
  
 

 One of the fruits of the Spirit is gentleness. 
(Galatians 5:22). As followers of Christ, we are urged 
to be gentle in our words, thoughts and actions. 
(Philippians 4:5), Let your gentleness be evident to all.  
We are gentle, because Christ himself is gentle. ‘Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 

yourselves.’ 
 

 So, every now and again, we have to check ourselves and ask how closely 
are we emulating the life of Christ. In this fast pace, critical and impatient society, 
we will be known by our Spirit of gentleness. That ultimately is what sets us aside 
as followers of Jesus.  
 

 I am also of the firm belief that a lot of us also need to be gentle with 
ourselves. We can easily become too critical of who we are as people, often filled 
with guilt and self condemnation. Give yourself a break, God chose you, God 
knows you, God forgives you, God will never leave or forsake you.  
 

Be gentle with those close to you. Be gentle to strangers. Be gentle on yourself.  
 

Yours faithfully,  
Gary   
glrivas@umcsc.org 
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Gentleness 
 

 When I begin to think about gentleness, my first thoughts are about 
horses. Having grown up in and around Camden, I have always been 
surrounded by horses. If you know horses, you know that some are gentle, and 
others are not so much. Often you can look in a horse’s eye to see if they are 
gentle or not. If their eye does not have a lot of white around it, odds are they 

are pretty gentle. On the other hand, if they are wide eyed, having a lot of white around their cornea, they 
are most likely to be a bit wild. 
 
 Like most animals, even the wild ones can become gentle. If you spend time loving and caring for the 
horses that seem to be wild their eyes begin to soften, and their gentle nature begins to shine through.  
 
 If we read the Apostle Paul’s words to the church of Galatia closely, we notice that he says fruit rather 
than fruits. I point that out because I would like to argue that Paul is saying that the fruit of the Spirit is love 
and that those that follow are derivatives of love. With love we have joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  
 
 That being said, with love a wild horse becomes gentle. I 
believe this can be said for humans as well. Even the wild ones can 
become gentle with love. Therefore, I encourage each of you this 
month to show love, even to the wild ones in your life. I say this 
because with love we find gentleness. I encourage you to contemplate 
where the areas are in your life that seem to be wild and out of 
control. Maybe with a bit of love those areas of your life might 
become gentle too. 
  
In Christ’s love, 
 

William Smith | Associate Pastor 
jwsmith@umcsc.org 
 

  
                    Sep. 5         9am & 11:15am    Communion Sunday 

       Sep. 6          All Day     Office Closed (Memorial Day) 

 Sep. 12       10am   Acolyte Training 

 Sep. 13       10:30am   Altar Guild Training-Sanctuary 

 Sep. 15       5:30pm   New Member Interest Meeting-Fellowship Hall 

 Sep. 19      9am & 11:15am  New Members & Baptism Sunday 

 Sep. 19      10am   Acolyte Training 

Sep. 21       10am & 6:30pm      Spiritual Gifts Discovery Course-New Horizons 

Sep. 21       6:30pm   Altar Guild Training—Sanctuary 

      Sep. 26      10am                 Homecoming Sunday Worship & Lunch-Gym 
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“Lord, just heal me a little bit!” 
 
 I was reading something in Exodus the other day and I noticed something I hadn’t 
before.  
 
 “7 Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I 
have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I 

have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and 
broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.”-Exodus 3:7-8 
 
 Did you see that?  The Israelites asked to be rescued and God said he would, but that was not 
enough.  What good would it do for Israel to be rescued if they just stayed in Egypt?  God wanted his people 
to be special and set apart so that some day they could be a blessing to all people.  In order for that to 
happen they had to leave, to go to their own land.  Staying in Egypt would mean that they would never reach 
their full potential and most likely, someday they would become enslaved once again.  God wanted instead 
to take them to a “good and broad land” where they could have room to grow into the blessing that he 
wanted them to be. 
 
 We often know we need God to change us, but how often do we have the full vision for how 
much?  Our pastors have asked us to dive into a deeper faith.  I suspect that many of us, like the Israelites, 
know we need rescuing.  We know that we need to improve.  Many of us are praying to improve, but are we 
praying for God to do really big God sized things in our lives?  Once we start seeking God in prayer, we may 
find he has much bigger changes in mind than the ones we originally had in mind.  C.S. Lewis in Mere 
Christianity said it like this.  
 
