
  
 

 This month’s theme is focus. It feels that in 
today’s times, there are so many things vying for our 
focus. Distraction is almost the inevitable as millions 
of dollars are spent on trying to get us to focus on 
news events, fashion ideas, the latest gimmicks, social 
media and so many more.  
 

 When I think of focus, two scriptures come to 
mind.  The first is Hebrews 12:2, where we are urged to keep our eyes fixed on 
Jesus, the beginning and end if our faith.  
 

“fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set 
before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 

hand of the throne of God.” - Hebrews 12:2 (NIV)  
 

 The second is found in Matthew 14, where Jesus is seen walking on the 
water in the midst of the storm. Peter cries out to him and asks if he can walk 
towards Jesus. Peter does exactly that. He gets out of the boat and starts walking 
on the water towards Jesus. He suddenly becomes aware of the storm around him, 
and begins to shift his focus from Jesus to the storm. We all know what happens 
next, he begins to sink into the stormy sea.  
 

“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water 

and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, 
beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 

31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little 
faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” - Matthew 14:28-31 (NIV) 

 

 I guess the lesson we can learn from those scriptures is to make every 
effort to keep our focus on Jesus, especially when we are in the midst of the 
storm. Can I urge you, if you are in this moment, caught up in a storm, whatever it 
may be, to do whatever you can do to focus on Jesus? He will never disappoint you 
or leave you to drown, he will always be there to walk you trough the storm. We 
are reminded that it is Jesus who raises his hand over the storms and commands 
them to be quiet, be still! (Mark 4:39). That’s is my prayer for you.  
  

Yours faithfully,  
Gary   
glrivas@umcsc.org 
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 As I am writing this there is a crispness to the air. One that allows me to 

know a new season is on it’s way. Halloween is right around the corner. We will 

blink and it will be Thanksgiving and then boom Christmas. November and 

December are busy and exciting times in the life of the church. With so much 

going on it is hard to focus. 

 

 My therapist once told me, when things seemed to be happening too fast, to do my best to remain in 

the present. She reminded me to take it day by day, and if I needed to, even take it minute by minute, but to 

always focus on the present. There are two things we cannot control, our future and our past. One thing that 

we can control is our present. 

 

As our lives ramp up toward the holiday season, I invite you to see how Jesus did just this. With all 

that was going on around him, with the future that laid ahead of him, Jesus seemed to remain focused on 

the present. If we look through the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, we are able to find countless 

examples of Jesus remaining focused on the present.  

 

It seemed as though wherever Jesus traveled he was interrupted by someone. Rather than getting 

caught up in what he needed to do, or being bogged down by all that he had already done, Jesus accepted 

whatever it is that he is confronted with. There are over 40 verses that speak of Jesus' healing. In much of 

them Jesus is on his way to do something else.  

 

With this being said, I encourage you also to look at how often Jesus found a time of rest and quiet. 

We find Jesus going with the disciples to a quiet spot,  

“Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to 

eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” - Mark 6:31.  

We find Jesus on the mountain by himself,  

“After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, 

he was there alone” - Matt 14:23  (also see Luke 6:12; Mark 13:3).  

We find Jesus taking his disciples aside, 

 “Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, ‘We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is 

written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.’ ”  - Luke 18:31  

Whatever is going on in your life during this busy season, I encourage you to focus on the present. 

When an opportunity arises to serve others, do as Christ did and serve. I encourage you, also, to find time to 

yourselves, and find time to spend with close family and friends just as Christ did. I believe that it is in these 

times, by ourselves and with family and friends, that we, just as Christ, are able to truly slow down. Whatever 

life deals, remember to focus on the present, both in service and in rest. 

    
 In Christ’s love, 
 

William Smith | Associate Pastor 
jwsmith@umcsc.org 
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What is our true focus? 
 
 I worry a lot.  In fact, I think it might be a genetic trait.  I can make out a genealogy of 
anxiety going back through the decades. All devout followers of Christ who had to find ways 
of overcoming worry, because of course the Bible tells us not to worry.   It tells us that in 
many ways in many places.  In Matthew 6 Jesus says during the sermon on the mount, 
 

 And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 
Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ But 
strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
Matthew 6:27 - 31 ,  33 NRSV 
 
 David says it in the Psalms as well.  
 
“Do not fret because of the wicked; do not be envious of wrongdoers, for they will soon fade like the grass, 
and wither like the green herb. Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him; do not fret over those 
who prosper in their way, over those who carry out evil devices. Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath. Do 
not fret—it leads only to evil”.—Psalms 37:1 - 2 ,  7 - 8 NRSV 
 
 God’s anointed King had some very pointed advice for all of us.  He doesn’t just tell us not to be angry, 
not to fret, he also says what we should do.  Be still before the lord.   
 
