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Pastoral Passages 

 We are in such an odd place, but some things remain the 

same.  It is normal for Jason and Christa to ask me for information 

that I do not yet have.  Frankly, I am not sure when I will have it.  I 

usually plan 6 months out.  I thought that would be impressive but 

I guess it depends on the circumstances. 

Now circumstances are so strange that I do not know what to share 

in the Newsletter on in sermons until the last moment. 

 We are all experiencing constant change.  One day it is ok to go to church, 

the next it is not and now it is not even ok to be in groups of 3.  The church and 

our ministry are changing.  There is nothing new about that.  Sometimes change 

comes and we are excited about it, but when it is forced upon you, it is hard to 

accept.  A big part of the job of the pastor is to help people become comfortable 

with change.  Change is a part of life and it is also a time to grow.  As daily changes 

are placed on us right now, we must understand that Jesus is the Alpha and 

Omega, the beginning and the end [Revelation 21]. 

 Many things will change during our lifetime, but our hope will not.  Our 

hope is in the name of Jesus who give us eternal life in the midst of living.  Even in 

death, our hope is in Christ who promises us an inheritance that is to come.  God 

cares for the birds of the air...how much more he cares for you and me [Matthew 

6:25-34].  Do not let the worries of tomorrow overcome you, but trust in God. 

 As your church leaders, we will continue to trust in God and seek His 

wisdom on how to go forward.  We’ve paused the capital campaign, we are 

worshipping together online, and we will continue to serve and worship 

regardless of the particular format.  We are still the church and God has many 

blessings in store for us! 
 

 

Michael Arant | Senior Pastor 

michael@lsumc.net 
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 Happy Easter!  I miss you.  I miss Sunday morning worship services.  I miss our 

children on Wednesdays.  I miss the adult choirs.  I miss the almost-daily staff lunch 

shenanigans (and we do attend shenanigans!).  So far, this has turned out to be a very 

different 2020 than I imagined when I said “Happy New Year” back in January. 

 For better or worse, I am a planner—I’ve already started planning Christmas 

music!  Last year I made grand plans for this spring: Holy Week, Easter with brass and 

timpani, Music for Mission concerts, trips to see Angela and the boys, some interstate and international 

travel...and it all ground to a halt.  How about  you?  What things did you unexpectedly give up this 

Lent? 

 During this period of social distancing and isolation, there are two thoughts that have dominated 

my thinking.  The first is a lin in the Lord’s Prayer.  We pray this prayer every week in worship, but 

there’s one sub-phrase that always makes me think, “Are you sure about this line, Jason?”  That 

worrisome line is “Thy will be done”.  How do we glean the will of God in the midst of sickness and 

death, or from tragedies like 9/11 and Pearl Harbor?  While I will concede that there are aspects of 

God’s will that are made clear in the Word, personally, I’ve only ever been able to clearly see the will of 

God in my life through hindsight.  I often feel like my life is a jigsaw puzzle without a picture on the box.  

I have faith that all the pieces are there, but, like with Romans 8:28, I can only fit them together with 

God’s help.   

 The second thought is the text of one of my favorite hymns.  It reminds me that not knowing 

exactly what God’s will might be is fine because of the relationship I have with God. 

 

Jason N. Brown | Director of Music 

lsumcmusic@gmail.com 
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I trust in God wherever I may be, 
upon the land or on the rolling sea; 
for come what may, from day to day, 
my heav’nly Father watches over me. 
 
Refrain: 
I trust in God, I know he cares for me, 
on mountain bleak or on the stormy sea; 
Though billows roll, he keeps my soul; 
my heavn’ly Father watches over me. 
 
He makes the rose an object of his care, 
he guides the eagle through the pathless air; 
and surley he remembers me, 
my heav’nly Father watches over me. [Refrain] 
 

I trust in God, for, in the lion’s den, 
on battlefield, or in the prison pen; 
through praise or blame, through flood or flame,  
my heav’nly Father watches over me. [Refrain] 
 
The valley may be dark, the shadows deep,  
but oh, the shepherd guides his lonely sheep; 
and through the gloom, he’ll lead me home, 
my heav’nly Father watches over me. [Refrain] 
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 We’ve all heard the saying, “Laughter is the best medicine”, and I have to 

agree.  This time of social distancing is proving to be tough, and we are all finding 

ways of coping.  One way I’ve found to lift my spirits is through humor: recalling 

funny times with family and friends, listening to one of my favorite comedians, 

and by reading funny memes on social media. 