 “Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you can 
understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; you 
knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But presently He starts knocking the house 
about in a way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense. What on earth is He up to? The 
explanation is that He is building quite a different house from the one you thought of - throwing out a new 
wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were 
being made into a decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself.” 
 
 Let us pray for this kind of new work in our lives and 
then let us seek it daily!  
 
 
Your Partner in Prayer, 
 

Katianne Rickwood  
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 This month’s topic of gentleness, makes me chuckle.  In case you didn’t 
know, my husband had a hip replacement in January of this year.  His main 
concern was that I was his caretaker.  He accused me of having the bedside 
manner of Hannibal Lector and the gentle touch of Edward 
Scissorhands.  Maybe if he hadn’t waited 10 years for this surgery things would 
have been different?  I am happy to report that everything went well.  He fully 
recovered and we are still married! 

 

 Philippians 4:5 is a great reminder that we are called to have a gentle spirit.  When revenge is our 
reaction, may we remember Paul’s words that we are to be fair, charitable and reasonable to all, those in our 
faith circle as well as those who are not.  “Let your gentle spirit be known to all men.  The Lord is near.” 
I witnessed gentleness during STAYahatchie.  The love and care our youth demonstrated to the home owner 
was touching to say the least.  I watched our young people clean, paint, haul, scrape and dig, and I never 
heard a complaint from anyone about the tasks at hand.   
 

 I see gentleness on Sunday mornings when members greet one another, when our nursery workers 
hold and nurture babies, and when loved ones help their aging parents in and out of church.   
May we all remember gentleness, to our family and friends, to fellow congregants, to strangers and enemies, 
and yes, even to our spouses! 
 

 

God Bless, 

Mary Abbott  
Director of Children and Youth 
mary@lsumc.net | (803) 518-7315 

 
  

 This December, LSUMC youth are once again participating in 
Wreaths Across America.  They will be placing wreaths on fallen service 
members graves at the historic Quaker Cemetery Saturday, December 
18th.   
 

 If you would like to purchase a wreath to be placed 

on the grave of a US Veteran, please scan this QR Code with 

your smart phone, use our online giving at: LSUMC.net/ways

-to-give and select “Special Offering/Wreath”, or you can 

also call the Mary Abbott The cost is $15 per wreath.  Our youth group 

will receive $5 per wreath purchased.  
 

 The money we raise will go to our Youth Missions fund to be 

used for trips and mission work throughout the coming year. Thank you for your support.   
 

Did you know?  There are approximately 6,000 graves at Quaker and about 800 of those belong to Veterans 

whose service ranges from the American Revolution through Afghanistan.  In addition, a Frenchman who 

fought in the French and Indian War and stayed in the colonies after the French were defeated, is buried at 

Quaker.  
 

Visit https://wreathsacrossamerica.org for more information about this program. 
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 I play soccer, and over the years I’ve gotten to know a coach named 
Peter Wittig, who, until this past year when he retired, was the head coach of 
the Blythewood High School varsity boys soccer team. For the past 20 or so 
years, Coach Wittig has led a group of mostly high-schoolers on a trip down to 
Colombia where his brother, Mark Wittig, runs a Christian-based soccer club. 
Now, a little bit of background: the Wittigs were missionary kids, born in 
Colombia, but both came to the US for college. However, after college, Mark 
moved back down to Colombia to stay. This was around the early 1980’s, right 
when Colombia--and more specifically, Medellin--was becoming the drug-
dealing capital of the world thanks to Pablo Escobar. Mark witnessed firsthand 

what the inner city kids dealt with on a daily basis, and how susceptible they were to becoming pawns in the 
drug empire. So, he decided he wanted to do something about it, and the only thing he knew that could 
possibly get the kids off the streets was soccer--futbol. He organized a tournament with some local teens in 
his neighborhood, and this tournament developed over time into a multi-team league, which spread across 
the entire city, and today, even across the country.  