 When we worry, our focus is out of whack.  We look away from God and pull ourselves , or at least 
our minds out of his presence.  Suddenly our needs, the obstacles in our path, and the enemies bearing down 
on us seem so important, so overwhelming, how can we possibly deal with them.  We can’t!  We are not 
supposed to.  When we focus on God he shows us what we are supposed to do and we know that he will take 
care of the rest.   
 
“But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that 
my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, 
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has 
chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”—Luke 10:40-42 
 
 This passage doesn’t mean that we will never have “tasks” to do in the Kingdom of God.  Indeed Jesus 
told the disciples to pray for the Father to send those who would help with the work of his Kingdom.  With all 
that has to be done, we can’t afford NOT to take time to re-focus. If we feel that we have many tasks to do 
for God, or many worries pushing in and pushing our attentions away from Jesus, If we want to “strive first 
for the kingdom of God” it is most important in those times to , to “Be still and wait” and to remember “the 
better part”.  Let our prayers be our time to sit at Jesus' feet as Mary did. 
 
Your Partner in Prayer, 
 

Katianne Rickwood  
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 Focusing is very hard for me.  I am easily distracted!  There is so much 
noise and chatter around us that focusing has become harder and harder for 
people.  It often times means we have to slow down and listen, and we live in a 
fast-paced, busy world! 
 

 Two of the strongest women I know, my mom and my mother-in-law, 
modeled Christian focus for me.  I grew up in a home where my mom’s first 

priorities were coffee, scripture and prayer.  (I’m being honest.  Coffee came first.)  My mother-in-law was 
the same, minus the coffee!  These incredible role models in my life were completely focused on what is 
most important – spending time with God. 
 

 We talk a lot about tithing and we usually think of it in financial 
terms.  What if we were to tithe everything?  What if we tithed our 
time?  Our energy?  Our creativity?  Gary talked about this recently, and I’ve 
thought about it a lot.  Sunday is the first day of the week.  That alone 
should help us see the significance of putting God first.  We have to work in 
order to provide for ourselves and our families, but what if some of that 
energy was used on Sundays worshiping God?  Or throughout the week 
serving God?  Can you imagine how the world would change for the better? 
 

 Jeremiah 29:13 says, “You will seek me and find me when you seek 
me with all your heart.”  God is omnipresent, omnipotent and 
omniscient:  everywhere, powerful and all-knowing.  He is waiting for us and 
when we seek Him, we WILL find Him. This optical illusion  is one I’ve used a 
lot over the years when talking with children and youth about God.  Stare at 
the 4 dots in the middle and count to 15.  Close your eyes and wait about 8-
10 seconds.  What do you see?   
 

 When we are still, quiet and looking for God, He will appear – every single time! Have a great 
November! 
 

God Bless, 

Mary Abbott  
Director of 
Children and 
Youth 
mary@lsumc.net  
(803) 518-7315 
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The Journey to Biblical Manhood 
 

 The UMM are planning a “No Man Left Behind” study!  Beginning 
Tuesday, January 11, 2022 from 6-7:45pm,  we will meet on the LSUMC campus 
four consecutive Tuesday evenings.  Together we will study: What We Believe 
about God, How the Gospel Impacts Our Relationships, Trusting God as Our 
Source, and Guarding Our Hearts from Sin and Distraction. 
 

 We will begin by breaking bread together at 6pm with dinner followed by 
video teaching followed by discussion . This study also has daily devotions which we will review for the 
coming week before closing in prayer.  We are praying for men to be brave and bold enough to enter into 
this journey alongside us.  
We are all learning, 
growing, failing and trying 
again...and again.  Our 
hope is for the genuine 
Godly development in 
each participants 
experiences will make an 
impact on all who they 
come in contact with. 
 

 We recognize that 
without relationship, the 
Christian road becomes 
much harder to walk; the 
abundant life that Christ 
has for each of His 
followers feels just 
beyond our grasp. That’s 
why we want to see no 
man left behind on his 
Journey to Biblical 
Manhood. 
 
If you have questions, 
please contact Gregg Riley 
(803) 421-9904 or 
cgriley1947@yahoo.com. 
To register, call Gregg or 
Christa at the church 
office (803) 432-3191  

No Later Than Friday, 
December 10, 2021. 
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 As we begin to enter the season of what many consider stressful, hectic, and just 
generally insane sometimes, we must remember to stay focused on the true meaning of 
the season ahead. November is meant to be a month of thankfulness and when I was 
younger, November seemed to be one of the slowest months to pass. I like many kids 
was looking forward to Christmas and what Santa was to bring me, but November still 
held its own as a month of thankfulness. But now that I’m older I find that November just 
flies by and because of that I tend to forget its true meaning. I think this happens to all of 
us as we get older as the greater responsibilities of the following Christmas season takes 
precedence, and that’s unfortunate. 

