
 

  
 April Showers Bring May Flowers 
 In 1921 Al Jolson touched the hearts of Broadway audiences 

with the song April Showers. The lyrics resonated with crowds that 

still remembered the horrors of World War I and grappled with the 

day-to-day struggles of life. If you want to hear it in its original form 

it’s on YouTube, of course. 

Though April showers may come your way 
They bring the flowers that bloom in May 

 

 This trying COVID time has seemed like a prolonged rainy season for all of 

us. We long for the day that we can remove our masks, hug our friends, and sing at 

the top of our lungs. Here at Lyttleton Street the COVID time has been even more 

stressful with unexpected changes, unanswered questions, and uncertainty about 

the future. In all of this, however, just as surely as God works through the spring 

rains to awaken the flowers, God has been at work in our midst through the 

seasons of COVID and uncertainty and there is the sure and certain promise of the 

beauty of the flowers in our future. I believe that Lyttleton Street will not just 

survive, but thrive because God is at work for our good and His glory.  
 

  You have undoubtedly discovered in your own life that in the midst of 

what you knew as the worst of times God was at work—guarding and guiding you 

through the storm—even though you didn’t recognize it until it was all over. God, 

who has done it in the past, is doing it now, and will do it in the future. April 

showers will bring May flowers. Count on it. 
 

 It reminds me of another song. You’ve never heard it on the radio. No 

music video of it has ever been created.  It’s an old song, too; from the seventh 

century BCE. It’s the song of a prophet who has seen hard times and who is not 

happy with God because of those hard times. Habakkuk rails at God, argues with 

God, and accuses God for all that’s happened but at the end of the little book 

sandwiched between Nahum and Zephaniah he sings. Remembering God’s 

faithfulness, he sings: 

Though the fig tree does not blossom, 
   and no fruit is on the vines; 

though the produce of the olive fails 
   and the fields yield no food;  
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though the flock is cut off from the fold 

   and there is no herd in the stalls, 

yet I will rejoice in the Lord; 

   I will exult in the God of my salvation. 

God, the Lord, is my strength; 

   he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 

   and makes me tread upon the heights. 

 Spring is all around us. The flowers have begun to bloom. There are many more to come. 
 

Rev. Paul  Frey| Interim Pastor 
pdfrey44@gmail.com | (864) 634-9984 

 
 In seminary, I learned that our culture shapes how we view and understand God. 
Therefore, it is important that we are aware of our own cultural backgrounds when studying 
about God, so that we would be able to identify any presuppositions. One of the examples is 
the belief that God answers our prayers immediately. We sort of expect God to answer our 
prayer immediately and desire that to be true because we live in a society where we do not 
really have to practice patience. With the advancement of technology, people have become 
more accustomed to instant gratification. This also affects how we read our Bibles. 

 

 We read stories about how God delivers people who sought Him, but we don’t really pay attention to 
the concept of time. For example, God promises Abraham land, offspring, and a nation in Genesis 12-15. 
However, that promise is not fulfilled until we get to 1 Samuel when Saul is appointed king. Did you know 
that from Genesis 15 to 1 Samuel is over 1000 years!? That means God answered Abraham’s prayer after 
1000 years passed. Another example is the ending of the Old Testament and the beginning of the New 
Testament. The Old Testament ends with the expectation of the arrival of the Messiah. And we flip the page 
that divides the Old and New Testament to find Matthew picking up the story with the arrival of Jesus. Did 
you know, that single page represents 400 years? Jesus did not come immediately after the prophets 
prophesied. It took over 400 years for their prayers and hopes to be answered. Because we read the Bible 
and have not lived through it, we forget that often the prayers the prophets prayed did not come to fruition 
during their lifetime.  Even so, with faith, they were patiently waiting on God’s good and perfect timing.   
 

