
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to invite All 7th graders interested in serving in our Acolyte Ministry to please join me 
for training on Sunday, September 8th & 15th from 10-11am in the Sanctuary during the 
Sunday school hour.  I look forward to seeing you there!  --Amy Pope 

 
 
 
Homecoming is Sunday, September 29th.  Rev. Matt Woodbery of Mulberry St. 

UMC is our guest pastor.  Join us for 10am Sunday school and our one worship service 

at 11:15am in the sanctuary.  Lunch will follow in the Family Life Center.            
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The LLP school-aged Summer program has been busy sharing 

God’s love with our community. 

• The Karesh Wing at Kershaw Health received 32 handmade post cards to the senior residents. 

• They held a bake sale and raised $105 which was donated to the Kershaw County Humane Society.  

• 28 Blessing Bags were filled and given to the Food for the Soul Shelter to help the homeless.   

Each bag included this blessing for the recipients:  I am praying for you!  Here’s a blessing bag to carry you through the day.  

Please know, that I am praying for your right now.  Know that nothing is impossible if you keep your faith and trust God. “Do not 

worry because I am with you.  Don’t be afraid because I am your God. I will make you strong and I will help you.” – Isaiah 41:10 
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Mary’s Notes 
 

It’s hard to believe it is September!  As I look forward to a new year of Wonderful Wednesday, UMYF, Sunday 
School and more, I am so thankful for the men and women who serve as leaders of this church and who give so much of 
their time and talents.   
 

These are our 2019-2020 Sunday School Superhero’s: 

Renee Thompson & Jonellen Edgerton:  Toddlers 

Meg Henderson & Lauren Rimpf:  3K/4K 

Billie Sloan & Shelly Sloan:  5K 

Stacey Mohr & Rebecca Edens:  1st & 2nd Grades 

Harriet Thomas & Emily Kimpton:  3rd Grade 

Edward Rickwood:  4th & 5th Grades 

Mary Ellen Green, Laurie Funderburk, Jenny Greenway & Shanna Redfearn:  6th & 7th Grades 

Pam Shaw, Sean & Terri Hanson & Rich Abbott:  9th – 12th Grades 

Let’s hear it for our 2019-2020 Youth Workers!  

Betty Best, Bryan & Emily Catoe, Rich Abbott, Susan White, Brian & Torill Nelson, Chad & Missy Peebles, Tracy West, 

Mary Kerfoot, Brandon & Lydia Moore, Meegian Gossard, Kim Kelly, Andrew & Amy Pope, Eric & Laura Gunter and 

Ben Stegner.  Without their intentional investment in our youth, this program simply would NOT have a great an impact!  

With over 100 youth on roll, it takes a village.  

Prayer Partners for our youth are already at work and I appreciate everyone who serves in this capacity!  

Anyone willing to share your time and talents with our congregation are encouraged to see a staff member.  We can 

always use more help.   

Blessings,  

                  
 
 

Message from Michael   
 

My last few newsletter articles have been about our planning committee’s work with Aspen and Horizon.  In each, 

I hope you have seen that things are hopeful and positive for LSUMC.  Our district Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Robin 

Dease, has indicated to us numerous times that LSUMC is a church many other churches desire to emulate.  God is at 

work here and it is exciting!  To continue God’s work and to be a light on the hill, we will have to step out in faith as we 

move forward with God’s great work here in Camden.   

LSUMC is featured in the Advocate’s new book, Feed My Sheep, a 40-day devotional, just 

released this summer that showcases the beautiful works of churches in the South Carolina Conference 

engaged with hunger ministry. Visit https://www.advocatesc.org/feed-my-sheep-devotional/.  I share 

the Advocate’s book, not to sell books, but to remind you that LSUMC is an awesome place to join in 

God’s work!  My simple reminder to you is that Jesus repeatedly said: “Follow Me.”  To follow Jesus is 

not merely a one-time decision.  It is an ongoing pilgrimage that requires continuous change amid the 

twists and turns of life. 

We are on the right road in following Jesus, and this road is not a dead-end street.  This road requires continual 

change in direction with alteration to “our” plans.  It is not an easy road.  It is a road that demands faith in God through 

Christ Jesus.  LSUMC is an incredible place to be!  My prayer is we continue to be people of faith who go through the 

valleys, over the hills and around the turns wherever Jesus will lead us!   
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Musical Musings 

 

By Jason N. Brown  
 

It is often said that “I love you” are three words that just about every human long to hear. Whether shared 

between spouses, parents and children, or friends at the end of an argument, there’s something about the sense of 

worth we feel when we hear those three words directed at us that is priceless. As people of faith, even weightier 

than the love of our fellow men is the idea that, amongst the vastness of all God’s creation, God loves us; not just 

collectively, but individually. Singing “Jesus Loves Me” in worship at a multigenerational church like ours, as we 

will on September 8th, is always a particularly stirring, spiritual experience for me. 