 
            Yet the most amazing thing about all of this is the fact that it was organized with a Christian focus for 
the soccer teams. Each practice begins with a quick Bible study or lesson from the coach, and it is very 
evident how impactful this program has been on so many lives down there. It is truly such a blessing to see 
how many of the coaches in the club today have completely turned their lives around, dedicating their efforts 
to God and others while renouncing their former criminal pasts. Currently, almost 40,000 kids have played for 
one of the 120 teams that the club supports, from 22 of the neighborhoods around the city to the expansion 
program that works to start new teams in other (remote) parts of the country.  

 
            In Medellin, we participate in practices with kids of all ages, 
both at the club’s main complex and in various 
“sectors” (neighborhoods) around the city. We also help with any 
manual labor that needs to be done around the complex, which 
boasts over 5 acres of land, 4 dormitories that we stay in, 3 soccer 
fields of various sizes, locker rooms, concessions, and offices. We 
even make time for some sightseeing at the famous El Peñol, a giant 
rock in the town of Guatape with 740 steps to the top! My favorite 
part, however, besides engaging with some of the most amazing 
kids I’ve ever met, is getting to admire God’s creation in the view 

from the complex overlooking the city within the mountains.  
 
Ok, now I know that was a lot, but it really is quite the story, 
and if you’d ever like to hear more, I love telling people about 
it because I’ve gone on this trip three times now. Ultimately, 
it is a life-changing and eye-opening experience for me every 
time I go and I encourage everyone to find a way to get 
involved in a mission like this, whether at home or 
elsewhere. 
 
Yours in Mission, 
Drew Hanson  
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 As we are gearing back for a new fall semester, one of the phrases that comes to 
mind is “new beginnings.” Sometimes new beginnings are hard and met with caution, but 
this one to me is definitely exciting! Not only are we coming off a year of so much 
uncertainty, we are going into the fall with brand new leadership that possesses the faith 
and drive to have this church make a larger impact upon the community. If the sermon 
series on the Five G’s has spoken to you, then now is time to get involved and help your 
church reach those in our community that need faith and need to hear the saving message 
of Jesus Christ.  

 

By the time this newsletter goes out, we will have already resumed our Wonderful Wednesday 
ministry. I was only able to experience this program for a few weeks before the summer break, and I must 
say I’m looking forward to leading the music portion from the beginning. Our Youth Handbells will resume on 
Sunday, September 12 at 5:00 p.m. in the choir room. If you have a middle or high school age youth who is 
interested in ringing, please let Mary or myself know. We may even have the opportunity to divide these 
groups into two separate bell choirs, one for middle school age and one for high school age. Mary and myself 
are always looking for volunteers to help with the children and youth ministries so if you are interested, 
please contact us. 

 

As always, our Chancel Choir welcomes new members! We rehearse on Wednesday nights at 7:00 
p.m. socially distanced (optional masks) in the sanctuary. We are having a wonderful time lifting up our 
voices in praise and I’m in the midst of planning not only our live nativity for all ages, but our separate adult 
Christmas concert in December. You do not have to read music or have previous singing experience as I 
approach rehearsals as a music/vocal lesson. Take that leap of faith and come try something new! Chancel 
Bells will resume rehearsals on Wednesday, September 8 at 6:00 p.m. in the choir room. Finally, our 11:15 
a.m. Contemporary Service and Praise Band are always looking for new singers, instrumentalists, and audio/
visual volunteers. If you feel a call to help serve in one or several of these capacities, please contact myself or 
our Media Specialist, Joey Williams. Don’t miss out on all these opportunities to serve and make a difference 
for our church and community. Just like Bishop Gary preached, be extravagant with your seeds and take that 
leap of faith… 

  

Cameron Lambert | Music Director 
cglambertmusic@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Your Health & Wellness Committee members are busy planning 
opportunities to keep our members and community active, moving, 
motivated and connected in a safe meaningful way.  Please look for more 
information as events and activities are finalized.  
 