 2 Peter 3:8 says,  “But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.”  God’s concept of time and ours is very different. 
Furthermore, on the continuing verse the author also says “The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some 
think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.” Which 
reminds us that what we count it as God working slow is his act of mercy and grace toward us. Romans 5:6 
states “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.” It was the right time, the 
perfect time because God chose it. God’s timing is perfect. It is never too late or too early. There are times 
when we can grow impatient and grow weary of waiting for God to answer our prayers. We get frustrated 
and doubt God in our lives when God doesn’t answer right away. Sometimes, we stop waiting and take 
matters into our own hands and act contradictory to God’s commandment.  My prayer for us it that we learn 
to be patient and faithfully trust God’s timing so that we may carry out our days with less anxiety and in a 
manner that reflects God’s peace. 
 

Rev. Tae Parks | Associate Pastor 

tae@lsumc.net | (803) 587-9726 
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 I love the gentle whispers God gives us. I love how He shows up in the most 

unexpected places and ways. I was recently reminded of this when I sat down to find a good 

devotion for my small group of Bible study friends. We had finished our Lenten study and our 

new books had not arrived yet. I grabbed a devotional I received as a gift, one I honestly had 

not even opened yet. The cover caught my attention because the subtitle is, “100 Days to 

Brave Devotions for Unlocking Your Most Courageous Self”; Annie F. Downs and that 

reminded me of Steve Shugart’s amazing sermon the Sunday after Easter. I opened the book 

to see if there was something I thought our group would enjoy and literally opened the book to a devotion 

about division in the church. Here are excerpts from the article that I found to be very helpful… 

 “Just like any relationship, you and the church will have rocky times. Just like any relationship, at 

some point the flawed humans who lead your church will disappoint you, and you will need to put 1 

Corinthians 13 love into action. You know why church is hard? Because of humans. So. Many. Humans. My 

local church recently went through something hard, and to be honest, my feelings were all over the place. I 

didn’t want to stay. I once asked my friend, Pastor Scott Sauls, what happens when you stay in a church even 

you are hurt and it seems hard. He said, “That’s when you grow up.” Part of being a Christian is wrestling 

through Scripture and wrestling through relationships. If we unplug ourselves from the local church, we don’t 

even wrestle. We lose the opportunity to wrestle inside so that you love well outside. If we unplug from our 

church, we’re unplugging from our family of believers. Our support system. Brave Christians get plugged in to 

their church. And brave people are willing to stay plugged in, even when things get hard.”  

 Churches are not perfect, and that is because they are operated by humans. “So. Many. Humans.” 

Our focus, our attendance, our financial gifts should never be about the minister or the people. We are here 

to serve and worship God. I pray that as our church heals and moves forward, we will all remember this. 

People are not perfect, but we serve a perfect God, and the blood that our perfect Savior shed is our 

redemption.   

God Bless, 

Mary Abbott | Director of Children and Youth 
mary@lsumc.net | (803) 518-7315 
 
 

 

  VBS 2021 - Knights of the North Castle is scheduled to take place July 
20-22 from 9:00am-12noon.  Children (3K – 5th grades) of church families and those 
already participating in Wonderful Wednesday are invited to participate.  The cost is 
$15/child.  Children are encouraged to register as soon as possible.  Please fill out a 
registration form which can be picked up at the church office OR use the VBS Online 

Registration Link: 2020.cokesburyvbs.com/lyttletonstumc.  The last day to register is 
July 13th. 

We need volunteers for VBS.  If you can help, please fill out a Volunteer Registration Form (found 
on the back of the participant form) and someone will be in touch with you soon.   

VBS needs supplies!  If you would like to help but cannot be on campus for the fun, you can help 
by donating items! Stop by the bulletin board full of Post-It-Notes outside Mary’s office and see what the 
supply needs are that you can help with. You can bring them by the church anytime until July 11th! 
Thank you! 