  In 1860, Anna Warner and her sister Susan, under the pen names Amy Lothrop and Elizabeth Wetherell, 

wrote a two-volume novel called Say and Seal. In it, a sickly little boy asks his Sunday school teacher to sing to 

him. The teacher comforts the boy by singing the four original stanzas of this hymn. The tune and refrain for this 

hymn was written two years later by William Bradbury, and many additional stanzas have since been penned – 

some anonymously. Only the first verse in our hymnal is original from the novel. By the turn of the twentieth 

century, this hymn was so popular in China, due to missionary work, that some hymnals (through the 1970s) 

listed the hymn tune as CHINA.  

Oftentimes, in reading scripture and singing hymns and worship songs, we think of the texts in relatively 

abstract ways and/or as being more relevant to people alive during biblical times than here and now. Take John 

3:16, for example. We all know that scripture well, but how often do we actually transplant ourselves into 

beautiful scriptures like this? “For God so loved the world…” When we say the God loves the world, we affirm 

that God loved David and Goliath; God loves the rich and the poor… and God loves you and me.  

  In addition to being one of the most ubiquitous and enduring melodies taught to children in Christendom, 

I think that what moves me the most about singing “Jesus Loves Me” in worship is that we not only affirm our 

faith in singing it, but we remind ourselves and each other that despite who and what we are, God loves us. 

Regardless of age, race, nationality, class, God loves us. After all, since God is love, the grace and love of God are 

more about God than any of us. Thanks be to God! 

 

 



Call to action 
 

As United Methodists, we believe that God has given us principles 

for living in community.  Central to Jesus’ teachings is what we have 

come to know as the Great Commandment: We must love God and love 

our neighbors as ourselves. (Matthew 22:35-40; Mark 12:28-34) 

The 2016 United Methodist Church Book of Resolutions states “at 

the center of Christian faithfulness to Scripture is the call we have been 

given to love and welcome newly arriving migrants in our communities, 

to love them as we do ourselves, to treat them as one of our native-born, 

to see in them the presence of the incarnated Jesus, and to show 

hospitality to these immigrants in our midst, believing that through their 

presence we are receiving the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ.”   

If we truly believe in loving both God AND our neighbor, we must 
pursue God’s command to seek justice, liberation and beneficence for all 
people.  We must work for the civil and human rights of every person.  
“Let us commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, youth, 
young adults, the aging and people with disability; to improvement of the 
quality of life; and to the rights and dignity of all persons” (United 
Methodist Social Creed, 2016) 

All those interested in becoming an advocate for justice, please 

contact me by phone: (803) 425-4829,  email: lekrogers@bellsouth.net 

or mail: 1138 Brookgreen Ct. | Camden, SC  29020.  Together we will 

plan an outreach program that will follow the doctrine designed by the 

UMC Advocate for Justice program.  

Thank you,  
 

Linda Rogers 
 

Every Journey Starts With the First Step 

23 Our steps[a] are made firm by the LORD, when he delights in our[b]way; 
24 though we stumble,[c] we[d] shall not fall headlong,  

for the LORD holds us[e] by the hand. Psalm 37:23-24 (NRSV) 
 

            For many of us, a healthy lifestyle is more of a dream than reality.  
Sometimes making changes seems too hard.  But the first step toward a 
healthy lifestyle doesn’t have to be big.  A first step can be as simple as 
taking the stairs instead of the elevator, or swapping your daily candy with 
a piece of fruit.   
           Once you decide to improve your health, start with something 
easy.  Every change after that will seem easier.  Be a FAN for your health!  
Small steps can begin today. 
 

Look for more FAN messages and announcements from  
the Health & Wellness Committee! 

 

A Prayer for Suffering 

Children 
God of All Children Everywhere, our 

hearts are bruised when we see 

children suffering alone.  

Our hearts are torn when we are 

unable to help.  

Our hearts are broken when we have 

some complicity in the matter.  

For all the times we were too busy 

and shooed a curious child away, 

forgive us, oh God.  

For all the times we failed to get 

down on their level and look eye to 

eye with a child, forgive us, oh God.  

For all the times we did not share 

when we saw a hungry child 

somewhere in the world, forgive us, oh 

God.  

For all the times we thought about 

calling elected officials to demand 

change, but did not, forgive us, oh 

God.  

For all the times we thought that 

caring for the children of this world 

was someone else’s responsibility, 

forgive us, oh God.  

With Your grace, heal our hearts.  

With Your grace, unite us in action.  

With Your grace, repair our 

government.  

With Your grace, help us to find a way 

to welcome all children everywhere, 

that they may know that Jesus loves 

them, not just because “the Bible 

tells them so,” but because they have 

known Your love in real and tangible 

ways, and they know that nothing, 

absolutely nothing, can separate 

them from Your love.  Amen.   

 --This prayer was provided by 

United Methodist Global Ministries. 
 

For more information on advocating for 

justice visit: www.umc.org/how-we-

serve/advocating-for-justice 

For other opportunities to become 

involved: 

www.resourceumc.org 
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