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Opening Epistle 1 Corinthians 15 Rev. William Smith 
Listen, I will tell you a mystery!  We will not all die, but we will all be changed.  For this 
perishable body must put on imperishability, and this moral body must put on immortality.  Then 
the saying that is written will be fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”  “Where, O 
death is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?”  But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.                  

Prayer 
Let us pray.  O God, you have ordered this wonderful world and know all things in earth and in 
heaven.  Give us such faith that by day and by night, at all times and in all places, we may without 
fear commit ourselves and those dear to us to your never-failing love, in this life and in the life to 
come.  Amen. 

 
Scripture of Hope  John 12:24-26 Rev. William Smith 

Jesus said: “Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  Those who love their life lose it, and those 
who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  Whoever serves me must follow me, 
and where I am, there will my servant be also.  Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.” 
 

Committal Prayer 
 Almighty God, into your hands we commend your daughter, Joan Marie Patterson Strickland, in 

sure and certain hope of resurrection to eternal life, earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.  
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.  Yes, says the Spirit, they will rest from their labors for 
their deeds follow them through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving & Assurance 

Gracious God, we thank you for those we love but see no more.  Receive into your arms your 
servant, Paul David Sloan, Jr., and grant that increasing knowledge and love of you.  He may go 
from strength to strength in service to your heavenly kingdom; support us all the day long of our 
troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, 
and the fever of life is over and our work is done.  Then in your mercy grant us a safe lodging, 
and a holy rest, and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Congregational Psalm  Psalm 23 (Unison) 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 
leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul:  he leadth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake.  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  Thou preparest a 
table before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou anointest my head with oil; my cup 
runneth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 
Scattering of Ashes 
 
Prayer of Dismissal 

Now to the One who is able to keep you from falling, and to make you stand without blemish in 
the presence of God’s glory with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, honor, and authority, before all time and now and forever.  Amen. 

 


