
Gerald Gordon
Noah Girod
Maria Estrada-Hodges
Joaquin Estrada Sr.
Carl Hattery
Ryan Schaadt
Larry Roth
Doyle Adams
Laura Proxmire
Deb McKanna
Larry Haseman
Allianna Estrada
Georgia Reyman
Rod Bowen
Isaac McKanna
Marcia Lister
David C. Girod
Shirley Young
Don Yaussy
Jan Schaadt
Dave Scott
Gary Richey
Jenifer Potter
Reese Sunderland
Debbie Strickler
Kaiden Bo

Rev Keith Stoller
Joel Frysinger
Larry McKanna
Sue Hire
Cary Proffitt
Cameron Nouza
Janet Mohr
Byron Mohr
Amonette family
Amy Borrell
Karen Beckner
Julie McGinty
Rick Eberle Sr.
Reed Wermer
Lana Carey
Shirley Stephenson
Heidi Smith
Emmett Gehres
Dan Keller
Allan Edwards
Amber Carter
Patty Boley
Ned Clay
Carole Motyka
Beth Hubartt
Barb Rice

Maplewood of
Shane’s
Homebound
Village
Margery Sheldon
Joan Adams

Nancy Cox
Donna Pontius

Happy
Birthday

1/1
1/4
1/7

1/8
1/10
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1/13
1/16
1/17
1/19
1/20
1/21
1/23
1/24
1/29
1/30
1/31

Tyler Bagley
Rita Carter
Larry Webb
Kahlil Breese
Bill Shepherd
Janet Mohr
Janice Adams
Rodney Bevington
Brenley Davis
Marshall Healey
Bob Houser
Eric Klinker
Luke Girod
Joseph Gardner
Doug Bair
John Foster
Philip Yackee
Imogene Ridenour
Linda Miller
Christine Smith
Colleen Hoghe
Shelly Bair
Emily Bair
Megan Pardon

Happy
Anniversary
1/7
1/11
1/19
1/28

Jim & Rose Ann Cox
Gene & Linda Miller
Ray & Imogene Ridenour
Kent & Jane Schmid
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Church calendar is now online
at trinityvw.org
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Happy New Year
2018 -Office Closed

6:00 Bell Choir
Practice

10:00 Staff Meeting

8
5:30 pm
VW Weight Warriors

9

15

Worship
8:15 & 10:15
Sunday School
9:15

5:30 pm
VW Weight Warriors

6:00 pm
Caring Friends

22

Worship
10:15, 4:00, 9:00
Sunday School
9:15

12

13

17

18

19

20

10:00 Staff Meeting

1:30 Trumpeter
Deadline

26

27

16
6:00 Bell Choir
Practice
7:00 Trustees

23

6:00 Choir Practice
7:00 Youth Worship
7:00 No Adult Bible
Study
8:00 Praise Team

1:30 Bulletin Deadline
6:00 Choir Practice
7:00 Youth Worship
7:00 Adult Bible Study
8:00 Praise Team

24

10:00 Trumpeter
5:30 pm
VW Weight Warriors

7:30 pm Women’s
Bible Study

28

11

1:30 Bulletin Deadline

7:30 pm Women’s
Bible Study

Worship
8:15 & 10:15
Sunday School
9:15

10

6:00 Bell Choir
Practice

6:00 pm
Bridges with PLC

14

6:00 Bell Choir
Practice

1:30 Bulletin Deadline
6:00 Choir Practice
7:00 Youth Worship
7:00 Adult Bible Study
8:00 Praise Team

29

30

31

5:30 pm
VW Weight Warriors

6:00 Bell Choir
Practice

1:30 Bulletin Deadline

7:30 pm Women's
Bible Study

10:00 Missions

1:30 Bulletin Deadline
6:00 Choir Practice
7:00 Youth Worship
7:00 Adult Bible Study
8:00 Praise Team

7:00 pm
SPRC meeting

21

Office Hours M-TH 8:30—1:30

Mon

5:30 pm
VW Weight Warriors

7

Trinity UMC
220 S. Walnut St.
Van Wert, OH 45891
O: 419.238.9541
F: 419.238.0293
email:
tumcvanwert@gmail.com

6:00 Choir Practice
7:00 Youth Worship
7:00 No Adult Bible
Study
8:00 Praise Team

25

Get
Involved
Weekly
Activities

And they were calling to one
another: Holy, holy, holy is the
Lord Almighty, the whole earth
is full of his glory.”
Isaiah 6:3

Worship

Sundays at 8:15 & 10;15 A.M.
Sunday School at 9:15 A.M.

