
Service of Prayer and Confession 
Lyttleton St, UMC, Camden SC 

July 5th, 2020 

Facebook/YouTube– At 7 PM there will be a song, scripture reading and statement of gathering on Facebook.  

After that is concluded, consider using this liturgy on your own, with your family or with your small group to 

follow up on what has been said.  

GREETING* 

The Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

The People: And also with you. 
The Leader: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

The People: God's mercy endures forever. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Leader) 

Almighty and forgiving God, 

we your unworthy servants give you most humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving kindness, 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

Give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that our hearts may be thankful, 

and that we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up ourselves to your service 

and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17  

1Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

    sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 

    for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near— 
2 a day of darkness and gloom, 



    a day of clouds and thick darkness! 

Like blackness spread upon the mountains 

    a great and powerful army comes; 

their like has never been from of old, 

    nor will be again after them 

    in ages to come. 
 

12 Yet even now, says the LORD, 

    return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
13 

    rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the LORD, your God, 

    for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

    and relents from punishing. 
14 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

    and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 

    for the LORD, your God? 
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

    sanctify a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 
16 

    gather the people. 

Sanctify the congregation; 

    assemble the aged; 

gather the children, 

    even infants at the breast. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

    and the bride her canopy. 
17 Between the vestibule and the altar 

    let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. 

Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 

    and do not make your heritage a mockery, 

    a byword among the nations. 

Why should it be said among the peoples, 

    ‘Where is their God?’” 

 
 

Leader: This is the word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
PSALM: Psalm 51 (UMH 785) 

 

The Leader: 1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;  



The People: according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  

The Leader: 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!  

The People: 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  

The Leader: 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned, and done that which is evil in your sight, so that you are 

justified in your sentence and blameless in your judgment.  

The People: 5 Behold, I was born into iniquity, and I have been sinful since my mother conceived me. 

  

 

The Leader:  This too is the word of God for the People of God. 

The People: Thanks be to God. 

 
PREPARATION FOR A TIME OF CONFESSION 

 

Small Group Leader:  As Mary mentioned in the Facebook portion of the service we need to come together as a 

church and pray for the healing of our land and the first step is confession.  In the Bible, there are times when 

people confess their sins privately to God, but also there are many examples of corporate or group confessions.  

In a few minutes we will move into a time of group confession.  Before we do that we are going to take a time 

of silence to confess in our hearts.  The idea is to tell God the ways that you know you are broken and also to 

prepare your heart for the time of group confession that will follow.  Let’s take a moment to lower any defenses 

we may have set up between us and God.  Let’s take this time sit in silence and to honestly acknowledge our 

shortcomings and surrender them to God.   

 
[Time of silent confession before God] 

 

 

Let’s read the scripture again before we move to a time of corporate confession: 

 

SCRIPTURE READING: 2 Chronicles 7:13-16 (The Leader or a reader) 

 
13 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or 

send pestilence among my people, 14 if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, 

pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive 

their sin and heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is 

made in this place. 16 For now I have chosen and consecrated this house so that my name may be 

there forever; my eyes and my heart will be there for all time. 

 
CONFESSION (All): 

 

Almighty and most merciful God,  

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep.  

We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.  

We have offended against thy holy laws.  

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  

and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.  

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Spare thou those, O God, who confess their faults.  

Restore thou those who are penitent, according to thy promises declared in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O 

most merciful God, for his sake,  

that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life;  

to the glory of thy holy name. Amen.  



 

[All pray in silence once more].  

 

Leader: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins  

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

All: Thanks be to God.  

 


