
 

God has a knack for opening doors when another has been closed!  I 

reported recently that our youth will not be going to Give Kids the 

World this summer, and that I was hoping to find another beneficial 

trip to take.  I’m happy to tell you that we will be traveling to New Orleans the first week of June to work with homeless 

people, disabled veterans and individuals in drug & alcohol recovery.  This experience will give our youth the opportunity to 

minister to those we meet, sharing their faith & love of Christ.  Please pray for those of us taking this trip.  I will continue to 

post information as it comes available.   

Thank you for loving, praying for and supporting the LSUMC youth.   
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Mary’s Message 

  

The Wesleyan tradition is rich in music. Between John Wesley, Samuel Sebastian, and Charles 

Wesley alone, there is a trove of hymns and other resources in which the musical traditions of 

Methodism is rooted. An ever-colorful personality, John provided us with some instructions for 

singing the hymns of our faith. Over the next few months, I’ll write a series of articles called Singing 

with understanding. They will discuss Wesley’s seven instructions (included below) and some of our 

beloved hymns and other spiritual songs: their theological and practical implications. It is my hope 

that this series will deepen our understanding of the faith we sing.  — Jason 

Directions for singing  (as found on page vii of your hymnal) 

1. Learn these tunes before you learn any others; afterwards learn as many as you please.  

2. Sing them exactly as they are printed here, without altering or mending them at all; and if you have learned to sing 

them otherwise, unlearn it as soon as you can. 

3. Sing all.  See that you join with the congregation as frequently as you can.  Let not a slight degree of weakness or 

weariness hinder you.  If it is a cross to you, take it up, and you will find it a blessing.  

4. Sing lustily and with a good courage.  Beware of singing as if you were half dead, or half asleep; but lift up your voice 

with strength.  Be no more afraid of your voice now, nor more ashamed of its being heard, than when you sun the 

songs of Satan. 

5. Sing modestly.  Do not bawl, so as to be heard above or distinct from the rest of the congregation, that you may not 

destroy the harmony; but strive to unite  your voices together, so as to make one clear melodious sound. 

6. Sing in time.  Whatever time is sung be sure to keep with it.  Do not run before nor stay behind it; but attend close 

to the leading voices, and move therewith as exactly as you can; and take care not to sing too slow.  This drawling 

way naturally steals on all who are lazy; and it is high time to drive it out from us, and sing all our tunes just as quick 

as we did at first. 

7. Above all  sing spiritually.  Have an eye to God in every word you sing.  Aim at pleasing him more than yourself, or 

any other creature.  In order to do this, attend strictly to the sense of what you sing, and see that your heart is not 

carried away with the sound, but offered to God continually; so shall your singing be such as the Lord will approve 

here, and reward you when he cometh in the clouds of heaven.                 — From John Wesley’s Select Hymns, 1761 

June 2nd-August 11th   

9am Sunday School 

10:15am Worship 

Lyttleton Street UMC is once more 
sponsoring a global mission to Cuba.  If 

you are interested contact  
Derial Ogburn: 

 dogburn537@aol.com or  
(803) 237-3005. 



 

  

 “Ponder anew what the Almighty can do.” That’s an admonition from the 
hymn “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”, written in 1680. In some sense, this should 

be our daily occupation: to experience and share the love, providence, and very nature of God anew each day. 

 I’ve said before that my favorite season is the fall. In addition to the changing color of leaves and fashion, that’s 
probably partly true because… well, pollen. Springtime, however, – a very close second – provides us with a tangible 
reminder of a major facet of our faith: rebirth. Trees that stood naked during the winter months (such as it is in the south), 
experience a fresh bloom, by which they offer a home to birds atop, and shade for us below. Bees and other insects come 
out of hiding; grills are fired up, and seersucker makes a fierce and favorable return in fashion. Springtime inspires renewed 
energy for many who struggle with seasonal affective disorder, and joy for the eyes of anyone who appreciates the variety of 
blooming flowers we’ll enjoy between now and the fall.  

 How much better would our lives – indeed, our society be if we refreshed our walk with God every day; if, like the 
trees in springtime, we used the blessing of our “leaves” to provide shelter to the world around us?  