 
 This year going into November I can truly say that I’m thankful for my new church family here at 
Lyttleton Street. After a year of uncertainty and feeling in a rut with my ministry, I am now absolutely thrilled 
and so thankful with where God has called me. Our music ministry is well on its way to reestablishing itself 
and the next two months are going to be proof of that. There are going to be many wonderful events and 
worship opportunities coming up. From our Live Nativity on December 12 to our Christmas Concert on the 
evening of December 19, Lyttleton Street is going to be a wonderful place to be during the next two months. 
So spread the news and invite someone to one or several of these events and services. Better yet, simply 
invite them to church one Sunday! 
 
 November is also going to be an exciting time in our church because we are welcoming a new 
member to our church staff and family. Moses Andrews III is going to be coming on board as our new 

Contemporary Worship Leader. Moses is a worship leader, music producer, multi-
instrumentalist, and arranger who has a passion for ministry. Moses will have been 
married to his wife, Jenny for six years on November 15, 2021. They have a very energetic 
and curious son named Miles. Moses is a proud Gamecock alum, even in the difficult 
losing seasons. Forever to Thee! 
 
 Moses has been in worship ministry since he was eleven years old, playing organ 
and conducting choirs with a passion for practically every known musical style. He is 
currently an official session musician for Jam Room Recording Studio in Columbia, SC, 
mainly playing organ, piano, bass guitar, and percussion. He also plays in, records, and 

arranges music for more than twenty-five local bands. Moses always looks to the future and how he can 
make this world a better place. To him faith in God is the most important thing a believer can have. He has a 
passion for more local community involvement, serving the needy, striving for equity, and seeks to make the 
best of every situation by helping people grow in the process. There is no doubt that Moses is going to bring 
something special to our church, our music ministry, and more specifically our contemporary worship service. 
Please be sure to give him a warm Lyttleton Street welcome as he joins us for the first time on Sunday, 
November 28.  
To God be the glory, great things he hath done! 
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Birthdays 
 

1st Fletcher Green, Mac Redfearn 
2nd Henry Kerfoot 
3rd   Lauren Downey 
4th Camille Abrams, Mary Medlin, Patrick West 
5th Henry Daniels, Betty Bradley 
6th Sam Ferguson  
7th Joan Khan, Rhonda Horton, William Lostetter 
9th Amelia Talbert 
10th  Gordie Moore, Chris Harrell 
11th Betty Johnson, Foy Thompson, Henry Lofe, 
 Elizabeth Lofe 
12th Patrick Davis, Dan Thompson,   
 Taylor Wladischkin, Laura McAulay 
13th Mary Anne Byrd, Slade Funderburk 
15th Tom Fitts, Caroline Best, Lydia Moore 
18th Ken Carlson, Walter Smith, Les Edwards,  
 John Glover, Susan Durant-Jones, Collins Watts 
19th Iris Kaputa, Robert Inabinet, Waylon Luther, 
 Claire Geiger 
20th Sara Elizabeth Reid, Taylor Freeman,  
 David Harrelson, Donnie Weeks 
21st Rengy Marshall, Doris Wilhite, Betty Rudd 
22nd  Zach Thompson, Carl Kearse, Rylee Renninger 
23rd Neal Player, Caroline Cassidy, Chad Peebles 
24th Debbie Bonek 
25th  Janet Rogers, Lucy Moore, Derrick Geiger 
26th Liz Gilland, Dalton Elders, DeSaussure DuBose, 
 Kayla Shell 
27th Dillon Dance, Alex Wladischkin, Anna Tucker 
28th Ina Price, Paul Sullivan 
29th Debby Anderson, John Inabinet, Carol Lee 
30th Kyle Davidson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 

3rd Chris & Sallie Harrell,  
 Scott & Charlotte Rankin 
9th Tim & Belinda Webb 
10th Trey & Jan McCorkle 
13th Raymond & Heather Dykes 
15th Fred & Peggy Ogburn 
21st David & Janet Wilhite 
 Foy & Jean Thompson 
22nd Roger & Nell Marshall 
26th Barney & Carolyn Willens 
 Daryl & Joan McCulley 
28th John & Ruby Wood-Kelly 
29th Sonny & Judy Smith 
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Let’s Celebrate the November Birthdays and Anniversaries of our LSUMC family!  Say a prayer for them and 

call, text , send a card or email to let them know they are important and loved! 



  

 
 LSUMC is offering  several opportunities to worship and enjoy fellowship during the 
Christmas Season. Watch for more details on the following events. For now, mark your 
calendars and plan to join in the festivities with your Church family! 
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