 My late father-in-law was a funny, jovial man.  He could remember jokes and retell 

them like no one else.  I was cleaning out a closet at our house (another way I’ve passed time), 

and come across a book that belonged to him titles, “World’s Greatest Collection of Church 

Jokes”.  Most are corny, but here are a couple I found to be quite cute: 

A Sunday school teacher was teaching her class about the difference between right and 

 wrong.  “Okay, children, let’s use another example,” she said.  “If I were to take a man’s 

 wallet and all his money, what would I be?”  Little Harold, the pastor’s son, raised his 

 hand, and with a confident smile, he blurted out, “You’d be his wife!” 
 

Seven-year-ole Johnny was standing in the church narthex, examining an impressively 

 large plaque, when the pastor walked up and stood beside him. “So, what do you think  of 

 this, young man?” “What is it?” Johnny asked.  “Well, son, these are all the people 

 who have died in the service,” replied the pastor.  Soberly the child looked up at the 

 pastor, “Which service, sir, the 9am or 11:15am?” (adapted to fit LSUMC) 
 

Laughter is found in the Bible and we don’t have to go far to find it.  Genesis 21:6 says, 

Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.”  God did give 

her laugher, in more ways than one.  First, the name Isaac means “laughter”.  Secondly, as some 

scholars indicate, laughter refers to joy, or an expression of happiness, in Sarah’s case God’s 

promise being fulfilled.  Others suggest, a more literal laugh, that Sarah saw the humor in this, and 

that others would be laughing with and/or at her.   

It’s easier to find laughter some days than others, but I hope that you’re all finding ways to 

lift your spirits.  I look forward to being able to laugh TOGETHER, in person, real soon! 
 

Mary Abbott | Director of Children & Youth 
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Children & Youth Ministry 

 

Remember to check in on your 

family and friends.  Stay connect-

ed everyday with a phone call, a 

FaceTime chat, a card, a text or a 

Zoom group meeting.  Get creative 

on how to stay connected! 



 Dear LSUMC Family, 

  

 I hope this note finds you all healthy and well.  Given the unusual circumstances we are all living 

in and impact it is having financially there have been a lot of inquiries and conversations regarding how 

our church finances are holding up.  We thought the overall congregation would like to have insight to 

the situation hence this update. 

 As with many individuals and businesses our church has seen a significant reduction to income 

since the decision was made to move services online and stop LLP services.  We have gone from an 

average receipt of $23,980/week prior to an average receipt of $13,962/week after.  a 42% reduction!  

Projecting income vs. expenses in April we expect a shortage of -$5,207 for the month and that is aided 

by the decision to temporarily withhold conference apportionment payments. 

 The good news is the staff has done a great job limiting expenses the entire year and we had a 

surplus of $56,348 which is helping absorb the shortfall.  Moving forward we have made the decision to 

apply for relief through the Payroll Protection portion of the recently passes CARES act.  If approved, this 

will provide the church and LLP with funds to help with specific items (payroll, benefits, and utilities) for 

a short period of time.  If used properly this loan is 100% forgivable! 

 Overall, we are ok for the moment.  Depending on how long this situation continues will 

determine the extent of the financial impact it has on our church.  I ask that everyone continues to 

support our church and its ministries in these difficult times.  Also, please continue to pray for the health 

and well-being of our church and community as a whole. 

 

Eric Gunter | Finance Committee Chair 

 

 

 What an unusual and uncomfortable time we find 

ourselves in.  The concept of time is something we hear 

discussed often right now.  When will we get back to some 

type of normal daily activity?  How long until we can come 

together again? 

 Once again, scripture has something to say about 

this...Ecclesiastes 3 begins by saying, “There is a season for 

everything and a time for every purpose under heaven.”  This 

scripture goes on to list all the different activities that there 

are times for.  It even talks about “a time to embrace and a 

time to refrain from embracing.” 

 Let’s try seeing this as a time for preparation instead of only a pause.  Take a moment to do 

some introspection and ask God to show you personally what time it is in your life.  Is it time to plant or 

to pluck up that which was planted?  Is it a time to rid yourself of habits that are not glorifying to God?  

Is it time to establish new habits to grow a deeper faith?  Ask God how He wants you to grow now so 

when we establish a new normal, each of us will be ready for the next thing He has prepared for us to 

do.  By Faith, we will grow...together while apart 
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Hello Church Family! 

 How I have missed seeing you!  First off, our leadership absolutely made the right decisions 

regarding physically distancing us.  We now have data showing that the Coronavirus has been spread in 

singing classes and sitting next to others in church prior to anyone having any symptoms.  I want to thank 

our staff for doing a wonderful job of protecting us and keeping us emotionally and spiritually connected 

during this difficult time.  I have appreciated the creative ways our church has chosen to remain spiritually 

close during this time.  Most of all, other healthcare providers and I have appreciated your prayers! 