Bell Choir Practice

Tuesdays at 6:00 P.M.
In the Choir Room

Adult Bible Study

Wednesdays at 7:00 P.M.
In the Sanctuary

Women’s Bible Study Mondays at 7:30 P.M. (Book of Hebrews)
Melissa Clay’s house
142 Webster Avenue, Van Wert OH
Youth Group

Wednesdays at 7:00 P.M.
In the Gate

Choir Practice

Wednesdays at 6:00 P.M.
In the Choir Room

Praise Team

Wednesdays at 8:00 P.M.
In the Sanctuary

Work it Out—
Stick to the Plan

January 2018 — Kid’s Corner!

January Kid’s Church Volunteers
Sunday Jan. 7, 2018
Week 1:

Jan. 7— Diane Webb and Eli Spinner
Jan. 14—Phil & Robin Farris and Eli Spinner

Practice hearing and doing what
God says.

Jan. 21— Betty Myers and Eli Spinner

Matthew 7:24-27

Jan. 28– Ellen Proffitt and Eli Spinner

Sunday Jan. 14, 2018
Week 2:
Practice praying to God.
Luke 11:1-4

Sunday Jan. 21, 2018
Week 3:

Preschool Theme: Watch This
Preschoolers are full of “watch this”
moments… turning in circles, jumping off
steps, etc.
This month they will learn that Jesus is the one to watch
and he can do anything!

Practice talking to God.
Matthew 16:13-20

Sunday Jan. 28, 2018
Week 4:
Practice living for God.,
Mark 12:41-44

Commitment—
Making a plan and putting it into
practice.

January Memory Verse
Training the body has some value. But being
Godly has value in every way. It promises help
for the life you are now living and the life
to come.
I Timothy 4:8 NlRV

If you have any questions, please see Pastor Kurt, Amy Prichard, or call the church office at 419-238-9541

Whether it’s 10 pounds or 100 pounds that you need to
lose, we are here to help you!
We are a group from the community that meets every
Monday evening from 5:30—6:30 p.m. at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 220 S. Walnut Street, Van Wert Ohio.
Show your support to one another in our
weight-loss journey.
Weigh-in from 5:30—6:00 p.m. with an informative
meeting from 6:00—6:30 p.m.
This is absolutely FREE
Check us out on Facebook, “Van Wert Weight Loss Group”
If you have any questions, contact Missy Gehle at
419-733-8498.

Missions Committee meeting January 5 at 10:00 am
Trinity’s Mission Outreach – Looking Back and Looking Ahead

The members of the Missions Committee (Melissa Clay, Mary Collins, Danny Dunlap, Ruth Girod,
Carol Hennis, Michelle Jurczyk, Sue Price, Amy Prichard, Dale Schaadt, Larry Webb, and Pastor Kurt)
would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your mission support in
2017 and share some statistics with you. We would also like to explain
how our mission program works for those of you who may be unaware of
this process.
Mission offering is divided into designated and undesignated money.
Each month the money that you designated for a particular missionary or
mission organization is sent in full. The Missions Committee meets monthly to decide how the undesignated money will be used based upon current needs of the
missionaries/mission organizations. Some of the undesignated money is carried over each month to allow for unexpected situations.
Money that you designate for two special funds, Share & Care and Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, is
also carried over so that needs can be met when they arise. Share & Care funds are used to help
Trinity families, and Pastor’s Discretionary money is used to help people outside of our church family.
When Trinity families are helped, we are very careful to respect their privacy. Unless they mention that
the church helped them, only the people who are directly involved with getting the money to them know
about the situations. Pastor Kurt decides how money in the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund will be used.
At times he is overwhelmed with requests, so he has to carefully discern to what extent he can help.
As of November 30, 2017, the Missions Committee had distributed $25,382.65 mission offering to
missionaries and mission organizations locally ($12,140.65), nationally ($10,377.00), and internationally
($2,865.00). Additionally, $ 1,119.00 was given in “love offerings” to the Gideons ($356.00), Celebrant
Singers ($563.00), and Cuba Connection Ministry ($200.00). Add to this the items that you have brought
to support various mission projects throughout the year, and you know why Trinity is known as a
“mission-minded church.”
Ask God how He wants you to be involved in Trinity’s mission outreach in 2018. If you’re reading
this month’s Mission News, then you’re already getting involved. Why not surprise the missionaries
that have birthdays this month by sending them a greeting. Use the updated list of missionaries and
mission organizations in this month’s newsletter to guide you in your financial and prayer support. Visit
the Missions Center occasionally to “see what’s new.” Get involved in mission projects throughout the
year. Consider being part of the Missions Committee (see any of the members to express this desire).
No matter how you get involved, you will be blessed in return!