Children & Youth Ministry 
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 Grateful does not even begin to describe how I feel. I want to thank each and every 
one of you for the heartfelt cards, notes, gift cards, and items given to me for my 
welcoming. It really shows how loving this church is, and to have some of that love 
bestowed upon me was such a blessing. God’s love is truly present here at Lyttleton and I’m 
looking forward to becoming a member of this Christian fellowship. For those of you who I 
haven’t had the pleasure of meeting yet, please stop by and say hello. I always enjoy 
meeting new people and sharing stories of faith and music. It’s also nice to meet some 
possible new recruits to the music ministry! 

 

 If there’s one thing this pandemic has taught us, it’s to be patient. Romans 8:25 states, “But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” I would like to make one change to this verse by 
replacing the word “see” with the work “hear.” A lot of times we take the small things for granted and at my 
last church singing in any form was not allowed for over a year and continues to be banned. It was a blessing 
to be able to sing simply one verse of a hymn my first Sunday here. People worship in many different ways, 
but for me music is my primary form of expressing worship. Being able to sing I finally felt like I was 
worshipping again and that’s something I will never take for granted again. 
 

 I would like to thank all of the volunteers who have helped with keeping the music ministry going 
during this time of transition. To the great group of women who help with the Wonderful Wednesday 
program, know that you are appreciated. Whether you run rehearsals or help behind the scenes, it could not 
be done without you and I know Mary feels the same way. To the Chancel Bells and elevate band, thank you 
for the dedication to continue to serve and share your musical gifts. For those members of the Chancel Choir 
who have been exercising patience like I have this past year, know that the time is coming soon for us to 
gather together once again to praise God with our voices! I’m in the stages of planning a fellowship cookout 
as a way to meet everyone and bring us back as a choir family. Both the Chancel Bells and elevate band will 
be invited as well so stay tuned for more information. Finally, I would like to specifically thank both Ike Pitts 
and Shelly Sloan for stepping up and taking over the music planning of the traditional and contemporary 
services these past several months. Both of you are such tremendous blessing for this church and I’m deeply 
grateful for all the help you have been to me thus far. I have no doubt that God has great things in store for 
our music ministry and our church. 
 

Cameron Lambert | Director of Music 
cglambertmusic@gmail.com  
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 Patience can be a touchy subject.  I can’t tell you how many times I have heard people 
say, “Whatever you do don’t pray for patience.  God will give you all sorts of situations to test 
your patience if you do that.” It is interesting to think about patience in a world of now and it 
is interesting to think about prayer and patience together in a world of “My way now”.  How 
can we get a real tangible sense of this virtue of patience.  I was thinking the other day that 
patience and spring go together.  Every where you look during spring you see the tension 
between the now and the not yet.  There are buds now.  They are a promise of flowers, but 

they are not here yet.  There are eggs, a promise of birds, but they are not here yet.  There are shoots 
planted in our containers, with a promise of tomatoes, but no tomatoes not yet.  
 

 Jesus knew his disciples must understand this.  He knew they were familiar with the rhythms of 
nature and so he used it in lots of metaphors to show them what the kingdom of God was like.  They knew 
what it was to watch a plant grow and flourish. They knew what it was to wait.  They had also seen the most 
patient role model ever.  Jesus was so patient with his disciples.  They worked along side him for years and 
yet it seems he had to teach them the same lessons over and over again.  At this point he hasn’t got much 
time left.  It’s almost time to step into the Garden of Gethsemane.  He is still patiently teaching them. In the 
book of John, chapter 15 we see his patient instruction... 
 

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 
abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in 
you, and that your joy may be complete. 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
 
 To grow vines was to wait.  But Jesus takes this one step further.  He says to be a branch. On a 
vine.  He doesn’t say to water the vines or fertilize the vines, he says you are the branch.  Your job is just to sit 
and stay connected to the source. Now THAT is waiting!!!  This isn’t to say that Jesus never has work for us to 
do but sometimes we have to just sit and be sustained by God, and guess what will happen!  Joy! Love! It 
turns out that waiting patiently for God to sustain us fills us with his joy and his love for others.  It makes us 
more a part of them. It makes us more patient with one another.  I feel like years later when the disciples 
were dealing with a particularly difficult person and needed extra patience, they prayed to be more 
connected to the vine.  Maybe they would look at the world around them and see the plants growing slowly 
and remember that Jesus was so patient with 
them.  Maybe they prayed that God would help them 
remember that we are all branches off the same vine. I 
hope that instead of (or maybe in addition to) praying 
for patience this month, you will pray that those 
around you will feel connected to the vine and that 
you will stay connected as well. 
 