 John Wesley encourages us to do “all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the 
places you can,  at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” As we move through Eastertide 
and beyond, I invite you to ponder anew what the Almighty can do through you. 

With every blessing, 
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 My next few newsletter articles will share the steps Lyttleton Street 

UMC is taking with Aspen and what to look forward to along this journey. 

 Our first step with Aspen is about Discovery: Code (who are we really?) Calling (what is God asking our church 
specifically to do?) and Context (who and what is around us?).  Discovering this information is important as we think about 
the future.  Think of these three areas as overlapping circles, the intersection of them is the filter through which decisions 
about what to “Create” should prayerfully flow.  
 The first step in Discovery was gathering Focus Groups.   These groups were interviewed and asked many questions 
about their experiences and observations of church life at LSUMC.  The groups were guided to consider what ministry 
would look like if we had not limits, then more narrowly to consider the growth engines and barriers to growth of our 
church.  These questions moved us to consider questions about our campus and facilities and the ability of these tools to 
support ministry both now and as we envision it in the future. A complete “inventory” of ministry space and possible 
solutions was created from this input.  Our next step  in these Focus Groups was a prioritization exercise designed to 
identify what are the; “Must Haves”, “Should Haves”, “Could Haves and “Won’t Haves” of any next phase campus and facility 
enhancements.   
 The second major step in our Discovery was the Transforming Church Insight Survey.  Thank you to the almost 200 
members of our church who participated in this survey!  As background, this is the longest running church health assessment 
available anywhere (20 years and counting) and contains the largest number of responses for benchmarking church 
health.  Our member responses were compared on a benchmark basis to over 1 million previous records in the data base. 
The objective of the survey is to farm for the relative strengths of our church. 15 scales of measure are clustered into 5 
categories.   Our top five strengths are: Families, Outreach, Relationships, Ownership, & Connectedness.  
 Next month I’ll discuss the next steps and what the continuing plan is for the future of our church. 
Blessings & Peace, 

 

From Pastor Michael... 

Why a tree as the Older Adult 
Ministry Symbol... 
 

A tree with long, sturdy roots, branches 
that reach in every direction, and new 
leaves illustrates in the lives of older adults 

and the many ways their lives continue to shape society, and 
the creativity and freshness with which they approach current 
and future possibilities. Rooted and grounded in Christian 
faith, South Carolina United Methodist Older Adults reach 
out to others of all ages with zest and enthusiasm to share in 
Christian love the joy and exuberance of being alive in Christ.   
                             ...Now you know! 

 

SENIOR ADULT GAMES Tuesday, May 14th @ 3pm  
ACTIVITY CLUB Wednesday, May 15th  @ 11:15am 

April’s Newsletter featured an article 

on UMW Celebrating 150 years of 

service.  During the Month of May, 

please take a moment to visit the FLC 

and view the UMW bulletin boards 

highlighting their service through the 

years! 

Epworth’s Annual 
Mother’s Day  

Offering 

Sunday, May 12, 2019 

Give online  @ Epworthchildrenshome.com 

LLP & LSUMC Office will be closed 

Monday, May 27th  

to observe Memorial Day. 

    Worship Committee 
  

 The purpose of the Worship Committee is to assist and support our pastors in planning  
regular and special worship services.  We coordinate the ministries which support worship; ensure the worship services run 
smoothly, glorify God, and are meaningful for the congregation. We also devise church policies for use of our worship space 
such as weddings and funerals, revise them when necessary.  Said simply, we are basically charged with coordinating our 
worship experiences at LSUMC. 
 Our Committee meets regularly with the pastors to discuss various elements of the worship services and plans how 
to best use our resources to enrich the worship experience and make sure it has a spiritual impact for all who attend. 
 Members of our committee include our director of music, the coordinators of ushers, acolytes, communion, the 
nursery, the altar guild and a representative of our elevate! service.  There are also at-large members who serve three-year 
terms. 
 We welcome input, ideas and suggestions from the congregation.  When you visit other churches and have special 
worship experiences that you think may be worth considering incorporating at LSUMC, let us know. 
 

Ed Garrison | Chairman  