Getting to Know Those That We Support

As we begin another calendar year, we would like to familiarize you with both the organizations and the
missionaries that we as a church support. This month we will focus on the organizations that you
supported through your mission offering in 2017 and will likely continue to support in 2018. Next
month we will focus on the missionaries that you supported in 2017 and will likely support again in
2018. If you don’t see an organization or a missionary that you think is deserving of our support, it only
means that there was no support given through the church in 2017. At any time, you may designate your
mission offering to an organization or missionary of your choice, regardless of whether it is listed, as
long as you let us know how to properly direct the money that you give.

Van Wert Cross Over the Hill
Crestview Wings of Joy Bible Center
Lincolnview Bible Board
Van Wert County is very blessed to have Christian education programs in all three
school districts.

Operation Back to School
This is a community program sponsored by 1st UM Church. It was started in 2016 to
provide school supplies to needy families.

Van Wert Blessings
This is a local version of the Blessings in a Backpack program. It was started in 2009
as a joint effort between St. Mark’s Lutheran Church and Van Wert H.S. seniors to
provide needy Van Wert elementary and middle school students with a backpack of
food for the weekend.
YWCA Youth Enrichment Program
YWCA Transitional Living Program
During the school year, the After-School Program offers a place for Van Wert
City School students in 1st through 5th grade to have a snack, get homework help,
and enjoy an activity. The Summer Food Program provides a nutritious
breakfast and lunch for children who might otherwise go hungry and also
recreational activities. The Transitional Living Program is designed to help
individuals regain their independence so that they can live on their own again
when their time in the program is up.
Van Wert Cooperative Ministries
Food Pantry
Bread and Bowl meals
Various local churches work together to meet the needs, primarily
nutritional, of people in the community. The food pantry is open three days
a week and is available to qualifying families once a month. Every Monday
volunteers from Trinity staff the food pantry. Every Friday night, Bread and
Bowl meals are served at 1st UM to anyone who is in need of a nutritional
meal and fellowship. Volunteers from Trinity serve this meal five times
throughout the year.
]West Ohio Food Bank
The West Ohio Food Bank is the largest food distribution system in West Ohio
coordinating, collecting, warehousing and distributing food. It secures donations from
national food and grocery manufacturers, retailers, shippers, packers, and growers and
from government agencies, individuals, and other organizations. They in turn distribute
food and grocery items to local food pantries and meal programs that serve children,
families, seniors, and other groups at risk of hunger.

PLC Health Clinic
Now a licensed clinic, the former Pregnancy Life Center is able to offer limited
obstetric ultrasounds and STD testing in addition to the support that was already
available to families affected by unplanned pregnancies. Clients are encouraged to
choose life – either parenting or adoption – rather than abortion. Clients who choose
to raise their children can take classes to guide them in their parenting skills, and
they can earn “baby bucks” to buy items at the Baby Store.
Youth for Christ
YFC in Van Wert County has undergone many transitions over the years, and it is
currently struggling again in its efforts to become active in all the area schools.
Your financial contributions can enable more staff to be hired so that YFC can once
again be a strong influence for our area teens.

Council on Aging Senior Center
The COA provides valuable assistance to our area senior citizens. Transportation,
particularly to medical appointments, is one of the COA’s main expenses, but it
also offers nutritious meals, activities, and informational assistance to seniors.