Your Partner in Prayer, 
 

Katianne Rickwood 
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 IMPATIENCE, and the “NEED TO KNOW” 
  

 “Why does she have that and I don’t?” “How much longer until we get there?” 
“When is it my turn?” Impatience makes me impatient! “Why can’t people just be patient?” 
It’s so easy to be impatient. It’s so easy to whine and complain. It’s easy to want what others 
have and think that we need that for ourselves. It’s easy to want to get to your destination 
even when we know it’s going to take some time to get there. It’s easy to question 
something, especially when we desire an immediate answer. “Why? I need to know!” 

  

 I know of a particular situation happening right now with someone-not at church or school-but with 
someone in my life who is struggling with patience. This individual is definitely impatient. They are impatient 
because they have dedicated the majority of their life to a certain place and now they are being forced 
somewhere else because of unknown reasons. They are impatient with the fact that they feel unaware of  
what’s actually happening. Put yourself in this individual’s shoes. You are doing really well at your job; you 
have been promoted a few times, you have moved to newer facilities, you’ve never been reprimanded or 
have never come in late. Out of nowhere, your boss comes to you and says “We have to move you 
somewhere else. You just don’t fit here.” No explanation, no reason, no gratitude for years of service at this 
particular establishment-nothing pointed to this ever happening. I’d want an answer...immediately! I’d be 
confused. I’d be hurt. I’d definitely be impatient, impatient to know where I was going, impatient to know 
why I was being moved.  
 

 Here’s the big question: would you whine and complain? It’s easy to question something, especially 
when we want an immediate answer. So, how do we deal with this without whining and complaining? How 
do we become patient? Let’s take a look at what Jesus has to say: “Jesus answered, “You do not know now 
what I am doing, but later you will understand.” - John 13:7  When Jesus was washing the feet of Simon 
Peter, Simon questioned the act. He didn’t necessarily whine or complain, but questioned it. Jesus’ simple 
answer tells us that he is in control. The immediate answers we seek may not always be readily available to 
us. As to the answer to my friend who seeks the immediate answer, I turned to 2 Chronicles 15:7 which 
states “ But you, take courage! Do not let your hands be weak, for your work shall be rewarded.”  Our [im]
patience can add or take away from our character. I believe it is human nature to want something immediate
-human nature to be impatient. 
 

“Why does she have that and I don’t?” 
 “For you need endurance [patience], so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what 

was promised.” -Hebrews 10:36 
 

“How much longer until we get there?” 
“But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like one day”  -2 Peter 3:8 
 

“Why? I need to know!” 
“But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience” -Romans 8:25 

 
STOP WHINING AND START PRAYING! 

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.”-Romans 12:12 
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Birthdays 
 