 While the economic damage and loss of life due to this pandemic will be large, I am also concerned 

about the spiritual and mental health damage this will cause to our community.  During this time, I would 

encourage you to practice the positive psychology tool of gratitude.  It is an evidenced based strategy to 

help with stress, anxiety, depression, and insomnia.  (Not that any of us are experiencing any of these 

symptoms currently!)  All that is required is a journal and a little dedication.  Every day write down at least 3 

things you are grateful for.  These do not have to be large things, but please be very specific.  It should be 

something different each day.  Personally, I have found it easiest to do this in the morning or before bed.  

And you can make a prayer out of it, thanking God for all of the many blessings he has provided us during 

this time.  The last tenant of this is that each day you should tell someone something that you are grateful 

for about them.  This can be in a phone call or a letter or from a safe 6 feet away!  Also, remember during 

this time, focus on healthy habits such as eating lots of fruits and vegetables, limiting sugar intake, and 

getting at least 3o minutes of exercise a day!  You will be surprised how much better you will feel.  Now is 

the perfect time to focus on you!  This will pass.  We will get to a new normal.  In the meantime, please stay 

well, mentally, spiritually, and physically. 

In Christ, 

Karin Jenkins, MD 
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Moving with Assurance: Have Faith 
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 

not seen.” Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) 
 Don’t feel down if goals seem far away.  Remember how far you have come 

since your first step to better health.  When we decide that “I can and I will make 

small changes for my health,” each step afterwards brings us much closer than 

where we started—even if we step back a bit.  No matter how small the steps 

forward seem, rest assured, they are your big moves.  Faith in yourself and God’s promises make the 

difference.  So believe in your abilities, count each blessing, and don’t give up.  Regular physical activity 

does not have to be a burden.  Build on things that you are going to do anyway and watch your confidence 

soar.  One day’s decision to take the stairs may lead to parking your car in spaces further from where you 

are going, and that walk may lead to enjoying daily walks at times just fight for your prayer time and fitness.   

Health & Wellness Committee 



 Sharing your Talents 

  

 Do you have a hidden talent?  Are you a school teacher...who also teaches an 

evening dance class?  Are you a contractor...who also sings in a band Friday nights?  

Are you a stay-at-home parent...who also coaches in a softball league?  Does 

everyone know you do this or is it a hidden talent?  If so, why keep it hidden? 

 God wants us to use our talents in several ways.  In one way, God wants us to 

bless others.  1 Peter 4:10 says “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, 

as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”  Your gift does not have to be limited to arts or 

athletics.  Your gift can be a s simple as making someone’s day a litter brighter.  In our school district, we 

give out “Golden Apple” awards to teachers who go above and beyond their normal duties as a teacher.  

This year, the nominations for teachers have been about anything but how they are in their classrooms.  

For our most recent winner, the following statements was shared: “...you can watch her students 

emerge from her classroom with smiles on their faces knowing that they are loved.”  That’s a talent.  

That’s a gift used to serve others. 

 Another reason to use our gifts to glorify God, and the most important in my eyes, is that we are 

all a moving part of the Body of Christ.  1 Corinthians 12:4-6 says “There are different kinds of gifts, but 

the same Spirit distributes them.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are 

different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.”  We are all 

one in Christ Jesus.  We are all essential parts in the Body of Christ—and “Christ is the head of the 

body.” [Ephesians 5:23] 

 All of us has a talent given to us by God.  Find your talent.  You might already be using it!  Share 

your gift with the world.  We are told to “...use whatever gift you have received to serve others, and 

faithful stewards of God’s grace.”  When you share your gift with others to glorify God, you are doing 

just that. 

 

Ike Pitts | Organist 

ikepittsmusic@gmail.com 
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During this difficult time, we want to stay connected to you as possible.  Visit our LSUMC webpage 

often.  For your convenience we have added clickable buttons for easy access to the links… 
 

LSUMC LIVE STREAMING/VIDEOS on YouTube 

Our church will live stream our Sunday church services at 9am, but videos are archived for later 

viewing. 
 

LSUMC Facebook Posts 

Join us on Facebook for videos for the youth, children, Bible studies & more. 
 