Van Wert County Fair Music Pavilion
Each year the fair board hires groups to provide free musical entertainment. Churches
are asked to provide funds to hire Christian groups. Obviously, if enough money is
received, even well-known groups, whose performances would normally require
expensive tickets, can be hired.
Gideons
Every year we have a Gideon speaker come to give us an update on their ministry.
Bulletin inserts are provided so that you can give an offering that will enable the
Gideons to print and distribute more Bibles. Throughout the year, there is a Gideon
display at the Mission Center enabling you to furnish Bibles in honor or memory of
a person or an occasion.

Salvation Army
The Salvation Army serves the community in a variety of ways, running a food pantry
and offering clothing vouchers, financial assistance, and worship experiences.

Red Cross
This organization primarily provides emergency assistance and disaster relief.

UMCOR
The United Methodist Committee on Relief is a worldwide emergency relief
organization; 100% of all donations are channeled directly to the earmarked project
or relief effort.
Agora Ministries
Agora Ministries is an inner-city youth ministry with a comprehensive program
helping at-risk youth in Columbus, Ohio.

Ranch Hope
Ranch Hope is located in Alloway, NJ. It serves at-risk youth and their families by
identifying and addressing their needs through residential treatment, special education
services, counseling, adventure activities, camps, and independent living.

Celebrant Singers
Celebrant Singers is an international music ministry that has been in
existence since 1977. Celebrants have ministered in all 50 states and 100
countries. We have hosted the group twice (2015, 2017).

Mission of Hope
Mission of Hope Haiti exists to improve the lives of people in one of the poorest
nations in the world. It has an onsite orphanage, medical facility, school, and
church. Through partnerships, it also serves outside of its property by helping other
orphanages, churches, and schools throughout the country. We have had several
mission teams go to Haiti, so they have experienced firsthand the need for this
ministry.

Red Bird Mission and Henderson Settlement
Both of these are part of the Red Bird Missionary Conference in
southeastern Kentucky, a region of high unemployment and lack of
opportunity. Red Bird is located in Beverly, and Henderson is
located in Frakes. Both offer a wide range of ministries to the people
they serve. Red Bird Mission provides a medical clinic, dental clinic,
laboratory and x-ray; elderly, family, and children’s ministries;
housing repair, craft, and clothing ministries; Red Bird school and
early childhood development program. Henderson Settlement provides community care and outreach
ministries; agricultural, craft, and clothing ministries; elderly and children’s ministries, and work camp
and retreat ministries.

Underwear and Socks for Henderson Settlement’s
Children and Youth
Pastor Kurt, Anthony, and Carol Hennis took the underwear
and socks to Henderson Settlement on Tuesday, December 5.
They helped to distribute the items to families on Wednesday,
December 6, the first of two shopping days when parents could
select gifts for their children. Thank you to all who donated
underwear and socks!

Northwest Plains District Mission Trip to Henderson Settlement
Each year our district takes a mission team to Henderson
Settlement. There are opportunities for men and women to do
construction or to work in the greenhouse, library, food pantry,
senior center, or community store. Although registration forms
probably won’t be available until March, it’s not too early to consider whether you would like to be a part of
the 2018 team. Dates are May 6-11. The 2017 cost was $360; we expect 2018’s to be about the same.
Want more information to help you decide? Talk to Larry Webb, Danny Dunlap, Emmett Gehres, Rick
Sealscott, Jay Prichard, Dale Schaadt, Carol Hennis, or Pastor Kurt.
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“Remembering the Past, Envisioning the Future”

Serving Van Wert County in ministry since 1863

Contact Us
Trinity United Methodist Church
220 South Walnut Street
Van Wert, Ohio 45891

Staff
Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Administrative Assistant
Children’s Ministry Director
Financial Secretary
Financial Account Manager
Custodian
Worship Coordinator
Choir & Handbell Director
S.S. Superintendents
Pianist
Trustees Chairperson

Rev. Kurt Tomlinson
Josh Angel
Toni Healey
Amy Prichard
Lynn Davis
Whitney Sealscott
Terri Schlenker
Deb Sealscott
Nicki Angel
Jay & Amy Prichard
Melissa Clay
Bill Shepherd

Phone
Fax

(419) 238-9541
(419) 28-0293

tumcvanwert@gmail.com

***NEW Church Website***

Service Times
Sunday
8:15 A.M. Worship
9:15 A.M. Sunday School
10:15 A.M. Worship

Wednesday
7:00 P.M. Youth Group
7:00 P.M. Adult Bible Study

trinityvw.org