1st Janie Julian, Craig Clyburn 
2nd Frank Broom, Eric Palmer, Charles Smith 
3rd   Stewart Kidd, Crawford Morris, Jane Hannon 
 Robin Zimmerman 
4th Lynn Bullock, Michael Glover 
5th Kate Rambo, Caroline Green, Henry Green 
6th Mikael Nelson, Donna Rudd, Jason Young 
 Eric Gunter, Myers Wilkes 
7th McCall Sheorn, Abbie Absher, Larry Holmes, 
 Mae Stegner 
8th Thomas Anderson, Vic Hannon,  
 Meredith Kirkland 
10th Michael Renninger 
11th Jane Clyburn, Nichola Garcia 
12th Ben Stegner, Dylan Reyes 
13th Sherri Dean, Frances Morris, Madison Wilson 
 Bill Gore, Frank Griffith 
14th  Jeffrey Graham, Jane Rainwater, Zack Watson 
 David Sloan 
15th  Judy Price, Debbie Jordan, Karen Farmer 
 Kim Talbert, Mary Spencer, Rhett Kirkley 
16th  E. J. Ham, Jan McCorkle, Mary Long,  
 Leon Willson, Sanders Inabinet, Janet Wilhite 
 Gibson Tucker 
17th John Kelly 
18th Bob Radford, Emily Henderson, Kathi Hunter 
 Bodie Luther 
19th Gary Snipes 
20th Penny Beckham 
21st Leah Stewart, Carolyn Ham 
23rd Betty Singleton, Ray Hazelwood, James Altieri 
 Belinda Webb 
24th Jon Watts, Wyatt Stewart 
25th  Bill Horton, Yulee Harrelson 
26th Conner Parks, Michael Culp 
27th Sharon Schrader, Stacey Mohr 
28th Ann Boone 
29th Linda King, Sharon Farmer, Juliana Altieri 
30th Kimberly Inabinet 
31st Tim Hudson, Erin Higgenbotham 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 

3rd Phillip & Barbara Partin 
4th Jack & Anna Rushing, Wade & Teri Luther 
6th  Bill & Claire Brewer 
8th Johnny & Pamela Mahoney,  
 Bruce & Annette Little 
11th Eddie & Sherry Padgett 
14th John & Judy Price, Wallace & Sandra Reeves 
18th Paul & Holly Sullivan, Kevin & Collins Baker 
20th Larry & Harriett Thomas,  
 Howard & Mary Anne Byrd 
21st Robert & Glenda Davis 
22nd Jesse & Jessica Gates 
23rd Keith & Parrish Rabon, Kevin & Christy Lang 
24th Bill & Becky Ferguson, Larry & Joyce Stokes 
25th John & Jennifer Glover 
26th  Patrick & Sara Reid, John & Renee Thompson 
30th Walter & Linda Smith, Jim & Pam Bradshaw 
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Let’s Celebrate the May Birthdays and Anniversaries of our LSUMC family!  Say a prayer for them and call, 

text , send a card or email to let them know they are important and loved! 



Epworth Mother’s Day Offering  | Sunday, May 9, 2021 

  Epworth Children’s Home has been a ministry of our 

church for more than 125 years. They are not an apportioned item 

by the SC Conference, which means they receive no funding from 

the conference other than our offerings. They rely heavily on the 

donations received from our Mother’s Day offering to provide 

direct care for the children residing at Epworth.  The 2020 

Mother’s Day offering was $200,745 less than 2019.  Prayerfully 

consider how you can help make up that difference and establish 

some stability for this worthwhile outreach. 

 When a child arrives at Epworth, they have experienced a great deal of loss. For Epworth, it isn’t enough to 

answer God’s call to care for the least of these by simply providing room and board. They go above and beyond 

offering the children tutoring to get them caught up at school; counseling to help them heal emotionally; quality 

medical care, knowing that many of the children have never seen a doctor or dentist. Epworth also offers spiritual 

formation and guidance that encourages true healing through Christ. Epworth Children’s Home ensures the children 

are surrounded by loving Christian adults so they can break the cycle of abuse, neglect, and shame and replace it 

with a life of self-respect, responsibility, and productivity.  

 We have a large part in making all this possible for the children. These children come from communities in 

South Carolina just like ours. They are our neighbors, and we are called to provide for them. Let’s give generously 

today and stand with Epworth as they work to break the cycle. Be part of something that lasts – a child’s future.    

Visit www.epworthchildrenshome.org  for details or to donate online. 

Lyttleton Street UMC 

1206 Lyttleton Street 
Camden, SC  29020 

 

lsumc.net 
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Fax: (803) 888-4099 
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