In the meantime consider participating in: 

 
• Pickleball on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6:30-8:30pm in the Gym.   
• Indoor walking in the Family Life Center Monday-Friday from 7-9:30am and 4-6pm. 
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Birthdays 
 

1st Mary Lindsay Best, Kirk Holland, Morgan Tucker  
2nd Lantz Weaver, Kevin Lang, Camron Lambert 
3rd   Laurin Burch, Margaret Lackey, Libby Kerfoot 
4th Justin Moore, Frank Rowell 
5th Ardell Young, Melody Dickey, Mark Sheorn 
6th Richard Watkins, Amy Cantey, Betty Best,  
7th Mary Kate West, Allen Reeder, Devon Rickwood, 
 Molly Mohr, Kimberly Renninger 
8th Parker Rankin, Jim Bradshaw, Jenny Greenway 
10th G. G Green, Larry Thomas, Bennett Harrelson, 
 Phoebe Olney 
11th Mike Clyburn, Holly Sullivan, Josey Sweat,  
 Bobby Inabinet, Ella Geiger 
12th Davis Partin, Mary Morgan 
13th Ginny Evans, Frances Hurst, Levi Broome 
14th  Kristen Hutto, Campbell Jordan, Howard Byrd, 
 Pam Mahoney, Carl Horton 
15th Jean Davis, Dorothy Davis, Kris Nelson,  
 Bob Ingram 
16th  Greer Younghans 
17th Reggie Dean, Mike Horton, Annette Little, 
 Marme Dodson 
18th Sallie Cobb, Mendel West, Emily Best,  
 Joseph Edens 
19th Alan Guffy, Charlotte Rankin, David Tucker, 
 William Stewart, Bett Greenway 
20th Bruce Little, Kristen Skufca, Jonathan Slade 
21st Jason Hill, Grayson Shaw, Rebecca Rowell,  
 Gregg Hardee, Shannon Tidwell,  
 Hunter Shannon 
22nd  Ray Robinson, David Pope, Robert Dudley, 
 Tricia Holmes, Laekyn Peebles 
23rd Jalann Little, McLaurin Burch, Alice Tucker 
24th Bobby Lee, Ethan Cotton 
25th  Asenath Groom, Heath Byrd, Braxton Byrd, 
 Walker Canada, Sarah Ann Hough 
26th Heather Dykes, Laiken Tidwell 
27th Michael Montgomery, Fred White,  
 Jennifer Haunert, Cab Stitt 
29th Daphne Clonts, Jennifer Walker,  
 Brandon Moore, Gibbs Harrell 
30th Ford Graham, Dan Lovett, Scott Rankin 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 

3rd Jeffrey & Leah Stewart 
4th Bishop & Lynn Bullock 
6th Willy & Judy Williams 
9th Tom & Kathi Hunter 
10th Billy & Lisa Sandel 
11th Bill & Laurie Funderburk 
14th Leon & Cheryl Willson 
17th Derrick & Jessica Geiger 
21st Mitch & Mary Medlin 
20th Gordie & Martha Moore 
25th Randy & Camille Abrams 
29th Ray & Becky Robinson 
30th Ray & Molly Hazelwood 
 Mark & Stacey Mohr 
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Let’s Celebrate the September Birthdays and Anniversaries of our LSUMC family!  Say a prayer for them and 

call, text , send a card or email to let them know they are important and loved! 



 Gentleness 
Gentleness is tough. 
 

Gentleness is defined as: “the quality of being kind, tender, or mild-mannered.” 
 

 I don’t have trouble being kind, tender, or mild-mannered in most situations. But when 
I’m driving my Jeep, and I have to slam on brakes to avoid a catastrophe on the highway, 
gentleness goes right out the window (pun intended). 
 

 My lack of patience and understanding for poor drivers has only escalated with 
fatherhood, but it’s always been there. The number of times I’ve seen folks looking straight 

down into their laps at their cell phones (while going 80mph) is truly terrifying. I’ve even seen police do these things. 
Sadly, poor driving is just one example of things that test my patience. 
 

 But should my ability to exhibit gentleness be contingent on the behavior of 
others? Of course not. There can be no progress if I only return the negative behavior 
that I see. That is a great tool of the enemy… the impulse to return evil with evil. 
 

How often have you heard it? 
 

“He did ‘this’ to me so I did ‘that’ to him.” 
 

”She wasn’t there for me so I’m not going to be there for her.” 
 

 That is the opposite of gentleness. Jesus gives us the greatest example of 
all time when it comes to gentleness, and my greatest goal is to be more like Him. I fall short regularly. 
 

Colossians 3:12 says: 
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience.” 
 

Father, help me be more like your son Jesus. May I do Thy will always. 
 

Joey Williams | Media Coordinator 
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