Online Donations 

Your giving is just as important as ever.  All donations can be given by clicking the DONATE link found 

on our webpage or mail in your contribution to our office at 1206 Lyttleton St. |Camden, SC  29020 
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Birthdays 
1st Jack Brantley, Parks Carrington 

 Carter Edens, Laura Gunter 

 Jeanette Williams 

2nd Scott Neal, Tyke Redfearn, Andrew Wertz 

3rd Charles Elliott, Jackson Hill, Robert Wertz 

4th  Buddy Clark, Linda Forrester,  

 Robbie Lackey 

6th Allie Byrd, Diane Fulcher,  

 William Grumbach, Robbie Jenkins,  

 David Sloan 

7th  Theodore Hudson, Beth Latimer 

8th Wade Luther, Payton Truesdale 

9th Marilyn Jenkins, Kelly Lewis 

10th Bill Kaputa, Melissa Rowell 

11th Paulo Graham, Hank Thompkins 

12th Jean Broom, Rae King 

13th Susan Best, Judy Smith 

14th Sam Cheek, Paul Christenberry, Dick Foote, 

 Davis Green, Arlene Moore, Randy Twitty 

15th  Roddy Partin, Dawn Partin 

16th Granger Rabon 

18th Linda Higgins, Hank Kerfoot, Kate Moore 

 Harris Younghans 

19th Frank Goodale 

20th J.D. Green, Mary Margaret Reid,  

 Elizabeth Slade 

22nd Pam Brandon, Julia DuBose, Rolf Pedersen 

23rd Nick Baskin, Pat Cain 

25th Margaret  Mays, Cindy Robinson,  

 Adam Twitty 

27th Barbara Clyburn, Josh Denton,  

 Sean Hanson, Liz Ranges 

28th Allison Ansley, Sarah Daniels,  

 Eddie Padgett, Patt Pruett 

 

29th Lynn Conto, Katie Hough, Sid Isler 

 Camille Sullivan 

30th Joanne Poe 
 

 

Anniversaries 
1st William & April Trapp 

2nd Matthew & Nikki Ingram,  

 Bob & Lynne Ingram 

4th Walker & Elizabeth Cash 

 Jimmy & Julia Morton 

5th Billy & Sallie Cobb 

 Scott & Jennifer Wladischkin 

6th Laurin & Jenn Burch 

8th Lawson & Kay Lewis 

9th Bud & Margaret Goodrich 

10th Tom & Debby Anderson 

11th Kevin & Rhonda Rhodes 

12th Robert & Annette Wertz 

13th Boyd & Cheryl Black 

14th Dan & Jackie Lovett 

16th Jimmy & Emily Kimpton 

17th Art & Isla Graham 

18th Ty & Mechelle Cobb 

 Jeffry & Sara Graham 

 Ike & Amber Pitts 

19th Scott & Trudy Ranges 

21st Holmes & Julia DuBose 

22nd Dan & Ruth Thompson 

25th Eric & Lisa Palmer 

26th Frank & Jo Griffith 

 Shannon & Tracy West 

27th John & Sandra Inabinet 

29th Ronnie & Betty Bradley 

 Lowell & Alana Hall 

 John & Arlene Moore 

 Ray & Rosanne Smith 
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Let’s Celebrate the June Birthdays and Anniversaries of our LSUMC family!  Say a prayer for them 

and call, text or send a card or email to let them know they are important and loved! 



Lyttleton Street UMC 

1206 Lyttleton Street 

Camden, SC  29020 
 
 

Phone: 803-432-3191 

Fax: 803-424-1363 

E-mail: church@lsumc.net 
 

April Kidd & Kathi Hunter 

LLP Co-Directors 

llp@lsumc.net 

LLP (803) 425-4874 
 

Anita Crowley | Office Manager 

anita@lsumc.net 
 

Christa DeMare | Admin. 

Assistant 

christa@lsumc.net 
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 In his book Soul Reset, Rev. Junius B. Dotson talks about how he was unable 

to keep up the pace he was living.  The back cover says, “He later realized that he 

needed a Soul Reset-a hard stop to chronic busyness, a deep look inward, an 

intentional reliance on spiritual practices to help him reconnect with God, and anew 

path toward the abundant life into which Jesus calls us.”  COVID-19 has forced our 

busy lives to come to an abrupt stop.  We’ve had to reset and start to find a new 

normal. 

 I hope during this time of reset that you’ve taken the time to reset your soul as well.  I 

hope that you’ve taken the time to pray, read scripture, and grow in your relationship with God.  

During this reset, I have started a new devotion.  Sometimes we need a reset to regroup, 

reenergize and refocus to face the craziness of our lives. 

 

Meegian Gossard | Associate Pastor 

meegian@lsumc.net 

 

Meegian’s Message 
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